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FREFACE. 



±0 trace the progress of any art, from its 
first, rude efforts to an high degree of cultiva- 
tion, is an employment which not only gratifies 
a laudable curiosity, but also excites the mind 
to emulation* and energy. It is pleasing to 
view, in this manner, the ingenuity of mankind 
struggling against, and finally overcoming, the 
obstacles which opposed its progress towards 
perfection ; and the proof, arising from thence, 
that taste and skill are to be acquired by unre- 
mitting exertions, will not fail to give confidence 
to the modesT: artist. 

The particular art which is the subject of 

. this work, now submitted to the public eye, has 

claims to superlative attention ; for none can be 

either so high or so low as not to be in some 

<^ degree affected by errors in the practice of it, 

r- and its corruption has ever been pointed out as 

^ a sure indication of consumption in a state ^ 

^^ Although it has been constantly practised, 

by every civilized Nation of the earth, fbr more 

than two thousand years, yet, incredible as the 

» Cottoni Posthuma, p. ^86, 
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assertion may at first sight appear, its theory is 
even now undetenniBed and irregular, and va- 
ries not only in States which are independent 
of each other, but also in diflFerent parts of the 
same individual Kingdom. 

It is of the highest political importance that 
these variations should be well understood; fcwr, 
as it is forcibly observed by Mr. Greaves, " if 
those advantages which one country may make 
upon another, in the mystery of exchanges, and 
valuation of Coins, be not thoroughly discovered 
and prevented, by such as sit at the helm of 
the State, it may fare with them, after much 
commerce, as with some bodies after much 
food, that, instead of growing full and fat, they 
may pine away, and fall into an irrecoverable 
consumption.** ^ 

The early history of Coinage in these Domi- 
nions is involved in much obscurity^ and the 
little which can now be related of it, with cer- 
tainty, must be gathered chiefly from the speci- 
mens which have descended to these times^ for 
the Records respecting it, from Caesiur's disco- 
very of Britain, until the reign of King Henry 
III., are few and unsatisfactory. The speci- 
mens, however, are more numerous, and in 
general better preserved, than those of almost 
any other art ; because the materials of which 

b Greaves's Works, vol. I. page 33?, in his Discourse of the 
Roman Foot and Denarius. ' 
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they are compmed are extremely dnmbj^^ and 
it has ever been considered aa the common inte- 
rest of mankind to concur in their preservation. 

Under circumstances thus favourable^ it can- 
not be matter of suvprize^ that Money should 
exist which has been struck by Monardls of 
whom scarcely any other memorials remain;, or 
that many historical facts^ unmitioed eilihef in 
manuscripts or inscriptionsy shouU stand re*-. 
corded upon Coins alone 

The Histoiy of Money in these Dominiofis 
will show its progress^ from the moat barbarotts 
state, to a very high degree of excellence : liTOm 
the shapeless Brassy and the Iixin Ringai^ or 
Plates, of the antient Britons^ toi the beautiful 
Coins of that very eminent artist Simon. Fram 
his time, however, to the [Hes^ity with the 
exception of that. period which is filled by the 
works of Cfoker% the art has declined with a 
rapidity for which it is not easy to account. 
Whether it be owing to the peculiar Conatiitnr 
tion of the Mint, which entirely precludes 
competition, and distinguiabes not, in peini ol 
reward, between the productitms of a masteily 
hand, and diose which betcay the most con- 
summate ignorance cf the art, is not for me. to 
determine. The fact is undoubted,^ tbat^ what- 

<^ That IS, the reign of f^ten Aone, aod part of that of 
George I. 
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ever may be t\\6 oause, our Coinage has dege- 
nerated into a state of barbarism, highly dis- 
graceftil to a Nation which profess^ to culti* 
vate the fine arts. 

It is the design o£ this work to trace the 
progress of Coinage, in Britain, and its tlepend- 
encies, from the earliest period, for which au- 
tbentick documents can be procured, down to 
the conctusion of the fiftieth year of his present 
Msyesty. To give an historical detail of the 
changes which have obtained, not only in the 
denominations, forms, > weight, and fineness of 
the Money, but also in the Constitution of the 
Mints, *with respect both to their Officers, and 
their' mode of working. To state the best ac- 
coont, which can be gathered from very scanty . 
materials, of the origin and continuance of the 
various places of Coinage and Exchange, which 
once existed in these Dominions, and to point 
out the numerous Statutes, Ordinanfces, and 
Proclamations, which have been fmmed for the 
preservation \)f the Coins, and the efiects which 
have resulted from them. 

In the historical detail I have studiously 
avoided swelling the yolumes by the statement 
of any circumstances which do not bear upon 
the subject, and have confined myself, as 
strictly as possible, to the nummary transac- 
tions in each reign. 
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Such was the. plan which I proposed, and 
which is thus briefly stated to my readers, that 
they- may know what they are to expect from 
the work, and that I may not incur censure, if 
they should not find in it that' which it was not 
my intention to give. . . * . . . 

Had these materials been collexited for no 
other purpose than the amusement of antiqua* 
rian curiosity, I should have held myself to be 
bkmeable for the misapplication of much pre- 
cious time. But this work is given *o the 
world with a higher and more important' view. 
Its object is to show, from the experience of 
ages, the iimdequacy of punishment, however 
severe, to prevent the commission of the crime 
of counterfeiting the Money, wnilst the tempt* 
ation to it remains so powerful, and the execu- 
tion of it so easy. The long succession of pe- 
nal Statutes, and the innumerable lives which 
have been forfeited to them, seem to prove 
that the system is radically defective, and that 
the crime can be prevented only by counter- 
acting and weakening the force of the tempta- 
tion. If it be the duty of every Legislature to 
attend to the prevention rather than the pu- 
nishment of o£fences ^y the Acts referred to. are 
a reproach to our Statute Book. 

(1 I have stated the proposition above, hypothetically, because, 
though not a doubt respecting it has place in my own mind, yet 



Sheii^ the reasoning oontained in these Vo- 
himea he deemed ooncludve, by those who kave 
the power to make trial of the method proposed 
as a public means of giving some check to a 
widely- extended temptation to dishonestjr; 
should they think it expedient to adopt it; and, 
should it prove to^ be efficacious ; I shall then 
think that I have not liyed nor laboured in 
vain, siTice I shall have removed some portion 
of temptation to evil, and thereby shall have 
preserved many of my fellow-creatures from 
the commission of crime. 

To those who may think that this work has 
been extended to too great a length, I offer as 
my apology the opinion of a celebrated Author® 
(which has been sanctioned and adopted by 
Mr. Hume ^ ) — ^ " Every book should be as 
compkat as possible within itself, and should 
never refer, for any thing material, to other 
books.'' 

no Nation upon earth has, I believe, ever acted upon it as a ge- 
neral principle. 

e Padre de Paolo> Hbt Cone, Trid. 

f History of England, vol II, page 102. A^ the Proclamations 
relating to this subject are many of them very rare, and the Sta- 
tutes in the hands of but few numismatick Antiquaries, I have 
g^yen laige extracts fh>m each of them, commonly feiiovrtog 
their veiy words. 



Of the Plates^ wbiQh iUt^stcate theee Yo- 
himea, it nee<k to be said CMily^ that the first 
33 were engraven under the inspection of Tay* 
l&c Combe^ Esq- Medallist in the British Mu- 
5e«mi whose knowledge of the subject, and ae-r 
curacy of eye, are so vusuversally acknowledged ; 
— that for the use of the following 67 Plajt^i I 
am indebted to the liberality of the Society of 
Antiquatks ; -^ that IJr. Charles Combe oiht 
Ugingly favoured me with the. first Pla*e of the 
second Part of the Supplement ; -^ that the 
eight succeeding ones have been added by me, 
from the best materials that 1 had the power 
to procure ; -^ and that to the wish of my 
highly -respected and most deeply r lamented 
friend Barr^ Charles Roberts, Esq. kindly se* 
conded in the most liberal manner by bis fetber, 
whom I am proud likewise to call my friend, I 
owe the four Plates of Anglo-Gallic Coins, 

The inconveniences necessarily arising from 
the want of arrangement in Plates ei^caven at 
such various periods, I have obviated^ as much 
as possible, by a Table which precedes the Ex- 
planation of them. 



XU PREFACE. 



I shall now give some account of the dif- 
ferent historic^ works upon this subject which 
have hitherto been published. 

The study of our National Coins was but 
in its infancy at the end of the l^th century, 
and , therefore Archbishop Sharpens Observa- 
tions were, probably, the first systematick 
treatise ever composed on the Coinage of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Iceland. Some part of 
them was written before the year 1698-9; for 
the Hemarks on the Silver Coins of England 
had been communicated to Mr. Thoresby pre- 
viously to that period. By his suggestions 
they were extended and improved, and were 
again transmitted to him, with the addition of 
^n Account of English Gold, and of the Scot- 
tish Coins, accompanied by a letter dated upon 
the 27th of January 1698-9 &. The Observa- 
tions upon the Coinage of Ireland appear not 
to have been then completed ; but they were 
a short time afterwards presented to Tho- 
resby, as they are enumerated in the Catalogue 
of his Mqseum, which was printed in 1713 ^. 

No part of this work was, however, printed 
until the year 17735 when Mr. Ives published 
that portion only which relates to English 

8 . Bibliotheca Topographica Biitannica, No XXXV. p. 1. 
li No 95, p. 528, This Catalogue was published at the end of 
Ducatus Leodiensis, folio, 1715. 
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Silver Coins, in the first number of his Select 
Papers. But, in 1785 the whole, containing 
Observations on the Gold and Silver Coins of 
England, and on Scotch and Irish Money, 
from the .Conquest to the Revolution, was 
given to the publidk by Mr. Nichols *, from the 
MS. which Mr. Gough purchased at the sale of 
Thoresby's Museum in 1764. Much of histo- 
rical detail is not to be expected in this work^^ 
as the Archbishop's design led him chiefly to 
sketch an imperfect outline of the description 
of the Coins," together with rules for the ap- 
propriation of them to their respective Mo- 
narchs. His Observations will, notwithstand- 
ing, be found to possess considerable merit, 
especially if we take into the account the very 
little assistance he could derive from any other 
source than the sagacity of his own mind. 

That this work formed the foundation of 
Bishop Nicolson's Chapters on Money, which 
are to be found at the end of his Histo- 
rical Libraries, is evident, not only from the 
Archbishop's Letter, before mentioned '^, m 
which he states that he had communicated his 
first sketch to Archdeacon, afterwards Bishop, 
Nicolson, but also from a note in the Bishop's 

« It forms No XXXV. of the Bibl. Topog. Britannica. 
k Addressed to Thoresby, and dated Jan. 37> 1698-9. 
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work \ ttrhere he refers to that oommunication^ 
atod calls the Archbishop his best guide. These 
cha|)tier8 contain some account of the Coins of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, from the Con- 
quest to the end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
and were, I presutne, the most early publica- 
tions Upon that subject ; for the different parts 
appeared between 1696 and 1724 *". 

In 1707 Bishop Fleetwood published, in 8vo, 
Ghronicon Preciosum, or an Account of English 
Money, the Price of Coin, and other Commo- 
dities, for the last 600 years. This edition had 
no plates ; but twelve (six of Gold and six of 
Silver Coins) were added on the republication of 
the work in 1745, together with an Appendix 
of an Historical Account of Coins. As it was 
the Bishop's primary intention to trlace the de- 
preciation of Money, scarcely any thing relating 
to the history of Coinage is to be found in the 
body of this treatise, and but little can be ex- 
pected from an Appendix of 30 pages, which is 
the whole that is appropriated to that subject. 

^ English Historical Library^ page^55 note^3d edition^ folio 
1756. " 

ttThe Engli«b Historical Library, Part L 1696. 

II. 1697. 
Part III. 1699. 

The Scottish Ditto 1702. 

ThelrishDitto ......' 17^4. 

Nicolson's and. Bum's History of Westmorland and Cumber- 
land, vol. II. p. 294. 
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Stephen Martin Leake^ Clarenceux King at 
Arms, pubUsbed in I7265 Nummi Britannid 
Historia, in Svo, with eight plates. To the 
second edition in 17'^^ which is considerably 
enlarged and improved, and the title altered to 
<* An Historical Account of English Money/' 
he added six more, but omitted the third plate 
of the first edition (some of the Coins op which 
are, however, transferred to other plates), and 
thus made tl^ whole number thirteen. A third 
edition was published by the Booksellers, ia 
1793, with an Appendix, which gives it slight 
account of the Coinage of George III., and 
with an additional plate containing some of his 
Coins. 

This author has the merit of being the first 
who attempted to give a regular historical ac- 
count of the Coinage of the various Monarcha, 
from the Conquest to the reign of George IL 
inclusive, comprized in a short view of each 
reign. As far ^s it goes it has great merit, but 
the plan is too much contracted, extending in 
the enlarged edition to no more than 436 8vo 
pages, and is founded chiefly upon the autho-* 
rity of printed books, instead of original 
Records. 

In 1732, Tindal, the Translator of Rapin's 
History of England, added to his seoHid edition 
of that work, in folio, some account, wiA en- 



XVI ' PRKFACE. 

gravmgs on wood, of the Coins of the difi^^nt 
Monarchs from William I. to James II., both 
inclusive/ in notes at* the end of ^ch reign. 
These notices are very sboH and imperfect. 

"The ^ Society irf' Antiquaries published, in 
17d8,Br6^*w'WilMs^fe PoKb Ikbkof the Gold 
Obins of arigittftd/iVbiA Edward III. to George 
11. bdth inchisiver -; 

This seems tb h&ve suggested the idea of a 
T^l)lfe of English Gold Coins, from the 18th of 
Edward IH. to»the 1st of GeoigelL, which 
was di-awn tip iby NfaWihi F^es, Esq. and 
pdnt^d^ for the Society df ^AritiqiMiri^, in 4to, ' 
lfS6: These TaMes are Mttle iteore than Lists, 
except ^hat to the letter ate ddded the weights ' 
bfthe Coins, together wtth a few' remarks. 

Thts Mr. Folke» repufilfehed in 1/45^ sub- 
jxjihitig itib his Table of lEftgKsr Silver Coins, 
antl a slight Account 6( Scottish Money from 
the Union of thie two Crowhs. 

I't'Was hid ititetitibti to'fcave illti»traLted th^e 
lUbles by a Series ofF- Engravings of the Coins, 
bfit' 'he ivad nrWe^ited hf death from perfecting 
his'deisi^: 'His J^lated,' iti number 44, which' 
ht!'ld% ufiffilfiished, ; we^e purchased of his Exe- 
ciitbrs by the Society of Antiquaries, and, with 
the ^addition of la Plate* iA coiitinuatlon of. the 
Sables; and of 6 Supplemental on^s, wer^ pub- 
lished by them in 1763, with ^'^pei* edititttt 6f 



the Tables; b«t witbottt any i w yo » cn>eot a( 
the letter-preso, and indeed \«ith<mt any addi- 
tion to it, except an Explanation of ^ Pktm, 
and a few notes to that explanation. 

Mn Folkes's Table of Silver Coim ailmds 
raneh valuable information sabeeqiiMit to the 
reign of Richard III.; but the preoedicg period 
from the Conquest is extremely defectiye, occu- 
pying no more than 13 quarto pages* 

The Antiquaries' edition of this work adds 
but little to it^ except in the article of Plates, 
and the description which is given of tbem« 
Even the great imperfection which runs nearly, 
through the whole of the original, the want of 
reference to authorities, has not been supplied. 

An Essay towards an Histojical Account of 
Irish Coins, by James Simony of Dublin, M^Tr 
chant, F. R. S. was published at Dublin in 
1749, 4to ; to which a Supplement was added, 
by Snelling, with two additional Plates. 

This, ' though modestly styled an Essay only, 
is, in my judgement, the most valuable of all 
the publications upon the Coinage of any part 
of the United Dominions. Hie original docu- 
ments to which the author had access furnish 
information of the greatest interest, and of the 
highest authority. I am happy to jseize this 
opportunity of acknowledging my numerous 
obligations to this work. 

VOL. I. b 



^yni PBllFACB. 

}f U^P ^?re puyis^jed, in 4to, ^^TTwelve 
^^}^ pf .English ;Silver Coins, froiji the Norr 
n?a«;t:9i;Yl^est to JHenry VIII, inclusive, with 
a CJ^J^ilation of. their respective Values, and 
short Observations. on each Plate; principally 
Resigned for, the Use. of young Collectors and 
all Dealers, in Silver/' 

This publication, which passes under the 
n^ine <j|f Withy and Ryall, who were print- 
^el^ers^ ar^ the publishers of it, is well adapted 
to answer the purpose for which it was de- 
%»^ but lias^ in course, little of historical 
detaii. The author is not known, but I have 
^as^ to believe tha|: it was executecj under ^he 
eye of Mr. White^, of Newgate Stifeet, who 
^n "^iS^^ ^e Coins^ a^ pjobably, ^he materials 
ipt the letter-p^ess* 

f The Coins which were struck by our early 
Mon^rchs in France h^d received but littlq 
illustration ?, when Dr. Ducarpl gave to the 

hf\ '?^?^,^ '^^Hfij^fF^ ^\^ T^'^jV^^^d for. a work published by 
John Baptist Haultin, in 4to,. entitled^ " Les F]fi:ures des Mon- 
noyes de France. 

^Tlioi^'df ocu* Monaiehs ^aMr^realso Kifigfi of Prs^nce appear 
i«(fhe I^Jp^ whicUilU|^tjB| I^ ^Rlanp^^ Traits Uis|»nque dea 
Monnoyes de I'ra^ce^ 4to, PariSj 1690, and Amaterdam 1692, 
But tlie most complete collection wiiich was published prior to 
Pf^^oii^iy wM>blha«^'ebl)y*D&^)iE8(iii baMtmaaye& deH 
fr^lat^ JR^r^^s 4e,Ff9Me| ^J?b|ch,.|i9^?en i?-n9^ fuu^^d^^ 
by Puby's Monnoies dps Prelats et Barons de France, in two vq- 
lumesito, Paris 1790. ' ' * ^^ . *r;:r . 

* 'flhutthi's and De Bofee^ W^ksfcoAsist/oePlattt-iifly. 
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publick, in VjBfy ^^ A Series o^ aboVe Tw<^ 
Hundred Anglo-Gallic^ ox Norman and Aqui- 
tain. Coins, of' the antien't Kings ot^ England, 
exhibited iii Sixteen Copper' Plates, and illus- 
trated in Twelve Letters/^ 4to, ' 

This useful Series^ which is deserving of 
high commendation, might have been nicicle 
still more interesting, had the Author' incorpo- 
rated into it that information whicH the *Prencb, 
Norman, and Gascon Rolls supply. Instead or 
which, he has contented himself with copying 
Carte's references to them in N^^ X^yi. Xt^tt^' 
arid XVIII. 6^ his Appendix. The Plates are 
But coarsely executed, and some of the/(?oms 
are more than once engraven. 

In 1762 Thomas Snellihg, a Bookseller; and 
Dealer in Coins, published in folio a Series of 
views (with engravings) of the Coins and 
Coinage of England from the 'Norman Con- 
quest to the Reign of George IIL inclusive. 
This Volume contained the Silver Coins ; and 
in successive volumes, the last of which Came 
out in I73&9 he gave Yiew« of the Gold and 
Copper Coins, and of the Money ^ sthaidt^'fey 
English Princes in France j of Cpun'teirfi^ii^ 
Skeriings in imitation of the English Fi^pfliyg 
df Coitis struck by the B^st Indife Company > of 
those coined in tW West Indies, and in tne 

Isle of Man $ mid of Pattwn Piieoesr He left 

b 2 



iK^iinci him a V^m of; the Sihrw Coins of Seat- 
land, !and Platei «f the Obld and Bilkm Moiwy 
witkout Bny ^dtetrijyCion ; all 'which were pab* 
Ikhid, aft6^ h\B death, id 1774. These wovIes 
are highly valuable to ^olfeotors, bat, betag 
cakttlated chiefly foi* their assistance, the his* 
tofieal matter Jar merely incidenfal. 

The earliest engraved series of Scottish Coina 
iVas gtwn by Andeisoii i« his vatuaUe The- 
saurus f>ipIomatum' e^* Numismatum Sootiie, 
printed at SdinbupgK 1739^ Iblio^ 
' * Thos* fw>m J^mea VI. to Queen Anne itt- 
elusive, are all i thttt hate relation to tlm 
'^Work. -A learfl6d Introduction by Iltid^man 
^is pr^fi)ced, and t^ntiuns much curious, a«id 
interesting' information. Such of it as has 
reference to British Coinage will be foufid in 
its pwper place Jn these Volumes* 

It is written in Latin; but a translation, 

'with notes, was'pmrted at Edinburgh, in 12oio. 

1773, by HogefT Robertson, of Ladyki^k^ 

^^" Mr. A3am d^CardonneFs Numismata Sco- 

tiee, or a Series of the Scottish CoSoage, from 

^he- rielign d^ Wftliam the Lion to the Union, 

%{6j 1/66, is a very imperfect history of the 

'Money of that Kitlgdom^ The greater part of 

*the bbdytyf "dite wdrfc i^ odWipBed by descriptions 

%i the Gdttis, and 'With liieagre aiecMmts of 4he 

** ' o Reprinted, 12mo. Edinburgh, i^SS.' 



no rebtitHi to the Miati and which.. may be 
seen in every History of Scotland. The Pre- 
face^ however^, ddntains 90m^ curious 'InftM^ma*- 
tkm; bat' the Appewlw i«' wholly tiJienifrow 
printed books; and .(hd Plates are sq eoaraejy 
executed as to be di^acefiil even to tb^s d^eor 
tive performatiee. . - 

Duringthe period of these TariouspublicatijHi;!, 
others were designed, bat never cait^d into ex- 
ecution : in partic<ilar the Society ^f Auttqi|i^ri^ 
of London made.some f(6ii&bleatteinpt% as a bpdy, 
to form an extensive work tipoa the subject 

Tlie iikipcMrtaoce of it s^eoas to haye attracted 
tjbeir attention' at die renewal of their ji^eetings 
(after the diasolutien of the Society by Jamea I^) 
aboat the year I707* 

At that time a sketch was drawn. out|. proba^ 
bly by Mr* Wanley, of what, such a body might 
pri^ose to do for th<^ iUn^jbraiti^n of osxr n^itiqjnal 
antiquities^ otoe article, of vifh^ch is, tbip : *^An 
Historical Account of the Cpin, and pf the se- 
veral Mints, with Drai^hts/' p . 

No [vc^ress, however, seftms- to have been 

made in this de^gn between that period and t^e 

year 1721 -S, wheji the following memoran^ifpi} 

date4 Jao* 3^ appears upoa their books, — ** It 

iVaa proposed that it would be much for the 

P Harleiaa MSS. No 7055, Mr. Goughs lolUrodiictioa ta the 
first volume of the Archsoiogia, page x%iK, 



Society^ to attempt a complete descriptiou aod 
history of all the ppips, ^elating to Great Pri- 
tain, from the earliest ^inies to our own/* 
r :4)r; §^VeJ^y ,un^firtoo)i all the British Coins 
iia.9ir,6laf}p,31oani5'$ Colle^tioa, and elsewhere. 

Mr. Holmes undertook the Saxon Coins in 
the^^poeis^^i^^f Mr. Hill, ^ Counsellor. 
.;;]V([^« ^^^ftk^fl I}ili 9c\<lertopk to get a descrip- 
AtoiiiPf jLiqrd Hiurley's Saxon Coins. 
h.iJVfn Roger Gak undwtpok the Roman which 
ji^ipAe to iBritaln. 

Mr. Samuel Gale, undertook those of the 
Danish reigns. 

Mr. president £Le Neve]] undertook the 
JSpglkh from the Conquest "i. 

Of all these undertakers, no one, I believe, 
produced any thing, except Dr. Stukeley, who 
^ngravvdi^pme Plates of British Coim^ 
' Ih 1724, when the Earl of Hertford was 
)P^esident, the Society determined to collect 
^iip^unt^ , of ^U th^ ancient Coins relative to 
<S¥€at Britain and it^ Dominions. 
^ The British Class or Series was undertaken 
by J3!y. Sti)ik§]ley^i iwbo ,had engraved fifteen 
Hfetes before his died ^ ' 

q Memorand. Soc. Antiq. Ives*s Spied Papers, p. 1. note*. 

' Dr. Stukelej left behind liim ^3 Plates, which were published 
by his executor Richard Flemings esq. in 4to. 

In 1763 he announced, at the end of the,'Preface to Palso^- 
phia Sacra, his intention of publishing the Origines Britannicae, 



The:»Roman fey Mr; IlogiSr'Gali^Aiia^^MR 

Ainsworth*. . w. .;; y i..: wrf 

The Saxon by Mr. Watiley. — *- .. ..i 

The Danish by Mr. S. Gafe.^ ^ ^ 

TheEngtish by the Earl df Hertford, Mh 

Le N6v6, M. William Niohoka. and the Ret». 

Mr. C^eyk^ — • - -• '-'^ »i* ^ 

Martin Folkes, Esq. a Member €€ the 8041^^, 
intending a complete accoufit of ^the Intter ^lass 
in Gold and Silver, prevailed with * theto/^^A 
J 731, to lay aside their design after -they4iad 
engraved some of Bishop [ArchWi^op^] ^hwp-^ 
and other Tables ctf oar Gold ind Silver Cams ". 

and that he had then engraved 150 of the old British Coins, in 
all metals, as being authentick documents whereon to build dis- 
quisitions on that most curious sobject He likewise ci^ied xxpan 
t^Qse who bad British Coins in thek cabinets, to ftvout him with 
them^ in order to engra:i^e them, or to set ^heir names to those 
already engraven. ' • ■ . • . ^ 

In a letter id ^ophersonl 416^ London, 17^; on liis piibli^ 
tion of Flngal ahd Teoiofa, hf sp^affls of another worie whi^h he 
intended to publish, viz. the Medallick History of the first Kings 
of Britain. '* What I propose to do,'' says he, " ie on Che plan 
of their Coins, whereof there are iniran^erlible now ]eft. CcAtn 
are real monuments^ and genuiiie testimonies.- Our^busineet Vi 
to find out their meaning. Very many I can with confident ex- 
plain} many more are reducible from them, to much probability," 
•p. 6. He died in March 17«5,and'I hai^e? nOt be^ able-to dii- 
cover that he left any MS. upon this aul^ect. His fi3^ Plates tei4e 
no illustration whatsoever. 

s Author of the Latin Dictionary, &c. &c. 

^ Chaplain and Executor to Heneage Earl of Winchelsea. 

« Vertue*8 MS. in the Archives of the Society. See- Vetusta 
Monumenta, vol. t. Nos 37> 38. 



I Up<m ebe 4t^tkjfii Mr^Wke^ in 1754^ the 
Soci^try pjiirdtuosedbis Plates and Copy of his 
exeputpra;. wd. completed his desigQ, by re-^ 
publishing his Tables atid Plates, with Explacm^ 
tionsi^atthfsiF own expenaey in 1 763, in quarto ^. 
When this second edition of Folkes^s Tables 
was in agitation, the Members of the Council 
ilkreiti rt(fuested tocomftitinicate their remarks 
fi^rthe impMfyemettt of the work ; and a set oif 
Che PlMes^ ^«s ^ey were left unfinished, by 
i^tilk^sr, was Mnt to eaiih Member of the Coun- 
eil'A-' Amongst the few who delivered in any 

%...'•' 

^ Mr. Gough*s Introduction to the first Volume of the Archse- 
dogia, p. xxxvii. 

» The following is a copj^of the Secretary's circular letter : 
^ Sif, 

The Society having lately purchased the copyright of Mr. 
Folkes'sTaUes of English Coins with the Copper Plates engraven 
for exemi^lifying the samfe> the Council have resolved on the pub* 
lication of a hew edition of that work^ with a continuation of the 
Plates to the present time. For which purpose they have di*- 
rected a set of the Hates already engraven to be sent to each 
Member of the present Council (they being by the late Statutes 
constituted the proper Committee of Papers) in order to be exa- 
inined and compared with the printed book^ of which they pre- 
sume yon have B-Copy, and whatever observations or additions 
you may judge proper to be made« they request you will be 
pleased to cotiamunicate them in writing, the better to enable 
them to complete and perfect the work in such a manner as 
may be of service to the publick^ do honour to the Society^ ^ and 
promote its emolument by the publication. 

I am> Sir, your humble servant, 
^ J. Ames, Secretary. 
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(not' of thd Committed,' i^^fate^'Ha^'^^ 
*he beginning of a 0«|]iy<#'hfe^©b8(iH^lS^ 
now in the Society *s!lili^y,- ^ -^ *'"? 

Hoi ego dteoriptiJiutnmd^ lailU ilff^hcAiia^ 

SicTos Qoti vobift4 ' i . ^ . 

This AUer was Dr. Giffordj who 4rev up 
the descriptions of the Plates .which ^m.fyiiitsd 
Jt appears, ho w(5v#r, 19 a Ifitter fr«»i Mr^^iColei' 
brooke to Dr, Wgrdj 4»t^ Bu%eri!9Wk iNwfc 
21, 1757^ and.incl«siflg.lii« mi^di^ MWaI^ 
fight a4ditiQnal Piatei^ thalt^ Mc<3 Cpj^hrooks 
undertook to correct Dr. Gifford's descriptions^ 

[This letter is not dated^ but Mr. North appears . to iiaye re* 

ceived his copy of the Plates in 1755 J > , i .' ' : J 

The Committee for revising Mr. Folkes*s book of English Coins 
were, ^ . ' 

Lord WUloughby, Dr,Ward^— r 

Robert Bootle, Esq, , . Jamef-Wesl^JBfft^ ., ,, 

Dr. Chauncy, , JWr^ North, , , > , 

Mr. Seijeant Eyre, Dr, Gi£&>rd, i 

Dr. l^telton, Dr.Duoafel. - 

[FromMr.North'scopyof thePlatesjpep^ RichardCauglvEsfi<J 
Mr. North prepared remarks on the first seven Plates, but, I 
know not whether they were communicated to the Council, I 
have inserted some of them in their proper places in the Anna|^ 
with the addition of his name. From two lettef:$ otHi^ Secretfuy 
Norris, which are printed in the ninth, volume of literary Ani^r 
dotes of the Eighteenth Century, page 6^6, it appears t^. 1^9 
remarks had not been communicated at the beginning, of ,tl^ 
year 1756. I suspect that they were po^ C9|r:(jled,^rttier t]m[i,t,l)|je 
seventh Plate, and were never lai4 before tjie Society. 

y A rougji dmught of this letter is in Mr. Co^ebrooke^s MS. 
above referred to. 



Thus this third #ttQ9>pt of the Si»oiety^ to 
illustrate the Cc^^o^e fof .Britain^ prwod to Jbe 
nearly as up{)r44uctiye as the two ivhsehpi^- 
ceded it ; for the pply adklitipa to Folkes's Ta- 
bles consists i^ the Explanation of the Plates, 
which were then first published. 

Sir Synion D'Ewes intended to publish a 
vf0Yk upon British Coinj^, to be intituled '*Pro* 
legomena ad Thesaurum Nummarium Brilanno 
Anglicum'' ^ ; which in 1649-50 was in such 
fqrwardness that a great part of it was. ready 
transcribed for the pres^* ; but it was not, as I 
t^eliqve, ever printed. 

Mr. Maurice Johnson projected an History 
of England by Coins, which, according to the 
account given of it, was to have be^i of const>r 
de^able extent It s^pp^ars that be entertained 
the Spalding Society with a NumilBmatic HisA 
t<?ry.of the Kings, JLft Britain, Jirofa Julius Csosar 
to the end of the Wefi[tern Empire, His plan 
for disposing the Coins, so as to answer his 
design of illustrating the British History, wa« 
reduced to 15 chards : 

1. From Cassivelan to Boadicea. 

2. From Boadicea to Adrian. 

» B&l. Topographiea Britannica, No XV. page 10. 

a Letter from &r S. D'Ewes to Thomas Knyvet, Esq. dated 
March 31, 1649-50. In which he calls it, " that publtke worke 
which in itselfe is a most heroicke and e^icellent snbject^ if it be 
not foiled by my wealaiesse;' Ive^s Select PUpers, p. 31. 



08. FfooKAdHan to3evertisi - ; 

:^4.i Fram ISeveros to* CWaosius. * 

-^v From CaransiuB to OmAtantiu*. • 
6* From Gonstatitius to Maximus. 

7. From Maximus to Vortigern. 

8. From Vortigetn tb Egbert. * 

. 9. From Egbert to William the Conqueror. 

10. Fr6m WilUam the Conqueror toHenryVIIL 

11 . From Henry VIII. to Elizabeth. 

12. From Elizabeth to the Commonwealth. ' 

13. From the Commonwealth to theRevohition! 

14. From the Revolution to Queen Aniie. 

15. From Queen Anne to the Aocession of the 

House of Hanover. 

His History from the Conquest to the Dis- 
s<^ution [Revolution ?] is said to have occupied 
d. iMDUsiderable part of the fourth volume of the 
Minutes of the Spalding Society K 

In the year 1782 was atinoun^ed an intention 
of publishing Plates of the lioble Collection of 
Saxon Coins preserved in Dr. Hunter's Mu- 
seum, illustrated with notes and historical ob- 
servations. The Description of the Coins, it 
was understood, would be given by the Rev. 
Mr. Southgate ^ 

b fiibl. Teyog. BnUxn^QB, No XX. pp. xiL and xvil. I have 
endeavauTi^, . but in vain, to procure some fitfther information 
re^peqting this work. To my inquiries it was answered that the 
vdupae could not be found. 

^ Gentleman's MQgaaune> Nov. 1782, page 519^ 



It is now generally knowti that Dr. €6mbe 
w^s to have been his coadjutor, and that tw6 
Plates of Sceattae were actually engraved under 
his superititendance: The Antiquarian worid 
must ever deeply lahient that this undertaking 
waB proceeded in no fafther; For what might 
not have been eJcpected fix>m an union of abili- 
ties so highly qualified for the undertaking ? 
'^ Hie loss which the lovers of Anglo-Saxon 
Antiquities then sustained by the ndn-eKecii- 
tioo of thfe Engravings has been, however, 
itnore than compensated by the exertions of 
Ti^ylor Combe, Esq. Medallist in the British 
Museum, who his united, in 33 Plates of 
British' and Anglo-Saxon Coins, the treasurer 
of other Cabinets with that of the Idtte Dte. 
Hunter. Sbme unforeseeh accidents have pre^ 
vented thef cbmjdetlon of his design to give 
these Engravings to the publick, accompanied 
With liistdiical illusrtrditions, and have thus 'de- 
prived Anti(5[ukties of that pleasure and instruc- 
tioia wfeioh his tmqutttioned knowledge of the 
subject Would have a£^rd^d them \ 

4 The Plates are now ia my possesaion^ and form a part pf 
that series which illustrates these volumes. 

The foUowipg accQunt of Mr. Combe's plmn was giren at the 
end of the Sale .Catalogue of Mr. Tyssen'a Coins i^ ]802. 
'' Shortly wilj' be published, A Seyi^ of Plates of Sajton 0>ia^> ' 
comprising every variety of type wfiipb is to be ^uini^ not pnly in 



. Th^lie fve all i;|i^ bi^cur|fiE|l afcoun^t^ of jthe 
Qpina^: oi Britain, eithfjr pu-bjishfid or ^in- 
t4pde4 which have &^^ .wit)hiQ my .ol]^^yar 
tioo. I have ffy^n their charaqter briefly, but 
freely, and, I trust, capdidly* Ooe radical 
etror, however, which runs throng the whole 
of the^e thathav^ been made puUick, atill re- 
mains unnoticed ; namely, that although they 
are written .upon an art the theory of whij^ is 
unsettled^ apd the practical part of it con- 
fessed^ defi^ctiye^ yet their tendency i& to g^ar 
itify Quri^^lty oip^y,. without any. attempt ajt the 
ibipqpcpvexaent*of theory, or the cpip^unic^t^ 
of practics^ knowl^ge. How f^* I m,ay have 
succeeded 'm my eqdt^yofK* tp. corrc^ci; and sifp- 
p)y tj^eir epsrors and deficiencies, my Beadei:^ 
u;u;kst,^^ decide. The work is before thcfq, 
^f^ is> submitted, to their Jiidgment a^ candour* 



It remains oply for me to .acknowledge my 
numerous obligations to those who have kindly 
ffnroured me with assi^ii^ce^ during ^ pro- 
gress of my labours^ From the enumecati^^ 

private cabinets^ but in the extensive collections of the British 
Museum^ Dr.\^^lliamHunter> and Samuel Tyssen, Esqrs. The 
Plates will be accompanied with letter-press, containing a short 
account of every King 5 the names of the Moneyers which appear 
oh ^h type ) a list of the different towns Where the respective 
CbWwere struck, and other particulars. To the above woilc 
'^will be prefixed, with remarks, a few Platen, representing the 
Money of the antient Britons.*' 
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it will be se^D, that by their liberality I 'have 
been 'enabled to collect ma<^ original informa- 
tibn, which would otherwise have been ina^ 
cessible. Th^ are arranged nearly according 
to the regular order in which their favours were 
etmferred. 

To the Rev. Johti Price, late Keeper of the^ 
BodleianLibrary, I should have been highly gra- 
tified to have returned my thanks in this manner 
for innumerable kind attentions, from my earliest 
researches, for various purposes, in that rich depo- 
^ory, even to the latest hourof his life; but death 
has unhappily deprived me of that gratification. 

From repeated examinations of Mr. South- 
gate's sdect Cabinet bf' English Coins, whicih 
was ever most unrestrainedly open to my in- 
spection, I first derived a practical knotvl^gtf 
of the various subjects of this work. His enter- 
taining and instructive conversations led me to 
sftudy them historically; and by his encourage- 
ment I was induced to prepare my collections 
for the publick eye. JIad his valuable life been 
spared^ they would havA been rendered miich" 
more perfect than I fear they will now be found. 

The memory of Richard Gough, Esq. must 
be dear to every lover of' literature, and of our 
national antiquities. It has been eminently 
endeared to me by pninterrnpted acts 6f friend- 
ship from the first moment of my acquaintance 
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With ^hlm. To him I ani kidiBbted^r^the -most 
liberal use of the materials, both 'j^iited and 
manuscript, which his valiaable library afforded; 
and for the gift of various boolss relating to the 
subject of my inquiries, either maaoscript, or 
enriched with MS notes by some of the most 
eminent of our numismatic Antiquaries. • 

My access to Mint Accoutits, preserved itt 
the Exchequer, was greatly facilitated by the 
favour of Craven Ord, Esq. ; and' the labour of 
searching relieved by the share be kindly took 
in it, and his useful remarks on the nature of 
those Records. To him I am under further 
obligation' for an introduction to Edward Tdy- 
lor, Esq. who obligingly permitted me* to make 
large extracts £rom the Red Book of the Ex- 
chequer, which is preserved in his departments 

Charles Ellis, Esq. Deputy Chamberlain . of 
the Exchequer, favoured me with the inspect 
tion of Indentures^ and other papers, preserved 
in the Chapter House, Westminiftpr ; and I am 
dso grateiul to him foir copies of the most iQte<^ 
resting of them, which he was ple^ised to furr 
ni^h me with, ; ; 

. To the liberality of the ; Rev.- J^p Brand, 
late Secretary to the Society of Antiquariecf^ If 
owe the possession of several scarce tracts mrr 
laJting to English Money. 



I h^v^ to nffo^ tbat ^wtk hw depxtnd me 
of the jpAeafiure of expre$siDg my .gratitude to 
my much-i^p^fd aixd lamented frieod and 
neighbouir the Rev* JoDatban Boucher^ late 
Vicar of £p3om (from whom I received much 
curious communicati^^y ajnd whose extensive 
library was ever open for my as^stance} ; and 
also to Sir Frederick Morton Eden, Bart, for 
the loan of rare books^ for many ua^ul soggecH 
tionsy and for valuable infimnatioiY* 

I am greatly obliged to Joseph Planta, Esq. 
for hi^ polite atte^tioa^, whilst J was engaged 
in pBaking drawings from the Anglo-Saxon 
^Coips in the ^British Muse^mi^ 

The late Rev. Samuel Ayscough pointed ottt 
a variety of curious materials in that depart- 
m^t of the Britbh Museum which was under 
his care. 

To that eminent Medallist Dr. Charles 
Combe I am highly indebted for the liberty 
of copying many valuable papers, drawn up by 
himself, Mr. Bartlett, and the Rev. Richard 
Sottthgate, and for frequent access to the noble 
cabinet of the late Dr. William Hunter. 

Taylor Combe, Esq. to whom the superin- 
tendaace of the Medallick department of the 
British Museum is so ckservedly ccHiiiiiitted, 
has enabled me to render this work more com- • 
plete than it would otherwise have been, by 



the' kiad qomarabication of sieVerfil dmt^n^, 
and &( his MS collections. He hae aise ia*'* 
vaured me with many iijoportaort hints ft^tnhis 
ridi) stores of learaing Qpbn this subject. 

The Right Honoaarsible Sit Joseph Bafiks/ 
Bmrt K. B. James Bindiey^ Fl^nois 'Diwwce, • 
WiljUam Fawkenor, and W. A^hby Ashby, Es- 
quires^ have favoufed trie with the use of va«^ 
rioi^ sc«*ce and valuable tracts, for which they 
have my grateful thanks. 

Francis Townsend, Esq. Windsor Herald, 
kindly comoMiiiicated Vincent's Coliectibns 
from the Records in the Tower, which greatly 
facilitated the reseal^ehte I wais tometime after- ' 
wairds at liberty to make there. To* him I atm 
likewise under obiigatimia for important ^x- ' 
tra^ fimn )ihe treasurte in the Heralds': ^ 
CoUege. 

My mtach^Bespedtod Mend Mr« John Nichdls 
added to iniminerable other- aca^ of firiindidhip ' 
an introduction to thiQ Archives of die Oorpo-^' 
ratioiii of I^cmd^n. ^ 

To Mr. Richard Mike I am obliged tfor the ' 
most libeml communicatjon of various minute 
particulars relating to English Mxmejy which 
his accurate {H^actical knowledge of Coins so 
well qimlifies him to give. 

Eidward .Rofaevts^ Esq. materially Msisted 
this undertaking by permitting me to make 
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vt^ot his cop^of l^elUilg's Works, with MS 
notes by the author, and of PolUtt's MSS. re- 
lating to the MmL \ 

An inspecttoA qf the Supplemental Plates 
will show my obligations to my much-regretted 
firiend Barr^ Charles Roberts, Esq. ; for the 
very liberal manner in which he laid open to 
nje the treasures of his extensive cabinet of 
Bqgliah Money, and for the engravings which 
by his express desire have been presented ' to 
this work. 

To William Bray, Esq. Treasurer of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries, I am indebted for several 
hints of importance to the accomplishm^ntof 
my undertaking. 

Henry Ellis, Esq. has obligingly shewn toe 
much kind attention in his department in the 
British Museum. 

To Frederick Augustus Barnard, Esq. his 
Majesty's ^'Libt^riao, my thanks are due for 
aoeess to the Royal Library. 

Though late in this list of literary friends, yet 
the first in point of importance to the work, are 
my obligations to Samuel Lysons, Esq. Keeper 
of the Records in tl>e Tower, for the most 
unlioiited access to the treasures of information 
contained in the Rolb intrusted to his care; 
and for his kindness in pointing out various 
documents, which his unwearied researches 



hatie diMaveved, amidfit'th^ mass of yet untn^ 
dexed Records. " 

By William^ lUingworth and ' the ' late T. B. 
Biehards, Esq; Sii»I>*Coiwiiiseioiiers of Records, 
I was fevoured with frequent assistance in dlflS- 
tvAt pdnts^ whidn their accurate knowledge of 
the vaiious bands, that occur in antient writ* 
ihgs, so J well enabled them to overcome ; • and 
likewise with references to articles of import-^ 
ance to my design. 

The late Thomas Whipham, Esq. was pleased 
to'supplyme with considerable minute informa- 
tion respecting the mode of summonitig the 
Jury, and other circumstances relative to ' the 
TriaLof the Fix. 

"i acknowledge my high obligations to' the 
Soknety of Antiquaries for permission to consult 
their rich collection of Proclamations, which 
thciy were pleased to grant some years since; 
and for their Plates of English Cknns, lately, 
with the greatest liberality, consigned to my 
usafor the illustration of this work. 

To John Dent, Esq. I am indebted for the 
pemsfkl of a volume, containing a curious col- 
lection of Tracts, printed and MS., relating to 
the great 'Re- coinage in the reign of King 
Wiiliam III. For this ^fisivour I am beholden 
to the interference of the late Francis Annesley, 

c 2 



XXXVl PREFACE^ 

Esq* aod then^bre his memory claims my chief 
gratitude on diis account. 

By John Kipling^ Esq. Clerk of the Records 
in the Rolls Chapel, I was favoured with access 
to the Records in his ^)ffioe. 

The Rev. William Woolston has furnished 
me with some accurate drawings of unpublished 
Coins from his cabinet, which will be found in 
the Plates. 

To George Chalmers, Esq. 1 owe access to a 
considerable Collection of Proclamaticms ; and 
he obligingly put into my hands two valuable 
MS volumes on Mint af£airs. 

Some curious documents relating to the Ar- 
chiepiscopal Mint of Canterbury were kindly 
pointed out, and transcribed for me, by the 
Rev. Henry John Todd, Keeper of the Archives 
in the Library of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The Rev. Mr. Blick, of Tamworth, was 
pleased to communicate a very rare Coin of 
!^dward the Confess<Mr, from his valuable col- 
lection. A Penny of similar type is engravieti 
amongst the additions to the 28th Plate of 
Anglo-Saxon Money, N*^ 3, from a specimen in 
Mrs. Banks's select cabinet. The drawing was 
put into my bands by Mr* Taylor Combe* 

To Alexander Luders, Esq. late one of the 
Sub-Commissioners of Records, I am indebted 
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for the expUvfation of some diiiicalt passages 
in the early Statutes relating to Money* 

Mn Sharpe of Coventry not only assisted 
my labours by curious extracts from the Cor- 
poration Records, but, with the greatest libe- 
rality, permitted me to select from his well- 
chosen cabinet some unpublished Coins, and 
to engrave them for this work. 

My grateful thanks are due to the Most 
Noble the Marquis of Hastings, for his obliging 
politeness in ordering several Coins to be sent 
up from his seat in Leicestershire for ray in- 
spection ; and for his subsequent permission to 
view the whole of the collection there. 

For the Eleyation and Plan of the new Mint, 
which are so highly ornamental to thiese vo- 
lumes, I am indebted to that eminent architect 
Robert Smirke, jun. Esq. It may be proper, 
however, to observe, that' the entrances only 
were designed by him. 

To Robert Bingley, Esq. the Kihg*8 Assay 
Master in the Mint, I am obliged for a copy 
qi the Charter of Incorporation granted by 
Charks 11. to the Officers of the Mint; and for 
extracts from the MSS, of the late Mr. Al- 
chorne, his predecessor in that office. 

William Staunton, Esq. of Longbridge Houses 
near Warwick, most liberally communicated 
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some rate Coina from the valuable ooUec^ioos 
which he has made relating to his native 
County. 

That very interesting Styea of Ecgfrith, King 
of Northumberland, which affords the most an- 
tient specimen of those Coins that has hitherto 
been discovered, is engraven in the 28th Plate 
from an impression communicated by the Rev. 
John Hodgson, one of the Secretaries of the 
Antiquariaif Society of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The unremitting researches of the Rev. 
Balkeley Bandinel, Keeper of the Bodleian 
Library, at length discovered a very scarce vo- 
lume of Proclamations, in the reigns of Eliza- 
beth and James I. which I had long sought for 
in vain, and which contains some that I was 
unable to meet with in any other collection \ 

The Rev. I. W. Martin, Rector of Keston in 

' As this volume afforded all the Proclamations which I had 
long been in search of, I concbided that it was the collection 
made by Huratrey Dyson, which bears this title : 

*' A Booke containing all such Proclamations as were pi^r* 
lished during the reign of the late Queen Elizabeth. Collected 
by Humfrey Dyson, 1618;' 

This title I have found in the Library of the Society of AntU 
quaries^ prefixed tea Table of Elizabeth's Proclamations^ and 
ajso of those in the reign of James I. ending with Sept. 10, in 
his 16th year. 

By the &voar of Mr. Bandinel I have seen the volume men- 
tioned in the text, which contains the Proclamations of Eliza- 
beth only. If it be not the first part of Dyson s Collection, that 
is still undiscovered. 



Kjenty'&voured.me with the -exajninaticm of his 
beautiful specimen of the Gold Coinage of 
Henry III., which he obligingly conveyed to 
London for that purpose. 

For interesting extracts from the valuable 
Collection of StaflFord MSS. and fgr the present 
of a Volume of Tr^^cts upon the subject of Mo- 
ney and Coinage, I am indebted to the kind- 
ness of William Hamper, esq. of Birminghaip, 
who in the midst of the numerous avocatioTJS,of 
an extensive mercantile concern, finds leisure 
not only for his own literary pursuits, but also 
to assist those of his friends. 

After an enumeration so highly gratifying to 
myfeelingsy it is disgusting to be obliged to 
record instances of ungeritlemanlike and illibe- 
ral conduct. But I consider it to be as much 
my duty to mark with disapprobation superci- 
liousness and meanness, a6 it is to express my 
gratitude for civilities, and favours conferred. 
I trust I shall never be ashamed to own my ob- 
ligations, nor afraid to stigmatize illiberality 
or insolence. 

Fortunately for the cause of trutli, the num- 
ber of those who selfishly withhold information 
bears scarcely any proportion to those who 
spontaneously communicate it. In the course 
of my researches after materials for this work. 



I hay^ m^t vni^wxmoK ihtmiwo of tlie for- 

I shall not honour their names by forming 
thciB into ao Appendix to the £3regoing List of 
G^otleme^ . aad Sqholar& ; but they will be 
fpun^ in their proper places in the body of this 
work, .\vhere I naust pf nepessity recond those 
^ithholdefs of information as an apology for 
i^9^^ti^ess^ Of ^antipess of materials. 



The' whole of the first Edition of this Work 
having been taken off within six months, I 
haVe been iriduced to offer to the Publick one 
ih a cheaper form, in order to extend the know- 
ledge of the historical facts which it contains. 

Flattering as this rapid sale is to me a3 an 
'Author, its X'alue has been greatly enhanced 
* by the admission which the publication of the 
Woric has ptodured for me to several valuable 
Cabinets, the riches. of which have been most 
liberally laid open to ine, and have afforded nu- 
merous additional oriiamenlts and illustrations. 

I have also been highly jgratified to find that 
'whilst I have gained new friends, those who 
formerly assisted me have deemed me not un- 
worthy of their remarks, and further encou- 
ragement for the improvement of my Work. 



FRBFAOE. idi 

lliese favouTfir ai^e ackti0wledged/aft lieford, 
nearly according to the order in which th^ 
occurred • 

George Welsh, Esq. of Siansted, in Essex, 
at a very ^rly period of my labours favoured 
me with two British Coins, of which I then 
took drawings, b\it was not able to engrave 
them for want of room. He will, I trust, ac- 
cept this excuse for my tardiness in availing 
myself of his kind communication ^. 

To Greorge Dewdney, Esq. I am obliged for 
permission to inspect the Anglo-Sax6n Coins 
which were found uppn his farm near Dorking, 
in Surrey ; and for the very liberal manner in 
which he entrusted me with several of them, 
for the purpose of making drawings at my 
leisure. 

From George Chalmers, Esq. I received 
Extracts from the Registers of the Board of 
Trade, respecting Coins for the use of the 
Colonies. 

By Mr. Miles^ Mr. Richard Sainthill, jun. 
and Mr. Young, I have been favoured with 
specimens of these Coins for engraving. 

Dr. Wilkins, the learned Librarian of the 
Hon. East India Company, kindly enabled me 

*» They now form Nos i and 2 in the 29th Plate of Anglo- 
Saxon Cdns. 



toalfastrate thib Wfxrk ^tb repreaentatioos of 
the Coiils which have been strudk for the use 
of their Settlements ; and favoured me with a 
•tran8latk>n of the Persian and other inscriptions. 
The extensive knowledge of the antient his- 
tory of this Kingdom which Mr. Henry Petrie 
48^0 well known to possess, has been most freely 
commtfnicated for the correction and improve - 
'-ment of the Annals of Ojrnage. 

To William Hamper, Esq. and to the exer- 
tions of his friends, I owe my introduction to 
Colonel Walsham, who in the most liberal 
manner put into my hands the valuable MS 
Collections of his grandfather, (Samuel Gar- 
bett, Esq^ late of Birmingham,) relating to (he 
theory of Money and the aflPairs of the Mint. 
I must not^ however, omit, that from the 
liberality of Messrs. Lackington and Co. I had 
previously received three small vojumes, which 
were printed by Mr. Garbett in 1792, for dis- 
tribution amongst his friends. They contain 
ti^ most material parts of his Collections. 

I take this^opportunity to return thanks to 
the Rev. Bulkeley Bandinel, the Bodleian 
Librarian, for access to the Cabinet of Coins 
in his custody, and for his polite attention 
during a residence of some days under his 
hospitable roof. 



FRfitACfi. xliii 

IVi the Rer. H. G)tton) X L. Sheppard^ 
Esq. and the Rev. W, Coroforth^ I am ^i- 
debted for the use of Coins which they have 
obligingly sent from their Collections for my 
inspection. 

The valuable Cabinets of the Rev. J. W. 
Martin, H. R. Willett, Esq. and Thomas 
Dimsdale, Esq. have been most liberolly laid 
open to me, with permission to select any of 
their treasures for publication. The Plates 
which are added to this Edition will show how 
greatly the Work has been improved and illus- 
trated by their generous communications. 

To the Society of Antiquaries I have to 
repeat my thanks for the use of the Plates to 
Folkes's Tables, and for permission to co|^ 
the Engravings of the Coins lately found near 
Dorking, from Plates IX. and X. in the 
XlXth Volume of the Archseologia. 

My grateful thanks are due to the Trustees 
of the British Museum, for their liberality in 
allowing a drawing to be made from a Coiu of 
Archbishop Ethered, which has lately been 
placed in that rich national repository. 



! / / 
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INTRODUCTION. 



ORIGIN OF MONEY. 

In the most early stage of Society, when the wants 
of man are confined to the absolute necessaries of 
life. Barter may be sufficient for every purpose of ex- ' 
change. But this is a point at which Society cannot 
long remain fixed; and the first step toward civiliza-* 
tion introduces a train of wants that will require 
a more perfect medium of commerce: something 
which, by general consent, shall be received, at a 
determinate value, in exchange for all other things. 
At first this medium seems to have been formed 
of some of the necessaries of life (Cattle for in- 
stance, whence the term Pecunia is derived •) ; but 

* In Domesday Book> Pecunia 6cciu*8 very rarely as denoting 
Money ♦, but is used for Cattle almost universally 5 as " PAstura 
ad Pecuniam Villae," [Vol. I. folio 127] ; in a few instances^ 
however, the term appears to have a mofe extensive meaning, 
and to comprehend all possessions whatsoever. Thus in folio 
179, of the same Volume, it is said, ^' Si quis morte pree- 
ventus non divisisset quae sua erant, rex habebit omnem ejus 
pecuniam.*' In the confined sense of Cattle, it continued to 
be used at a later period ; as in the Charter by which 
Thomas fitz Cospatrick granted the Grange of f'kmingby 
to the Abbey of Holmecoltram, wherein is this provision-—'' 1% 
autem pecunia mea evaserit infra boscum eorum, vel pecunia 
eorum infra boscum meum, remittetur ex utraque parte, sine 

♦ Vol. I. foL 40. b.— 196. b.— 376. b. These tbiee are all tbe insUncei 
trhicb Mr. ESlU's accurate examination of that Record could discover 
[Gen. Intro, to Domevday, p. liv,] 

VOL. I. B 



2 ORIGIN OF MONEY. 

this mode partook too much of the inconveniences 
of simple barter ^y and therefore was probably of no 
very long duration. Other substances were then 
adopted, which were such as had no real worth in 
themselves (for they contribute not to the support 
or comfort of life, but only administer to its luxu- 
ries), yet had a value put upori them by common 
consent. Of this kind are the precious Metals, 
which at a very remote period were given and re- 
ceived by weight ; and in more recent times^ the 
Wampum of America; the Cowries of Africa; 
and the red Feathers of the Islands in the Great 
Southern Ocean ; &c. &c. None of these, however, 
can be considered as perfect Money; even the cir- 
eulatton of Gold and Silver, by weight, which ap- 
proaches the nearest to the convenience of Coins, was 

gravamine^ si^tattien non fiieiit ex consuetudine." £Dugdale, 
Monasticon Anglic. Vol. III. page 36. The date of this Charter i6 
not given ; but the Abbey was not founded until the year 1150.] 

The English word cattle has likewise the same kind of double 
8igkiifioQti<»i> for it is obviously the origin of the law term chattels. 
la some instanoes it seems to have been used antiently in the 
sense of price^ or payment^ as in these words of Sir John Man- 
deville^ who wrote in the reign of Edward III. — '* For more 
precyous cateile ne gretter ransoum^ ne myghte he put for us, 
than his blessede body, his precyous blood, and his holy lyf, that 
he thrallad for na." [Prolc^e to his Voiage and Travaile, p. 3.] 
A little further on he has the same word, in the modern meaning 
of chattels— ^"^ And the comoun people, that wolde putte here 
bodyes and here cateile, for to conquer our heritage." [p. 5.] It 
is remarkable that throughout his book he never designates those 
quadrupeds which are used for food by the word cattle, but al- 
wvfPS calk them either bastes or bestaylle. [See pages 7B and 344, 
&c. &c.] 

b That is, he who had occasion to exchange cattle for any 
other thing, must find a person who had that article to dispose 
of^ and at the same time wanted cattle. 
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soon found to be insufficient for the purposes of 
internal commerce, because the time which must 
be necessarily occuj)ied in weighing and assaying 
was more than could be spared without inconveni- 
ence. To remedy this, a method was devised to 
ascertain the weight and purity of the metal, on 
bare inspection, by a stamp impressed upon it. 

The date of this invention i^ too remote, and too 
much involved in fable, to be accurately jiscertained. 
From this obscurity, however, its high antiquity 
may be fairly inferred, and its origin be placed prior 
to all authentic profane history. 



PRIVILEGE OF COINING AND GIVING VALUB 
TO COINS. 

The Privilege of Coining Money has ever been 
claimed, and I believe allowed, as the especial Pre- 
rogative of the Executive Power in every nation ; 
and for this reason, says Blackstone^ that as Money 
is the medium of commerce, it i$ the King's Prero- 
gative, as the arbiter of domestic commerce, to give 
it authority, or make it current ^. 

The value at which the Coins are to be current 
is likewise in the breast of the King ; and if any un- 
usual pieces are coined, their value must be ascer* 
tained by Proclamation. But Sir William Black- 
stone seems inclined to think that in this Kingdom 
the Royal Prerogative does not extend to the de- 
basing or enhancing the value of the Coin, below 
or above the sterling value ; and in proof of his 
opinion refers to the fifth Statute of the 25 th year 

c Commentaries^ vol. I. p. S76. 
B 2 



4 PRIVILEGE OF COINING, &C. 

of Edward III. Chapter, the 13th ; the words of 
which are, '^ That the Money of Gold and Silver 
which now runneth shall not be impaired in weight 
nor in allay ; but as soon as* a good way may be 
found, the same be put in the antient state, as in 
the Sterling." But it is clear that either it was not 
the intention of this Statute to interfere with the 
King's Prerogative respecting the alteration of the 
Money, or that the words which I have marked by 
Italicks were considered as a saving clause, which 
rendered any compliance with the provisions of the 
Statute unnecessary, as under it might be pleaded, 
that the good way had not yet been found j for, 
in fact, Edward III. not only never did restore the 
Untient standard, but also, in this very 25th year, 
the standard, both of Gold and Silver, was actually 
lowered to that rate which continued during the 
whole of his reign ; and further variations in either 
the one or the other metal are to be found, at 
certain periods, as low as the reign of Charles II. 

Blackstone says, slightly, that Sir Matthew Hale 
appears to be of another opinion^; but the truth 
is, that he is decidedly of another opinion ; for he 
says, "the legitimation of Money, and the giving 
it its denominated value, is justly reckoned in jura 
rndjcstatis; and in England it is one special part of 
the King's Prerogative «." And, further, that as to 
the denomination or extrinsic value of Coin, it is and 

d Commentaiies^ vol. I. p. 278. The Author of the Mirror^ 
treating " Des Articles per viels Roys ordeins," saith thus : ** Or- 
dein fuit que nul Roy de cest Realme ne poet changer sa Money, 
ne impairer, ne amender, ne auter Money feire, que dc Ore ou 
d* Argent, sans Tassent de touts ses Cbuhtes 5*' that is, without 
assent of Parliament. [Coke, ^ Inst. Articuli super Chartas.'] 

e Pleas of the Crown, vol. L p. 188. 
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ought to be given to the King, as his unquestion- 
able prerogative ; and that it is seen in the following 
particulars: 

First, In the first institution of any Coin within 
this Kingdom, he, and he alone, sets the weight, the 
allay, the denominated value of all Coin; this is 
done commonly by Indenture between the King and 
the Master of the Mint 

Secondly, He may, by his Proclamation, legiti- 
mate Foreign Coin, and make it Current Money 
of this Kingdom, according to the value imposed 
by such Proclamation. This power is recognised 
by various Statutes^. 

Thirdly, He may inhanse the external denomi- 
nation of any Coin already established by his Pro- 
clamation ; and thus it hath been gradually done 
almost in all ages. This is sometimes called im- 
basing of Coin, and sometimes inhansing it ; and 
it is both ; it is an inhansing of Coin in respect of 
the extrinsic value or denomination, but an im- 
basing in regard of the intrinsic valued. 

Fourthly, He may, by his Prerogative, imb^se 
the species or material of the Coin, and yet keep 
it up in the same denominated or extrinsic value as 
before. It is true, that the imbasing of Money in 
point of allay hath not been very usually practised 
in England, and it would be a dishonour to the Na- 
tion if it should ; neither is it safe to be attempted 
without Parliamentary advice ; but surely, if we 
respect the right of the thing, it is within the King*s 
power to do it. 

My Lord Coke, in his Comment on Articuli super 

f As 1 Mary, chap. 6 5 5 £liz. chap. 11 5 and 18 £liz. chap. 1. 
S Various instances of this may be seen in the Annals. 
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CaftaSy Cap. 20, seems to imply that the alteration 
of Money in weight or allay may not be without 
Act of Parliament ; and for that purpose cites "The 
Mirror of Justices," Cap. 1,^ § 3 ; the Statutes of 25 
Edward IIL Cap. 13*», and 9 Henry V. Sess* 2, 
Cap. 6; and the Parliament Roll of 17 Edward III. 
fi. 15. But all that a man can conclude upon these 
is, that it is neither safe nor honourable for the 
King to imbase his Coin below sterling ; if it be at 
any time done, it is fit to be done by assent of Par- 
liament ; but certainly all that it concludes is, that 
jfen non debuit, h\it factum valet'^. 

Our Mbnarchs seem to have g'uarded this part of 
their Prerogative with extreme jealousy, and they 
have frequently resisted attempts to trench upon it. 

In the 5th year of Edward IL the Lords Ordain^ry 
^to whom the Government of the Kingdom was then 
intrusted) provided that no change should be ma<le 
in the Coin of the Realm without the consent of the 
Barons. in Parliament^; but this was annulled in 
the Parliament which sat at York in his 15th year^. 

In the 7th and 8th W. III. Cap. I. the second 
Section ordains that such weight and fineness as are 
prescribed by the present Indenture are declared to 
be, and shall remain to be, the standard of and for 
the lawful Silver Coin of this Kingdom. This ever- 
lasting Clause was repealed previous to a new Coiii- 
age of Silver in 1817, by Stat. 56 G. IH. c. 68. 

Other attempts were made to restrain diie exercise 
of this Prerogative in the 20th and 25iii years of 

h Sir Matthew Hale had before observed^ that, though this 
Statute be against it, yet it doth not absolutely forbid it. p. 193. 
i Hale's Pleas of the Crown, vol. I. pp. ISl— -194* 
^ Rolls of Parliameat, vol. I, p. 385. ^ Id. j».^86> 
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Edward III. who evaded giving a positive answ^ to 
thje Petitions of the Commons in the first instance ; 
and in the second the Statute was rendered of no 
effect by the saving clause before mentioned™; and 
the Prerogative was acted upon, until at length it " 
was recognised and confirmed by a Statute, 19 
Henry VII. Chap. 5, which enacted that the Coins, 
both of Gold and Silver, should be current in pay- 
ment for the sum that they were coined for. At 
subsequent periods also this Prerogative has been 
further acknowledged, as in the Statute 5 aqd 6 
Edward VI. Chap. 19, which forbids the giving pr 
receiving for Money a greater value than it had been 
declared by the King's Proclamation to be current 
for; in the Statute 6 and 7 William III. which 
enacts that no one shall sell pr pay Silver Mpney 
undipped for more than the same was coined for, 
uid. ought by law to go for ; and in a Statute which 
was passed in the 51st year of the present reign, to 
protect the Gold Coins from being melted down, 

, Since the Revolution it has haj^ned that the 
Kings of this Realm have occasionally exercised this 
Prerogative, on smaller occasions, without consult- 
ing the two Houses of Parliament : yet on greater 
occasions, such as a general Re-coinage, they have 
always thought it right to avail themselves of their 
advice and support"*. ^ 

m See Annals, under those years. 

n Lord LiverpooFs Letter to the King, pp.22 — 24. According 
to Lord 3acbn^ Henry VIL the most politic Atonarch who ever 
sat upon the throne of England, judged it expedient to permit 
all matters relating to his Mint to pass imder the cognizance of 
Parliament. <^ He did much to maintaine and countenance his 
Laws, which (nevertheless) was no impediment to hin;i to work 
his will. For it was so han<)eled> that neither Prerogative nor. 
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As to the impression of the Coins, the stamping 
thereof is the unquestionable prerogative of the 
Crown ®; and it was in very few instances communt* 
cated to those persons on whom the privilege of 
coining was conferred ; for, in general, the dies were 
sent to them, either from the Exchequer or from 
the Master of the Mint in the Tower. They were 
permitted, however, to add some distinguishing mark 
to their Coins, such as the initials of their name, part 
of their arms, &c. &c. 

The Coins are usually made current by Procla- 
mation ; but this is not necessary, nor is it prac- 
tised in all cases, for there is scarcely any King^s 
reign but there are various stamps or impressions 
of Money which never were thus published : and it 
seems that the Evidence of the Officers of the 
Mint, or their Indenture, would be sufficient to 
prove a Coin current, if it were not otherwise com- 
monly ktiown. Bat Proclamation is necessary in 
these cases following : 

To legitimate and make current Foreign Coin ; 
' To legitimate Base Coin of a Standard below 
Sterling ; 

To inhanse any Coin, already current, to an higher 
denomination ; 

And to decry any Coin that is current in usage or 
payment?. / 

Profit went to diminution. And yet ad he would sometimes 
strain up his Laws to his Prerogative^ so would he also let down 
his Prerogative to his Parliament. For Mint, and Wars, and 
Marshall Discipline (things of absolute power), he would never- 
thel^ bring to Parliament." [Hist, of Henry VH. p. 334.] 

o Blackstone*s Commentaries, vol. I. p. 277. ' 

p Hale's Pleas of the Crown, vol. 1. p. 197. 



MATERIALS OP MONEY. 

With regard to the Materials of which Money is 
to be made, Sir Edward Coke lays it down that 
the Money of England must be either Gold or 
Silver <J. At the time he wrote no other metals had 
been coined by authority of the Monarch ^; but Cop- 
per Coins were issued by Charles 11. in 167^^ to 
be current under certaip limitations. Similar li* 
mitations were, by Statute 14 George III. Chap. 49, 
^rtended to the Silver Coins ; so that, at this time, 
the Gold is the only Money which is unlimited in its 
circulation, and therefore that metal alone must be 
considered as forming the legitimate Coinage of 
this Kingdom ; the other Money being subordinate 
thereto, and intended to supply the want of smaller 
Coins, into which Gold cannot be divided without 
the greatest inconvenience, on account of the mi- 
nuteness of the several pieces. The Materials of 
which the antient Britons formed th^t medium of 
exchange which circulated amongst them, wheri 
Caesar first landed upon their shores, were, accord- 
ing to his representation. Brass and Iron * ; but at a 

q Blackstone's Commentaries^ vol. I. p. 277* referring to^ 
Coke's 2d Institute, 577. 

r The Farthing Tokens of James I. and Charles I. are not 
worthy Of the name of Coins. 

> Csesar de Bello Gallico, lib. V. cap. 10. The Histonaa of 
Dorsetshire has engraved some pieces wluch are vulgarly caUed 
Coal Money, from the material of which th^ are composed ; and 
says, that Antiquaries conclude them to be British Antiquities, 
but whether Amulets or Money is not agreed. It should seem 
that he was inclined to adopt the latter, as he observes that Coal 
is a cant term for Money. {Hutchins*s Dorsetshire, voLl.p. 1975 
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later period, that is, during die reign of Conobeline, 
they aj^iear to have struck Gold, Silver, and Copper. 

Daring the existence of the Anglo-Saxon and 
Anglo-Danish Government, there is reason to be- 
lieve that no other metals besides Silver and Brass 
were ccnned in their Mints. 

The use of the latter metal appears to have been 
ngected by the Anglo-Norman Monarchs, and Sil- 
ver became the sole material of Coinage Uxr a \oag 
extended period, until the more precipuff metal. Gold, 
was introduced into the Mint by Henry III. 

From this metal, ti^ether with Silver, were 
formed all the Coins which, during several centu- 
ries, the Monarchs of England permitted to be 
issued from their Mints ; to the great inconvenience 
of their inferior sulgect^, who required for their 
purchases Money of smaller value than the Penny, 
whidi seems to have been the lowest Coin until the 
reign of Edward I. as no Halfpennies nor Far- 
things-are known of any of the Anglo-Norman 
Monarchs before his time^. It has been supposed, 
by various Authoni, that in eariy times this incon- 
venience was in a great measure obviated by the 
coinage of Pennies with a Cross deeply indented on 
the Reverse, in order to facilitate their division into 
Halfjpennies and Farthings ; but such Coins have 

^ edit. p. 317.] The pieces are evideatlj turned in alatbe, with 
good mouldings on one side -, and it is not (nrobable that the Bri- 
tons possessed such a machine, or the ddOtt to use it in so work- 
manlike a manner if tSiey ha4 it. 

t Tins is to be understood of their Ei^lish OHnage onfy^ 
lor HaUpennies and Farthings of Iiifih Money, struck by King 
John, still exist. — The reign of Edward the Elder ^fords the 
cMily proof, now known, of the Coinage of Silver under the ndue 
of a Penny, by the Anglo-Saxons. 
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never yet been found, nor is it credible that any 
Prince would strike bis Money in such a manner at 
to insure the destruction of a great proportion of if*. 

The smallest pieces of Silver, i, e. the Farthings, 
were coined as long as the increased value of that 
metal would permit ; but at length their size was of 
necessity so much diminished, that the making them 
totally ceased in the reign of Edward VI. 

To supply their place, James the First caused 
.Farthing 1 okens of Brass and Copper to be struck, 
but at a value so tnuch inferior to the rate at which 
they were issued, that it was not thought fit to 
recognise them as legitimate Coins, and to enforce 
their currency, and therefore they soon sunk into 
contempt and disuse. 

The first real Copper Money was coined by 
Charles II. in 16'65; but it does not appear that 
it was ever made current, and therefore the com- 
mencement of a regular Coinage of that metal must 
be dated in the year 1672. 

Tin was hkewise coined by him in 1684. ' ' 

The necessities of James II. gave rise to the Coin* 
age of substances still more intrinsically worthless 
than even Copper and Tin ; namely, Gun-metal 
and Pewter. Such Coinages, hbwever, are scarcely 
worthy of enumeration here, as they never were 
imitated, the practice ceasing with the ruin of the 
inventor. 

Thus it appears that the more precious Metals ^ 
have been for ages, and still continue to be, used in 

u It s^pears extraordinary that the smaller pteces were not 
coined by the Anglo-Norman Kings, as it is certain they were by 
Edward tbe Elder, and prpbably by other of the Anglo-Saxon 
Monarchs. ' 
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this Kingdom as the chief Materials of Coins. But 
although they are, of all known substances, the best 
calculated^ in some respects, for that purpose, be- 
cause they are the most solid, divisible, and durable, 
yet they possess other qualities which are highly 
injurious to the integrity and preservation of the 
Coins, as they expose them to the avarice and the 
depredations of mankind. This is a natural conse- 
quence of their high intrinsic value as articles of 
commerce, which not only gives a considerable pro- 
fit upon the issuing of base counterfeits, but also 
causes the Coins themselves to be diminished by 
clipping, and other various means, and even at 
times to be actually melted down, and destroyed, 
on any increase in the value of that Bullion of 
which they are composed. 

'The precious Metals, being articles of commerce 
in the state of Bullion, are liable, like other articles 
of commerce, to fluctuations in price, occasioned 
either by the demand for each of them respectively, 
or the quantity in the market, by which their rela- 
tive proportions to each other are almost perpetually 
varying. These alterations are carefully watched by 
needy men, who, in defiance of the Laws of Jheir 
Country, avail themselves of the advantage which is 
to be made by the exchange of one kind of Money 
for the. other, to the destruction of those Coins 
which are formed of that metal which happens to 
rise in value above the price at which it is fixed in 
the Mint. These are some of the inconveniehoes 
which attach to Coins formed of the precious 
Metals, and which, a; they originate in qualities 
necessarily inherent in them, can only be palliated, 
but not absolutely removed. 
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If, however, in order to remedy these inconve- 
niences, which result from the intrinsic value of the 
materials, a Coinage should be projected of some 
substance which is supposed to have none ; it will 
be found that this expedient, whilst it obviates all 
those objections which are inseparable from a Coin- 
age of Gold and Silver, will yet introduce others 
which are absolutely insurmountable. History re- 
cords one attempt, and one only^, to form a Coin- 
age upon this principle. The Iron Coins of Sparta 
are said to have been quenched in vinegar, in order 
to render them unfit for those purposes to which 
that metal may be applied when in a malleable 
state, and thus to have rendered it of no value \ 

But this mode of Coinage ,(even if it were possible ' 
for that operation to have produced upon the metal 
the required effect) was, Hke many other parts of 
Lycurgus's plan, specious in theory, but defective 
when applied to practice. It required, to give it the 

^ Unless the following extract^ from Sir John Maundevile's 
Voiage> should be allowed to prove the existence of a Leader 
and Paper Currenqr in Tartary during the fourteenth century 4- 
^^ This Emperour [i. e. the Great Chan] may dispenden als moetM 
as he wile^ withouten estymacioun. For he despendethe not^ ne 
makethe no Money^ but of Lether emprented^ or of Papyre. And 
of that Money^ is som of gretter prys^ and som of lasse prys^ 
aftre the dyversitee of his Statutes. And whan that Money hatha 
ronne so longe that it begynnethe to waste^ than men beren it to 
the Emperoures Tresorye : and than thei taken newe Money for 
the olde. And that Money gothe thorghe out alle the Contree, 
and thorghe out alle his Provynces. For there and bezonde 
hem> thei make no Money nouther of Gold nor of Sylver. And 
therefore he may despende y now> and outrageously.'* [Maun- 
devile's Voiage, London, 1727i( 8vo. p. 287.] ^ 

» Plutarchi Opera, in Vita Lycurgi, voL I. p. 44^ ed. Paris, 
1624. 
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proper force, a simplicity of manners which has 
never existed, for a length of time, in any state pos- 
sessing the means of intercourse with its neighbours. 
It precluded the Spartans from all possibility of ex- 
change with other nations (except by the way of 
barter) and reduced them to the necessity of con- 
fining their wants almost solely to the productions 
of their own countiy. But sqch a forbearance was 
more than even Spartan virtue could long endure. 
Though it cannot now be exactly ascertained at 
what period they began to despise their own rude 
Money, and to covet the more generally circulating 
Coins of their neighbours, yet it is known that, in 
little more than half a century from the establish- 
ment of Lycurgus's Code, a dispute concerning Mo- 
ney (which unquestionably was not the Money of 
Sparta) was the cause of the first Messenian Wary. 
. The failure of this experiment, which was made 
under circumstances the most favourable, and sup- 
ported for a time by popular enthusiasm, clearly 
evinces it to be necessary that the Material of Mo- 
ney should have some intrinsic value; no matter 
whrther it be real, or only given to it by the general 
consent of mankind. If it be otherwise, it will be- 
received from necessity alone; and the universal 
adoption of Money of that kind would, in a short 
time, return commerce .to the barbarism of its in- 
fant state, and re-establish barter as the universal 
mode of exchange. 

y UniFersal History, vol. \I. p. 28. 
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From the high intrinsic value of the Materials 
which have been generally adopted for the formation 
of Money, and from the necessity of mixing those 
Materials with others of inferior worth, in order to 
their preservation, has been derived the practice of 
reducing that mixture to a fixed proportion, which 
is called The Standard of Fineness. Therf is' also 
another Standard, namely, that of the Weight of 
each individual Coin. And both these two are 
commonly understood when the Standard of the 
Coins is spoken of. 

From the slight account which Caesar has afforded 
us respecting the Brazen and Iron substitutes for 
Money amongst the antient Britons, no conclusions 
can be drawn as to the Standard adopted by them^ 
as he says only, in general terms, that they adjusted 
their -brazen masses and iron rings to a fixed weight, 
but has not given any proportions. 

The Coins of Cunobeline are of too high a valoe^ 
irom their rarity, to be subjected to an assay, and 
consequently there are no means by which their 
Standard of Fii^ness can be ascertained; and it will 
be seen, from the Explanation of the Plates, tfaatt 
those which have been preserved to our times do 
not form aliquot parts of any certain unit. This, it 
is probable, was occasioned only by the inaccuracy 
of the workmen ; but it totally prevents the ibrmar 
tion of any theory as to their relative value with re- 
spect to each other. 

The Standard of the Anglo-Saxon and Anglo- 
Danish Money is involved in almost equal obscurity. 



l6 > STANDARD. 

No written documents have yet appeared which can 
elucidate the subject; and from the Coins them- 
selves (unequally formed as they are, and varying 
from about 14 Troy Grains to somewhat more than 
26) no correct inferences can be drawn as to their 
weight. If it be true, however, as it is conjectured, 
and indeed (as will be seen in the following Annals) 
is highly probable, that William the First made no 
alteration in the Standard, which was used in the 
Mints of this Kingdom, at his arrival here; and 
that the Statute of the 51st year of Henry III. 
which declared the weight of the English Penny, 
was declaratory only, and did not introduce any 
new proportion ; it may fairly be concluded that the 
Angld-Saxon Pennies, as well as the Anglo-Norman, 
vary from that weight only on account of the care- 
lessness or incompetency of the Moneyers. The 
fineness appears to have been nearly equal to the 
present Standard, namely, eleven ounces two penny- 
weights fine, and eighteen pennyweights of allay ; 
with the exception of some particular Coins of Bur- 
gred King of Mercia, and of Aelfred the Great, 
which are of much coarser metal. . The earliest ac- 
couiits which mention this Standard of Fineness, 
and which are to be found even in the reign of Ed- 
ward I.^ always speak of it as of high antiquity, and 
distinguish it by the title of The Old Standard of 
England. 

' To the. Saxons then may be referred, with great 
probability, the introduction of this Standard, both 
of Fin^eness and of Weight, into' the Mints of 
Britain. 

« Se^ the Annals, under the year 1399 or 1300, the 28th of 
Pdwardl. 
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It has been conjectured, but as it should seem on 
very slight evidence, that the Saxons « were, before 
their arrival in Britain, entirely ignorant of the 
Arts, and that they had not even any Coined 
Money. But this latter supposition is contradicted 
by many circumstances, and by none more forcibly 
than by their early Coinage in this Island ; which^ 
instead of imitating the Boman Coins, as it would 
unquestionably have done had the Saxons been un- 
acquainted with Moiiey before their arrival here, 
difiers from it not only in type, but in the more 
essential points of weight and fineness ; for, if the 
Standard of the Anglo-Saxon Money be accurately 
stated above, it is of less allay than the Roman ; and 
their Money Pound is considerably heavier than the 
highest estimate at which the Roman weights have 
been placed*. The weight of the Anglo-Saxon 
Coins was regulated by a Pound which, I presume, 
they brought with them from Germany, and which 
in later times was known initj^y^t Country by the 
name of the Cologne Weight. It was applied here 
solely to the use of the Mint, and was known for 

a The old Tower or Saxon Ounce, as Troy Grains. Dec. 
taken from Accounts in the Exchequer, 
A. b. 1527 ..--... 450 — 

The present Colonia Ounce - - - 451 38 

The old Saxon or Tower Ounce, as taken 
from the Chamber of Accounts at PariS; about 
£dward the Third's time, after A. D. 1327. 461 76 

[Clarke's Connexion of Roman, Saxon, 
and English <]roihs, p. 24.] 
Greaves makes the Roman Ounce - - 438 ^^ 

[See his Works, vol. I. p. 340.] 
Dr. Langwith reckons it at no more than 434 — 

[Observations on Arbu^not, p. 4.] 
VOL. I. C 
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many years by the appellation of the Pound Tower, 
that place being the chief seat of the Mint. 



TOWER POUND. 

I know not when it first received that appellation, 
but I have met with it in an Indenture of the l8th 
year of Edward III. and it continued in use until 
the l8th year of Henry VIII. when it was aboHshed 
by Proclamation, and the Pound Troy was esta- 
blished in its stead. 

The Pound Tower differed from that which is 
called Troy in weight only, for it consisted of twelve 
ounces, each ounce of 20 pennyweights, and each 
pennyweight of 24 grains ; but the whole was lighter 
than the Troy iPound by three quarters of an ounce. 
The following Table will shew the proportions of 
the divisions of these two Pounds. 

Thirty-two Wheat Corns, from the midst of the 
ear, the weight of a Sterling ^. 

Whe at Corn equal to one Troy Grain. 

Pennyweigkt equal to 22^ Troy Grains. 
Ounce equal to 450 Troy Grains. 
13 I Pound Tower equal to 5400 Grains, or 1 1} 0«.Troy. « 



li 



32 



24 



480 



5766 



20 



240 



^ This was established by a Statute of uncertain date^ but 
whieh is commonly placed under the 51st year of Henry IIL 

c The following comparison of the Troy weight with Tower 
is in a MS. relating to Mint affairs in the Librar/ of the Society 
ot Antiquaries j the first page of which is signed by Sir Robert 
Cotton. 

Troy Weight. Tower Weight. 

A Grain. ... is equal to. . a Grain and 8 Mites. 

A Pennyweight dwt. 1| Grains and ^ Mites. 

A Quarter of an Ounce. . jQuarter and 8 Grains. 
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This Standard of eleven ounces two pennyweights 
fine and eighteen pennyweights of alloy, and of the 
weight of twenty-four grains to each Penny, became 
highly respected throughout Europe, and was dis- 
tinguished by the natne of Sterling, a term which at 
length came to be considered as equivalent to that 
of Penny, and indeed almost superseded it. 



STERLING. 

Although this word has continued in use even to 
these times, yet its origin and derivation are still 
doubtful and unsettled. 

The opinions of writers upon this subject are ex- 
tremely various ; but the most probable appears to 
be that which deduces it from the Easterlings, who 
at some period were employed in regulating the 
Coinage ; and that period I would fix between the 
year 1086, when the great survey of the Kingdom 
was completed, in the reign of William I. and the 
4th of Henry II. A. D. II58, when the first instance 
of its use occurs ^. For if the term had been intro- 
duced before the completion of Domesday Book, it 

Troy Weight. ToWer Weight. 

A Half Ounce H^and 16 Graio's. 

An Ounce Ounce and quarter and ^ Grams. 

A Pound 1^ Ounces 16 dwts. 

A Journey of 30lb 32 lb. 

100 lb ;.. 1061b. and 8 Grains. 

This Table appears to have been drawn up by some one con- 
nected with the Mint^ from the minute divisions of the Grain^ 
and from the technical term of a Journey, both of which are pe- 
culiar to that office. 

d Le Blanc, Traits Historique des Monnoyes de France, p! 153. 

C 2 
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is scarcely possible that it should not have appeared 
in that Record, where such various modes of pay- 
ment are stated. 

This derivation has also the sanction of consider- 
able antiquity. Walter de Pinchbeck, who was' a 
Monk of St. Edmundsbury in the reign of Ed- 
ward I. says, when describing the mode of Coinage 
which was then used, "sed Moneta Angliae fertur 
dicta fuisse k nominibus opificum, ut Floreni h, no- 
niinibus^ Fiorentiorum, ita Sterlingi k nominibus 
Esterlingorum nomina sua contraxerunt, qui hu- 
jusmodi monetam in Anglia primitus compone- 
bant."^^ 

The term Jertur, in this passage, seems to place 
the arrival of these workmen at some time beyond 
the memory of the writer (who, as he lived in an 
Abbey which enjoyed the privilege of a Mint, could 
scarcely have failed to know the circumstance per- 
sonally^ if it had taken place in his own time) ; and 
this might well have been the case, even if they 
were originally brought over in the reign of King 
Henry II. in whose fourth year the money of this 
kingdom, which had been much debased during the 
time of King Stephen, was restored to its due weight 
and fineness ^ 

A very able numismatic antiquary has objected to 
this derivation, because, whilst all our Historians 
write the word Esterlingi^ it js in our public records 
invariably SterlingL The reason of which diffep- 

« Antiq. S. Edmundi Burgi> Appendix^ p. 134. V, 

f This is the date in Annales Waverlienses, viz. 1158 : but 
Hoveden fixes it in 1156. Bdth these authors speak of it as a 
general Re-coinage 5 a circumstance which renders very probable 
the introduction of new workmen. 
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ence, he says, it was never his good luck to disco- 
ver ; but that it is alone sufficient to invalidate 
the opinion that they were first coined by the Eas- 
terlings?. 

The accuracy of this statement cannot, I believe, 
be contested ; but the weight of it may be balanced 
by an observation which is equally incontestable,* 
namely, that, wherever the French language is used 
in our public Records, there the initial e is re- 
tained^. 

In this case of doubt my readers must determine 
the question by their own judgment ; and that they 
may be the better enabled to do this, I shall give 
below a reference to the various derivations of the 
term Sterling, by those who have written upon the 
subject, classed under the several heads *. 

S North's Remarks on Clarke's Conjectures^ p. 29. 

^ See the Statutes to the end of Edward lll.j and Rolls 
of P^liament^ vol. II. passim^ and Rymer's Foedei^a, vol. IV. 
p. 777, and vol. V. p. 45, and on the same Roll, Libras Sterlingo- 
rum, p. 46. 

' Stare or Starling. 
Lyndwooii's Provinciale, page 171, note a. Oxon. 1679, folio. 
Polydore Vergil, Lib. XVI. page 304. Basil, folio, 1534. 
BeUeforest's Cosmography, as quoted by Thynn, in Heame's Cu- 
rious Discourses, vol. I. p. 13. 



A Little Star. 
Polydore Vergil, as quoted above. 
Belleforest, as quoted above. 
Nicolson's English Historical Library, p. 253. 
Tate, in Heame's Curious Discourses, vol. II. p. 316. 



Sterling in Scotland. 
Grafton's Chronicle, under the year 1227- 
Holland^ in Curious Discourses, vol. II. p. 319. 
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Whatever may be determmed respecting the Ety- 
mol(^y of this word, or the time of its introduction. 

Hector Boece^ in his History and Croniklis of Scotland^ when 
speaking of English Money> invariably calb it Striuelyng. 
See folios 193, b. 195. 200, b. 217, b. 230, b. 



SXeORe, A Rule or Standard. 
Somner*sGlossary to Twysden*s Decern Scriptoresj with whom 

Wise inclines to agree. Num. in Serin. Bodleian, recon. 

Catalogus, p. 229. 
Kennetfs Parochial Antiquities, in the Glossary. 
Pegge*s Assemblage of Coins by Archbishops of Canterbury, p. 78- 



ST03R, Standard, and All or ALLINC, Noble, the 
Noble or Royal Standard. Simon's Essay on Irish Coins, 
p. 12. 

[But if the Etymology of this word must be carried back to 
the Saxon times, that is, to a period when there is no evidence to 
prove that the thing itself was known, why may it not be de- 
rived from Gajreim Eastern, and Lm;, an adjunct which denotes 
the peculiar state of the word of which it forms the termination ? 
Easternling then would be something pecuhai'ly of Eastern 
origin.] 



£TEPEO£. SoLiDus, i. e. integer et pbrfectus. 
Junii Etymoiogicon Anglicanum. 



Esterlings. 

Sir Thomas Lake, Heame's Curious Discourses, vol. I. p. 10. 

Francis Thynn, Id. p. 13. 

James Ley, Id. p. 15. 

Arthur Agarde, Id. vol. II. p. 317. 

WiUiam Pattin, Id. ibid. 

Brou^ton, Id. p. 318. 

John Stowe, Id. ibid. 

Thomas Talbot, Id, pp. 320 and 379. 

Henry Burchyer, Id. p. 321 . 



STANDARD. 2$ 

it is undoubted that it was in use all over the Con- 
tinent of Europe tor the purpose of peculiarly desig- 

Camden's Remmns> article Money. 

Skinner^ Etymologicon Unguse Anglicanse. 

Lye's Additions to Junius, from Skinner. 

Spelman*s Glossary j but doubtfully, on account of Sterilensis, 

which occurs in Ordericus Vitalis. 

[I question, however, whether Sterilensis and Sterlingus are to 
be considered as equivalent terms j because in Ordericus Vitalis, 
Moneta Anglica and Librae Sterilensium occur in the same pas- 
sage as things distinct (p. 495). I have not met with the word 
in any other Historian, nor indeed in any other Author, except- 
ing as a quotation from Ordericus.] 
Cowel's Law Dictionary. 
Clarke's Connexion of Roman, Saxon, and English Coins, p. 80. 

[He does not, however, entirely agree with the Authors re- 
ferred to before him, for he considers Libra Esterlingorum to 
mean the Pound Easterling, in contradistinction to Libra Otci* 
dua, the Pound Westerling.] 

As the date of the Introduction of this word has been nearly as 
much the object of controversy as its Etymology has been, I sub- 
join the opinions of various Authors : 

Brought in by the Saxons. [Garke*s Connexion, p. 80.] 
A. D. 855, — ^860, by Osbright at Sterling. [Harrison in Holin- 

shed, p. 43 } but denied by Holinshed, p. 186.] 
A. D. 928. not improbably. [Pegge's Assemblage, p. 78.] 
William I. soon after his time. [Lowndes's Report, p. 16.] 
Stephen, or Henry IL and not before. [Talbot, Hearne*s Curi- 
ous Discourses, vol. It. p. 380.] 
As old as 33 Henry II. [Ley, Curious Discourses, vol. I. p. 16.] 
Richard I. [Belielbrest, as quoted by Thynn, Curious Dis- 
courses, vol. I. p. 13.] 
Before the reign of John. * [Heneage, Curious Discourses, II. 321.] 
In Henry III.'s time, or before. [Tate, Curious Discourses, 

vol. II. p. 315.] 
Henry III. [Polydore Vergil, lib. XVI.] 
Edward I. on account of Coins struck by him at Sterling. [Hol- 
land, Curious Discourses, vol. IL p. 319.] 
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nating the Money of England ; and it is a striking 
circumstance in the History of our Coinage, that 
the fineness of the Silver Money, which was ex- 
-pressed by it, has preserved its integrity unbroken 
from the reign of Henry H. (at the lowest calcula- 
tion) down to the present time — a period of more 
than 600 years ! ^ 

In the earliest times the Silver Coins were profes- 
sedly equal in weight and in tale. I say professedly, 
because^ either from the irregularity of their divi- 
sion, or' more probably from design, as it was too 
nearly general to be imputable to accident, they 
very rarely reached to the counterpoise of a Penny- 
weight. At that professed Standard, however, they 
continued for more than 200 years from the Nor- 
man Conquest, that is, until the sSth year of Ed- 
ward L From that time until the 43d of Elizabeth, 
a period of full 300 years, the legal weight of the 
Coihs was progressively diminished ; and yet, not- 
withstanding the variations in the price of Bullion 
which have taken place since the conclusion of her 
reigO) the weight continued stationary for more than 
200 years ; that is, until the 55th year of the present 
reign. 

When the Gold Coin was first introduced into 
our Mirits by Henry HI. the metal was of 24 Car 

^ From this must be deducted, about twenty years^ from the 
latter end of the reign of Henry VIII. to thevb^nning of Eliza- 
beth's ; which form an era highly disgraceful to the Mint. 

This Standard was, by Statute 7 and S William III. Chap. 1, 
declared to be the lawful standard of the Kingdom. The varia* 
tions from it> in the Coins which were struck solely for the use of 
Ireland^ may be seen by referrii^g to the Index. 
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rats^ fine, that is, pure Gold. It remained so until 
the l8th of Edward III. when a different Standard 
of 23 Carats 3§ Grains fine Gold and half a Grain 
alloy was used. 

This was debased by Henry VIII. as low as 20 
Carats. He Ukewise coined Crowns of Gold at 22 
Carats ; a standard which, from that circumstance, 
took the name of Crown Gold, and which, in the 
reign of Charles II. was made, w|iat it ha^ still con- 
tinued to be, the sole standard of the Gold Coins. 

The following Tables will shew the variations of 
the Standard both of Silver and of Gold. 

1 The Carat is a Bean> the fruit of an Abyssinian tree called 
.Kuara. This Bean^ from the time of its being gathered^ varies 
very little in its weighty and seems to have been, in the earliest 
ages, a weight for Gold in Africa. In India it is used as a weight 
for Ditmonds, &c. Bruce's Trayels^ yoL V. p. 66, 
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A Table of the Standard Fihbnsss of Silybk Movet; Anglo- 
Saxon and Anglo-Norman GnnsSt^rliDg, except inafew Inrtances, 
whose Standard is unknown. 



REIGN. 



Fine. 
Ok. Dwt 



llJohn 

38 Edward I.... 
9 Edward lU. . 

18 

19 . 

30, S3 . 

37 . 

30- 



9 RIcbafdlL. 
18 ., 

SHeniyiV. .. 

9HeniyV.... 

1 Henry VI. .. 

4 

34 ... 



49 ... 

4 Edward iV.. 
5 ■ .. 

7 .. 

8 .. 

11 .. 

13 :. 

16 .. 

18 .. 

83 ————— *, , 

1 Richard III. 
19 Henry VII.. 

39 

]8HeniyVIII. 
33 

33 

34 

36 

37 

I Edward VI. 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 Maiy 

3&3Phil.&Mar. 
3 and 4 



I Elizabeth. 



3 

19 

3& 

40 

43 

1 James I... 
10 Charles I. 



ENGLAND. 



Alloy. 

02.~ 



11 3 



1 3 

1 3 

1 3 

1 3 

1 3 



I 3 
1 3 
1 3 



1 3 



10 
6 
4 
4 
4 
6 
3 
3 

11 



11 1 



U 3 

II 3 

II 3 

11 3 



11 3 
11 3 



Dwt. Oz. 



18 



18 
18 
18 
18 
18 



18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 



18 



18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 



19 



19 



18 

18 

18 

18 



18 
18 



IRELAND. 



Fine, 
Dwt. 



AUoy. 
Oat. Dwt 



11 3 
10 



11 3 



11 8 

11 3 

11 3 

9 6 

8 

4 



3 
4 
3 
3 
3 
11 



3 

3 18 

9 

11 3 



18 
3 



18 



18 

18 

O 18 

3 14 

4 








18 



9 

9 3 

3 

18 



SCOTLAND. 



Fine. 
Oz. Dwt. 



Alloy. 
Oz. Dwt. 



11 3 



18 
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Remarks on the foregoing Table. 

For the Irifh Standard, 36 H. Vlli. Simon, p. 34, copies Leake, who at p. SIO 
gives the above proportion for Ireland, and says it was one ounce coaner thain the 
English of the same year. But the English was then, as is stated ahove, only six 
ounces 6ne. 1 therefore suspect that the whole statement is incorrect, and that 
for eight ounces fine we should read four, according to the Standard of the 
English Coins, as they were reduced in the next year. 

The Standard 7 E. V|. Is from an Indenture dated June 11. As this was a few 
days only before the King's death, it probably was never acted upon in his time. 
Polices, p. 48, note. 



A Table of the Standard Finekess of Gold Money. 



REIGN. 



Fine. 
Car.Gr. 



Alloy. B Fine 
Car.Gr. Car.Gr. 



Alloy. 
CarX«r. 



Fine. | Alloy. 
Car.Gr. Car.Gr. 



Fine. 



Car.Gr. Car.Gr. 



Alloy. 



Henry III. 41 

Edward III. 18,19, 
30,83,27,30 .. 

Richard II. 18 

Henry IV. 3,13.. 

HenryV.D 

Henry VI. 1,4,24, 

49 

Edward IV. 4, 5, 
8*, 11, 16,22 .. 
Richard III. 1.... 
HeniyVII. 19,29 
Henry VIII. 18... 

22&23 

34 

36 

37 

Edward VI. 1 and 2 

3 

4 

6 



Maryl 

flhiabeth 1&2.... 

19, 25, 26 

:. 27,35.... 

- — 43 

James 1 & 2 

3 

10 

17 

.29. 



Charles 1. 2 & 12.. 
Charles II 



FineG. 



23 3i 



Oi 



23 3i 



0^ 



23 ^ 

23 3| 

23 3i 

23 3J 

23 3^ 



01 
Oi 

0} 



31 

II 

31 
31 
31 
31 



01 

01 

01 

01 

01 





01 
01 



23 



1 



22 
22 

22 



22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 



2 
2 

2 



2 
2 
2 



2 



20 
20 



4 

4 



The Afiglo-Scotish Gold Coins are all of 22 Carats fine. 
Gold was never coined for the use of Ireland exolusively. 



* According to Lowndes, the Gold Coins 8 Edward IV. were of the fineness 
hmre given ; but the Indenture of that year in ArduBolo^a, vol. XV. p. 167| states 
it at 23 Carats 3 Grains oifly. 
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RELATIVE VALUE OF GOLD AND SILVER. 



Rbion. 



James I. 17 



Gold. 

Fine.AUoy. 
car.gr. gr 



Fiae.AUoy 
car. car. 



SiLVBR. 



Proportion. 



Charles II. 15 - 



William and! 
Mary, no date / 
George I. 3 - 



18- 



Fine. Alloy. 

'^'^'"•^'''ll tolSK^'rOldStandard^ 

1 'l to 13444 New Standard; 
— J I making a further rise of 

i rl^ Old Standard. 

V ^^^ New Standard. 

1 to 14444 New Standard ^ j 
a rise of Simper cenU; 
making, from the acces- 
sion of JamesL inaspace 
of sixty years, a rise in 
the value of Gold of 324i 
per cent. 

1 to 154fH^^- 

110 15^2/,^^. 

ltol5^V^^ a ris^ of 
5 per cent The whole 
rise from 1 James I. that 
is, a space of 115 years, 

was394TP^<^^'' 




IPS 

ISo 

(y 

B^ 

119 
6|19 
J16 

~17 



i: 

u 



0.^ 



V 



31,32- 
[Vol. L] 



- p Val. 



Two 

Gui- Val. 

neas. 



Five 
Gui- 
neas. 



Val. 



ShtlUngs. Val. sovereign, Val. 



Half 
Sove- Val 
reisn. 



40 



5 3 



5 3 



6474 



4^ 



100 
105 



105 



1 



43-r 



»V 7 o| 



|123TVaVkr «0| 



10 



^tm 



STANDARD. 



3d 
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Half. 

pence. 
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1 ^o« o o 00 1/3 ^ 2 04 2 2 1 O 1 00 00 00 0* r^ 1 1 
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1 1 1 1! 1 1 1 1 Ml i 1 1 1 1 rn 1 
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STANDARD* 



A Table of the different Denominations oi Cop- 
per and Tin Coins, with tfadr respective Weights 
in Trot Grains. 



Reigv. 



DenoBuitttioii. 



James L - 11 FurthingTokeiLO 6 



Charles L- 10 
Charles n. 24 



- 32 

- 35 

Tin 36 

James II. 

Tin 1 

Tm 3 

ITiDiam&Maiy 

Tin 3 



'Hn 6 
- 13 
3 
9 



I 



Anne 

George I 

Wood's 
Money 

George II. 2 

Wsh{^^ 

George III. 10 

37 

40 



46 



The same 

Halfpenny^ 

Farthing 

Halfpenny 

Halfpenny 

Farthing 

Farthing 
Halfpenny 



{Halfpenny 
Fartlking 
{HaUjpenny 
Farthing 
Farthing 

{Hal^nny 
Farthing 
Ifa^penny 
Farthing 

{Halfpenny 
Farthing 
Halfjpomy 
Farthing 
Halfjpenny 
Farthing 

{TwoPtenny 
One Penny 
Halfpenny 
Farthing 
rPenny 
< Halfpenny 
LFar^ng 



{ 



Weight. 



lb.«s. dwt.gr. iS. <. d. 




Pbond 

coined 

into 



14 3 Sndliii^ p. 8. 








from 130 gr. 
to 107.5 







O O 5 140 3 2 



2 
O 1 




O 



j}» 



Leake^ p. 375. 
Leake^ p. 375. 
Snening,p.37» 



Snelling> p.37. 
Sftefling, p.37. 

9^Belling^p.38. 

Snellingy p.43. 

Soelling, p.44. 



I 

1 

2 

2 6|^nMm, p. 71. 
1 llSnelling,p.44. 
Simon, p. 73. 



Proclamation. 
Proclamation^ 



2 OPjrodamatkm. 
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THE CONSTITUTION OP THE MINT. 

Of the manner in which the Britons conducted 
the Coinage of their rude substitutes for Money, no 
notices can now be recovered. Few regulations in^ 
deed would be required, where an equality of weight 
appears, from Caesar's account, to have been the 
sole object in view. 

If the Romans did actually coin in Britain, there 
can be no doubt but that their Mints were worked 
by the same Officers as were employed in other 
parts of their Dominions; but no documents have 
at present been produced in proof of it : nor is any 
thing known respecting the Mints of the British 
Kings after the departure of the Romans. 

On the early Anglo-Saxon Coins are found, be- 
sides the names of the Monarchs, those of other 
persons, who are with great probability conjectured 
to have been the Moneyers ; because on the later 
Anglo-Saxon Money the names of those officers fre- 
quently occur, with the addition of their title of 
' office. 

From the circvimstance of their names being in- 
scribed on the Coins, it is reasonable to conclude, 
that they were responsible for the integrity of the 
Money ; and likewise, that they were the principal 
Officeris of the Mint, because inferior Officers would 
have given security to their superiors, whose names 
would have appeared on the vMoney as a pledge to 
the Sovereign that it was duly executed. The si- 
lence also of the Anglo-Saxon Laws, and of Domes- 
day Book, as to other Officers of the Mint, whilst 

VOL- I. D 
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they so frequently mention the Moneyers, greatly 
corroborates the opinion that they were the only 
persons employed in the Anglo-Saxon, and early 
Anglo-Norman, Mints, except perhaps occasional 
labourers. And it is observable, that, when in the 
reign of Henry I. the Money was so much corrupted 
as to call for a sentence of most exemplary severity 
on the offenders, the punishment is said to have been 
inflicted upon Moneyers only, without the least no- 
tice of any other Officer. This was also the case 
upon a similar occasion in the reign of Henry H." 

It should seem, however, that the Reeve had, in 
the Anglo-Saxon times, some kind of connection 
with the Mint, or jurisdiction over it ; for in the 
Laws of Cnut it is provided, that if any person ac- 
cused of lalse Coinage should plead that be did it by 
Hcense from the Reeve, that Officer should clear 
himself by the triple Ordeal. If he failed to do 
this, he was to suflfer the same punishment as the 
falsifier himself; which, in the same chapter of the 
Law, is said to be the loss of that hand by which the 
crime was committed, without any redemption either 
byGotd or Silver®. 

As it would scarcely be possible for the Reeve to 
prove the falsity of such an accusation, it seems pro- 
bable that his situation with respect to the Mint 
was such as to make it his duty to superintend the 
operations of it, and to prevent all clandestine piao< 
tices. Indeed I suspect that, in this instance^ 
Cejiepi does not mean (as it has generally been un- 

n A more full account of the Moneyers will be given under 
that bead in the List of Officers, 
o Wilkins Leg. Ang. Sax. p. 134^ cap. 8. 
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derstood to do) the Chief Magistrate of the Town, 
but the Principal Officer of the Mint ; for this, how- 
ever, I have no other authority to produce than the 
tendency of the above-recited extract from Cnut's 
Laws. 

After the Norman Conquest the Officers of the 
Mint appear to have been, in soipe degree, under 
the authority of the Court of Exchequer, as they 
were admitted to their respective stations in that 
Court, and took before the Treasurer and Barons 
the usual oaths of office. 

The amount also of the Bullion which was brought 
into the Mint by Merchants, who were bound to 
deliver a certain quantity in proportion to the 
weight of various articles imported by them, was 
likewise returnable into the Court of Exchequer, in 
order that the Master might be charged with such 
Bullion in his account p. . 

If the Gerefa, above-mentioned, were not the Pre- 
siding Officer of the Anglo-Saxon Mints, I am un- 
able to ascertain at what period it became necessary 
to place some permanent superintending authority 
in the Mint, to prevent the ill practices of the Money- 
ers ; but it is probable that such an Officer was ap- 
pointed between the 26th year of Henry II., when 
the Moneyers alone were punished for the adultera- 
tion of the Money, and the third year of Richard I., 
when Henry de Comhill accounted for the profits of 
the Cambium of all England, except Winchester ^. 

The Mint, however, did not attain its full consti- 
tution of superior officers until the l8th of Edward 

P Rolls of FEorHameut^ vol. III. p. 392> from Claus. 4 R. II. 
m. 39. ^ Madox^ Hist. Exchequer^ vol. II. p. 13S. 

D 2 
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II. when, as far as I have been able to discover, the 
Comptroller first appeared, and delivered in his Ac- 
count, distinct from those of the Warden and Mas- 
ter, as theirs likewise were from each other. Thus 
they operated as mutual checks, and no fraud could 
be piractised without the criminal concurrence of all 
those three persons. 

One of the principal offices, natnely, that of 
Cuneator, and probably others, descended by inhe- 
ritance, even in the female line, and the inheritor 
was sometimes allowed to sell it^ 

From a very early period the Moneyers seem to 
have enjoyed exclusive privileges. In the 33d year 
of Henry II. the Moneyers of York were expressly 
exempted from the payment of the Donum which 
was assessed upon the men of that City*. 

In the 18th year of Henry III. the Mayor, &c. of 
the City of London were commanded not to, infringe 
upon the liberties of the King's Moneyers of Lon- 
don, by exacting from them Tallages or other Cus- 
toms contrary to their privileges *. 

And before his 41st year those privileges af^iear 
to have been extended to the whole body of Officers 
belonging to the Mint ; for at that time the Bailiffs, 
&c. of Canterbury were ordered to appear in the 
Exchequer, to receive judgment for having dis- 
trained upon the Officers of that Mint ". 

The earliest Grant of these privileges, by Char- 

' Dugdale's Baronage, vol. II. p. 31. See the account of the 
Office of Cuneator. 

8 Madox, Hist. Exch. vol. I. p. 635. Sec York Mint. 

t CL 18H.III.m.30. 

u Mado3^^ Hist. £xch. vol. I. p. 748. See Canterbury Mint. 
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ter, was in the reign of Edward I. when the Officers 
of the Exchange, and of the Mint^ were (by the 
names of the Keepers of the Changes of the City of 
London and Canterbury, the Labourers, or Workers, 
Moneymakers or Coiners, and other Ministers de- 
puted or appointed unto those things which touch 
the Office of the Changes aforesaid) freed from all 
Tallages, and were not to be put into any Assizes, 
Juries, or Recognizance, and were to plead before 
the said Keepers of the Changes only, except in 
Pleas appertaining unto Freehold and the Crown. 

These privileges were granted to them so long as 
they should continue in the above-mentioned offices ; 
and were confirmed by Edward IL in his second 
year, with this addition, that they were to be quit 
of all manner of aids and contributions, as well as 
tallages, and, that if at any time they should, of 
the'ir own proper will, grant any aid or contribution, 
such should be levied upon them by the Keepers of 
the Exchanges aforesaid, and that no other should 
intermeddle. The Keepers themifielves were, in 
such case, to be taxed by the Barons of the Exche- 
quer. Letters Patent to the same effect were issued 
by Edward IIL Richard IL Edward IV. Henry 
VII. Henry VIII. Edward VI. and Philip and 
Mary ^. All these are referred to in the Charter of 
Incorporation which was granted by Elizabeth in 
the first year of her reign, but those of Edward I. 
and Edward II. alone are given at length. 

w There were also Confirmations in the 1st of Henry IV. [Pat. 
pt. 5. m. 25] J 1 H. V. [Pat. m. 28] j 5 H. VI. [Pat. pt. 1. m. IT^i 
18 H. VI. [P^t. pt. 3. m. 25] j 23 H. VI. [Mich. Commun. Rot. 
17. Madox's MSS. No 69. p. 94.] 
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In that year her Majesty, at the hamble suit of 
the Keeper of the Changes, the Labourers, Coiner^, 
and Ministers, d^uted or appointed to those things 
which do touch the Offices of the Change, and in 
consideration of certain general words in the former 
Grants, which had occasioned them and their Pre- 
decessors to be molested, inquieted, and vexed, and 
because they should be able more especially to ap- 
ply themselves to the business of their office, was 
graciously pleased to grant and confirin to them the 
Letters Patent and Grants aforesaid. 

And to remove all the doubts and ambiguities to 
which the former Grants were supposed to be liable, 
her Majesty incorporated them by the name of the 
Keeper of the Changes, and the Workmen, Coin- 
ers, and other Ministers, deputed to the said Office; 
to be from thenceforth one Body perpetual, and one 
Commonalty perpetual, in deed and in name, and 
to have perpetual succession ; to be of capacity in 
law to purchase lands, &c. by that name^, and to 
hold to them, and their Successors for ever ; to im- 
plead and to be impleaded ; to answer and to be an- 
swered in all Pleas, &c. in any Court ; and to have a 
Common Seal y. 

' I have not discovered that this Company at large did ever 
purchase lands, but it will be seen hereafter that the Moneyers 
actually did. See account of the Moneyers. 

y The Seal, which is used at this time, bears the impression 
of an antique castle, placed between the letters g. r. On the 
dexter side of the upper turrets is a shield with the Arms of 
England, and on the sinister side another shield, bearing, quar- 
terly, in the first and fourth quarters the Arms of England and 
, Scotland quarterly, in the second France, and in the third Ire- 
land. Around the whole is this inscription : sigil : cor : cus- 
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By this Charter all the Officers had privilege of 
not being put, against their' will, in any Assizes, 
Juries, Inquisitions, Attaints, Grand Assizes, or Re- 
cc^izance whatsoever, even although they touched 
the Crown. The Workmen, Coiners, and Minis* 
ters were to stand right before the Keeper of all man- 
ner of Pleas, Suits, Actions, and Plaints, touching 
themselves ; Pleas to Freehold, and specially per- 
taining to the Crown, excepted. -None of the Offi- 
cers was to be made Mayor, Bailiff, Collector, 
Searcher, or Assessor of the Tenths, Fifteenths^ 
Subsidies, Tallages, or other impositions to be 
granted, or any part of them, or any other Officer, 
or Minister of the Crown, against his will. And all 
of them were to be quit and exonerate for ever, in 
the City of London, Town of Calais, and all other 
Cities and Towns, from all and singular Assizes, 
Lones, of and for wine, ale, beer, and all victuals 
whatsoever, to be made, and from all Tallages, Aids, 
Gifts, Contributions, Fifteenths, Tenths, Scots, Sub- 
sidies, and all other impositions to the Queen, or to 
her Progenitors, late Kings of England, granted or 
to be granted ; and none of them to be distrained 
or molested in their lands, &c. for any of the pre- 
mises, but to have due allowance and discharge of 

TODis CAMB : OPERAT : BT ALioRVM MiNiST. This Seal IS evi- 
dently a copy from one of a more antient date, but I have not 
been able to trace it further back than the reign of Queen Anne. 
The peculiar bearing of the first quartering in the second shield, 
where England and Scotland are placed quarterly, is, I believe, 
unknown in any other instance ^ at least it has hitherto escaped 
the researches of my friends in the College of Arms. 

Besides this Seal the Mint has a smaller one, with a represent- 
ation of the White Tower, and over it mint office. Both these 
are engraven on one corner of the Numismatick Map. 
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such Tallages, &c. before the Treasurer and Barons 
of the Exchequer for ever ; and no oorn, liay, horse 
grain, ploughs, carriages, sheep, hogs, pigs, carts, 
oxen, poultry, or other merchandise, things, goods, 
victuals, and chattels of whatsoever kind, to be taken 
from them by any Purveyor of the Queen, or her 
Heirs, any Statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 
This Charter bore date at Westminster on the 20th 
of February ; and there were subsequent Confirma- 
tions of it in the second, third, fourth, and fifth years 
of her reign *. 

It should seem, however, that these privileges 
were sometimes intrenched upon, even by the Mo- 
narch who granted them. In the 22d year of Ed- 
ward IV. when the King, in order to relieve his 
poor subjects from the continual taking of their 
goods for the expenses of his household, for which 
they were not sufficiently paid, ordained that cer- 
tain sums should be taken yearly, for that purpose, 
from the Customs, &c. ; the Warden of the Mint 
was charged with 100 Marks*, And the same in 
1485, the first year of King Henry VII. ^ 

« Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 29. The Witnesses to this Charter 
were persons of the highest rank : 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 

The Earl of Exeter, Chancellor. 

The Bishop of Ely. 

The Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester. 

The Earl of Warwick, Chamberlain of England. 

The Earl of Essex, Treasurer. 

Sir William Hastings, Chamberlam of the Household. 

Sir Humphrey Suthwyke, Kt. 

Mr. Robert St^Uyntone, Keeper of the Priry Seal. 

• Rolls of Parliament, vol. VI. p. 199. ^ Id. p. 299. 
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They were likewise exposed to particular attacks 
from the Corporation of the City of London. 
: In the year 1536 Mr. Martin Bowes had three 
years respite granted to him from the charge of the 
office of Sheriff of that City ^ ; and it will be seen 
hereafter [in the 31st of Elizabeth] that this was 
drawn into a precedent. 

In the year 1575 a Petition appears, in which the 
Officers of the Mint pray the Treasurer, Chancellor, 
and Barons of the Exchequer, for relief from the 
payment of a fifteenth, &c. which had been granted 
to the Queen in Parliament. As the ground of this 
prayer, they state the Charters of Edward 11. and of 
Elizabeth. The Petition is signed by all the Offi- 
cers, and is given under their Common Seal ^. 

But. it should seem that this Representation was 
passed by without notice, fof about two years after- 
ward several of the Officers were charged with the 
second part of the Subsidy which had been granted 
by the last Parliament ; and another Petition was 
accordingly presented, b^ging relief according to 
the tenor of the Charters. This, it is remarkable, 
was not signed by all the Officers, nor sealed with 
the Common Seal, but had the signature of the 
Warden, and his seal only ^. 

In the same year the privil^e of exemption from 
public offices was attempted to be iniringed by the 
Court of Aldermen of London, who non^inated the 
Warden one of the Sheriffs. Of this he complained 
to the Privy Council, and prayed to be relieved from 

c Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 210. 

^ Id. p. 120. The Seal does not, of cour8e> appear in this MS. 

• Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 196. 
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a daty which was incompatible with his statioa in 
the Mint. Tl^ Privy Coancil, by the Queen*s com- 
mand^ directed the Akkrmen to release him from 
that appointment, on the ground that he was ex- 
empted from such offices by the privileges which 
had been granted by her Progenitors, and confirmed 
by herself^. 

This was upon the 3d of August ; but from a let- 
ter which bears date tl^ 7th of that month it ap- 
pears, that on account of some particular circum- 
stances, the Warden was induced to wave his privi- 
lege, and to promise to accept die office of Sheiifl^ 
provided those who were nominated should r^use 
to serve. But after this promise the Warden in- 
formed LfOrd Burleigh, in a letter dated upon the 
13th of the same month, that in consequence of the 
directions which had been given by *he Privy Coun- 
cil to the Mayor and Aldermen, he had obtained 
what he desired, according to the form of her Ma- 
jesty's Letters Patents. 

Here it might be supposed that the matter would 
have rested, and that the City would not have dared 
to act again in opposition to a Royal Charter. It is, 
however, certain, that another attempt was made to 
establish the right of the Corporation to nominate 
the Warden of the Mint to the office of Sheriff, for, 
on the 14th of August in the year immediately fol- 
lowing, that is, in the 21st of Elizabeth, the Court 
of Aldermen agreed to grant to Mr. Richard Martin 
three years respite from the charge of the office of 
Sherifl^ the same indulgence having been granted to 
Mr. Martin Bowes in the 28th year of Henry VIII. 

f Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 200. I? Id. p. 202. 
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This s^reement was confirmed by a Common Coun- 
cil on the 12th of February following ^. 

These two entries seem to prove that the Corpo- 
ration of London carried, at that time, their point 
against the Warden, whose duty it unquestionably 
was not to have accepted such indulgence, but to 
have opposed to it the exemption to which he was 
entitled by Charter. Why he neglected to avail 
himself of his privilege cannot now be determined ; 
but it is evident that he did not plead it, for if he 
had, he would not have failed to state that circum- 
stance in his account of the transaction, when he 
recited the two entries of the proceedings of the 
Corporation, which are still extant in his hand- 
writing '. 

The Charter of Privileges was again confirmed by 
James I. in the second year of his reign. 

On the 19 th of September 1642, the Company of 
Moneyers in the Mint in the Tower of London pe- 
titioned that an order might be given for the stay of 
any Levy upon them fot the Bill of -ig.400,000. 
This was referred to a Committee; and the Levy on 
them was ordered to be suspended for the present. 
At the same time a Committee of five was appointed 
to consider of the Petition, and to think of some 
way for their relief, in such manner as that the said 
Bill should not be dispensed with K 

On a further Petition from the same, on the 21st 
of December, their horses were ordered to be secured 
to them ^ 

h Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 210. 

i Harl. MSS. No 698 ) which is a volume of Papers reUiting to 
Mint afiairs, collected by Richard Martin. 
k Commons Journals, vol. II. p. 772. 1 Id. p. 898. 
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On the 27th of April 1^44, it was ordered by the 
Parliament, that the Officers, Ministers, Moneyersj 
and Labourers of the Mint, who were actually eta- 
ployed there, and whose names should be certified 
under the hand of Sir Robert Harley [then Master], 
should be exempted, as to theit persons, from im- 
prest upon any occasion whatsoever ; and that the 
Warrant, under Mr. Speaker's hand, for their ex- 
emption, should be allowed by the House, and stand 



It was also ordered, that the Committee concern- 
ing the Mint should meet, and suddenly make a 
Report "». 

It does not, however, appear that it was ever 
made ; but on the 26th of June Sir Robert Harley 
was ordered to prepare, and bring in, an Ordinance 
for confirming such privileges to the Working Mo- 
neyers as the two Houses should think fit ". 
' This seems not to have produced any thing deci- 
sive, for on the l8th of October a Petition from the 
Company of Moneyers in the Tower of London, 
desiring the enjoyment of their privileges, which 
had for many hundreds of years been granted to 
them, was read, and referred to a Committee of 
twenty-four, together with all the Lawyers of the 
House, to inquire into the privileges which were 
claimed by the Oflficers and Moneyers ; and to con- 
sider what privileges would be fit to be allowed for 
their encouragement ; and to make their Report 
upon the whole matter ®. 

Upon the next day it was ordered, that all the 

m Com^ions Journals^ vol. Ill, p. 470. n Jd.p. 543. 

o Id. p. 668. 
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Merchants of the House should be added to the 
Committee which had been appointed, upon the 
preceding day, for the Moneyers of the Mint. And 
it was further ordered, that the examination and. in- 
quiry into the misdemeanors and miscarriages of the 
Mint^ and the Officers thereof (which were already 
under the e:^amination of the Committee of the 
Revenue) should be continued, and referred to the 
consideration of that Committee p. 

I have not been able to discover whether this 
Committee ever delivered in any Report, or whether 
further proceedings, of s^ny kind, took place; nor 
have I met with any thing further relating to the 
privileges of the Officers of the Mint, until the 14th 
year of Charles II. when the Charter of Elizabeth 
was again confirmed; as it was also by the Indenture 
which was in force in the year 1744} and which es« 
tablished the Officers in their Houses, Places, &c. 
and in their Charters and Privileges. It likewise 
ordained that they should have free gress and egress, 
without any let from any Officer of the Tower ; and 
the bringers of Gold and Silver to the Mint were to 
have the same ^. 

These privil^es they continue to enjoy unto this 
day. 

To counterbalance, in some degree, these advan- 
tages, it appears that in antient times, such for in- 
stance as the reign of Edward III. they could not 
leave the kingdom without special license ^ 

Soon after the date of their Charter of Incorpora* 

P Commons Journals^ vol. III. p. 670. 
4 Pdlet^s Abstract of the Indenture, which, was in force in 
1744. MS. r Clans. 3 £. IIL m. 9. dors. 
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tion by Elizabeth, which gave to them a Common 
Seal, it seems to have been intended to add the pri- 
vilege of bearing Arms. For this purpose a Draft 
of a Grant was made, in the second year of that 
Queen, by William Hervey, Clarencieux, but the 
Grant was never compleated. 

The Arms, as emblazoned in the Draft, were — 
Ar. a Cross Azure charged with a Bezant in the 
centre between two Harts' heads erased Or, above 
and below, and on each side a Bull's head erased 
Argent, horned Or; in each of the two upper quar- 
ters of the Cross a Fleur de lis Azure, in the lower 
ones a Castle Sable. On a Chief Gules a Lion 
passant regardant Or, between, two Cross Croslets 
fitch^e Argent. 

The form of the Grant was, to *^ thole comunalty, 
felowshipe and mynysters of the Mynt. — By what 
name so ever they be at this present nomynated and 
called, or by what name they maye herafter be no- 
mynated and callyd, and to their successors for ever- 
more. To use, beare, and shewe, in shilde, sealle, 
banner or banners, stander or standers, pencell or 
pencells, at all tymes herafter, without impediment, 
lett, or interruption of any person or persons." * 

No such Arms, nor indeed any other, are borne 
by the incorporated Officers of the Mint. 

8 Hervey's Grants^ in the College of Arms, folio 77. This 
Grant is indorsed^ in a cofe'val hand, xxvij of November, ao 2o 
Elizabeth. 
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OF THE WAGES OP THE OFFICERS. 

The following slight notices are all that I have 
been able to gather, upon this subject, from the 
Records of early times. 

In the 35th year of Henry III. the Warden's 
salary was two shillings a day *. 

In the 33d year of Edward I. the Porter of the 
Mint and Exchange received nine pence a day ; and 
the same in the 9th of Edward II. and the 23d of 
Edward III. 

The Warden's salary in the 23d year was as be- 
fore, two shillings a day ; at which time his Clerk 
received nine pence, and the Keeper of the Dies six 
pence a day ". 

In the 25th and 31st years of Henry VI. it was 
two shillings and six pence ; but I have not disco- 
vered when the rise took place. 

In his 32d year the Engraver had twenty pounds 
per annum. 

The person who held the offices of Comptroller, 
Exchanger, and Assayer in the first year of Edward 
IV. was to take the usual daily wages, amounting to 
26/. 13^. 4rf. per annum. 

In the second year' of the same King the En- 
graver's wages were, as before, twenty pounds per 
annum. 

^ See the account of the Mint in the Tower of London. 

u These wages are stated in the Return to a Writ of Inquiry 
which was instituted in the 34th year of Henry VI. [Bundle in 
the Tower^ unclassed*] 
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And in his sixth year the salary of the Warden's 
Clerk was nine pence a day *. 

In the tenth year of Edward III. the Workmen 
of the Mint of London petitioned the King for an 
increase of their allowance for Coinage ; alledging 
that they were at that time at greater expense, and 
bestowed ipore labour, in forming the Monies, than 
had been usual in former times, so that they could 
not maintain and continue such expense and labour 
unless their allowance was increased. 

The King, being willing to grant their Petition if 
just, commanded John de Wyndesore, Warden of 
the Mints of London and Canterbury, together with 
Lapine Roger, and others experienced in such mat- 
ters, to inquire whether the allowance were suffi- 
cient, and if not, to determine what addition should 
be made ; and they were ordered to make their Re- 
port in Chancery, under their seals, without delay y. 

A Warrant was in consequence issued, and La- 
pine Roger, and Roger Rikeman, Exchangers, of 
London, and Stephen Boke, having been examined 
on oath by the Warden, the following Report was 
made: — That, having inquired diligently respecting 
the necessary expenses of the Master of the Mint 
and the Workmen, viz. of Alloy, Clay, and Salt, 
and other things used in the making of new Money, . 
and also of the expenses occasioned by the waste 
arising from the whitening of the Halfpennies and 
Farthings, on account of the increase of the Alloy, 
and from the hardening of the metal of the said 

X See London Mint. 

7 Clans. 10 E. III. m. 19. dors. Rolls of P^liament^ vol. II. 
p. 448. 
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Coins in working and coining, they were of opinion 
that the work could not be carried on without an 
increase of three Pence for each Pound, at the least, 
and with that the Workmen ought reasonably to be 
contented. Then, whereas of old they received for 
all costs, colour, &c. for a Pound of Halfpennies 
seven Pence Halfpenny, and for a Pound of Far* 
things nine Pence Halfpenny, they would receive 
for the former ten Pence Halfpenny^ and for the 
latter twelve Pence Halfpenny, so that the Master 
should have of increase two Pence, and the Work- 
men one Penny*. 

The following Tables of Fees and Wages for the 
several Officers in the years 1584, 1599, i649j 1^8$, 
1739j 1743, and 1797, will shew the progressive 
increase of them. 



A Table of Fees about 1584*. 

£. s. d. 

Master or Tresurer -- ----100 

Coipptroller .---..-- fig 134 

Assay Master -..-.. --66 134 
Auditors --------^4468 

Allowance for Paper and Parchment - 10 

Tellers of Monies ^ Fee apiece - - - 33 6 8 

« Bundle in theTower^ undassed. The Report is entitled — 
Informatio super augmentattonemmercedisMonetariorum. The 
Warrant bears date June 1, 10 E. III. 

» Peck's Desiderata Curiosa^ vol. I. lib. IL p. 11. See also a 
Collection of Ordinances^ &c. for the Government of the Rojal 
Household, p. 255. 

b WDliam Wightman, Teller, 1584. MS. Knight. Peck. 

VOL. I. E . 
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£. S. d. 
Surveyors of the Melting House, Fee 

apiece --------- 26 13 4 

Clerk of the Irons --1368 

Cleric of the Mint - -.---- 10 
Chief Graver -------- 30 00 

Chief Finer 10 00 

Melters 3, Fee apiece -----1368 

Sinker (rf Irons - -------10 00 

Branchars[Qu.Blancher8?J 2, Fee apiece 13 6 8 

Purveyor 10 00 

Potmaker --------- 10 O 

Porter ---------- 10 

Diet to all the foresaid Officers of the 

Mint, weekly -- 110 

A Table of Fees and Salaries, 1599*^. 

^. s. d. 

Warden -' ---100 00 

Clerk 20 00 

Comptroller 66 13 4 

Clerk ^ --------- 13 6 8 

Assay Master -------- 66 I3 4 

Clerk 10 00 

Weigher and Teller ------ 33 6 8 

Clerk -------- ---10 00 

Surveyor of the Meltings -----26 13 4 

Clerk of the Irons-— 13 6 8 

Clerk --- 10 00 

Chief Clerk 20 

Clerk of the Papers 20 

c Snelling*s View of the Silver Coin and Coinage of England* 
p. 55, from Goldsmith's )5tore House, p. 75, 1M[S. 
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^. S. d. 

Two Auditors ------ --2000 

Smrth of the Mint ------ 10 00 

Porter -- -10 00 

Chaplain --------- OI34 

Sexton ---.--.-.-040 
Assay Master --^---.-40 op 
Purveyor -^----.--20 00 

Chief Engraver -------3X)00 

Second Ditto 40 00 

Assistant to Engravers -----20 00 

Table of Fees and Diet, 1649 **• 

Warden, by die year -----1000 

Clerk ----- 20 00 

Comptroller ------- 66 l^. 4 

Clerk IS 6 B 

Assay Masters, number not specified - 66 13 4 

Clerk ----- 10 00 

Twp Auditors. To each for his Clerk 
10/. ^d to each for Parchment, Ink, 
Paper, and other necessaries, lo/. 

per annum -------- 40 00 

Tellers, No number mentioned - - 33 6 8 

Clerk 10 00 

Clerk of the Irons - - I368 

Surveyor of the Melting House -" - - 26 13 4 

Clerk 10 00 

Grayer of the Irons ------ 30 00 

Under Assay er -------- 40 00 

Under Graver -------- 40 00 

d Commons Journals, vol. VL p. 251. See Annals und^r this 
year. 

E 2 
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£.9. d. 

Sinkers of the Irons. No number - - 20 O 

Smith - ----10 00 

Porter 10 OO 

Parson of the Chapel in the Tower, for 

hisTythes 1S4 

Sexton --r------- 044 

For the Diet of the Officers ----5200 

Two Clerks, to be employed for the 
keeping of Books, and other services, 
by the direction of the Officers; to 
each 20l. per annum -----40 00 

Fees and Salaries payable to and by the 
Warden, 1^89*. 

Warden -- 400 

For a Clerk • --- 40 00 

Comptroller -------- 300 

For a Clerk ---40 00 

Their Majesties Assay Master - - - 200 

For a Clerk --- 20 00 

Surveyor of Meltings and Clerk of Irons 110 

For a Clerk --10 00 

Weigher and Teller ------ 90 00 

For a Clerk ------ -.-10 00 

Assistant to the Weigher, &c. - - - 40 

Chief Clerk and Clerk of the Papers - 100 

Porter -20 00 

To the Minister -- 400 

Sexton. ---------- 100 

e Lansdown MSS. vol. 346. 
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Payable to and by the Master and Worker. 

^. s. d. 

Master, -----5000O 

For three CSerks 120 00 

For an Assayer -------- 60 00 

For a Purveyor ------- 20 00 

Engineer --------- lOO 

Three Roettiers chief Engravers - - 325 

The Smith Assistant to the Engravers 50 

A Table of Fees and Salaries, 1739'. 

Warden ---------- 400 

Clerk 50 00 

Comptroller- -------- 300 

Clerk 50 00 

Assay Master -------- SOO 

Clerk 25 00 

Weigher and Teller - I3000 

Clerk ---- 12 10 

Surveyor of the Meltings - - -'| 

Clerk of the Irons - - - - - - > 132 10 

Clerk - - - - ^ J 

Chief Clerk 60 00 

Clerk of the Papers 40 

Two Auditors 40 00 

Porter ---- 25 00 

Chaplain 400 

Sexton 100 



t Snelliog's Silver Coinage, p. 53. 
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^. S. d. 

Master ---.--•--- 500 

Three Clerks --- 15000 

Assay Master -------- 60, 00 

Purveyor ---------35 oo 

Chief Engraver ------- ^00 O 

Second Ditto -------- go OO 

Third Ditto -------- 80 

Assistant to Engravers - • - - - 40 

Provost of Money ers*as Eogineer - - 100 O 

Clerk to the Warden - - - - --100 00 

Surveyor of Money Presses - - - - 40 

Nine Moneyers f of a year at 25/. and f 

at 40/. ---------356 00 

A Schedule or Table of the Fees and Salaries 
of the Office of His Majesty's Mint, within 
the Tower of London, payable to and by the 
Warden, 1797^ 

To the Warden for himself - - - ^ 400 
To him for a Clerk ------50 00 

To him for another Clerk ----100 

To the Comptroller ------3 00 00 

More to him for a Clerk -----2500 

To the Weigher and Teller - - - -130 

More to him for a Clerk -----I2 10p 

To the Surveyor of the Meltings - - 80 
More to him for a Clerk -----12100 

To the Clerk of the Irons - - - - 40 O 

% Snelling*s Silver Coinage^ p. 53. 

t Twenty.fourth Report of SelectCommittce in Finance 1797, 
Supp. B. 
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£. s. d. 

To the Auditors of the Mint - - - 40 

To His Majest/s Chief Clerk - - . tfo 

To the Porter of the Mint - - - - 45 

To the Clerk of the Papers - - - - 40 

To the Minister ------- 400 

To the Sexton 100 

Payable to and by the Master and Worker. 

To the Master for himself - - - - 500 

To him for three Clerks -----15000 

To him for an Assayer -----100 00 

To him for a Fireman to his Assayer - 25 

To hin\ for a Purveyor -----25 00 

To him for the Smith Assistant to En- 
gravers ------ ---40 00 

To him for a Surveyor of the Money 

Presses --------- 40 00 

To him for an Office Keeper - - - 25 

To the chief Engraver ----- 200 

To the second Engraver ----- 80 

To the assistant Engraver - 80 

To the Provost of the Moneyers exercis- 
ing the office of Engineer^ and keep- 
ing all the iron tools and utensils in 

repair -----.---- loo 

The Net Receipts for the several Offices were, 
in 1797, 

Warden -- -- 374 6 8 

Master 4318 13 

Comptroller -------- 397 

King's Assay Master ----- -393 11 4 



58 covsiiTimoN of the mint* 

£. s. d. 

Weigher and Teller 125 12 8 

Surveyor of Meltings and Clerk of Irons 1 23 
King's Clerk and Clerk of the Papers - 99 8 
Minister and Sexton of the Garrison for 

the time being ------- 45 

Assay Master to the Master - - - - 309 3 

Chief Engraver 1 66 I3 4 

Assistant Engraver ------ 80 

Probationer Engraver -----70134 

Smith Assistant to Engravers - - - 206 15 7 
, Surveyor of Money Presses - - - - 60 

Purveyor ----- ---45 00 

Clerk to the Master 66 00 

Porter ----- 78100 

Office Keeper -------- 25 00 

Clerk to the Warden ------lOOOO 

Stamper of Weights ----- -237 10 

Solicitor, by Salary ------ 63 00 

Moneyers, Corporation of - - - 5839 16 6' 

By an Act which was passed on the 12th of July 
1799 the Master's Salary was fixed at ^.SOOO per 
annum^ in lieu of all Fees, &c. which he was accus- 
tomed to receive-* ; and by an Indenture between 
the King, and the Right Hon. William Wellesley 
Pole, made on the l6th of August 1815, the follow- 
ing Salaries were fixed for the other Officers. 

i Twenty-fourth Report of Select G}mmittee on Finance^ Sup- 
plement B. 
j Statute 39 G. III. chap. 94. 
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A Schedule of Salaries of the Officers of His i 
Majesty's Mint. 1815. 

£. s. d. 
To the Deputy Master, per annum - 800 
To the Master's first Clerk - - - - 100 
To the Master's second Clerk - - - 80 
To the Master's Assay er - - - - - 400 
To the Fireman to the Master's Assayer 62 
To the chief Engraver . - - - - 500 p 
To the second Engraver - - - - 200 p 

To the Superintendant of Machinery 

and Clerk of the Irons - - - - 700 
To each Member of the Company of 
Moneyers, when the whole Coinage 
of Gold and Silver Monies in the 
Mint in one year shall not amount to 

500,000/. -40 00 

To the Warden 434 2 

To his Clerk 70 20 

To his other Clerk 92 100 

To the King's Assayer - ... - 900 
To the Comptroller (as at present), "but 
to be increased to 600L per annum 
upon the death or retirement of the 
present Comptroller - - - - - 289 10 6 
To the Deputy Comptroller, (this Offi-* 
cer to become principal at the same 
Salary upon the death or retirement 
of the present Comptroller, and no 
Deputy to be afterwards appointed,) 
per annum -----..- fiOO 
To the King's Clerk and Clerk of the 

Papers --.------ 400 
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jg. s. d. 
To the Solicitor, in lieu of all charges 
whatever (except for money out of 
pocket) -------- 1200 

To tlie Weigher and Teller - - - - 200 

To the Probationer Assayer - - - - 200 O 

To the Fireman to the King's Assayer 88 O 
To the Survej'or of Meltings - - - 100 O 
To the Surveyor of Money Presses - - 100 

To the Mint Porter 70 00 

To the Master's Porter .---.52 

To the Office Keeper 25 

To the Stamper of Money Weights - 250 
To one Job-man, per diem - - - - 3 C 

To the Gate Porters, each per diem - 036 
For sweeping the Premises, per annum 35 
To the Minister of the Tower - - - 
To the Sexton -------- OOO 

To each of the Officers aforesaid whose 
Salary shall amount to 400/. or up- 
wards (except the Solicitor), after 
such Officer shall have been upon the 
establishment of the Mint for ten 
years, and the Master and Worker shall 
have certified his good conduct to the 
Commissioners of the Treasury, an 
addition, so long as such Officer shall 
continue on the establishment, of 
per annum -------- 20 00 

And for every period of three years 
during which he shall continue on 
the establishment after ten years, a 
further addition of, per anntiwi - - 15 
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^. S. d. 

To each of the Officers aforesiaid whose 

Salary shall amount to lOOl. and not 

amount to 400/. after such Officer, &c. 

&c. &c. as above, per annum - - - 15 
And for every period of three years, &c. 

&c. as before, per annum - - - 10 O"^ 

In antient times extraordinary methods were re- 
sorted to in order to furnish the Mint with Work- 
men. Thus in the 31st year of Henry III. a Writ 
was issued authorizing Reyner de Brussell to bring 
into England, from beyond the seas, persons skilled 
in the coinage and exchange of Silver, to work in the 
Kingdom, at the King's charge \ 

And in the 25th year of Edward III. Henry de 
Brusele and John de Cicestre, Masters of the Mint, 
were appointed, by Letters Patent, to chuse and 
take as many Goldsifniths, Sihiths, and other Work- 
men in the City of London, and other places, where 
it might seem expedient to them, as should be ne- 
cessary for the Works of the Mint in the Tower of 
London ; and to bring the said Workmen to the said 
Tower, and to place them there to work at the 
wages allowed by the said Masters. And any of 
them which should be rebellious in that case, to 
seize and arrest, and to detain in prison within the 
said Tower, and to keep in safe custody until the 
King should determine upon their punishment. 
These Letters were directed to all Sheriffs, &c. who 
were commanded to assist the said Masters in car- 
rying their provisions into execution ™. This power 

^ Indenture printed by order of Parliament^ May 30, 1816. 
1 Pat. 31 H. III. m. 3. m Pat 26 E. III. pt. % m. 13. dors. 
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to take Workmen, &c. for the service of the Mint^ 
was not discontinued in the reign of Elizabeth ^. 

I shall now give an account of the Duties of the 
respective Officers, from a MS. drawn up by An- 
thony Pollett, who was Clerk to the Comptroller in 
1748, and died in the year 1754® ; inclosing with 
brackets such variations as occur in earlier times ; 
and shall add a List of the Names as far as I have 
been able to collect them. 

The Warden. 

what relates to him distinct from the other 
officers: 

The Master shall pay to him for Salaries ^.1470 
per ammm. 

Whilst the King allows^.52 per anmim towards 
the Diet of the Officers, it is to be paid by him. 

He shall pay the Salaries in the Schedule an- 
nexed. 

He shall yearly account before the Auditors, and 
shall be allowed Officer's Fees, Salaries, and Diet, 
Chargesj Expense of Repairs of Itfouses and Offices, 
under the Avowment of the Master, Comptroller, 
and Assay Master, or any two of them ; the Master 
to be one. 

Shall be discharged by Letters Patent without fee. 

When necessary shall make two Piles of Weights, 
one for England, and one for Scotland. 

£In the reign of Elizabeth it was his duty to enter 

n Indenture with Lonison 14 Eliz. Harl. MSS. 698 ; which 
eays expressly that they are to work at the Queen's price, 
o Snelling*s MS list of Officen. 
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in a Ledger Book the weight, price, and fineness of 
all the Bullion which should be brought from time 
to time into the Mint, with the names of the parties, 
and the day p.] 

HIS DUTY CONJOINTLY WITH OTHER OFFICERS. 

Warden and Master. 

[In the time of Elizabeth, after the Bullion was 
received, and the Assays made and reported^ and 
entered in the Warden's Ledger, the Bullion was to 
be put forthwith into a Ch<$t with two keys (one to 
remain with the Warden, the other with the Master), 
and to be kept there until delivered to the melting. 

The Warden to keep a Book of the melting, and 
of the Pot Assays, and that and the Ledger of the 
Bullion to remain in his custody, and to be signed 
monthly by him and the Master^.] 

Warden, Master Worker, and Comptrollbr. 

When the Money is coinypleated, they shall lock 
it up, until it is assayed and delivered to the Im- 
porters. 

Proof shall be made in their presence of weight 
and fineness. 

Two pieces shall be taken out of every fifteen 
Pounds weight of Gold, and two pieces, at least, out 
of every sixty Pounds weight of Silver. One to be 
for the Assay % and the other to be put into a Box, 
locked up by the Warden, Master, and Comptroller, 

P Indenture 14 Eliz. Harl. MSS. 698. q Id. 

' That is, for the private Assay in the Mint; tihe other piece is 
resenred for the Trial of the Pix. 
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to be tried hereafter before the King or Council, in 
the presence of the said Warden, Master, and 
Comptroller. They are bound to attend every Wed- 
nesday to receive Bullion, and to deliver out Mo- 
nies ; which they may also do on such other days 
as they shall appoint. 

They are empowered to allow the Moneyers one 
Penny per lb. weight on Silver coined, in considera- 
tion of their performing their work well, and making 
18 o». weight in every hundred weight of Silver into 
•mall Monies, and returning but ^ in Scissell. 

The Moneyers and all other Officers of the Mint 
are enjoined, under pain of disfranchisement and im- 
prisonment,'to work when required by thenr. 

The Moneyers and their Apprentices are to attend 
the service of the Mint, or the Warden, Master, and 
Comptroller are to punish, and expel, offenders. 

They or any of them may, at the King's price, 
engage as many Gravers, Smiths, Workmen, and 
Labourers, to work in the Mint, as shall to them 
seem needful. And all Mayors, &c. are required 
to be aiding 8. 

They may punish and remove the said Gravers, 
&c. at discretion. 

Faulty Dies are to be defaced in their presence, 
and not otherwise. 

When they require it, the Clerk of the Iron shall 
give them an account what blank Dies have been 
delivered to the Gravers, sunk, hardened, worn out, 

8 This, I presume, refers to the power which was formerly 
given to them of taking Workmen, even against their wiU, to 
whick all BCayors, &c. were to give assistance. But thii power 
could not exist in Pollett's time. 
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returned^ or remaining in hand, that account may 
be kept. . 

Before they have sight of the Milling, they shall 
take an oath of secrecy before the Treasury. 

None shall inhabit in the Mint, except the Officers 
and others who have a right, without their consent. 

The King's Assay Master shall try the value of 
disputed Gold or Silver in their presence ; and the 
Master is bound to stand to his Report. 

The Melting Books which are kept by the War- 
den, Comptroller, and King's Clerk, are to be 
monthly subscribed by the Warden, Master, and 
Comptroller. 

The Coinage Money received by the Master to be 
kept under their keys. 

Warden and Comptroller. 

If the Monies, on the Trial of the Pix, be not 
found good in fineness, and yet within the Remedy, 
they shall record the Lack, and a true account shall 
be given to the King, who shall receive the whole 
profit by that Lack. And if it shall be found bet- 
ter in weight, fineness, or both, such Bettemess 
shall be entered on Record, and hold place to the 
Master in the charge, when any Lack shall be 
found. 

They shall oversee the Assay, melting, sizing, &c. 
at all times, and in all places; and that the Balances 
be kept in order. 

Warden, Comptroller, and Assay Master. 

The Pot Assay shall be made of some Ingot taken 
by them, or any two of them. 
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Warden, Comptroller, and King's Clerk. 

Shall keep several Melting Books, to be monthly 
subscribed by the Warden, Master, and Comptroller. 

Warden, Comptroller, King's Clerk, and 
Clerk of Papers. 

The Bullion Bills given by the Master shall be re- 
corded by them *. 

In the Report of the Select Committee appointed 
to consider Public Offices [1810] the Warden's Sa- 
lary is stated at ^.365, and his Deputy's at ^£.66 
per annum ; and it is there said that this office would 
admit of being brought, at the expiration of the ex- 
isting interests, entirely under the management of 
the Deputy, as now constituted : but that the. de- 
gree of responsibility, or trouble attending the dis- 
charge of the whole duties, would entitle the Deputy 
to an increase of salary. The office was abolished by 
an Act passed on the 7 th of July 1817, and its duties 
were in future to be performed by the Master of the 
Mint". 

A List of the Wardens of the Mint. 

Ani^o Richard I.- 

4 and 5. Henry de Cornhill^. 
8. Odo Parvus and others ^. 

t PoUett's MSS.- 

u Stat 57 G. III. cap. 67. See the Annals. 

V Madiix, Hist. Exch. 11. 133 and 189. In the third year he 
accounted for the profits of the Cambium of all England^ except 
Winchester. The profit for one year appears to have been 400/. 

w Madox, I. 280. 
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Anno John. 

3. HughOisel^ 

4. WidodeVouy. 

5. Hugh Oisel'. 

9. Nigel Ruffus and Odo Parvus*. 

Henry HI. 

1. Hubert de Burg ^, 

6. Ilger the Goldsmith, Radulfus de Frowik, Elias 

de Wirecestre, Terricus de Chaniurt^. 
'8. Alexander de Dorsete and Henry de St. Al- 

ban's ^. 
13. Richard Reinger. London andCanterbury*. 
27. Otto Fitz William'. 
29. William Hardell. London and Canterbury P. 

31. Walter de Flemeng *^. 

32. William Hardell. London and Canterbury ^ 
Walter de More*^. 

35. J.Silvestre^ 

X Madox. II. 133. 

y Id. ibid. z id.iUd. 

a Id. i, 283. Odo, Oisel, Vou, and Rufifus, accounted for the 
pro6ts of the Cambium ; it is therefore to be presumed that they 
were Custodes. 

b Pftt. 1 H. III. m. 3. In this year the Mayor, &c. of London 
were commanded to deliver to him the custody of the Mint and 
Exchange in London. 

c Memor. 6 H. III. Rot. 3. dors. 

d Madox, I. 389. e Id. II. 133. 

f Snelling*s MS List of Officers of the Mint, penes Auet. 

S Madox, II. 134. In other places of Madox's work it appears 
that Hardell, and some of those which follow him, were Custodes 
Cunei. See the list. 

h Snelling*s MS List. i CL 32 H. IIL m. 16. 

k Sne^ing's MS List. 1 Madox, IL 205. 

VOL. I. F 



68 CON8TITUTfOt9 Of THB MINT* 

Anno H£NRY III. (continued.) 

36. J, de Soniercote "*. 

42. William the King's Goldsmith. London and 
Canterbury "*. 

50—54. B. de Castell and Richard de Geoffrey «. 

54« Bartholomew de CastelloP; alone from I6 No- 
vember in this year**. 

55- Idem"*. 

56. Idem*. 

Edward I. 

1 . Bartholomew de Castello. London and Can- 
terbury ^. 
7. Idem ". He died in this year, and was suc- 
ceeded by Gregory de Rokesle and Rolan- 
dino de Podio '^. 
9. Andrew Spersolte and Jacob Donat. Dublin ^ 
10. Gr^ory de Rokesley^'. 
14. John de Paturco*. , 

ig. Gregory de Rokesle. Canterbury *. 
20. 21. 22. 2Z- William de Wymondham. Canter- 
bury'*. 
24. Id. London and Canterbury ^. 

m Anecdotes of Paintings I. 21. note. n Madox^ II. 89. 

o From July \, 50th, to November 16th^ 54th. Misc. Roll in 
Record Office at the Tower. P Pat. 54 H. III. m. 11. 

q Misc. Roll in Record Office at the Tower. r Idem. 

s Madox, Hist. Exch. II. 207. t id. 

u Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. w SneUing's MS list. 

* Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. y CI. 10 £. I. m. 2. 

s Snelling*8 MS List. 

a Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. b Id. 

c Id. Wymondham was Warden of Canterbury alone until the 
death of Rokesle in this year. In the second year of the next 
reign the heirs of Rokesle petitioned that they might be released 
from a distress which was levied upon them as his representatives. 
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Anno EowARD L (continued.) 

25. William de Wymondham. Canterbury^; 
P. de Leycestre. London *. 

26. Id.f 

William de Wymondhatn. Canterbury f . 

27. 28. 29. William Wymondham. Custos Cambii 

& Cuneorum Lond. & Cant. ^ 
$0. John de Sandaled 
33. John deSandale. Custos Cambiorum Ilofidon*, 

Cantuar', Bristol 1, Cestr', Novicastri super 

Tynam, Ryngeston super Hull, Ebor, & 

Exon'K 

John de Everdon. Custos Cambii & Cuneo- 
rum *• 

Gregorius de Coket & Orlandinus de Podio. 
Custodes Cambii & Monete°^. 

Edward II. 

!• John de Everdon. Custos Cambii & Cuneo- 
rum °. 
5. 7. John de Lincoln **• 

It seems that Rokesle had lent ^.1000 to the King> and that he 
had a grants by Letters Pfttent^ dated May 30^ 18 £. I. of a power 
to repay himself from the profits of the Mint^ out of Monies then 
in his hands, or which might subsequently be in his possession. 
The distress, I presume^ was levied for the profits of the Mint> 
which appeared to be in his hands at the time of his death. The 
Petition was gtanted. Rolls of Parliament, 1. 275. 

^ Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. « Id. 

' Register Kempe, Harl. MSS. No 645. folio 134 b. 

S Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. h Id. 

i a. SO E. I. m. 6. Warden of the Mint at London. 

^ Bundle in the Tower unclassed. He is there called late 
Warden. 1 Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

^ lib. Rub. Scaccarii. The date does not appear. 

» Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. « Id. 

F 2r 
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Anno Edward II. {continued.) 

7. Peter de la Posterle. BourdeauxP. 

8. Johiji de Lincoln* London and Canterbury <i. 
W.Trente^ 

9.10.11.12. Augustine Le Walleys,. London and 
Canterbury*. . 

12. William de Stowe, Sacrist. St. Edmundsbury*. 

13. 14. Augustine le Walleys. Canterbury'*. 

14. 15. William de Hausted^. 

16.17, Robert de Haselshaw. Custos Cambii & 
Monete\ 



Edward IIL 

land 2. Walter Turk. Custos Cambii & Monete. 

London and Canterbury y. 
1. John Bonguidy. Bourdeaux. See the 5th year. 
3 and 4. John de Flete. London and Canterbury 
until January 18, when he resigned to John 
de Wyndesore*. 
5. John Bonguidy of Lucca. Bourdeaux^. 
10. John de Wyndesore. London and Canter- 
bury^. 

P Rot. Vase. 7 E. II. m. 12. 

q Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. In this year he was com- 
mitted to the Marshall for Money due to the King upon his ac- 
count. Madox^ II. 241. r Madox, 11. £|Q. 

8 Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. t Madox> I. 292. 

u Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. w Id. x id. 

y Id. His Patent dated February 3 in the first year. 

> Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

» Rot. Vase. 5 E. III. m. 1. His first appointment was in the 
first year of this reign> for five years 3 but hewas now appointed 
during his good behaviour. 

b Kolls of P^liament> II. 448. 
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Anno Ed^tard III. (continued.) 

13. John de Flete®. He continued until the 
18. when he is spoken of as the late Warden **. 

14. Gerald de Podio. Bourdeaux •• 
19—22. William de Wakefeld^. 

22 [about] James de James. St. Sever in Crascony f. 

23. John de Horton**. 

23. 24. Robert de Mildenhale. London and Can- 
terbury *. 

25. 26. Idem. Custos Cambii & Cuneorum K 

27 — 34. William de Rockewell. London and Can- 
terbury ^ 

28. William Hunter. York"*. 
William Borreu. Bourdeaux ^ 

31. Peter Vernhes. Of Mint of Gold in Bour- 

deaux ®. 

32. Peter de la Grote. Aquen p. 
34 — 44. John de Thorp, Clerk ^. 

37* 38. William de Speigne and Philip de Neueton. 
Calais '. 

49. 50. Richard Lyons to the 24th of July*. 

50. Thomas Hervy *. 

- William Byremyn. Calais ^. 

c Rymer, V. 104. 

d Mint AccounU in the Exchequer. 
• e Rot. Vase. 14 £. III. m. 4. 

f Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

S Rolls of Parliaments II. 209. He Vfna also Assayer. 

^ Mint Accounts in the Exchequer from Michaelmas anno 93 
to June 2d following. < Id. 1^ Id. 1 Id. m Id. 

A Rot Vase 28 £. Ill; m. 12. o Rot Vase. 31 £. III. m. 8. 

P Rof;. Vase. 32 E. III. m. 12. 

q Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. ' Id. * Id. < Id. 

^ Rot Franc. 50 £. III. m. 7. 
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Anno Richard II. 

1 — 1 1 . John Gurmonchester ^. 

1. Thomas Hervy ^ 
11— r4. Guy RoncliflF, Clerk 3^. 
16 — 20. Andrew Neuport*. 

Henry IV. 

1.2. Robert Hethcote. Custos Monete*. 

3 — 5, Id. Custos Cambii & C«- 

nagiorum ^. 
5* Lodowick Reconche. Custos Monete & Cuna- 

giorum ^. 

13. 14. Henry Somer. Custos Cambii & Monete ^. 

14. Andrew Neuport. Custos Monete ^ 

Henry V. 

1—10. Henry Somer ^ 

7. John Boindon and Robert Deboynaire. 

Rouen s. ^ 

8 . Colin Barva. Saint Lo \ 
8. Johli Basin. Eausse^ 

Henry YI. 

1 — 13. Henry Somer i. 

1. Thomas Haxey. YorkK 

w F^t. 1 R. II. pt. 1. m. 13. and Mint Accounts in the Exche- 
quer. » Pat. 1 R. II. pt 1. m. 29. 
y Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. « Id. a H. b Id, 
c Id. Jan. 24, 1404. d Id. Nov. 29, 1412. « Id. 
f Id. June 15, 1413. S Rymer, IX. 847. 
h Rot. Norm. 8 H. V. pt. 1. m. 10. dors, 
i See the Account of Eausse Mint, 
j Mint Accounts in the Exchequer, Dec. 20, 1423. 
k Pat. pt, 5. m. 12. ^ 
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Anno Henry VI. (continued.) 

g. Richard Bokeland. Calais K 

18 — 24* John Somerseth. Custos Cambii & Mo- 

nete, & Cunagiorum ". 
25. JohnXangton and Walter Aumener. Calais °. 
25 — 27. John Lematon. Custos Cambii, & Mo- 

nete, & Cunagiorum ^. 
25. Richard Vernon and Walter Aumener. Calais p. 
28 — ^gO. Thomas Mofagomery. Custos Cambii, & 

Monete, & Cuni^iorum ^. 
31. Thomas Mongomery and John Hynde. Cus- 

todes Cambii & Monete'. 
32 — ^38. Thomas Mongomery *• 

Edward IV. 

1. Germajoie Linche, Maister and Gardeine of the 
King's Mints and Money in Ireland^ 

9: John Wode, Arm. Custos Cambii, & Mo - 
nete, ac Cunagiorum ^. 

Edward V. 
Richard III. 

I Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

™ Id. n Rot. Franc. 25 H. VI. m. 20. 

o Mint Accounts. Patent of Appointment 25 H. VI. pt 2. m. 
29. p Rot. Franc, m. 20. 

q Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. On Lematoil*s death in 
1450, but Patent not dated till 1452. 

' Pat. 31 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 20 and 23. 

" Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

t Pit. 1 E. IV. pt. 2. m. 25. 

u Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 
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Anno Henhy VU. 

1—16. William Stafford. Custos Cambii, & Mo- 
nete, & Cunagii ^. 

Henry VIII. 

1 — 7. William Stafford. As in the reign of 

Henry VII. ^ 
4. John Coppinger. Custos Cambii & Monete, 
& Cunagiorum auri & argently. 
26. Thomas Pope, with the same title *. 
28 — 35. John Browne* 

Edward VI. 

Philip and Mary. 

Elizabeth. 
2 — ^37. Richard Martin ^ 

w Id. In the Act of Resumption [1487] he is stiled Keeper of 
the Exchange and Money within the Tower of London, and of 
the Coinage of Gold and Silver there and elsewhere within the 
Realm of England. [Rolls of Parliament^ VI. 380.] 

X Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. Warton's Histdry of Sir 
T.Pope, Appendix, No III. 

y Warton, ubi supra, Coppinger resigned in £eivour of Pope, 
Id. p. 9. 

« Warton, Appendix, No III. Nov. 13, 1535. He quitted 
the office within eight years from this date, but the exact time is, 
not known. 

* Browne's Patent of Appointment was dated Dec. 23 28 H. 
VIII. Harf. MSS. No 698. folio 35 5 and his Account from Mi- 
chaelmas 35 to March 31 following is at foHo 43. Warton jsays, 
that Browne resigned, and had an annuity of ^18. 6$^Bd, by 
Writ of Privy Seal May 24 36 H. VIII. ' Appendix, p. 274. 

h Hafl. MSS. No 698, and Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 
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Anno James I. 

1. Sir Thomas Knevytt^. ' 

5. Thomas Lord Knyvet^. 

15, Thomas Lord Kn)rvet and* Edmund Dooble- 
day, Esq. « 

22. Sir William Parkhurst, Knt, ^ 

23. Henry Tweddy, Esq. s . 

Charles I. 

1. Sir Edward Villers and Sir William Parkhurst, 

Knts.i^ 
4. Anthony St. Le^r. Custos Cambii & Mo- 

nete ». 

6. Sir William Parkhurst K 

13. Thomas Bushell, Esq. Aberistwith K 
18. Sir William Parkhurst, Knt. and Thomas 
Bushell, Esq. Oxford °>. 

Commonwealth. 
1. John St. John^. 

Cromwell. 

« Indenture. Lansdown MSS. No 745. 

d Malynes^ Lex Mercatoria; part II. chap. % 

e Rymer, XVII. 19. 

f SnelUng's Medals, Hate XVIII. No 5. But qu. whether the 
date be not incorrect ? 

S PoUett's MSS. ^ Rymer, XVIU. 6. 

i Rymer, XIX. 38. k Rymer, XIX. 28. 

1 Rymer, XX. 162. 

m Folkra*s Table of English Silver Coins, p. 85. He says they 
bogan to coin at Oxford in this year under the direction of Park- 
burst and Bushell; but he does not state their titl^ or titles, of 
office. n Commons Journals, 1649. 
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Anno Charles II. 

1, Sir Philip Lloyd ^ 
11. Sir Anthony St. LegcrP. 

12—14. Sir William Parkhucst, Sir Anthony St, 
Leger <i. 

Sir Anthony St. Leger ^ 

• 

Sir John Buckworth. 

Char. Duncombe. 

James Hoare •. 
35. Sir Thomas Wharton. . 

Philip Wharton ^ 
, James Faulkenor orFalconar. Edinburgh ". 

James II. 

2. Sir Philip Wharton^. 

3. Idem and Sir Thomas Wharton *. 

William and Mart. 
4 — 7. Benjamin Overton 7. 

<> Snelling's MS list of Officers. P Id. 

q Vertue's Works of Simon, p. 83, and Folkes*s Table, p. 104. 

r Snellings MS list « Id. t id. 

u Gardonnei, Num, Scot. p. 117, and Preface, p. 22. 

^ Snelling*s MS List. 

X Id. . In another MS. Snelling says, I find Wynne in 1685, 
and Sir Philip Lloyd in 1686 -, and therefore it is probable that 
the Whartons were laid aside the beginning of James II. 

y History of Grantham, quoted in Gent. Mag. vol. LXXVI. 
p. 532. He was made one of the Commissioners of the Customs 
in this year, and was succeeded as Warden by Mr. (afterward 
Sir) Isaac Newton. 
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Anno William and Mary (continued.) 
9. Mr. Isaac Newton *• 

Anne. 

Sir John Stanley, Bart.* 

7. Craven Peyton *>. 

George I. 

% 

2—5- Sir Robert Sandfo^d^ 

8. William Thompson <*. 
11. Walter Carey «. 

13. Sir Andrew Fountaine '. 

George II. 
1 — 26. Sir Andrew Fountaine i^. 
26. Richard Herbert ^ 

George HI. 

6. William Whitmore^ 
11. Robert PiggottK 
38. Sir Walter James, Bart.' 

c Snelling's MS List. General Dictionary, Vll. 791. In 1699 
lie was made Master of the Mint. & Snelling*s MS List. 

b He was appointed on the 1st of May Keeper of the Change 
and Money within the Tower of London, uid Keeper of the 
Coinage of Gold and Silver within the said Tower, and elsewhere 
in England, in the same manner as the said oflSces were granted 
by her Majesty to Sir John Stanley, Bart, whose Patent was by 
this Grant determined. Malcolm's Londinium Redivivum, toI. 
IV. p. e^e, SneUing*s MS List. c Snelling's MS list. 

d Id. e Id. 

f Anecdotes of Bowyer, p. 111. 

t He held the office until his death in this year. Id. ibid. 

h Snelling's MS list. i Id. k id. 

I Twenty-fburth Report of the Select Committee on Finance, 
1798, Supplement (B). 



78 CONSTITUTION OF THE MINT. . 

OP THE DUTIES OF THE MASTER OF THE MINT 
DISTINCT FROM THE OTHER OFFICERS ™. 

Shall receive Gold and Silver after their Value. 

If the value be disputable^ the King's Assay Mas- 
ter shall try it io the presence of the Warden, Mas- 
ter, and Comptroller; and the Master shall stand to 
his Report 

Shall bring all Gold and Silver which he receives 
by virtue of his office to be coined^ except Medals, 
and Healing Pieces. 

Shall receive Bullion by weight, and deliver it 
out to the Importers by the same weight. 

m He coins by virtue of an Indentive between the King and 
him, in which the difierent sorts of Money, their weight and 
fineness^ are specified. 

One part of the Indenture was used to be kept in the Exche*^ 
quer, as appears from the following entry on the Clause Rolls : 
'^ Indenture between the King and Antony Bache, Merchant de 
Gene, and Nicholas Choue, Masters and Workers in the Mint 
in the Tower of London. 

"Mem^n. On April 14 in the present year David de WoUoure,' 
Keeper of the Rolls, delivered another part of this Indenture^ 
under the seals of the aforesaid Antony and Nicholas, to William 
de Stowe, Chancellor of the Exchequer, William de Brockelesby> 
one of the Barons, and Nicholas de Holme, Remembrancer, to 
be kept, as is the custom/* [CI. 24 E. III.pt 1. m. 1(J. dors J 
Sometimes, however, a Commission was issued for making the 
Monies : as in 3 E. VI. when one was directed to Sir Edmond 
Peckham, High Treasurer, Sir Martin Bowes, Knt. one o^ the 
Under-treasurers, Sir John Godsalve, Knt. Comptroller, William 
Billingesley, and Thomas Stanley, Assay Masters, and John 
Germin, Prd^'ost of the Moneyers, and to all other Workmen." 
[Lansdown MSS. No 745.] 
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Shall receive whatever is nigh to Standard ; and 
the expense of refining shall be borne out of thfe 
Hevenue. 
. Shall give Bills for the Bullion he receives. 

If the Money on the Trial of the Pix be found 
good, he shall be quit, and discharged by Letters 
Patent, without fee. 

If it be found without the Remedy5- he is finable 
at the King's will ^ 

V Shall deliver the Gold and Silver to the Moneyers 
in clean pieces, who are to make good all deficien- 
cies^ and then he to pay these their wages. 

Shall receive for the Coinage of Gold per Pound 
weight six Shillings and six Pence, and of Silver 
per Pound weight one Shilling and four Pence 
Halfpenny. 

Shall coin five sorts of Money of Gold, viz. Quar- 
ter Guinea, Half Guinea, Double Guinea, and Five 
Guinea Pieces, of the Standard of 22 Carats Fine, 
and 2 Carats Allay. In weight, after the rate of 44 
Guineas and an Half to the Pound weight Troy ; 
and in value ^.46. 14s. 6d. 

Is not obliged to coin tlie Quarter Guineas, unless 
required by the King, or the Treasury **. 

n It seems that the Master sometimes took an Undue advan- 
tage of the Remedy, for in an Indenture of the SOth £. III. be 
is reminded that the Remedy was not granted that the Money 
should be made more feeble^ but that the Masters should work 
truly. [Claus. SO E. III. pt. 1. m. 25. dors.] 

o That is, I presume, because those pieces were not partku- . 
larized in the Indenture under which he then coined ^ for thid 
Clause, and also those respecting the Gold and Silvtr Monies, 
must Jbe considered in reference to the tilne when Pollett wrote. * 
At present the Seven Shilli|ig I^eces must be added to the Deno- 
minations of the Gold, and the Quarter Guineas withdrawn. 
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of the Officers^ so long as the King shall allow the 
same sum to be paid by the Warden. 

He is authorized to repay the Warden what he 
disburses. 

He shall account yearly before the Auditors^ &c. 
and be acquitted without fee. 

Shall yearly retain ^.1255. for Salaries. 

The security he gives is ^.20^000.; and he takes 
an oath to perform covenants '. 

He shall have full allowance of his disbursements 
in his Accounts before the Auditors ; and shall re- 
ceive his Salary, &c.* 

[In former times he had authority to take as many 
Grava*s of the Irons, and other Workmen, at the 
King's cost, as he should think necessary; and all 
Mayors, Bailiffs, &c. were commanded, by the King, 
to assist him in taking such Gravers, &c.*] 

r The security given by Lord HastiDg^ in the eighth year of 
Edward IV. was his bodily oath in the King*s Chancery, binding 
himself, his heirs, and executors ; and besides this he found 
eight borowes [qr Bondsmen] in one hundred Pounds each. In- 
denture, Archseologia, vol. XV. p. 177* 

8 Hissalaryisconfirmedby the Indenture, and 18 4^500, pay- 
able either out of several (recited) Acts of Ptoliament, or, in de- 
fault, out of the King's Seignorage for Coinage, or some other 
of his Migesty's Revenues. [PoUett's Abstract of the Indenture 
in force between the King and Mr. Conduitt in 1744. J But in 
dus statement there must be some error, as the Seignordge was 
abolished by Statute 18 Charles II. Chap. V. 

From Mr. Chancellor Montague's Letter to Sir Isaac Newton 
it appears that in 1695 the aalary was about ^600. [Gent. Mag. 
LXKVI. 532] i but by Statute39 George III. chap. XCIV. it was 
limited tp ^3000. pfronnttfii in lieu of salary and fees, the latter 
of which amounted to a large sum upon every t^msideraUe 
Cpinag^. 

t Indenture 8 E. IV. Archaologia, vol. XV. p. 172. 
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[He might then make a delivery of the Coins to 
the Merchant, once or twice in a week, or ofterier if 
he thought fit".] 

[In the reign of Elizabeth he engaged to have of 
his own Coin and Money two thousand Pounds in 
stock, for the readier payment of those who should 
bring Bullion to be sold, in. order to encourage the 
bringing it to the Mint ^.] 

He is bound to make the Gold Monies agreeable 
to the Trial Piece of the fourth year of James H. ; 
and the Silver according to that of the first of 
George H. 

Master, Warden, and Comptroller. 
See Warden, 

Master, Comptroller, and Assay Master. 

They, or any two of them, whereof the Master to 
be one, to avow the Officers* Fees, Wages, Diet, 
Charges, Expense of Repairs of Houses and Offices, 
in the Warden's Account. 

By the Indenture the King confirms to the Mas- 
ter all buildings, &c. profits, privileges, &c. belong- 
ing to the Office ^. 

In the Report of the Select Committee appointed 
to consider Publick Offices [1810] this is stated to 
be one which requires little or no attendance, though 
it is of occasional responsibility ; that it does not 
come under the description of Sinecure Offices, or 
Offices executed entirely, or principally, by Deputy; 
that it is not held, either by patent,-.or by custom, 
for life ; nor giVen as the/ reward of publick services. 

w Indenture 8 E. IV. Archaeologia, vol. XV. p. 174. 

w Indenture 14 JSliz. Harf. MS. 698. x PoUetfs MS. 

VOL. I. a 
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A List of the Masters of the Mint. 
Anno Henry I. 

Godwin Socche, Winchester y. 

Edward L 

3. Gregory Rokesley ^. 

8. William de Turnemire, of Marseilles*. 
Richard de Lothebury, St. Edmundsbury**. 

9. Alexander Norman de Luic, Dublin ^ 
9 or 10. Gregory de Rokesley \ 

13. William de Turnemire, in Gascony '. 

14. John de Caturco and Gerald Mauhan, London 

and Canterbury ^. 

15. Jdhn de Caturco, Magister Monete in Camb\ 

Lontf.s 
25 — 28. John Porcher, Magister Monete Cambii^. 
25 to 12 E. IL Roger de Rede, St. Edmundsbury *. 
28. Alexander Norman de Luyke, Dublin*^. 

Hubert Elion, William de Turnemire, and his 

Brother K 

y British Topography, vol. I. p. 389. 

» Stow. He was Mayor of London in this year. 

a Lib. Rub. Scaccarii> folio 247. In Stow's Survey Rokesley 
jippears as Master of the Mint under this year. 

b ^leg. Kempe, Harl. MSS. 645, folio 116, b. He continued 
until 25 E.L 

c Mint Accounts in the Exchequer, and Simon's Irish Coins, p. 
15. * Madox, I. 29J. e Rot. Vase. 13 E. I. m. «. 

f Madox, II. 90. s Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

h Id. and Lib. Rub. Scacc. folio ^59. 

i North's Answer to Clarke, p. 13. 

k Lib. Rub. Scacc« foL 259. In a Clause Roll of the 30th year 
of Edward I. the King styles him Alexander Norman De Luca 
Monetar* nr*. Hib*n', m. 6. 

1 Idem. List without date^ fol. 945. 
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Anno Edward II. 

2. John de Puntoyse ™. 

6. John de Pontoyse jlnd Lapine Roger, Lond6n 

and Canterbury ^. 
8. Lapine Roger®. 
10 — 12. Giles de Hertesburgh and T^rric de Lose, 

London and Canterbury p. 
12 from 25 E. I. Roger de Rede, St.Edmundsbury^i. 

12. Alan deCove, St. Edmundsbury '. 
Giles de Hertesburgh, Canterbury ». 

12 — -17. Lapine Roger, Magister Monete tnonetand. 
in Cambiis London' & Cant.* 

13. Hugh de Houton, St. Edmundsbury". 

Edward III. 

1. Roger Rykeman, London and Canterbury^. 
17. Geoi^e Kirkyn and Lotto Nicholyn, of Florence*. 
Henry Briseley. 
Hugh Martyn, Bourdeaiix and Aquen *. 

■a Madox> II. 90. He succeeded John le Porcher. 

^ Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

o Id. In the next year Stephen Week was his locum ienens at 
Canterbury. 

K Mint Accounts in the Exchequer 5 on the resignation^ as it 
should seem, of Lapine Roger. Baldewyn de Afflyngham was 
their locum tenent at Canterbury. 

q North's Answer to Clarke^ p. 13. 

' Reg. Werketone, foUo 11, b. Harl. MSS. No 638. 

« Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. * Id. 

u Reg. Kempe, fol. 117. Harl. MSS. No 645. 

V Madox*s MSS. vol. LXIX. p. 107. He succeeded Lapine 
Roger. X CI. 17 E. III. pt. 2. m. 4. dors. 

y CI. 17 E. III. m. 15. dors. « Rot. Vase. 17 E. III. m. 14. 

G2 
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Anno Edward III. (continued.) 

18, 19, 28. Percival de Porche de Luca*. 
18. Luke Nicholyn ^ 

Walter de Dunflower*^. 
20. George Kirkyn and Lotto Nicholyn **. 
21 and 22. Bertrand de Polirac, Meistre du Coigne, 
& d^ Monoies de la Duchee de Guien ®. 

Luke Nicholyn and George Clerkyn^ 

23. John Lotte Nicole Donato du Chastell de Flo- 

rence & Socii Sui P. 

24. Anthony Bache of Geneva and Nicholas Choue*". 
Henry d^ Brusele*. 

25 and 26. Henry deBrusele and John deCicestre''. 

27 and 28. Henry de Brusele, London and Can- 
terbury \ 

28. Henry de Brusely, York°^, 

30. John Donative of the Castle of Florence, and 
Philip John Denier**. 

34. Peter Bataile, Rochelle*. 

35. G. de BardeP. 

36. Robert de Porch «i. 

37. Idem ^ 

Guater de Barde *. 

A CI. 18 £. III. pt. 1. m. 4. CI. 18 £. III. m. 19. dors. Bolls 
of Parliament, II. 452. ^ Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

c Lbwndes. ** CI. 20 E. III. pt. 2. m. 22. 

e R. Pari. II. 208. ' Mint Accounts 4n the Exchequer. 

g Id. h Id. and Q. 24 E. III. pt. 1. m. 16. dors. 

i Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

^ Pit. 25 E. III. pt. 2. m. 13. dors, and CI. m. 15 ; and Mint 
Accounts. ' Mint Accounts. m Id. 

n Indenture, Lansdowii MSS. No 745. 

o Rot. Cales. 34 E. III. pt. 1. m. 6. P Snelling's MS list. 

<l Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

r Id. » Id. 
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Anno Edward III. (continued.) 

Henry de Brussele, Calais *. 
38. G. de Barde, Calais «. 
$9. Thomas Kyng, Calais*. 
40. John Chichester y. 
40, 41, 43. Gautron de Barde, Calais*. 

44. Gauter or Gawtron de Bafd\ 

45, 46, 48. Bardet de Malepilys^ 
49, 50. Galtron* de Bard <^. 

Richard II. 
1—14. Gautron de Bardes**. 

18. Nicholas Malakin, a Florentine*: 
John Wildeman ^. 

19. Nicholas Malakine?. 

19, 20, 21, Geoffrey MuUekyn \ 

Henry IV. 

3. Walter Merwe, Magister Monete Lond. * 

4. Idem, Magister M onetarum *". 
14. Ricliard Garner ^ 

Lodowic John "*. 

< Mint Accounts. In Rot. Franc. 37 £. HI. n. 11, his name 
is written Brisele. «> Mint Accounts. 

X Rot. Franc. 39 E. III. m. 9. y CI. 40 E. HI. pt. 1. m. 12. 

s Mint Accounts^ and Rot. Franc. 40 £. Ill.m. 4. 

» Mint Accounts. 

^ Lowndes. CI. 45 £. III. m. '27. dors. -, Sneliing*s MS last -, 
and CI. 46 £. III. m. 18. dors. c Mint Accounts. 

* Pat. 1 R. II. pt. 1. m. 31. Rolls of Parliament, III. 392, 
and Mint Accounts. Snelling's MS List has John Wildman as 
Master 1 R. II. 5 but I know not on what authority. 

« Lowndes. ^ Claus. 18 R. II. m. 25. , 

g Bre. Reg. 18 and 19 R. II. 

h Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

1 Id. Claus. 3 H. IV. pt. 2. dors. 

^ Mint Accounts. l Id. m id. 
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Anno Henry V. 

1 and 2. Lodewick, or Lowys, John^ Londcm and 

Calais". 
5. Conrad Melwer, Duchy of Normandy **. 
5 — 7. John Lowys, or Lodowic J<^q P. 

8. John Marceur, St. Lo*i. 

9. Bartholomew Goldbeter '. 

Henry VI. 

1 — 11. Bartholomew Goldbeter, London, York, 

Bristol, and Calais ■. 
4. Robert Manfeld *. 
10 and 11. William Russe, London, Calais, Bristol, 

and York". 
13 — 24. John Paddesley, of the same places^. 
24 — 38. Robert Manfeld, London and Calais*. 
37—49. Sir Richard Tonstall, Knt.V 

n Ind". CI. 1 H. V. m. 35, dors. Snelling's MS List. 

o Rot. NoriD. 5 H. V. m. 9. 

P Mint Accounts. His name is written both ways in the same 
account. q Rot. Norm. 8 H. V. pt. 1. m. 10. dors. 

«• Glaus. 9 H. V. m. 2. dors. 

» CI. 1 H. VI. m. 13. dors. Pat. 4 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 16. Mint 
Accounts in the Exchequer. Pat. 7 H. VI. pt. 1. m. 18. Acqui- 
etanc. p' Execut. Barth'i Goldbeter M'ri Monet*. R. post Aasaya 
inde&ct*. Pat. 11 H. VI. pt. 1. m. 11. He is sometimes called 
Bartholomew Seman Goldbeter. 

* Lowndes, and Snelling's MS List. 

« Pat. 10 H; VI. pt. 1. m. 29. and 11 H. VI. pt. 1. m. 9. 

w Mint Accounts, apd CL 12 H. VI. m. 4. dors. 

X Mint Accounts. 

7 CL 37 H. VI. m. 11. dors, and CI. 49. H. VI. m. 4. dow. 
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Anno Henry VI. (continued.) 

39. Robert Bishop of Ross, London, the Realm of 
England, and Calais '. 
Gerniayne Lynch, Ireland \ 

Edward IV. 

1 — 16. William Lord Hastings, London and Calais'*. 
1 — 13. Germayne Linche, Ireland ^ 
19. Hugh Brice ^. 

» Pat. 39 H. VI. m. 16. He was Bishop of Ross in Ireland j 
firhich See is now annexed to Cork. 

• Pat. 39 H. VI. m. 7. 

b Pat. 4 E. IV. pt. 2. m. 16! Mint Accounts. Pat. II E. IV. 
pt. 2. m. 3. Pat. 16 E. IV. pt. m. 3. Of the King's peculiar 
munificence, the same year [i. e. 1 E. IV.] he had a grant of 
the office of Master of his Mint in the Tower of London, and 
Town of Calais, for twelve years. [Dugdale's Baronage, vol. I. 
p. 580.] From an Indenture of 4th £. IV. it appears that Lord 
Hastings was also Keeper of all manner of the King's Eschaunges 
and Outchaunges in the Tower of London, Realm of England^ 
Territory of Ireland, and Town of Calais. [Pat. 4 E. IV. pt. 2. 
m. 16.] Another Indenture, of the eighth year of E. IV. was 
communicated by Taylor Combe, Esq. to the Society of Antiqua- 
ries^ and was printed in the XVth volume of the Archseologia, 
p. 164. 

c Pat. 1 E. IV. pt. 2. m. 25. Simon's Irish Coins, p. 27, and 
Appendix, No XIII. 

^ Rymer, XII. 96. Biice was Deputy to Lord Hastings [Pat. 
9 E. IV. pt. 1. m. 20. and anno 13. pt. 1. m. 10.] as he was also 
to Reed [Mint Accounts in the Exchequer], I therefore suspect 
that he was Master of the Mint of Calais only. Rymer states, 
above^.that Hugh Brice, Alderman of London, Master of the 
Mint, was one of the persons appointed to hold the Conference 
at Maclinia, on the part* of the King, upon the 12th of January 
1279. 

Caxton> in " Thymage, or Myrrour of the Worlde," which he 
printed in 14S1> says, that he translated that book at the re- 
quest, desire, cost, and dispense of the honourable and worship- 
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Anno Edward IV. (cdntinued.J 

22. Bartholomew Reed ®. 

Thomas Gal mole, Master and Worker of the 
Money of Silver in Develyn and Waterford ^ 

. Edward V. 

RICHARD III. 
1. Robert Brackenbury s. 

Henry VII. 

I — 5. Giles Lord Dawbeney, Knt. and Bartholo- 
mew Rede, Goldsmith ^. 

I. Robert Bowley, Maister of the Cunage and 
Mynt within the Cities of Dyvelyn and 
Waterford'. 

8. John Shaa and Bartholomew Reed j. 

g. Robert Fenrother and Bartholomew Reed*'. 
10 — 13. John Shaa and Bartholomew Rede, Operarii 
Monete '. 

Henry VIII. 

1 — 10. William Blount Lord Mountjoy ™. 
15. William Wright, York". 

ful man Hugh Brice^ Alderman and Citizen of London^ who told 
him that he intended to present it to the Lord Hastings. [Typo- 
graphical Antiquities, Dibdin*s Edition, vol. I. pp. 105, 106.] 

« Lowndes. Mint Accounts. 

f MS. N« 116. Antiq. Soc. Library. S Lowndes. 

h Mint Accounts hi the Exchequer, Snelling's MS List of 
Officers. i Rolls of Parliament, VL 346. 

j Snelling's MS List. k Lowndes. 

i Mint Accounts. m id. 

n Wynne's MSS, in the Library of All Souls College, Oxford, 
vol. LXXXL folio 233, b. Wright was Master of the Archbi- 
shop's Mint. 
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Anno Henry VIII. (continued.) 

18. Ralph Rowlet and Martin Bowes®. 
22. William Blount Lord Mountjoy p. 
25. William Tillesworth, Archbishop's Mint, Can- 
terbury *i. 

34. Sir Martin Bowes and Ralphe Rowlett ^ 

35. Sir Martin Bowes '. • 

36. Sir Martin Bowes, Knt. Stephen Vaughan and 

Thomas Knight, Esquires, Under-treasurers, 
Rpbert Brook, Comptroller, John York, 
William Billingsley, William Knight, and 
Thomas Stanley, Assay Masters *. 
' Nicholas Tyery ". 

Edward VL 

1. John York and others, Southwark. 
William Tilsworth, Canterbury. 
Sir Martin Bowes, Tower ^. 

2. George Gale, York. 
John York, Southwark. 
William Tilsworth, Canterbury *. 

3, 4, and 5. Sir Edmund Peckham and others y. 

o MS Indentures^ pen^ G. Chalmers, Ann. 

P Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. In this year he appointed 
Hugh Welshe to be his Deputy in the Tower of London, the 
Realm of England, and the Town of Calais. 

q See the account of that Mint. ^ Lowndes. 

s Harl. MS. No 698. folio 43. 

t Indenture, Lansdown MSS. No 745. These were not Mas- 
ters, but Commissioners. 

u Nicolson, Eng. Hist. lib. p. S49, no date. 

V Lowndes. Lansdown MS. No 744, says the same on 36 H. 
VIII. « Id. 

y Lowndes; These were Commissioners, like those in the 36th 
of Henry VIII. Snelling's MS List has Richard Throgtnorton 
for these years. 
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Anno Edward VI. (continued.) 

Sir William Sharington, Durham House ■. 
4 — 6. Martyn Pirri, Dublin \ 

5. York and Throgmorton ^. 

6. George Gale, John Winde, Richard Lee, York *, 

Philip and Mary. 

1 . Thomas Egerton <*. 

Elizabeth. 

2. Sir Thomas Stanley and others '. 
14 — 19* John Lonison^ 

1 5. Thomas Stanley e. 

23. Sir Richard Martin ^. 

24, ^5. Richard Martin *. 

26 — 43. Sir Richard Martin, Knt. and Richard Mar- 
tin his son K 

James I. 

1_3. Sir Richard Martin, Knt. and Richard Mar- 
tin his son ^ 
13. Lord Knevetand Edward Doubleday"*. 
1 7—21 . Randall Cranfield »^. 
21. Sir Edward Villiers, Knt. ® 

^ Pennant's London, p. 13^. 

a Cotton MSS. Otho E. X. folio 186. Edward VI. Journal. 
Burnet's Reformation, vol. II. Appendix, p. 47. 

b Journal, p. 32. c Harl. MSS. No 38. folio 249. 

rf Lowndes. c Id, 

f Harl. MSS. No 698. folio 24. Lowndes. 

S Lansdown MSS. No 5. ^ Leake, p. 250. 

i Harl. MSS. No 698. folio 23. Lowndes. 

k Lowndes. Indenture, Lansdown MSS. No 746. 

1 Folkes, p. 66. Lowndes. m Snelling's MS List. 

n Id. Pollett. Leake, p. 279. Rymer, XVIII. 6. 

o Pollett. 



17. Sir William Parkhu;*st. . ^^ ^ , 
Thomas Bushell ^- ^ Oxfords 
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Anno James I. (continued.) 

22. Sir Edward Viliiers, Knt. and Henry Twedy, 

Esq. P 
33. Sir Edward Villiers, Knt. ^ 

Charles I. 
1—11. Sir Robert Harley '. 
11 — 16. Sir Ralph Freeman*. 
13. Thomas Bushel, Esq. Aberistwith*. 
khu;*st« > 
, Esq. J 
18. Sir Robert Harley". 
22. Henry Slingsby ^. 

John Faulkener or Falconar, Edinburgh *. 

Commonwealth. 
1 — 3. Aaron Guerdain^. 

Cromwell. 

Charles II. 

12. Sir William Parkhurst '. 

12 — 14. Sir Ralph Freeman, Knt. «^ 

Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner, and Daniel 
Bellingham, Dublin ^. 
22, 24, 26, 30. Henry Slingsby^. 

p Polktt. q Id. 

r Folkes, p. 94. Pollett. > Lowndes, 

t Folkes, p. 82. ▼ See the account of the Oxford Mint. 

" Snelling's MS List. ^ Lowndes. 

' See the explanation of Plate XLL No 11, and the follow- 
ing note e. 
y Folkes, p. 95. Violet's Mysteries of Mint Affiiiis^ p. 172. 
2 Violet's Appeal to Caesar, p. 26. 
a iVertue's Works of Simon, second edition, p. 83. 
^ Simon's Irish Coins, Appendix, LVII. 
^ Snelling's MS List. 
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Anno Charles II. (continued.) 

30. Thomas Neale ^. 

John Faulkener or Falconar, Edinburgh «. 

James II. 
1 . Thomas Neale ^ 

4. John Trinder, Thomas Goddard, William Tal- 
hot, William Brumfield, Francis Rice, Ed- 
' ward Fox, Dublin. 
Walter Plunket, Limerick t. 

William and Mary. 
1 — 10. Thomas Neale ^. 

11. Sir Isaac Newton *. 
Major Wyvil, York*^. 

Anne. 
George I. 
4 — 1 2. Sir Isaac Newton \ 

12. John Conduit "». 

George II. 
1. John Conduits 
11—13. Honourably Richard Arundell^ 

d Snelling's MS List. e Gardonnel, Num. Scot. p. 117. 

and Preface, p. 22. 'Lowndes. ' 

5 Simons Irish Coins, p. 59. They were Commissione,^ for 
coimng the Brass Money, h Lowndes. Harl. Miscel. VIII 484 

1 SneUing's MS List. General Dictionary. 

k Drake's York, Appendix, p. ciii. 

I Pollett. He held this office until his death on the 20th of 
M, me-r. General Dictionary. Upon bis death it was 
offered tx) Dr. Clarke, who I'efiised it. Life by Whaiton, p. 135. 

m General Dictionary. n w. SneUing's MS List. 

o Snelling's MS List. VaUavine's Observations on the curi^nt 
Com, p. 15. ArundeU's Final Account, 1744, January 3. Lans- 
downMSS. vol.704. 
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Anno George II. (continued.) 

18. The same P, 

18 — 30. William Chetwind^i. 

George III. 
9. Honourable Charles Sloane Cacbgan^. 
24. Earl of Effingham \ 

29. Earl of Chesterfield ^ 

30. Earl of Leicester **. 

34. Sir George Yonge, Bart. ^ 
^9. Lord Hawkesbury ^. 

41. Lord Arden*. 

42. Right Honourable John Smythe^. 

44. EarlBathurst*. 

45. Lord Charles Spencer ^ 

46. BraggeBathurst^ 

47. Earl Bathurst «. 
52. Earl of Clancarty ^. 

54. Right Hon. William Wellesley Pole*. 

The Master has his own Assay Master. In the 
Sgth of George II. /that office was held by Joseph 
Lucas ^^ and in the 38th of George III. by Robert 
Bingley s. 

P Folkes, p. 119. 

q Snelling*s MS List. Maitland*s History of London^ vol. I. 
p. 155. 

r Verdict on Trial of the Pix, 1799, and Indenture of deventti 
year. 

s t u Gent. Mag. LXXVI. 533, from Turnor'a History of 
Grantham. ^ Verdict in 1799, as above, note r. 

^ Gent Mag. as above. 

» Votes of the House of Commons, Feb. 19, 1801. 

y » Gent. Mag. as above. 

a b c From the Publick Papers. 

«l Gazette. e Indenture, August Id, 1815. 

^ Maitland's History of London, 1756, vol. I. p. 155. 

e Report of Select Committee on Finance, 1798, Report 
XXIV. Supplement (B). 
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Of the Duty of the Comptroller of the Mint, 
distinct from the other officers. 

Shall annually make a Roll of the Gold and Silver 
molten and coined, and deliver it on oath before one 
of the Barons of the Exchequer. 

Comptroller and Warden. See Warden. 

Comptroller, Warden, and Master. See War- 
den. 

Comptroller, Warden, and Assay Master. See 
Warden. 

Comptroller, Warden, and King's Clerk. See 
Warden. 

Comptroller, Warden, King's Clerk, and 
Clerk of Papers. See Warden. 

Comptroller, Master, and Assay Master. See 
Master \ 

A List of the Comptrollers of the Mint. 

Anno Edward II. 

5—^15, Roger de Frouwik, or Roger Frowyke, Can- 
terbury *. 

Edward III. 

3 and 4* John Ponteyse j. 
33 — ^28. Richard de Grymmesby, London and Can- 
terbury K 

h PoUetf 8 MS. 

> Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. j Id. ^ Id. 
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Anno Edward III. (continued.) 

28. Henry de Brusle, York ^ 

William Borreu, in Aquitaine "*. 
34. Henry de Brysele, Cont'. Monef argent in Turr' 
London' ^. 

Hugh de Wythingham ®. 
36 and 37. Gauter de Bard p. 
37 — 43. Eustas de Glaston «i. 
44- Gauter de Bard ^ 

Richard II. 

Henry IV. 

2—5. William Fitzhugh, Goldsmith, Cont'. Mag^ri 
Monete*. 

13, Thomas Drayton, Comptroller and Assayer *. 

14. William Fitzhugh " 

Henry V. 

5—7. William Fitzhugh, Cont'. Cambii ' & Mo- 
nete^. 

Henry VI. 

1 — 8. John Derlyngton\ 

1^ Thomas Roderham, Comptroller, Exchanger, 

and Assayer, York y. 
8. JohnTyse^ 

1 Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

m Rot. Vase. 28 E. 111. m. 12. 

n Mint Accounts^ from April 5 to June 16. 

Q Mint Accounts^ from June 17 to Michaelmas following. 

p Mint Accounts. q Id. r id. 

s Mint Accounts. t p^t. 13 H. IV. pt. 2. m. 27. 

« Mint Accounts.' / w id. x id. 

y, Pat. 1 H. VI. pt 5. m. 12. 

s Mint Accounts. 
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Anno Henry VI. (continued.) 

g and 10. John Hexham*. 
13 — 19. Henry Ragley ^ 
16. Giles S^ntlowe, Calais ^ 
23 — 28. Thomas Thorpe ^. 
23. Giles Seyntlowe and William Wever, Calais «. 
29. Richard Joynour ^. 

30 — 38. Humphrey Hayford, Citizen and Gold- 
smith of London, Cont'. Monete &Canagii p. 

Edward IV. 

1. Thomas St. Legier, Comptroller, Campsor, and 
Assayer*^. 

Edward V. 

Richard HI. 
Henry VII. 

1 — ^3. Nicholas Flynte, Cont'. Monete & Cunagii 
infra Turrim. Lond. " 

Henry VIII. 

3 — 10. Henry Wyott, Miles, Cont'. Monete d^ni 
\ Regis infra Turrim Lond. ; ac Cunagii Auri 

& Argenti infra Tur'. predict' ; & alibi infra 
Regnum Anglie ^. 
33. Peter Meawtas^ ^ 

34 — $6. Hugh Egglionbie, Cont^ and Assayer "*. 
36. Robert Brooke or Brookes ". 

a Mint Accounts. *> Id. 

c Rot. Franc. 16 H. VI. m. 7. ^ Mint Accounts. 

e Rot. Franc. 23 H. VI. m. 12. f Mint Accounts. % Id. 

h Claus. 1 E. IV. i Mint Accounts. 

^ Mint Accounts. i Sir Julius Caesar s MS. penes Autor. 

m Harl. MSS. No 698. fol. 35, 43. ^ Sne^ing^ MS Ust. 
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Anno EdWaebVI. 

3 . Sir John Godsalve ^ 

Robert Recorde^ Bristol p. 
4* Thomas Fleetwood^. 
Oliver Dawbeney^ Dublin '. 

Philip and Mary. 

Elizabeth. 

1 . lliomas Stanley •. 
3 7 . Andrew Palmer K 

James I. 

2 — 15* Richard Rogers'*. 

Charles I. 
1. Richard Rogers and William Wood^. 
15. Henry Cogan and William Wheeler, Contr*. 
Cunagii & Monetae ^. 

Commonwealth. 
1. Henry Cogan y. 
3. Bamardiston '• 

Cromwell. 

o Snelliiig*s MS List, p Barretfs History of Bristol/ p. 440. 

4 Snelling's MS List. Noble says that he was Treasurer of 
the Royal Mint in Southwai^k. Memoirs of Cromwell^ vol. II. 
p. 349. r Cotton MSS. Otho E. X. fbl. 1 86. 

s Pat. 1 Eliz. m. 3. dor^. Snelling has in this year John Bttll 
Instead of Stanley. t Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

u Snemng*s MS List. Rymer, XVII. 19. 

^ Rymer, XVIII. 6. 

X Rymer> XIX* 379. Henry Cogan was appointed to these 
places> in reversion^ on the 6th of September 1697. Rymer^ 
XVIII. 988. y Commons iournais. 

2 Snelling's MS List. 

VOL. I. H 85684J] 
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Anno Charles II. 

13. James Hoare *. 

James II. 

4. Messrs. Holland^ Morgan, Osborn, and Demp- 
sey, Dublin '^. 

William and Mary. 
James Hoare <^. 

Anne. 
2. John Ellis d. 
10. Edward Phelips^ 
13. Martin Bladen ^ 

George I. 

1. Martin Bladen ff. 

GE9RGE II. 

3 — 29. Lord AylmerK 
28. John Buller. 

George III. 
26. John Buller '. 
38. John Carthew, Esq.*^ 

* Snelling's MS Lbt. 

b Siinon*s Irish Coins, p. 59. They were Comptrollers of his. 
Mint for the Brass Money. 

c Snelling^s MS List -, wittiout dale. d Id. 

e Id. ^ Biographia Dramatica^ vol. 1. p. 29. 

S Biographia Dramatica, vol. I. p. 29. 1 know not whether 
his appointment took place in this reign or in the preceding one. 
It is dated in 1714. 

h True State of England, 1729. Snelling's MS List. Mait- 
land*s History of London, 1756, vol. 1. p. 155. 

» Snelling's MS List. The date of the 28th Geo. II, does not 
agree with the preceding ; but Maitland gives Lord Aylmer as 
Comptroller in 1756. John Buller, Esq. M. P. for East Looe, one 
of the Lords of the Treasury, and Comptroller of the Mint, died 
on the 26th of July 1786. Gent. Mag. 

k State of the Nation, Report XXIV. vol. III. p. 207. 
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By the Indenture of the 55th year, the Deputy 
Comptroller is to perform the duties of this office 
on the termination of the present interest, and no 
Deputy to be afterwards appointed. 

OF THE DUTY OF THE KING's ASSAY MASTER, DIS- 
TINCT FROM THE OTHER OFFICERS. 

He shall keep a l^ook of Bullion brought into the 
Mint, and also of the Pot Assay, to be made of some 
Ingot to be taken by the Warden^ Comptroller, and 
Assay Master, or two of them. 

The Master is bound to stand to his Report on 
the Trial of Gold and Silver, in dispute between hiin 
and the Importers, being made in the presence of 
the Warden, Master, and Comptroller *. 

Mr, Pollett has omitted to mention that the Coins 
cannot be issued until their delivery has been sanc- 
tioned by the King's Assay Master; whose office has, 
in modern times^ arisen to the highest importance, 
as the very distant periods to which the Trials of the 
Fix have lately been deferred, have left him the sole 
guardian of the purity of many millions of Money. 
The Trials which have taken place during the pre- 
sent reign all bear ample testimony to the skill and 
integrity of the Assay Master, and the accuracy of 
the Moneyers. 

Assay Master, Warden, and Comptroller. 
See Warden. 

Assay Master, Master, and Comptkoller. 
See Master *". 

1 See Statute 2 H. VI. Chap. Xll. m Pollett's MS. 

n 2 . ^ 
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A List of the King's Assay Masters. 

Anno Henry III. 

6. Robertus de Grettone and Gsdiridus de Frowic**. 

32. Richard Bonaventure ®. 
Galfridus Rikeward, Canterbury p. 

33. Peter Delveday, Winchester^. 

54. Bartholomew de Castillo, Keeper of the Cam- 
bium^ appointed to prove and assay the King's 
Money throughout the whole Kingdom '• 

Edward L 

1 and 2. Bartholomew de Brauncestre*. 
3. Gregory Rokesley, Chief Say master of all the 
King's Mints throughout England,and Keeper 
of the King's Exchange in London ^. 
. 5- Richard de Bentley, St. Edmundsbury^. 
8. John de Rede, St. Edmundsbury ^. 

■ Fache, Mercator, Capital' Essaiator, Emp- 
tor, & Ponderator Monete*. 
10. John Guy ot 7. 
25. Hugh Houton^ St. Edmundsbury ^ 

'^ Madox, Memor. 6H. III. Rot^S.^dors. Madox, in the se- 
cond volume of his History of the Exchequer, p. 87, gives the 
latter of these names Frowe. The above is tiken from an extract 
from the the Roll attested hy Henry Bromfeild, one of the Se* 
condaries> Dec. 14, 1744, for which I am indebted to the vene- 
rable Historian of Leicestershije. <> Madox, II. 88. / 

P Id. ibid. q North's Remarks on Clarke, p. 15. 

' P^t. 54 H. III. m. 11. 8 Madox, II. 90. 

' Stow*s Chronicle. He %ras then Mayor of London. 

u Madox, II. 90. 

^ Reg. Kempe, Harl. MSS. No 645. foUo 117. 

X Lib. Rub. Scacc. fbl. 247. 7 CI. 10 E. I. m. 2. 

z Reg. Kempe, Harl. MSS. 645. foL II7. 
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Anno Edward h (continued.) 

38. John de Sandale^ also Keeper of the Exchange 
of England ^ 
Boni£Bice Galoani, of Florence ^. 

Edward II. 

Before 12th year^ Lapine Roger, Canterbury <^« 
14. John de Redgrave, St. Edmundsbury \ 

Edward III. 
1* John de Pointroyse. Also Exchanger London 

and Canterbury •• 
6* Arnald Delescapoins ^ 
11 — 19. Geoffrey deThoresby, Canterbury s. 
21. William deSalop, alsoCustosCuneorumjCalais**. 
About 21 or 22. James de James, also Warden, St 

Sever*. 
25. Hugh de Wychyngham ^. 
26 — 2%. Richard de Grymesbi, London an<) Canter- 
bury \ 
30. Hugh de Wychyngham, CampsorandAssayer"*. 
32. Peter de la Grote, Aquen ^. 

« Abbrev. Rot. Grig. Scaccarii. ^ Lib. Rub. Scacc. fol. 245. 

<" Madox, II. 90. ^ Reg. Kempe, Harl. MSS. 645. fbl. 1 17. 

« Madox's MSS. vol.LXIX. fol. 109. 

f Rot. Vase. 6 E. III. m. 8. 

g Pat. 11 £. III. pt.2. ni. 34. in like manner as Lapine Roger 
deceased had held it. Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

h Rot. Franc. 21 E. III.' p. 2. ni. 4. 

i RollsofParl. vol.11, p, 209. ^ Mint Accounts. » Id. 

m Pat. so E. III. pt. 3. m. 18. He is said to have the office on 
the same terms as Henry de Brisele held it. This is the only in- 
stance in which I have found that person mentioned as Campsor 
and Assayer.. l^e time when he held these offices does not 
appear. 

" Rot. Vase. 3« E. III. m. 12. 
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Anna Edward III. (continued.) 

35, Ciarede Court, Campsor.and Assayer/*. 

35. Hugh de Wychingham, Campsor and Assayer 

of Silver Money in the Tower of London p. 
41. Eustace de Glastou % 
49 and 50. John de Leycestre*. 
49 • John de Maunsfeld, Campsor and Assayer, Calais ?. 

Richard II, 

1. John Leicester, Campsor and Assayer*. 
11 — 14. John Leyce&tre, Assayer **. 

17. John Wildeman, Campsor and Assayer '^. 

17 — 18. Richard Clytherowe, Campsor and Assayer, 

Calais ^, 
2Q and ?1. Walter Merwe, Campsor and Assayer y, 
20. John Feld, Campsor and Assayer, Calais *. 

Henry IV. 

1 — 14. William Fitzhugh^. 
13. Thomas Drayton, Assayer and Comptroller^. . 

Henry V. 

5 — 7. William Fitzhugh, Goldsmith *^, 
7. John Courel, Rouen ^, 

p Mint Accounts^ from March 5 to June 18. 

P Id. from Michaelmas to March 6. q Id. ' r Id. 

s Rot. Franc. 49 E. III. m. 13. 

t Pat. 1 R. JI. pt. 1. m. 20. 

u Mint Accounts. w Pat. 17 R. II. m. 2. 

X CI. IS R. II. m. 13. y Mint Accounts. 

2, Rot. Franc. 20 R. II. m. 6. a Mint Accounts, 
b Pat. 13 H. IV. m. 27. ^ Mint Accounts. 

«i Rot. Norm. 7 H. V. pt. 1. m. 81. dors. He succeeded )ds 
father Lauience Courel, 
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Anno Henry V, (continued.) 

8. Perrin Pelagin, St. Lo«. 
' 9. John Derlyngton^ Campsor and.Assayer^. 
10. Jacob Shaft, Campsor and Assayer, Calais ff. 

Henry VI. 

1 — 8. John Derlyngton ^. 
I. Thomas Roderbam, York '. 

Jacob Shaft, Campsor and Assayer, Calais ^. 
8. John Tyse ^ ; , 

9 and 10. John Hexham "*. 
13. Henry Ragley^. 

16. Giles Seyntlowe, Calais**. 

17. John Amanyn, of Bourdeloys, Master de la 

Touche, Bourdeaux p. 

18. Henry Ragley and, Thomas lliorpe, vicissim 

Assaiatores Monete**. 
23 — 28. Thomas Thorpe ^ 

23. Giles Seyntlowe and William Wever, Calais*. 
29. Richard' Joynour^ 
30 — ^38. Humphery Hayford^. 

e Rot. Norm. 8 H. V. pt. 1. m. 10. dors, 
f Pat. 9 H. V. pt. <Z. m. 6. dors. 
g Rot. Franc. 10 H. V. m. 3. 
^ Mint Accounts in the Exchequer, 
i Pat. 1 H. VI. pt. 5. m. 12. 

^ Rot. Franc. 1 H. VI. m. 20. i Mint Accounts, 

m Mint Accounts. » Id. 

Rot. Franc. 16 H. VI. m. 7. 

P Rot. Vase. 17 and 18 H. VI. m. 8. as Stephen Soporet had 
held it. 1 Mint Accounts, 

r Mipt Accounts. s Rot. Franc. ^ H. VI. ta. 12. 

^ Mint Accounts. . u Id. 
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Anno Edward IV, 

1. Thomas St. Legier, Comptroller, Campsor, aac( 

Assayer ^, 

Edward V, 

RlpHARD IIL 

Henry VIL 

1 — 3. Nicholas Fly nte,AssaiatorMonete &Cunagii', 

Henry VIIL 

1—^4. Henry Wiatt, or Wyott, Milas, Assaiator 
Monete d'ni Regis infra Turrim London*, ac 
Assaiator Cunagii Auri & Argenti infra Tur-^ 
rim praedict^ & alibi infra Regnum Anglie^^. 

35— 3^' Hugh Eglonby, or Egleby, Assayer and 
Comptroller *. 

36. John York, William BiUingsley, William Knight, 
and Thomas Stanley *. 
Laurence Warren, of London, Goldsmith, As- 
say Master Cambii> Cunagii & Monete, 
Canterbury *>. 

w Claus. 1 E. IV. X Mint Aceounts. 

7 Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

I Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 43. 

a Indenture, Lanadown MSS. N^ 745. 

^ He receired a general pardon, under the Great Seal, 6B, ¥!> 
for all ofienoes against the Mint, m the time of King Henry Vill., 
in which he is stikd late Assay lfostor> &c. « Orig. pen^ Jasoph 
Dimsdale, Arm. 
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Anno Edward VI. ' 

3* WilliMa BilliDgesley and Thomas Stanley ^ 

4- William Knight *.• 

4 — 6. William Williams, Ireland*. 

Philip and Mary. 

Elizabeth. 

1—5. William Humphreys ^ 

1. JohnBulU. 
18. William Humfrie and William Williams ^ 
25. William Williams and Walter Williams his son*. 
32. Walter Williams K 

James I. 

8. Walter Williams, Andrew Palmer, and John 

Reynold K 
15. Walter Williams and Andrew Palmer"*. 

c Indenture, Lansdown MSS. No 745. ^ Id. 

e Cotton MSS. Otfao £. X. foL 186. Edward VI. Journal. 
Burnet, vol. II. p. 51. 

f SneUing*s MS List. Indenture, Lansdown MSS. No 745. 

K Pat. 1 £liz. m. 3. dors. He seems to have been appointed 
fcnr the special piurpose of assaying the base Coinage for Ireland. 

h Harl. MSS. No 698. fbl. 120. i Id. fol. ^5. 

k I^ansdown MSS. rol. LXV. No 6. He succeeded his father^ 
who is called late Assays*. 

i Snelling*s MS list of Officers. Reynolds (so his name should 
be written) calculated Tablet to cast up Silver and Gold. 1 
know not when they were fii-st publislied, but they appear at 
the end of the seeond edition of the '* New Touchstone for Gold 
and Silver Wares'* [Lcmdon, 1679« 8vo], where they are said to 
be taken firom a printed copy corrected by him, with his band to 
testify the same, m Rymer> XVII. 19. 
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Anpo Chaeles I. 

1. Andrew Palmer and George Turner'*. 
3. Andrew Palmer®. 

12. George Turner and others were appointed to the 
office Magistrorum Assaiarum Auri & Ar- 
gent! cunati & BuUionis infra Minetam infra 
Turrim London*, ad vitas, Jul. IIP. 

Commonwealth. 
1. Andrew Palmer and Thomas Woodward 4. 

Charles II. 
Sir John Brattled 

James II. 

William and MARTt 

3. Sir John Brattle^. 
Daniel Brattle. 
Charles Brattled 

Anne. 

n Rymer^ XVIIL 6. 

o Commons Journals, I. 918. In this year Heniy Cqgan had 
the reversion of this place, and also that of Comptndkr, granted 
to him. He was joint Comptroller in 1639 ; but I have not 
found that he was ever Assajer. P Rymer, XIX. 903. 

S Commons Journals, sub ojuio 1649. 

r Snelling's MS List under this reign, but iHdthout date. 

• Sir John Rattle, a worthy person, and who hath long en-* 
joyed a conaderable office in the Royal IVIint [Dr. Walker's Ac- 
count of Eixjry BcunXixn, 4to. Lcmdou, 1691, p. 19.] 

t Snelling*s MS List ^ves these two names, but without dates. 
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GEORGE I. 



3. Charles Brattle", 

9 — 12. Hopton Haynes ^ 



George II. 



2. Hopton Haynes *. 

7. Joshua White. 

Whitakery. 

19 — 24. Joseph Harris* 
24- Lucas *. 



George HI. 

4. Jx>seph Harris^. 

4. Joseph Lucas ^. 
29. Stanesby Alchorne**. 
38. Robert Bingley ^ 

Of the Office of Cuneator, 

Another OflScer, of great importance in early 
times^ bore the title of Cuneator. This office was 
hereditary, and, as far as I have discovered, the only 
one in the Mint which was so. The Engravers of 
the Dies seem to have been appointed by him, and 
to have been under his immediate cognisance. By 

•J Snelling'8 MS List. w id. 

5^True State of England, 8vo, London, 1729. 

y Sne]Kng:s MS List. . 

* Gent. Mag. February 1749, on the resignation of Haynes, 
p. 9S. * SneJling*s MS List ; but qu. if correct ? 

*> He died Sept. 26, 1764. Gent. Mag. p. 450. 

« * e From the information of Robert Bingley, Esq.. who was 
the Master's. Assayer in 1798, and succeeded Mr. Alchorneat 
King's Assay Master. ; 
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him they were presented to the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer^ before whom they took the usual oath of 
office ; and it was probably his duty to see that all 
the Dies, as well those which were used in the para- 
mount Mint in the Tower of London as those which 
were issued from thence to the subordinate Mints, 
were of the same type^ This was a circumstance 
^f high moment whilst so many Mints were allowed 
to be worked in various parts of the kingdom ; but 
when they were abolished, and the Mint in the 
Tower became the only source from whence the 
Coins were derived, ^his precaution was no longer 
necessary, and the office soon sunk into disuse. 

' I have not beea able to trace it to its origin, but 
conceive that it is of high antiquity, as the necessity 
for its establishment must have been nearly coeval 
with the earliest appointment of any branches of the ' 
Royal Mint, to be fixed at a distance from it. 

In Domesday Book the name of Otto, a Gpld- 
smith, occurs as holding lands in Essex and Suffolk 5. 
It is probable that he was the father of Otto the 
younger, to whom Henry I., in the early part of his 
reign, restored the Mystery of the Dies which his 

' Msdox's History of the Exchequer, vol. II. p. 88. and 89. 
He claimed the old and broken Dies as his fee 5 which claim .was 
allowed to Thomas Fitz Oto, in the 49th year of Henry HI. on 
his petition to the King in the Court of £xchequer> that they 
belonged to him of right and inheritance, and ihat his ancestors 
had been accustomed to have them. This; upon examination, 
was found to be true. [Madox, II. p, 11.] 

g Vol. II. folios 3. b. 97. b. 106. b. in Essex -, and 28. b. in 
Suffolk. Kelham says positively, that he was ancestor of Thomas 
Fitz Otho, Mint Master, or Engraver for the King's Mint; ai^d 
that the last of the male line died in 1382. Domesday Book 
illustrated, p. 132, quoting Morant, vol. II. p. 306. 
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father l;iad held, together with all other his offices, 
and certain lands, &c> 

These he afterwards confirmed to William Fitz 
Otto, Goldsmith, together with other lands which 
his father had possessed, on condition that he should 
perform the duties of the office, which Otho the 
Goldsmith had executed K 

In the 6th of John, William Fitz Otho was com* 
manded by Writ to make the Dies for the Royal 
and Episcopal Mints at Chichester^; and in the 
27th year of Henry III. he presented before the 
Barons of the Exchequer Richard Abel, Goldsmith, 
to be Maker and Cutter of the Money Dies^ 

Towards the latter end of that reign some doubts 
appear to have arisen respecting the nature of the 
tenure by which this office was held ; for, in his 
41st year, the King commanded the Barons of the 
Exchequer that, after examining the Rolls of that 
Court, they should without delay inform him what 
kind of Serjeanty Otto Fitz William, then dead, had 
held on account of the custody of the King's Die in 
England, whether in fee, or ex gratid, or for the term 
of his life; and by whatiervice; who was his heir, 

h Cart. Antiq. in Tur. Lond. Y. N© 17. directed to Maurice 
pishop of London^ who was consecrated in 1085^ and didi in 
1 lOl, the 7th of H. I. It was probably on account of some dls^ 
pute respecting his office that in the 18th year of the same Kingp 
William Fitz Otho paid into the Exchequer xnxviL and xd. that 
he might no longer have a Master over him. [Mag. Rot. vulgo 
5 Step. Rot. 15. a. Londonia. Madox^ Hist. Excheq. voL I. 
p. 476.] 

i Cart. Antiq. Y« No 20. directed to Richard Bishop of London, 
who was consecrated in 1108^ and died in 1127> the 27th of Hen.I. 

^ CI. 6 Joh. m. 1. From a Mint Account in the Exchequer it 
appears that in the 1st E. III. he was entitled to receive fnnn the 
King seven shillings for every twelve dies. ^ Madox, II. 88. 
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and of what Bge. And whether theiuiid Otta beld 
. of the King any land not belonging to that Ser- 
jtonty, I and how much, and where, and by what 
servioe, &c.°* I have not discovered the Return to 
this Writ ; but it will be seen, a little lowor down, 
that he held by Petit Serjeanty. 

In the 49th of Henry III. Thomas Fitz Otho 
claimed, in the Court of Exchequer, the broken 
Dies, as belonging to him of inheritance, and had 
his claim albwed ° ; and in the 52d year he pre- 
sented before the Barons Ralph le Blund to the of- 
fice of Cutter of the King's' Dies *». 

When Edward I., in his 8th year, appointed 
William deXurnemire to make his Coins for that 
present time, the King took upon himself the pay- 
inent of the fee which Hugh Fitz Otho, guardian of 
Otho his nephew, claimed for keeping the Dies; or 
otherwise to satisfy him for the same p. 

In the 22d year of the same King it was found 
that Otho Fitz William held of King Henry III. the 
Manor of Lilleston in the County of Middlesex, in 
aapite^ by the Serjeanty of keeping the King's Mo- 
ney Stamp ; but that the Master of the Knjghts 
Templars then held that Manor ^. 
. It is certain, however, that the Serjeanty still con- 
tinued, in Otho's Family, although the Manor, held 
in virtue of it, was by some means ^parated ; and it 
remained with them until John de Boutetourt, Lord 

m Madox, Faronia, p. 249. 
n Madox, Hist. Exch. vol. II. p. 11. 
o Madox, Hist. Exch. vol. H. p. 69. 
1> Lib. Rub. Scacc. fol. 247. 

n Beckwith's Edition of Blount's Tenures, p. 129, referring: to 
Flac.Coron.22E.I. 
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of fWilly, became possessed of it bjr his marriage 
withJMaud% the heiress of her brother Hugh Fitz 
Otho^ Lord of Mendlesham in Suffolk, in th^ 50th 
year of Edward I. • After .the death of Lord Boute* 
tourt, in the l8th year of Edward IL, Maud his 
lyidow sold this office to William Lord Latimer, for 
himself and his heirs, in the 3d year of Edward IIL 
As he made that purchase without the King's Li- 
cense having been first obtained, he was obliged to 
sue out his pardon ; which was allowed ; and the 
King further granted for himself and his heirs, as 
iar as he had power^^ that the said William should 
have and hold, for himself and his heirs for ever, 
the said office of the King and his heirs, by the ser- 
vice due and accustomed^ without any impediment^ 
&c.t 

After this he seems to have enjoyed his office 
quietly uptil about the 27th year of Edward IIL 
when he presented a Petition to the King in Parlia* 
ment, stating that the office of Engraver and Maker 
of the Kjng^s Dies in the Tower of London and City 
of Canterbury belonged to him and his heirs, as 
plainly appeared by divers evidences ; that of late he 
had been disturbed by the King's Servants in having 
and using the said office, touching the Coins of 
Noble, Half and Farthing Noble, and the Groat ; 
because the said Coins were then but newly com- 
menced. He therefore prayed that the King would 

r She was the daughter and heiress of Thomas Fitz Otho. 
[Mint Account in the Exchequer; 1 E. III.] 

s Magna Britannia, vol V. p. 210. This Hugh Fitz Otho pro- 
cured from Edward 1. the privilege of a Market and Fair to Men- 
dlesham. Dugdale^s Baronage, II. 46. 

'Pat. 3E.III.pt. l.m. 18. 
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please to comni^iKJi full inquiry to- be .made, ki tbat 
Parliaibeiity tQacbing th^ same, and do right aiftd, 
reason to bini, on tbe consideration that be had 
possession of the said office before such Coins wete 
madCa In consequence of this Petition he waa 
commanded to produce his Charters and other 
evufences". 

Tbe further proceiedings do not appear ; bilk it 
should S6em that the determination was favourable 
to the Petitioner, as the office was confirmed to 
him, ^bottt twenty yeskxs afterward, without any 
exc^ion of tbe Coins above-mentioned ^. 

He held this office until his death in the 4th y^ir 
of Richard IL ^ ; after which I have not met with 
any thing further relating to it. In l^e 12th year 
of the same reign the Engraver of the Dies was ap- 
pbinted by the King y. 

A Seal of William Fitz Otho has been engraven 
as if it were his Seal of Office, but I believe without 
due consideration. It represents him sitting in sm 
antique chair, with a sword in his left hand, and in 
the right an instrument which has l)een sqpposed to 
be intended for the coining-hammer. Its form is 
however very ill calculated for that purpose, as it 
resembles a common pickaxe, the head of which i&, 
sharp pointed a* both ends ^. • 

« Bundle in the Tower, uticbssed. The instruiiient is With- 
oatcbte ; but, ftom the mention of Ciroats as new Coins, it was 
probably issued soon after the 2;th £. III., when those Coins firs; 
apf^estr in the Indentures. 

^ Pat. 47 E. III. pt. 2. m. 15. 

X Dugdale*s Baronage, vol. II. p. S% He left a dtfugfater and 
heiress, Elizabeth wife of John Lord Nevill of Raby. It does not 
appear that the office descended to her. 

y See London Mint, under that year. 

^ In Madox's Histoiy of the Exchequer, vol. I. p. 551, is a rude 
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The inscription on the Seail is, ^ sigil 

wiLLELMi FiLii OTH, without any reference to hid 
office; so that there is nothing lipon the face of it 
to'warrant the appropriation which has been made*; 
nor does it appear from any record, yet discovered, 
that a Seal of Office was ever granted. 

Pinchbeck's Register of the Abbey of St. Ed- 
muntfsbury divides the duties of this office betweeil 
two j>ersons: — *'In Cambio Londini ad cuneos 
Regis custodiendos duos sunt intenderites; unus, via^. 
ex parte Regis, qui ferrum fcasserum emere debet, 
& a Fabro usque ad manus Sculptoris lamina fefrea 
foriAiata portare; ipsosque cuneos sculptos, et rite 
paratos, quotiens cudere & monetare necesse fberit, 
deliberare; & Monetarios, ut apert^ flodones cudant, 
supervidere ; et alius ex parte D. Johannis de Butur- 
tis, qui habet in uxorem filiam & tiaeredem Thomse 
filii Ottonis, cujus est de feodo cudere cuneos Regis, 
qui deserviunt per totam Angliam, qjui capit pro 
seulptura & fabricatura cujuslibet duoddnae Vii.y. 
cujus vero officium est cuneos usitatos deformare, ne 
amplius deserviant, & pen^s se omnes veteres cu- 
neos ad opus Domini, ut pro feodo suo, retinere." ^ 

representation of a duel, in which each of the combatants is 
armed with a weapon precisely similar to that described above. 

• See Bibl. Topog. Britannica, No XX. p. 63, and ]\Ir. 
<}ough*s Letter, Gent. Mag. April 1796, p. 389. 

This Seal was first engraven by Vertue, and is said to hare 
been copied from the original in the Libraiy of King's CollegCi 
Cambridge ; but upon enquiry being made there about a dozen 
years since by Mr. Gough, at my desire^ the Seal was not to be 
found. It was published with the Latin Poems of Nicholas Har- 
dinge, Esq. by his son George Hardinge, Esq. in 17S0, See 
Gent. Mag. as referred to above^ where a copy of Vertue's En- 
graving is given. 

b Pinchbeck's Register. Appendix to Balteley's AnUq. S. 
VOL. I. I 
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The former of these officers I have not met with 
elsewhere ; and suspect that there is some inaccu*' 
racy in the above statement. If the latter part of H 
be correct, the Engravers were actually Working 
Deputi€;s to the Cuneatores. It is, however, scarcely 
possible to form a decided opinion upon the nature 
of this office from the few circumstances concerning 
it which at this time remain upon record. 

The high rank of some of those persons who held 
it, and the manner in which they presented the 
Engravers to the Barons of the Exchequer (not as if 
they were their Deputies, but as Officers actually 
appointed by them), aInK>st forbids the supposition 
that they could be the mere Engravers and Formers 
of the Dies; and yet they are so stated to be even 
as early as the'reign of Henry L, and also as Isfte as 
the Petition of Lord Latimer, in the 27th year of 
Edward III., which has been detailed above. They 
must therefore be inserted in the List of Engravers 
until something more decisive can be obtained con- 
cerning them. 

Of the Duties of the Engravers. 

They are not to make Dies in any other place but 
in the Tower. 

They are to deliver monthly the faulty Dies to 
the Clerk of the Irons, to be defaced in the presence 
of the Warden, Master, and Comptroller, and riot 
otherwise ^. 

£dm. Burgi, NoX. p. 135. What is there printed as a note 
forms part of the text in Kempe's Register. Harl. MSS. No 645, 
fol. 137. 

c From the St. Edmundsbury Register is appears that this was 
expressly the duty of the Cuneator, without any reference to the 
Officers above-mentioned. 
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Engravers, Smiths, Workmen, and Labourers. 

As many of these as shall seem needful, th^ 
Warden, Master, and Comptroller, or either of 
them, may engage at the King's price to work in 
the Mii^t ; and they are to be punished and removed 
at the discretion, of those Officers. 

They are also enjoined to work when required 
by them, on pain of disfranchisement and impri- 
sonment *. 

A List of Engravers of the Mint. 
Anno William 1. or IL ? 

Some time ^ 

ffrr'^^ Otto the Elder. 



the seventh t 
of Henry I, -^ 



Henry L 



Otto the Younger «. ^ 

William Fitz Otto ^ 

John. 
6. William Fitz Otho p. 

Henry III. 

6. Mich, de St. Elene \ 

s 

d Pollen's MS. Various instances are to be found, in the His* 
tory of our Coinage^ which shew that in old times these Officers 
had authority to take Workmen into the Mint by force, In case 
of refusal. 

fe Cart. Antiq. in Tur. Lond. Y. N« 17, before 7 Hen. I. 

f Id. No 20. between 8 and 27 H. I. 

S Ci. 6 Joh. ra. I. h Snelling's MSXist of Officers. 

I 2 
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Anno Henry III. (continued.) 

27. William Fitz Otho '\ 

Richard Abel ^. 
49* Thomas Fitz Otho ^ 
52 or 53. Ralph le Blund ». 

Edward I. 

8. Hugh Fitz Otho, for his Nephew Otho ». 
18. Thomas Fitz Otho, Die Graver in Fee*. 
2?. Otho Fitz William p. 
30. John Lord Boutetort \ 

Edward H. 

Edward HI. 

5. William Lord Latimer '. 
«7— 47. Idem ». 

Richard H. 

12. Jo. Edmund, Goldsmith, appointed bythe King*. 

Henry IV. 

I 

> He was dead 41 H. III. Madox> Baronia^ p. 249> where he 
Is called Otto Fitz William. 

^ Madox> II. 88. Abel was then presented in the Exchequer 
by Fitz Otho. » Madox, 11. 11. m id. p. 89. 

tL Lib. Rub. Scacc. fol. 247. 

o Mag. Rot. 18 £. I. Rot. 1. a. Madox*s MSS. vol LXIX. p. 85. 

P Beckwith's Blount's Tenures, p. 129. Probably for William 
fitz Otho* q Magna Britannia, vol. V. p. 210. 

' Pat. 3 E. III. pt. 1. m. 18. 

^ Bundle in the Tower, miclassed, and Pat. 47 E. III. pt.2. 
m. 15. ad Officium Sculpture & Fabrice Cuneorum Regis in Tur. 
Lond. & in Cantuar. 

t CL 12 R. 11. m. 25. See London Mint. 
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Anno Henry V. 

9. Gilbert Vanbranburgh ». 

Henry VI. 

1 — 9. Gilbert Brandeburgh, or Guysbryght van 

Brondeburgh ^. 
10—19. John Orewell \ 

32. William Wodeward, London and Calais y. i 
39. German Lynch, Master of the Mint in Ireland^ 

and Graver of the Puncheons *. 

Edward IV; 
2. Edmund Shaa, London and Calais \ 

Edward V. 

Richard III. 

1. John Shaa*^. i 

Henry VII. 

2. Nicholas Flynte, Sculptor de & pro ferris ^. 

HenryVIII, 

1 — 4. John Sharpe **. 
Demaire «, 

tt Pkt. 9 H. V. pt. 3. ID. 6. dors, 

w Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. He was appointed^ by 
Letters Patent^ Sculptor of the Dies^ of Gold and Silver^ within 
the Tower of London, where he was to reside, a house being as- 
signed to him, with a stipend of j^.^O per annum, [Memor. 
3H.VLHil. m.6.] 

* Mint Accounts. y d. 33 H. VL m. 30. 

« Pat. 39 H. VL m. 7. * Cl. 2 E. IV. m. 25. 

h Graver of the Coining Irons of Gold and Silver within £l]|g- 
land and Calais. * Mint Accounts, ^ Id« 

• Extract from the Note Book of James West, Esq. communi- 



120 CONSTITUTION OF THE MINT. 

Anno Edward VI, 

6. Deric Anthonie ^. 

nPhilip and Mary. 

Vincentius e. 

Elizabeth. 

2 — 18. Derick Anthony ^. 
Menestrelle '. 

James L 

8. Charles Anthony ^. 
John Dicker'. 

Charles L 

3 — 8. Nicholas Briot". 

5. Edward Greene "*. 
21. Thomas Simon®. 
23. Thomas RawHnsP. 

cated by my friend Joh^ Nichols, Esq. I do not find this En- 
graver in the Anecdotes of Painting. 

f Harl. MSS. N» 698. folio 51. He is said to have succeeded 
Robert, lately deceased. 

S Mr. West's Note Book. ^ Harl. MSS. No 698. fol. 120. 

i Mr. West's Note Book. Qu. whether Eloy Menstrell, who 
was hanged for false coining in 1658 ? but does not appear to 
^ have been Engraver to the Mint. ^ k 1 Snelling's MS List. 

m Rymer, XIX. 40. and 256. n Id. p. 254. 

o Vertue's Works of Simon, p. 61. 

p Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting, vol. 11. p. 257. Langbaine 
jiays he was Engraver both to Charles I. and II. Dramatick Poets, 
p. 424. He engraved the Oxford Crown. See Explanation of Plate 
XXIV. of Silver Coins, N© 1. At the beginning of this reign 
Abraham Vanderdort had a salary for making Patterns far his 
Majesty's Coins, and for giving his assistance to the Engravers, 
and bis furtherance, that they might be well engraven according 
to their abilities. [Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting, vol.11. p,80.] 
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Anno Commonwealth, 

' 1. Thomas Simon ^. 

Cromwell. 
2. Thomas Simon ^ 

Charles II. 

12. Thomas Simon •. 

John Roetier. 

James Roetier. 

Norbier, or Norbert, Roetier. 

Philip Roetier. 

Joseph Roetier*. 
14. Thomas Simon and John Roetier ". 
32. Henry Harris^. 

James II. 
William and Mary. 

V 

1. Three Roetiers*. 

Anne. 
4. John Croker. 
Samuel Bull. 
Gabriel Clerk y. 

George L 
12. Samuel Bull *. 
John Croker ^ 

q Commons Journals. ' Folkes, p. 100. 

s Ve^rtue, p. 84. * Snelling's MS List 

« Folkes, p. 106. w Snelling's MS List, 

X Lansdown MS. vol. 246. y Snelling's MS LisL f Id. 
* Croker continued to be Mint Master from his appointment 
by Queen Anne until his death in 1740, when he was succeeded 
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Anno George IL 

John Croker ^. 
I. John Rolles^ 

Beresford **. 
2' — 13. J. Sigismund Tanner*. 
14- James Anthony Dassier^ 
Richard Yeo «. 
J. Ralph Ocks, jun.*" 
15. Sigismund Tanner, John Ralph Ocks, John 

Tanner. 
92. Jo. Sig, Tanner, Jo. Ralph Ocks, and Ja. Ant. 

Dassier. 
33. Tanner, l^ssier, and Yeoman. 
24* Tanner, Dassier, Yeoman, Rich. Yeo. 
25. Tanner and Yeo. 
]?8. Tanner, Yeo, and Ja. Ant, Dassier, 
31, Tanner, Yeo, Ocks'. 

George III. 

4, Laurence Natter. 
1 1 . Thomas Pingo ^. 
19. Lewis Pingo, Chief. 

by Dessier. Anecdotes of Paintings vol. IV. p. 218. Another 
MS list by Snelling has under the last year of G. L and the first 
ofG.lI. 

Croker, RoUes, Ocks. 
Croker, Ocks, Tanner. 

b See the last Note. 

^ Snelling*s MS List says that RoUes is mentioned in this year; 
but he thinks that he quitted the Mint at this time for Seal-en- 
graving. ^ Snelling*s MS List. « Id. ' 

f g li Id. Some of these must have been Under-Engravers, 
or Assistants ; but Snelling has not distinguished them. 

i Snelling's MS List. k id. 
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Anno George III. (continued.) 

27. John Pingo, Assistant. 

37. Nathaniel Marchant, Probationer ^ 

Hiomas Wyon. 
58. William Wyon. 

Modeller. 
Signor Pistrucci, 

When the Dies were finished by the Engraver 
they were delivered to another Officer, whose title 
was Gustos Cunei, vel Guneorum, or the Keeper of 
the Die or Dies ; now Glerk of the Irons. 

The precise duties of this office I have not been 
able to ascertain, but it was clearly distinct from 
that of the Gustos Monetae ; for in the 6th year of 
Henry III. the Gustodes Monetae and the Gustodes 
Guneorum were sworn at the same time before the 
Barons of the Exchequer ■". 

The Dies are now in the care of the Surveyor of 
the Money Presses, 

Formerly a certain rent was paid for the Dies ; 
and the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer 
were sometimes authorized to let them, and to take 
a fine upon the entrance into office, for the King's 
advantage ^, 

1 Report of Select Committee on Finance^ Report XXIV. 
Supp. (B). 

m Madox, Hist. Excheq. II. 87. 
n Pat. 40 H. III. m. 14. 
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A List of the Keepers of the Dies. 

Anno Henry II. 

8. At the decease of Abbat Sylvester, A. D. llffi, 
Elverd Porrere had the Custody of the Die 
belonging to the Mint in the Abbey of St 
Augustine in Canterbury <>. 

Henry III. 

6. Adam Blundus, Randulphus de Hanore, Wal- 
terus Polite, Willelmus Rufiis, WUlelmus 
de Lindesie, Ric[ardus] de Nekinton, Ni- 
ch[olaus] Orbatur, Ric[ardus] OrbaturP. 

14» William, the King's Taylor, Custos Cunei, Can- 
terbury % 

SI. Adam Mercer, the same ^ 

22. Lambine Dravet, the same*. 

30. John Hardell, Custos Cunei \ 

39« Walter de Mora, Custos Cuneomm ". 

33. John Juvenal, Custos Cunei \ 

39. WilliamdeGloucester, Goldsmith, CttstosConei^ 

40* John Terri, Custos Cunei, Canterbury y. 
William Cokyn, the same '. 

• Ouron. W, Tboni, CoL 1816. 

r ifettor. e H. 111. Rot. a. aors. 

^ F^ 14 H. lU. p(. S. m. 3. He soccenled SiwM dttd^ 
dtemwiL r Madox, Hist. £x. U. 8S. 

s MttdoK^ Hist. £au II. 8B, 

t MmIox. Hbt. Ex. IL sa HesMooeeded Watoer le FloMi^ 
dkcMi»d. «Id.llML vU.ip.ai. 

« i^ ^ IL III. u. S. Ue ^iccccdM KkiMnl de Swcto 

AttMO. 

T Bit. 40 U. III. m. 14. Hb npynitaacat k lo oxk of tke 
ia9^5 Dies «a Uie Muit o( OoMetbonr. TIk two 
IvpIi^ iMid Mtxwee tkc otstnih ofsiii^ Dies ottly^ 

« Fj«. 40 R UI. WL 14. 
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Anno Hbnry III. (amtmrnd.) 

Robert de Cambro, the same *. 
41. William de Gloucester, Custos Cunei, Canter- 
bury**. 
52. William le Shrub, Custos Cunei, St. Edmunds- 
f bury, for the Abbot*-". 

Edward I. 

4 and 5. Jodee the Goldsmith, Custos Cunei, St. Ed- 

mundsbury, for the Abbot ^. 
27 — 29. Wilham Wymondham, Custos Cuneorum, 

et Cambii, Lond. and Cant. « 

Edward II. 

1. John de Everdon, Custos Cuneorum ^. 
7. Peter de la Posterle, Custos Cuneorum, Bourir 
deauxi^. 

Edward III. 

. 1. Reymond de Lincoln, Custos Cuneorum, Lond. 
and Cant. ^ 

21. William de Salop^ Custos Cuneorum and Assaia- 
tbr, Calais '. 

23 — ^25. William de Hu8eburn,or Husshburn, Cus- 
tos Cuneorum, Lond. and Cant. ^ 

a Pat. 40 H. III. m. 14. 

> Pat. 41 H. III. m. I. He succeeded to the custody of that 
Die which bad been held by Robert de Cantuar*. 

c Madox, Hist. Exch. II. 89. d Id. p. 90. 

. « Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. ^ Id. 

% See that Mint. h Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

i Rot Franc. 21 £: III. pt. 2. m. 4. 

k Mint Accounts. In the 25th year he was ordered to deliver 
all the old Dies of the Money last made to the Masters of the 
Mint, that they might be made new, according to the King's 
'Ordinance. [CI. ^5 E. III. m. 17.] 



196 COttSTIIWriOlf OF THl Mwr. 

Anno Edward III. (continued.) 

^4. Robert Mildenhale, Gustos Cuneoram ^ 
. John de Salesbury «■. 

Richard II. 

5—20. Stephen Rummylowe, Gustos Guneorum 
aur. & arg. Lond. & Gant. ^ 

Henry IV. 

Henry V. 

10. Richard Bokeland^ Gustos Guneorum^ Galais ^. 

. Henry VI. 

1. John Kenapley, Gustos Guneorum, Galais p. 
80. John Langton, Gustos Guneorum, Galais^. 
«3 — 25. John Langton and Walter Aumeher, Gus- 
todes Guneofum, Galais ^ 

Gustos Gunagii, 

. Another Officer oQCurs with the title of Gustos 
Gunagii, or Gustos Gunagiorum, Auri & Ar- 
genti. 1 have not been able to discover any 
thing respecting the nature of his office. 

1 Mint Accounts. 
^ >tt It appears that he held thb office at the death of Edward 
ni.) for in the 1st R. 11. he was commanded to deliver all the 
i)ies in. his custody to IThomas Hervy [then Warden]. He and 
William de Husburn were appointed by E. III. for life. [Pat. 5 
Rai.pt. 1. m. 11.] 

^ Pat. 5 R. 11. pt. 1. m. 11. and Mint Accounts. 

o Rot. Franc. 10 H. V. m. 3. 

p Rot. Franc. 1 H. VI. m. 30. 
. .q Rot. Franc. 20 H. VI. m. 21. 

r Rot. Franc. 25 H. VI. m. 20. 
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A List of the Custodes Cunagii. 

Anno Henry IV. 

3 and 4. Robert Hethcote, Gustos Cunagioram •. 
5, Lfodowick Reconche, Gustos Gunagiorum Auri 

& Argenti ^, 
ig. Henry Somer, Gustos Gambii, Monete, & Gur 
nagii ". 

Henry V. 

Henry VI. 

18-T-24. John Somerseth, Gustos Gunagiorum ^. 

25 — 27. John Lematon, the same*. 

28 — ^30. Thomas Mongomery, the same 7. 

Edward IV. 
9. John Wode, Gustos Gunagiorum *. 

Edward V. 
Richard III. 

Henry VII. 

1 — 7. William Stafford, Gustos Gunagii Auri & 

Argenti •. 
1. Giles Lord Dawbeney and Bartholomew Reede, 

M agistri Gunagii ^. 

» Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. ^ Id. u id. 

w Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. ^ Id. y U. 

z Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

A Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. In this Account Stafford 
is called Gustos Cambii & Monete & Gustos Gunagii; so that 
the three were distinct offices. 

*> Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 
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Anno Henry Vlll. 

3 — 7. William Stafford, as before*^- 
4. John Coppinger \ 
26. Thomas Pope ^ 

Surveyor of the Meltings. 

- * 

His duty is to survey the Meltings, and to keep 
a Book of Gold and Silver, and Allay ^ 

In the first Report from the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to consider the Poblick Offices [1810] it is 
said, that this place would admit of being brought, 
at the expiration of the existing interests, entirely 
under the management of the Deputy, as now con- 
stituted ; but that the degree of responsibility or 
trouble attending the discharge of the whole duties 
would entitle the Deputy to an increase of Salary. 
The Deputy's Salary is stated to ,be ^.28, the Prin- 
cipal's ^.103. 

Very few names of the persons who have held this 
office can, at this time, be recovered. The follow- 
ing are all that 1 have met with. 

Anno Elizabeth. 

18. Thomas Johnson. He is called Surveyor of the 
Melting House e. 

c Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

^ Warton's History of Sir Thomas Pope, Appeudix, No III. 
It is there stated that a grant had been made to Copping^ of 
the Office and Custody Cunagiorum Auri & Argenti. 

e Warton 8 Sir Thomas Pope, ubi supia. 

f PoUetfs MS. ff Harl. MSS. No 693. folio .120. 
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Anno James I. 

15. Paule Swallow K 

Charles I. 
17. James Hoare, also Clerk of the Irons K 

Charles II. 

23. Thomas Swallow K 
34. George Evans *. 

James II. 

3. George Evans °*. 

William and Mary. 
12. George Evans". 



Anne. 



1 . George Evans ^. 
6. William Evans p. 



George I. 

1. Major-General Evans ^i. 

George II. 

2. Lieutenant-General Evans '^. 
8. William Evans, Esq. « 

13. General Evans*. 

14^ — 29. George Augustus Selwyn, also Clerk of 
the Irons ^. 

b Rymer, XVII. 19. * Id. p. 642. 

k 1 m n o p q Snelling's MS List. 

r True State of England, 8vo. 1729. 

« Snelling*8 MS List. t id. u M. 

'^.Maitland's History of London, 1756, vol. I. p. 155. 
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Anno George III. 

1 — ^31, George Augustus Selwyn, as before*. 
31 — 38. Honourable Spencer Perceval, the same 3^. 

The Clerk of the Irons. 

It is his duty to keep an account of all the Blank 
Dies which are delivered to the Graver, and sunk^ 
stamped, and hardened by him. 

He is also to give an account to the Warden, Mas- 
ter, and Comptroller, when required, what Blank 
Dies have been delivered to the Graver, sunk, 
hardened, worn out, returned, or remaining in hand, 
that account may be kept *. 

The following names only have occurred : 
Anno Elizabeth. 

18. Robert Hornby*. 

Charles I. 

17. James Hoare, also Surveyor of the Melting 
House ^. 

Commonwealth. 

1. Richard Pight^ 

» Annual Regista^ 1791, p, 7*. He died on the 25th of Ja- 
nuary in that year. 

y Report of Select Committee on Finance, 1798, Report 
XXIV. Supplement (B). 
' * PoUett's MS. a Hail. MSS. No 698. folio 1^). 

b Hymer, XIX. 543. c Commons Journals. 
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Anno George L 

4. Major-Genet^l Evans \ 

George 11. 

29. George Augustus Selwyn, also Surveyor of the 
Meltings®. 

George III. 

1^31. The same^ 
31 — 38. Honourable Spencer Perceval, both offices k. 

By the Indenture of the 55th year this office 
merged into that of the Superintendant of the Ma- 
chinery. 

Of the MONEYERS. 

It has been already observed that, with the excep- 
tion of a single instance in the reign of Cnut^, the 
Moneyers appear to have been the sole Officers in 
the early Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman Mints. 
Their rank has been the subject of much controversy. 
By some they have been elevated to the dignity of 
Noblemen', whilst others have depressed them to 
the state of mere Workmen j. 

«> SneUiiig*s MS Last. 

c Maitland*8 History of London^ 1756, yoI. L p. 155. 

f Annual Register, 1791, p. 7*. He died Jsua. 25 in that year. 

f Report of Select Committee on Finance, 1798, Report 
XXIV. Supplement (B). 

^ Leg. Ang. Sax. p. 134. cap. 8. 

i Thwaite's Not® in Ang. Sax. Num. Sir A. Fountaine, Nu- 
mismata Ang. Sax. Tfaoresby's Museum. Hearne's Pre&ce to 
Johan. Glaston. Chron. 

IVise^ Num. Bodl. p. S30. Pegge'a Assemblage, p. 73. 
VOL. I. K 
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That they were not of the highest class is evident 
from their number, which sometimes amounted to 
three or four hundred^ ; and we are forbidden to re- 
duce them to the lowest, from the circumstance of 
their names being impressed upon the Coins, as that 
could be done only as a security that the integrity 
of the Money should be preserved ; and what effec- 
tual security could the name of a common Work- 
man give ? The very considerable fine of twelve 
Oras, to which an ofibnding Moneyer was liable oy 
the laws of Aethelred, also forbids us to consider 
them as in a very low station K It appears, likewise, 
from Bromton's translation of the same Laws that 
they had Workmen under them ■*. 

It must be confessed, however, that the i^estion 
of their precise rank is by no means of easy solution, 
though it may be concluded not to be of high eleva- 
tion, from the following facts. 

In the reign of Eadgar, if Eadmer be correct in 
his description of them at that period^ they ranked 
with the Villeins, for he says they were ** Viri qui 
in potestate erant"* ;*' that is, men who were in the 
power ol their Lord •. 

k See the List of Edward the C6nfbs6or*t Moneyers. 

I Wilkins, p 118. «» Col. 899. 

n Wharton, Anglia Sacra, vol. II. p. 216. See the. whole of 
this curious anecdote under the reHpi cf Eadgar. 

<» V*de Du Cang!^ sub voce Homines potestatis, toI. V. coL 
710. My friend Mr. Henry Petrie (whose opinion upon fHiatever 
relates to the early history of this Kingdom is entitled to the high- 
est connderation) has suggested that the term Vir is never applied 
to Villeim by writers of the middle age, but that Homo is inva- 
riably used in such case 5 and therefore that Viri, in the text, 
either must signify men of some rank, or it must be applied ta 
St Duiistan, with the meaning thi^ they were ponibly hit Mo- 
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It is remarkable, likewise, that no Monejrer is 
to be found amongst the King's Tenants in cajnte 
which are entered in Domesday Book ; though his 
officers of various ranks occur there. 

In the reign of Henry I., however, they must 
have* possessed considerable wealth, whatever their 
rank might be, if the exclanflation of William Gem- 
meticensis is to be taken literally ; for he says that 
the King might have received immense sums, for 
the redemption of the limbs of those Moneyers who ' 
were/ condemned to punishment as false Coiners p ; 
bttt the whole passage is in so high a strain of pane- 
gyrick, that it must, probably, be. received with 
some degree of allowance. 

It may be observed here, by the way, that neither 
in this, nor in the following reign, when severe V^^\7x^,c^^,^ Af \ 
nishments were inflicted on the Moneyers, were any^^ 
of their names preserved, either in the Records of^ '«<'»-^ 
those tfmes, or bv*the Chroniclers who. afterwards ^^ >» 
related the transactions; which warrants a suspicion .^^^ /~rv 
diat their rank in ii-fie was not such as tG^ entitle them 
to publick personal notice. . '^Z**^ 

Mr. Simon is of opinion that they were not the'^ ^^«^«v ^ 
common Workmen, but the Farmers of the Mint^ u^»^t^L<ru^ /4^. 
who gave so much a year to the Prince for the sole *fiy<i^ ^^^ 
privilege of coining in a city or town. Thus, says >fc-«/k*- t^^J^ 
he, in the Book of Statutes of Charles the ^^A^-^gU^^ Asfir, 
Gofnious, brother to the Castellane of Touriiay, is ^c^^^iir >Sw, 
called Monetarius, because he was Dominus Monetae tu j 

ney^s^ as Archbishop, or in some other way his dependants. I 
confess myself to be unable to decide the question^ and there- 
fore submit it to the judgment of my readers. 

P Hist. Normanurum, lib. VUI. p. 304. See the passage at 
length in the Annals in the reign of Henry I. 

K 2 
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Tornacensis, which must imply Master or Farmer, 
and not Lord, of the Mint of Tournay, for the Mint 
or right of coining Money did then belong to the 
Bishop of that place. And as these Farmers or 
Mint Masters were answerable for the weight and 
purity of the Money struck by them, or the people 
under them, they were obliged to stamp their name 
or some private mark on the Monies of their respec^ 
tive Coinage^. 

But however just this his conclusion may possibly 
be with respect to France, it cannot be admitted* to 
apply to our English Mints, where, as it appears 
from Domesday Book, there were sometimes six or 
seven Moneyers belonging to the same Mint ; for it 
is not probable there should have been at one time 
so many Farmers of it^ 

The entries in that Record, slight as they are, 
will, I think, enable us to form a tolerable judgdient 
of the actual rank <^f the Moneyer, and the natuve 
of his office, about the latter end of the 11th cen- 
tury ; and also to infei^ the probable state of both, 
prior and subsequent to that period; as it is hot 
known that any change took place about that time, 
or for some years afterward. 

From that authentic document we learn, that in 
some cases the Moneyers were allowed houses, rent 
free, wl\ilst they continued to work • :•-*- 

That in others they were obliged to march with 
the Vicecomes, when he went with the Army, or to 
pay a fine upon refusal * : — 

q Jssay on Irish Coins, p. 6, note *. 
r See volume I. folio 179 and 269. b. 
.9 Domesday Book> voL I. folio 56. 
t Id. folio 179. 
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That whafiever the King should come to the, place 
Where the Mint was kept, they were oWiged to coin 
as ranch Money as lie pleased, out of his Silver^: — 

That they had Sac and Soc '^ : — 

That when any one of them died, the King had a 
catain sum for a Relief; and if he did not devise 
his property, it devolved to the King^ i — , 

That they paid a certain annual rent to the King % 
and also a kind of fine upon every renewal of the 
Money, for the new Dies, which were sent to tbem^ 
.from London y. 

- These.data will, I think, lead to the conclusion 
that men in such a situation could not be Magnates ; 
whilst the trust which was reposed in them raises 
them above the level of common Workmeif. 

A very accurate Numismatick Antiquary says, 
*VThere are many reasons to believe that the Saxon 
Kings were always attended by Monetarii, who fre-* 
quently coined Money for present exigencies in 
towns where the King rested; which will account 
for our finding Money minted in obscure places, 
aud that perhaps only once." * 

I know not of what kind the many reasons might 
be which he has alluded to above, but it will not 
be easy to assign one more satisfactory, than that 
which he has^ given, for the appearance of Towns of 
such little importance under the character of Mints. 

V Dom^dayBook> vol. 1. folio 179. 

u Id. ibid. w Id ibid. 

X Id. folios 203, 230, 280, and vol. II. 106, b. 290. 

y Id, folios 26, 75, 172, 179, 252. It seems that a part of 
this fine was paid sometimes before, and sometimes after the re*, 
ceipt of the Dies, and the remainder within a certain number of 
days afterward. See folios 172, 179, and 252. 

« Mr. North's MS8. pehh Aut. 
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The custom of placing the Moneyer's name upon 
the Coins prevailed at a very early period hi this 
Island ; indeed we find it upon the Money of Eqg- 
berht King of Kent, which is the second, in point 
of antiquity, in the Anglo-Saxon series, and must 
be dated about the middle of the seventh century* 
It was usually stamped upoti the Reverse of the 
Coin, but in some few instances it is found upon 
the Obverse, whilst the name of the Monarch is 
removed to the other side •• The names of two 
Moneyers sometimes occur upon the same Coin **. 

From the time of Aethelstan, with some few ex- 
ceptions only, the name of the Town was added^ 
probably in conformity to his law, that the Money 
should be coined within some Town ®. 

The name of the Moneyer is to be found no lower 
than the reign of Edward I., but that of the Mint 
was notentirely disused in the last year of Elizabeth. 
: These Officers do not appear to have possessed 
any exclusive privileges at a very early period, but 
rather in some instances to have been more restrained 
than some others r for, in the first year of Henry 
II., when he confirmed to ttie Citizens of Ixmdon 
that they should not plead beyond the walls of their 
City, except in the case of foreign tenures, the 
King's Moneyers and his Servants were particularly 
excluded ^. 

& As upon some of the Coins of Ofifa and his Queen« 

I) As on the Reverse of one of Aelfred*s Pennies. See the I4st 
of his Moneyers. Mr. Miles obligingly communicated a Penny 
(of the same type as No 3 of £ric*s Money, Plate XI.) which 
reads — Obv. |X| eltangerht. Rev. rernart. These should 
seem to be the name of a Moneyer on each side. 

c Leg. Ang. Sax. p. 59. 

d Wilkins, Leges Ang. Sax. p. 319. The saflle exception with 
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Tliey likewise were assessed, as others w^re, to 
Aids and Tallages, v Thus in the 5th year of Henry 
H. the Sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk accounted in 
the Exchequer for xxxiij/. vj^. apd viijrf. for the 
Moneyers of Norwich, and for five Marks for the 
Moneyers of Thetford ; such being the amount of 
their Donums «. In his 14th year, Achard the 
Moneyer paid one hundred Shillings, Lefwine Be- 
sant (ive Marks, and Ailwine Finch two Marks, to 
the Aid fpr marrying the King's daughter ^ At the • 
same time, and on the same account, Thurst^ia, 
and William son of Derewqld) and William de 
Wf iclewood, Moneyers of Thetford, paid five Marks 
and a half, and the Moneyers of Norwich ten 
Marks ff. In his 33d year, however, the Moneyers 
of York had the indulgence of not being included 
with the other Citizens in the Donufn which wsis 
required of that City \ ' 

But this appears to have been a particular favour 
at that time, and was probably extended to tho^se 
persons only ; for in the 4th year of John, when a 
Tallftge was made per capita in the City of Lin^ 
coin, Lefuin the Moneyer was charged with five 
Marks K 

Yet it could not be long afteir this that they 
received a Grant of peculiar privileges^ as is evident 
from a Writ, which bears date in the l8th year of 
Henry III., and commands the Mayor, &e. of Lon- 
don not to trouble or disturb the King's Moneyers 

respect to the Moneyers of Winchester occurs 1 R. I. in Cart. 
Antiq. R. No 30. N. 19. Brady on BuFghs> Appendix, p. 45. 

c Madox> Hist. Exch. I. ^2. ' Id. p. 589. 

K Id. ibid. See other instances in Madox> I. 284 and 696, 

h Id. p. 635. , ' i Id. p. 737. 
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of Londob, by exacting from them Tallages or other 
Guitoms contrary to their privileges K 

These privil^es were, as it seems, then confined 
to the Moneyers alone, but in the reign of Edward I. 
they were extended to all the Officers of the Mint ; 
and, after various confirmations, by succeeding Mo- 
narchs, were granted to them, as a Corporate Body, 
in the first year of Elizabeth K 

Amongst Snelling's Collections, which, by the 
kindness of my lamented friend Mr. Gough, are 
now in my hands, is the following printed Advertise- 
ment : — " Whereas the Company of the Moneyers 
of the Money of England in 1699, and their Repre- 
sentatives, are intituled to an Estate in Devonshire, 
and to the Rents thereof received for several years 
past : All such Moneyers and Representatives are 
desired to meet their Trustee on Wednesday next, 
the 13th instant, at ten o'clock precisely, at Garra- 
way's Coflfee-house in Elxchange Alley, to receive 
tiieir several proportions of the said Rents, and to 
consider about the Sale of the Estate. 

** Nofe. The Representatives are desired to bring 
the Probates of Wills and Administrations under 
which they make out their claims." 

This Advertisement, which has been cut out of 
some News-paper, is, unfortunately, without date; 
I am therefore unable to say when it was published. 
The wording of it is undoubtedly incorrect, for the 
Moneyers never were a Corporate Body exclusive of 
the other Officers of the Mint, and therefore it is 
impossible that they should possess property as n 

I' Cl»is.I8H.UI.m.3a 

1 HarL MSS. No 698. p. 99. See aboie, p. 39. 
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Company. Or^ if they should be allowed to be a 
Company, by what power could the Moneyers of 
that day aliedate the property ? 

The present Duty of these Officers is thus set 
forth by Mr. PoUett, in the MS. so often referred to: 

On pain of disfranchisement and imprisonment 
they are not to distribute any Coin until it has been 
delivered into the Office of Receipt, and has been 
assayed : — 

They are enjoined to work whenever required by 
the Warden, Master, and Comptroller, under the 
like penalty " : — 

They and their Apprentices are to attend the ser- 
vice, or the Warden, Master, and Comptroller are to 
punish and expel the offenders ^. 

The punishments which were inflicted upon these 
persons, when they were convicted of having cw- 
rupted the Coinage, were, in antient times, dread- 
fully severe. 

By the Anglo-Saxon Laws they were to lose the 
hand which had committed the offence^ ; but at a 
later period that infliction was found insufficient to 
check the practice, and therefore Henry the First 
added to it the loss of sight and emasculation p. ' 

According to Sir Matthew Hale they were guilty 
of Treason if they made the Coins too light, or not 
of the fineness required *i. 

>n In the 39th year of Henry 1,1. Vi^alter the Linen*draper was 
amerced five Marks for refusing to make the King's Money. 
[Madox, Hist. Exch.vol. 1. p. 560.] " Pollett's MS. 

<» See Cnut*s Laws, chap. 8. Leg. Ang. Sax. p. 134. 

P See Knyghton, Bromton, Hemingford, Henry of Hunting- 
don> Hoveden, &c. 

q Pleas of the Crown, part 1. p. 213. 



140 COKOTITUTION OW TH£ MINT. 

The Names of the Moneyers, ao &r as I have been 
able to recover them^ will be found at the end of the 
reign of each Monarch. 

Prov6st of the Moneyers. 

This OflScer is the Senior Moneyer, and his of- 
fice is only a regulation formed by the Moneyers 
themselves. 

Anno Henry VIII. 

35. Richard Harry Yonge'. 

Edward VI. 
3 and 4* John Germin or Germaine*. 

Elizabeth. 

1. JohnMunnys^ 
18. Thomas Denham". 

COMBCONWEALTH. 

l651, Simon Corbet ^ 

Charles II. 
34. Nicholas Harris *. 

James II. 

3. Nicholas Harris^. 

r Sir Julius Caesar's MSS. fblio 153. See Trial of the Fix un- 
der this year. 

s Indenture. Lansdown MSS. No 745. 

* Pat. 1 Eliz. pt. 3. m. 36. dors. The Lansdown MS. calls 
him Munes. u Harl MSS> No 698. folio 120. 

w SncUing's MS. x id. 

y Snelling*s MS. 
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Anno William and Mary. 

4 — 6. Thomas Anderson ». 
8 — 12. John BraintS . 

Anne. 
3. The same*'. 

Geohgs I. 
1. The same «• 
3. George Russel**. 

13. Richard Collard^ 

George II. 
1. The same ^. 
17 — 22. Henry Haley «f. 

^$. Searle \ 

24 — 29. Daniel Kemp K 

George III. 

About 32. Joseph Sage. 

The Engineer K y 

Charles II. 

14. Peter Blondeau. His Patent expired 28 C. II. ^ 
34. Thomas Doyley "*. 

James II. 
1—12. The same"*. 

William and Mary. 
2. —— Bowes^ 

s » Snelling*d MS. 

b c 4 < f S b i Snelling's MS. and Maitland's History of JLiOn- 
don, 1756, voL I. p. 155. 

k The Provost of the Moncycrs for the tunc being is now the 
Engivieer also -, but I know not when the two offices were united. 

1 m n o Snelling's MS. 
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SUPERINTENDANT of the MACHINERY. 
G^RGE III. 

This Office was instituted soon after the introduc- 
tion of Boulton's machinery into the Mint, under 
arrangements proposed by the I^rds of the Com- 
mittee of Council for Coin, and approved by ah 
Order in Council, dated July 26, 1809. The first 
Officer was 

50. James |L«awson. 
58. George Rennie. 

The Weigher and Teller. 

He weighs the Bullion before it goes to the Mo- 
neyers, and after it is coined, to see that it answers p. 

Anno Edward III. 

34. Colin Galliard, Weigher, Rochelle^i. 

James I. 

2. Edmond Double^ay, Teller'. 
15. Anthony Knyvet, Teller «. 

Commonwealth. 
1 . The same \ 

PPoUetfsMS. 

q Rot Cales. 34 E. III. pt. 1. m. 6. It gave to. him Officium 
pendens Statere seu BaJance Monetanim nostraruni, in Villa 
Rup^lla, auree, argentee, & nigree. 

r MS. penis G. Chalmers, Ann. • Rymer, XVII. 19. 

^ Commons Journals. 
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Anno Charles II. 

34. Lancelot Perot '*. 

James II. 
3. The same''. 

William and Mary. 
6—12. Thomas Fitch \ 

Anne. 

1. Hopton Haynesy. 

George I. 
1 — 8. The same*. 
I2. Eaglesham •. 

George II. 
1. The same ^. 
3—29. Captain John Phillips*^. 

George III. 
1 — 38. Maurice Morgan ^. 

Clerk of the Papers. 

His Duty is to keep the Registers and Records of 
what is done*. 

u *? I y r a Snelling's MS. The first instance which I have foitnd 
of the union of the two offices of Weigher and Teller occurs in 
the person of Lancelot Perot. They seem not to have been 
separated since his time. ^ Snelling*s MS. 

c Id. and True State of England^ 1729> and Maitland*8 His- 
tory of London, 1756, vol. I. p. 155. 

d Snelling's MS. and Report of Select Committee on Finance 
for the year 1797, Report XXIV. Supplement (B). 

e Polletts MS. 
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Anno Commonwealth. 

I. James Howard and John Reinoldst 

George 1 1. 
2— ?9. Thomas HilU. 

George III. 
38. William Dick \ 

Of the Inferior Officers of the Mint. 

The Names of their respective Offices will be 
found under the Account of their sereral Wages 
and Fees. 

All these, together with the Workmen, before 
they are admitted to a sight of the Milling, take an 
oath of secrecy in the presence of the Warden ; and 
it is their duty to work when required by the War- 
den, Master, and Comptroller, on pain of disfran- 
chisement and imprisonment ^ 

Resides those Offices which have been enume- 
rated above, 1 have met with slight notices of others^ 
whose exact functions are, in some instances, now 
entirely unknown. 1 shall give the fragments which 
I have collected^ 

Clerk of THE Mint. 

Edward I. 
John de Maydenstane K 

f Commons Journals. 

S True State of England, 17^9, and Maitland as before. 
^ Report of Select Committee on Finance, as above. He died 
in 1800, having held this office nearly 40 years. 

i Pollctfs MS. k lib. Rub. Scaccarii. Without date. 
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Anno Edward III. 

1. William de Merlawe^. 
18. John de Charinton, or Shurington^. • 

Richard II. 
12. Guy de Ronclif". 

Henry VI. 

30. John Blakeney and Robert Caterton^ 

Edward IV. 
6 — 12. Hugh Brice and John Sondes p. 

Henry VIII. 

18. John Rogers^. 

Edward VI. 

4. John Mardiley, of the Mint in Southwark^ 
called Suffolk Hous^'. 

1 Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

<n Id. The name b variously spelled in different Accounts. 

n Claus. 13 R. II. m. 25. 

o Mint Accounts. G. 30 H. VI. m. 17. 

P CI. 6 £. IV. m. 18. and IS. m. 28. 

4 His Grant was of the office of Cleric Cambii^ Cunagii, & 
Blonete, vacant by the death of John Porthe, and he was to hold 
, it in as ample manner as the said John, John Blakeney^ John 
Sanders, and Thomas Wilde had held it, either jointly cr tepa« 
rately, in the reign of Henry VI. and Edward IV., with the fee 
of 9(i. per day, or ^13. ISs. 9d per annum, as it had been in 
the before-mentioned raigns. [Harl. MSS. N<» 698, folio 54.] 

r Warton's History of Engli^ Poetry, yol. HI. p. 194. He 
translated 24 of David*s Psalms into English verse. 
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The Auditor or THt Mint. 

Anno Henry VI II. 

34» William Duncke". 

Edward VI. 
3. The samt \ 

Elizabeth. 

18. William Dodington «. 

Commonwealth. 

1. Bingley, Beale''. 

Seneschall of the Mint. 
Elizabeth. 
18. Thomas Fanshaw^ 

Numerator Monete. 
Elizabeth. 
18. William Wightman ^ 

Pot-Maker. 
Henry VHI. 

38. William Foxley^ 

• Hart. MSS. No 698. folio 35. 

t Talbot Papei-s, vol. B. p. 159. 

tt HarLMSS, No 698. fol. 1«0. ^ Commons Journals. 

X y. Harl. MSS. N* 698. folio 1^0. 

« Holini»hed*s Chronicle^ vol. 11. p. 972. Stow's Survey of 
London, p. 56. According to these Authors, this man once 
slept fourteen days and nights, and upon hb awakening was as 
if he had slept but one night. This was in 1546, and he was 
still living in the Tower in 1579. 
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Anno Elizabeth. 

18— 21. The same*. 



».- ^ 



The Surveyor of the Money Presses. ^ 
He has the care of the Dies ^. 
George II. 
29, William Vaughan ^. 

George III. 
38. John Chambers*^. 

Purveyor. 
George I IL 

S. James Morrison®. 

The Sinker of the Irons. 
Elizabeth. 
18. Humphrey Cole and George Tyson ^ 

Commonwealth. 
1. Daniel Bratles. 

The Smith. 
Elizabeth. 
18. William Hopkins ^ 

a Harl. MSS. No 698. folio 120. 

b Trial of Turnbull, for robbing the Mint, in 1799. Sessions 
taper, p. 205. 

c Maitland*8 History of London, 1756, vol. I. p. 155. 

d Report of Select Committee on Finance, Report XXIV, 
Supp. (B). e Id. ibid. 

f Harl. MSS. N© 698, fol. 120. . s Commons Journals. 

h Harl. MSS. No 698, fol. 120. 

VOL. I. L 
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Anno CoMMOKWEALTH. 

1. Hodgins^ 

George 1L 
29. Reuben Fletcher^. 

George III. 
38. Assistant to the Engravers, Elias Walter*. 

The Keeper of the Money. 
Richard II. 

5, Gerard de Meute, Bourdeaux"". 

Inspector of the Coinage. 

. Richard L 
10» Geoffrey Fitz Walter, Northampton ". 

Surveyor of the Coins. 

Edward VI. 

6. John Brown \ 

^ i Cofnmons Journals, 

^ Maitland*8 History of London, 1756> voL 1. p. 155. 

1 Report of Select Committee on Finance, Report XXIV. 
Supplement (B). 

m Rot. Vase. 5 R. II. m.JO. By that Writ was granted to 
him Custodiam Monetarum nostrarum auri & argenti qua^ in 
Villa nostra Burd^aHa cudebuntur. I have not met with any 
other instance of this, although the wages are said t^o be as 
tisual ; nor do 1 know what was the nature of the office, ilou 
whether it difiered from the Keeper of the Mint. 

nBridges's Northamptonshire, vol. I. p. 423. See the Account 
of Northampton Mint. 

o Anecdotes of Painting, I. 205. 
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Anno SuRvfeYOA of the Mint* 

Charlbs IL 
I5. Thomas Swallow P. 

The Melter* 
Elizabeth* 
18. Thomas Stanley and Thomas Munde^. 

REt'ARATOR CuNEORUM* 

Henry IIL 

6. Michael de Sancta Elena ^ 

High Treasurer of the Mint* 

Henry VIII. 

36. Sir Edmund l^eckham •. 

Edward VI. 

1. Sir Edmund Peckham \ 
George Gayle, Esq. Treasured of the Ring*s Mint 
. in York \ 

Mary. 

1. Sir Edmund Peckham \ 

P He had a Gtant of Arms, Aug^ 13^ 1663. Snelling*s MS. 

q Karl. MSS. No 69S, folio 120. 

t Madox. Memor. 6 H. IIL Rot. 3. dors. 

s British Museum MS. No 83. H. 8. 

t Inventory of the ££fects of Henry VIII. in the Library of 
the Society of Antiquaries. . See Comptrollers 4 £dward VL 

▼ Pedigree of Gale> Lit Anec. of the Eighteenth Cent. vol. 
rv. p. 536. No date is given. He was Sheriff in 1530^ and 
died 1557. » Arehscdogia, XIL 334. 

L 2 
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Anno Elizabeth. 

1. Sir Edmund Peckham ^. 
Francis Gale, Treasurer of the Royal Mint of 
York^ 

James II. 

1^89. Hewiet, Treasurer of the Dublin Mint 

for the Brass Coins y. 

Und£r«Tr£asur£R of the Mint. 

Henry VIII. 

36. George Gayle, York ^. 

Edward VI- 
4. Sir M. Bowes \ 

Sir John Yorke, of the Mint in Southwark ''. 
Sir Willam Sharington was Vice-Treasurer of 
the Mint at Bristol ^ 

The Porter of the Mint. 

I know not how this office happened to have so 
much importance attached to it, but it will be seen 
in the next page that the name of the person who 
filled it is to be found, not unfrequently, in the 
Public Records. 

^ Pat. 1 Eliz. m. 3. dors. 

X Pedigree of Gale as before. He died in 1 690. 

y Simon's Irish Coins, p. 59. 

« MS. Brit. Mus^ No 83. H.ll. 

ft Strype'8 Memorials^ II. 271. ^ Lansdown MSS. No 745. 

c Burnet's Hist. Reform, vol. II. p. 93, 
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Anno Edward VI. 

4. Richard Farre<*. 

Elizabeth. 

13. Richard Farre and William Humfrey ^ 
18. Richard Far ^ 
20. Robert Knolles &. 

Charles I. 

8. John Denbeigh and Thomas Kenevett**. 

Commonwealth. 
1. John Dendy ". 

George IL 
29. John Sandein. 

George III. 
38. John KempK 

The Maker and Stamper of the Money Weights* 

The first person appointed under the Act by 
which this office was established in the year 1 774* 
was John Whitehurst™. 

George III. 
38. Joseph Sage"*. 

d Harl. MSS. No 698. fbl. 95. He succeeded William Flippes. 

r Jd. ibid, ^ f Id. fol. 120. ^ if Id. fol. 196. 

h Ryraer, XIX. 431. > Commons Journals. 

j Maitland*s History of London, vol. I. p. 155. 

^ Report of Select Committee on Finance, Report XXIV. 
Supplement (B). 1 Statute 14 G. Ill: chap. 9?. 

m After tlie termination of the present existing interest, the 
Salary annexed to this Office is to be withdrawn, and the Fees 
allowed by Stat. 15 Geo. III. only to be taken. [Stat. 57 Geo. 
in. cap. 670 

n Report of Select Committee on Finance, Report XXIV. 
Supplement (B). 



15^2 CONSTITUTION OF THE MINT. 

Besides these Officers, the Red Book of the Ex-^ 
chequer has preserved the name of another, with 
whose duties I am entirely unacquainted. The entry 
is without date, but is probably to be referred to an 
early part of the reign of Edward I. It is in these 
words : ^* Cantra Joculator sit e?c parte Regis ^Z' 1 
have some suspicion, however, that the word Cleri- 
cus is to be understood, and then the meaning will 
be, that Cantra the Jester, or Bard, was the King's 
Clerk, an officer still known in the Mint This 
entry is imniediately preceded by ** JolS^s de May- 
denstone clericus cambii.** - 

The Chief Officer of the Mint of Scotland bears a 
title unknown to the English Mint, for he is called 
General of the Mint; the inferior Officers have the 
title of Master, Warden, &c. Sec. p 

I have been able to recover only the following; 
names, since the Union : 

Anno Charles II. 

1 664. John Faulkener of BalrnaJLcr, Master ^. 

iffSiJ. James Faulkener of Plaisley, Warden'. 

The following Extracts from Ruddi man's Intror 
duction to Anderson's " Diplomata Scotiae" will 
shew the manner in which the Coinage of Scottish 

o Lib, Rub. Scaccarii^ fol. 245 b. 

p By a Statute of the year 1817> the Office of Governor 
of this-Mint, after tlie termmation of the existing interest, is to, 
be held by the Master of the Mmt in England, and the other 
Offices by the Officers respectively dikharging equivalent duties 
in England^ and the Mint buildings to be sold. [Stat. 57 G. III. 
cap. 67.] <I Cardonnel, Numismata Scotiae^ pp. II7, 118. 

r Cardonnel, Numismata Scotise, p. 117* 
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Gold and Silver was conducted after the Union of 
the two Crowns under James VI. of Scotland and L 
of England : 



Aaoo 
Dom. 



1601. 
1633. 
1738. 



Gold. 



Anno Regni. 



Jjants VI. 35. 
Charles I. 9. 
Geoii^elhlS. 







Value of 


Pioenett. 


Allay. 


the Gobi 
coined out 
of 1 Pound 


n«. pw. gr. 


oa. pw. gr. 


£. s. d. 


11 


1 


434 


11 


1 


4M 


11 10 


1 a 


560 14 



Silver. 

1601. I James VI. 35. I 11 0(100 
1738. I George II. 12. | 11 2 | 18 



36 

37 4 



Poaad of pure 
Gold wriKh^d 
of pure SiUer. 

>U OB. ^P*gr» 

12 

13 2 7 11 
15 2 10 7 



OF THE EXCHANGE. 

An account of the nature of this office, together 
with a sketch of the duties which the chief Officer 
was bound to perform, is prefixed to the History of 
the various Mints and Exchanges ; { shall therefore 
in this place only give as full a List of theOfficer^ns 
my researches have been able to collect. But must 
observe that it is difficult, in many instances, to dis- 
tinguish whether they were Officers of the Exchange 
or of the Mint. 

• Wardens of the ExcHANGEt 
Anno Richard I, 

Guido de Vee ». 

John. 
1. Hugh Cycein. 

9. Nigel Rufus and Odo le Petit \ ^ 

« Cambium Regis, 4fo. London^ 1628, p. 1. ^ Id. p. 2« 

V Madox, Hist. Exch. I. ^83. 
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Anno Henry III. 

1. Hubert de Burg«. 

2. William Mareschall, jun.^ 
6 Andrew Buterell \ 

9. Andrew Bukerell and Everard, Goldsmith, Lon- 
don and Canterbury y. 

13. D B , London and Canterbury*. 

32. William Hardell, Custos Cambii \ 

41. John de Somerket^. 

47* Roger de la Laye and John Gisors ; but John 
being unable to act, William Fitz Richard 
was appointed in his, stead «. 

50 — 55. Bartholomew de Castello and Richard de 
Gamft^. 

Edward L 
7— iS. Gregory de Rokesle, Citizen of London^ 
and Orlandino de Podio, London and Can- 
terbury®. 

8. John de Flemeng, Burgess of Newcastle upon 

Tyne, Newcastle ^ 

9. Alexander de Luk, Merchant, Ireland?. 

u Pat. 1 H. in, m. 3. De Bui^ was Justiciary, and the Mayor, 
&c. of London were commanded to deliverto him the Mint and 
Exchange of London. , 

^ Pat^H. in.m.5. xPat.GH.IlL 

f Clans. 9 H. lU. m. 17. dors. 

z Fin. 13 H IIL m. 10. and Glaus, m. 3. These references 
ire from Vincent's MSS., but 1 have not found the passage on 
cither of the Rolls. 

a Pat. 3^ H. IIL m. 4. b Pat. 41 H. III. m. 1. 

^ c Pat. 47 H. III. m. 15. d Rot. emptionum 50—55 H. III. 

e Abbrev . Rot. Orig. Scacc. Mag. Rot. 18 E. I. Rot. 1. a. 
Madox s MSS. vol. LXtX. p. 85. 

f Abbrev. Rot. Orig. Scacc. S Id. 



WARDENS OF THE £XCHAHGB< I55 

Anno Edward I. (continued.) 

19. Lapiti, Canterbury^. 

26. Peter de Leycester^ 

27. John Ballard, John Galeys, and their Compa- 

nions, Merchants of Lucca, Yarmouth, and 
Dover j. 

28. John de Sandale'^. 

Roger de Frowyke, Canterbury and Bristol K 
Taldus Isaniam and Coppus Gotenne, and fheir 
Fellows, Merchants of the Company of Fris- 
cobalds of Florence, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Kingston upon Hull, and Exeter"*. 

Edward II. 

1. Emeric de Friscobald, Merchant, London and 

Canterbury ^, 
5 — 9* John de Lincoln, Citizen of London, the 

same ®. 
6. Roger de Frowyk, London and Canterbury P. 
1 2 [before] John Van, and his Companions, Lombards*^ 

Lapine Roger, Canterbury '. 
12. Augustin le Galeys Or Waleys, London and Can- 
terbury *. 

^ Mint Accounts in tl^e Exchequer. 

i Wardrobe Account, p. 343. 

j Pat. ^7 E. J. m. «4. Stat de falsa Moneta, 27 E. I. . 

k Red Book of the Exchequer, fol. 259. 1 Id. 

ra Abbrev. Rot. Orig. Scacc. In the Red Book of the Exche- 
quer the first of these is called Calde Jaman ; folio 87. 

n Abbrev. Rot. Orig. Scacc. 

o Id. Madox, Hist. Exch. II. 241. 

P Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 

q Claus. 12 E. II. m. 14. dors. * Madox, II. 90. 

s Madox, I. 291. I believe this is wrong ; Waleys was at this 
time Warden of the Mint. 
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Anno Richard II. 

1 — 14. John Leicester ^ 

2. William Salesburie, appointed to the Exchange 

in Lombard Street ^. 
6^ John de la Vale, John Rggey, Arnald Lary, and 

Arnald de Vyes, for Aquitain *. 

17. John Wildeman^. 

18. Richard Clytherowe^. 
20. Walter Merwe ^. 

John Feld, Calais '. 

Henry IV. 
1 — 7. Walter Merwe, Custos Camhii Regis in Ci- 

vitate Lond. tent, in Lombard Strete K 
2. Stephen Spouret, Bourdeaux K 
2 — 4. William Fitzhugh ^. 
3 — -5. Robert Hethcote, Custos Cambii Monete "*. 
13. Henry Somer, Custos Cambii & Monete®. 

Henry V. 

1 — 5. Lodovic John, London and Calais p. 

8. Peter Edomart, Rouen, Caen, and Constant^n ^. 
Godin Dureaume, Rouen ^ 

9. John Patesley*. 

c Pat. 1 R. II. pt. 1. m. 20. Mint Accounts. 
<* Fin. 2 R. II. prope initium. Vincent. 
€ Rot. Vase. R. II. m. 17. ^ Pat. 17 R. II. m. 2. 

S Claus. 18 R. II. m. 13. h Mint Accounts, 

i Rot. Franc. 20R. Il.m. 6. k Mint Accounts. 

1 Rot. Vase. 2 H. IV. m. 18. n. 15. » Mint Accounts, 

n Id. o Pat. 13 H. IV. pt. 1. m. 18. ■ \ 

V Pat. 1 H. V.pt. 1. m. 28. Pat. 2 H. V: pt.2. m. 23. Pat. 5 
H. V. m. 1. q Rot. Norm. 8 H. V. pt. 3. m. 9. dors. 

' Rymer, IX. 920. * Claus. 9 H. V. m. 1. dors. 
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Anno Henry V. (continued. J 

Roger Mustel, Rouen, Caen, and Evreux*. 

10. Bartholomew Goldbeater**. 

John le Gris, Rouen, Caen, and Evreux^. 

Henry VI. 

1 — g. John Derlyngton*. 

1 and 2. Bartholomew Seman^ alias Goldbeter, 

Yorky. 
1. Thomas Roderham, York ^. 

8, JohnTyse*. 

9. John Hexham ^. 
10. William Russet 

l6. John Paddesle, in England and at Calais^. 
l8. Henry Ragley and Thomas Thorpe®. 
l8 — 24. John Somerseth ^ 

23. Thomas Thorpe s. 

24. Robert Mansfield \ 

25. John Lematon \ 

25 — 28. Thomas Thorpe K 
27. Richard Tunstall K 
28 — ^30. Thomas Mongomery ^. 
29. Richard Joynour ". 

« Rot. Nonn. 9 H. V. m. 32. dors. u Cambium Regis> p. 6. 
^ Rot. Nonn. 10 H. V. m. 14. dors. » Mint Accounts, 

y Cambium Regis, p. 6. Indenture 2 H.VI. Bundle in the 
Tower, imclassed. 

« Pat. 1 H. VI. pt. 5. m. 12. 

a Mint Accounts. b id. 

c Pat. 10 H. VI. pt. 1. m. 29. 

d Pit. 16 H. VI. pt. 1. m. 4. 

e Mint Accounts. ^ Id. R Id. • 

b Cambium Regis, p. 6. » Pat. 25 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 29; 

^ Mint Accounts. * Cambium Regis, p. 6. 

ro Mint Accounts. " Id. 
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Anno Hbkrt VI. (continued J 

30— 38. Humphrey Hayford, Campsor Monete & 

Cunagii **. 
31. Ric. Tunstall and William Avener p* 
Tho. Mongomery and Jo. Hynde^* 
34. Elias Horwpud '* 
36. Tonstall". 

l.Tho. StLegier*. 

4. William Hatdiffe and M. Burhull \ 

4 — 8. William Lord Hastings", Tower of London^ 

Realm of. England, Town of Calais and 

Marches of the same ^. 
7. William Hatdiffe the King's Secretary, and E-^ 

C — ^ Merchant of Florence ^ 
9. John Wodey. 
22. Bartholomew Read *. 

Thomas Galmole, Develyn and Waterford •- 

Richard HI. 
I.John Kendall K 

o Mint Accounts. p Pat. Si H. VI. pt. 3. m. 35. 

q Pat. 31 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 20 and 23. 

' Pat. 34 H. VI. m. 13. See Prynne's Aiirum Reginee, p. 132. 

* Cambium Regis, p. 8. t Claus. 1 E. IV. 
V Pat. 4 E. IV. pt. 1. m. 18. 

u Pat. 4 E. IV, pt. 2. m. 16. Cambiu,-i Regis, p. 8. 
^ Mint Indenture, Archaeologia, vol. XV. p. 166. 
X Rot. Fin. 7 E. IV. m. 11. y Mint Accounts* 

» Cambium Regis, pp. 7 and 8. 

• MS. No 116. No 10. Antiq. Soc. Lib. 
^ Cambium Regis, p. 7. 



WARDENS OF THE EXCHAI96B. l6l 

Anno Henry VII. 

1. Richard Fox, Keeper of the Exchange at Ca* 

lais ^ 
1—3. William Stafford, Keeper of the Exchange^. 
Nicholas Flynte,Campsor Monete & Cunagii infra 

Tur. London' •. 
23, Peter Corsy, Merchant of Florence ^. 

Henry VIIL 

1—4. Henry Wiatt«. 

4. John Coppinger, Custos Cambii & Moniete \ 
26. Thomas Pope, the same *. 

Edward VI. 

Philip and Mary. 

Elizabeth. 
14. Richard Martyn \ 
17. Sir William Cecil Lord Burleigh K 
44. Sir George Carey, Keeper of the Exchanges be- 
tween England and Ireland °^. 

James I. 

Charles I. 
3. Henry Earl of Holland, Keeper of the Exchange* 
between England and Ireland ". 

c Rolls of Parliament, VI. 377. 

^ Harl. MSS. No 698. p. 70. Mint Accounts. Rolls of Par- 
liament, VI. 380. « Mint Accounts. 
^ Rymer, XIII. 216. ff Mint Accounts, 
t Warton's Life of Sir Thomas Pope, p, 9, ajid Appen. N» III. 
i Id. ibid. - k Rymer, XVI. 706. 
I HarL MSS. N© 698, p. 91. 
«n Simon's Irish Coins, p. 41. 
^ Simon's Irish Coins, p. 46. 
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The other Officers of the Exchange were, the 
Comptroller, of which I have met with but one in- 
stance, viz. Michael de Wincester, who held that 
office in the Exchange at Dover in the 27th yearof 
Edward L^; and the Clerk of the Exchange, 
for which see the Clerk of the Mint. 



SUPPLY OF BULLION. 

Of the various Modes by which the Mint has been 
supplied with BuLuON. ' 

The materials of the British rude substitutes for 
Money were, as we are informed by Caesar, only 
Copper and Iron. 

Of these metals the former was with the Britons 
the more precious, for they had not, at that time, 
discovered that their own country produced it, and 
therefore it was imported by them : the latter was 
furnished by their own mines, though in small 
^quantities P. 

The Roman Mints, if anj^ were Worked in Britain, 
might possibly be supplied with Gold and Silver 
from the Mines of this Island, for both Strabo and 
Tacitus enumerate those metals among its products 4. 

It should seem, l^owever, that the more precious 
metals had not been discovered when Caesar invaded 

o Pat. 27 E. I. m. 24. 

P '' Nascitur ibi plumbum album in mediterraneis regionibus^ 
in maritimis ferrum : sed ejus exigua est copia : ^re utuntur 
importato." [Caesar de Bello Gallico, lib. V. cap. X.] 

ath^f,** [Strabonis Geographia.] "Fert Britannia aurum & 
argentum, & alia metalla pretium victorisa, gignit & oceanus 
margarita sed subfusca & liventia.** [Tacitus de Vita Agricolae.] 
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Britain, for it is scarcely possible that they should 
have escaped his penetrating eye, or his minute en- 
quiry : and it is clear from his silence, in that p«rt 
of his Commentaries where he details the other pro- 
ductions of the country, that he had no knowledge of 
their being found here. It was likewise the general 
opinion at Rome that neither Gold nor Silver was to 
be met with in this Island, as appears from two of 
Cicero's Epistles'; and Suetonius mentions the 
Pearls of Britain as Caesar's chief inducement to its 
conquest *. 

It has been said that collars of Gold and Silver, 
for the necks of women, made part of the Tribute 
which Augustus imposed upon the Britons ; but I 
cannot find any other authority for this than the 
passage which is referred to below \ Indeed the 
report but ill agrees with the acknowledged practice 
of that people to adorn themselves with chains of 
iron ; for as that metal is pf all others the most dis- 
posed to rust, and by its rust to corrode the skin, it 
cannot be doubted that the precious metals, which 

r " Britannid belli exitus exspectatur. Constat enim aditus 
IntulflB esse munitos mirificis motibus. Etiam illud jam cogni- 
tum est. Deque argenti scripulum esse ullum, in ilia Insula, 
neque ullam spem praedas, nisi ex mancipiis/' [Gceronis £pist. 
ad Atticum, lib. IV. Epist. 16.] " In Britannia nihil esse audio 
neque auri necjue argenti. Id si ita est, essedum aliquod suadeo 
capias, et ad nos quam primam recurras.*' [Ciceronis Epist. ad 
Familiares, lib. VII. Epi«t. 7} 

s Suetonius de Ccesaribus, lib. I. cap. 47. 

The pearls of Britain are represented by Pliny as being small^ 
and of a bad colour ; and yet Caesar seems to hare been so proud 
of thdse which he acquired by his descents upon the Island^ that 
he thought them worthy to adorn the statue of Venus.*' [Plinii. 
Hist. Nat. lib. IX. cap. 36.] 

t Holinshed*t Description of Britain, page III. 
VOL. !• M 



l64 SUPPLY OF BULLION. 

. i 

are void of those ill qualities, would have super- 
seded the use of iron for personal ornament on the 
unclothed bodies of the Britons, if such metals had 
been known to them. 

Notwithstanding the reports of Strabo and Tacitus, 
it is not probable that the ores of Gold and Silver 
were ever found, in any considerable quantity, in 
Britain ; for it cannot be suj^osed that the mines 
were at a very early period worked out, and yet no 
other supposition can satisfactorily account for the 
absolute disappearance of those ores. 

It is true that the Lead ore is sometimes richly 
impregnated with Silver, but it requires a degree of 
skill, whidi it is not probable the Britons possessed, 
to part the two metals. 

If, therefore, they were in a capacity to pay such 
a tribute to Augustus, from the natural produce of 
their own country, it should seem that they had 
been instructed by the Romans in the discovery of 
the Mines, and in the management of the ore, in 
the interval between his accession to.the Empire, and 
the invasion of Britain by Jijilius Caesar. 

Be this, however, a& it may, it is certain that no 
traces of Gold or Silver Mines, properly so called, are 
now to be found ; nor, so far as I am informed, do any 
documents exist, to shew in what manner, or from 
what sources, eveh the Saxons, the successors of the 
Romans, supplied their Mints with Bullion ^ The 

u Unless the tribute which ^helstan imposed upon the con-^ 
quered Princes of Wales, and which consisted, amongst other 
things, of the annusd payment of 200 Pounds of Gold and 300 
Pounds of Silver, can be proved to be intended for that purpose, 
[fcnyghton. Col. 2321.] Leake, p. 287, says, " Nor does Great 
Britain want Gold Mines, for such have been discovered at Cray- 
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difficulty with which sufficient quantities of Gold 
and Silver, for the purposes of coinage, were pro- 
cured during the infancy of commerce, was no doubt 
the origin of that branch of the royal prerogative 
which vested in the King all Mines of those metals, 
wheresoever they might be found. By the old com- 
mon law, if Gold or Silver were discovered in Mines 
of base metal, according to the opinion of some, the 
whole was a Royal Mine, and belonged to the King; 
though others held, that it only did so, if the quan- 
tity of Gold or Silver was of greater value than the 
quantity of base metal. The disputes which natu- 
rally arose upon this subject were, with great pro- 
priety, set at rest for ever by the Statutes 1 WilHain 
and Mary, St. l. c. 30, and 5 William and Mary, 
c. 6, which enacted that no Mines of base metal 
should be considered as royal, notwithstanding Gold 
or Silver might be extracted from them in any quan- 
tities ; but that the King, or persons claiming royal 
Mines under his authority, should have the ore 
(other than tin ore in the counties of Devon or Corn- 
wall), paying for the same a price sti^ed in the latter 
of those Acts*. 

The earliest instance in which I have found the 
claim to a Mine Royal to be enforced, occurs in the 
47th year of Henry III., at which time a Writ was 
directed to the Sheriff of Devonshire, in which it 
was stated that the King had been given to under- 

fbrd Moore in Scotland^ in the sands of the river> twenty-two 
carats fine, and the like in England, at Brickhill-hill, near Spils- 
hury in Lancashire." For this he refers to Malyne*s Lex Merca- 
toria, where may seen accounts of several Lead Mines in Eng*-* 
land, &c. which were rich in Silver. 

}( Blaekstone's Ck)mraentaries, vol. I. p. 994. 

M 2 
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stand that there were within his Conuiy Aurifodinoe 
^ Cuprifodince^ that is, I presume, Mines contain- 
ing Gold together with Copper, and he was com- 
manded not to permit any one to occupy the same 
until the King should have provided that which the 
law required to be doney. ' 

His successor Edward I. received great help to- 
wards the mamtenance of his wars, and other charges, 
frpm the Silver Mines which, in his days, were 
found in Devonshire. In the accounts of William 
de Wimondham, Warden of the Mint, it appears, 
that, between the 12th of August and the 31st of 
October, ip the 22d year of his reign, there was 
tried and fined out, at Martinstowe in that County, 
by times, so much of fine Silver as amounted to 370 
Pounds weight. 

In the next yisar, 521 Pounds and ten Shillings 
weight were fined at the same place, and also 
brought to London. 

But the workmen of that country being either 
pot sufficiently numerous, or not sufficiently ex- 
pert, three hundred and thirty-seven Miners were, 
in the year 1296, brought from the Wapentake of 
the Peak in Derbyshire, who fined and cast into 
wedges, in the course of that year, 704 Pounds 
three Shillings and one pennyweight*. In the next 
year, 348 Miners were brought from the same 
place, and to them were added 25 from Wales, be- 
sides others of the County of Devon and other places*. 

y Claus.47H. Ill.m. 15. 

z From Sept. 30 to Nov. 6 in that year, there were received 
into the fd^kt, from the King*s Mines, 8^.709. 10$. 4^d. [Mint 
Accounts in the Exchequer. 

^ Holinshed has omitted to state the amount of Silver which 
was fined by these Miners. 
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William de Aulton, Clerk, Keeper of the Ring's 
Mines in Devonshire and Cornwall, was Accompt-^ 
ant of the issues and profits of the King*s Mines 
there from March 4, 1298, to April iS, 1299, and 
yielded up his account both of Silver and Lead * ; 
which proves that the Silver was the produce of 
Lead Mines rich in that metal. 

In the early part of this reign, the Mines in Ire- 
land which afforded Silver were supposed to be suffi- 
ciently rich to merit the attention of government. 
The King, therefore, in a Writ directed to ftobert 
de Otferd, Justiciary of Ireland, and the Bishop of 
Waterford, his Treasurer there, stated that he was 
certainly informed that Mines of Silver were found 
in that Country, of which considerable profit might 
be made, and commanded those persons to cause 
such Mines to hie opened and worked, in any way 
that to their judgitient should seem expedient*^. 
The Mint, however, did not depend solely upon 
these Mines for a supply of Metal. From an account 
of the same William de Wymondham, it appears 
that foreign Bullion was purchased to a considerable 
amount ^. 

During the reign of Edward II. Silver was still 
brought to the Mint from the Royal Mines, and 
that which was purchased was distinguished by the 
names of Argentum Cismarinum, Transmarinum, 
and Billon*. , 

These terms continued to be used in the reign of 

b Ho1infthed*s Chronicle, vol. 11. p. 316. He says that/Wi« 
mondham*s Accountis were, in his lime, remaining in the Ezche« 
quer. c Pat. 4 E. I. m. 10. 

<l Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. « Id. 
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Edward III., after which I have not met with them* 
In his 12th year he granted, and in his 15th year 
confirmed, by Statute, free hberty to all persons to 
dig within their own soil for Mines of Gold and Sil- 
ver, and for hid treasure, under the inspection of 
Clerks to be appointed for that purpose, on condi- 
tion that all the Silver so found should be carried to 
the Mint to be coined there, at their cost, and that one 
third of the Money so struck should remain to the 
King, and two thirds to the owner of the soil ; and 
that all the Gold should be brought to the Exche- 
quer, at their expense, one moiety thereof to be re- 
tained for the King's use, and the other moiety to 
be returned to the said owner of the soil. But if 
they should neglect to dig for the said Mines, &c. 
then the King and his heirs to have power to do it, 
without hindrance from any one ^. 

In the-Sd year of Richard II. the same privilege 
was extended to IreldTnd, for six years, on condition 
of rendering to the King one ninth part of the 
metal. The remainder to be made into plate, &c, 
or to be brought to the Mint in Dublin, where the 
King's Seignorage and Custom for Coinage were to 
be deducted, and the value of the remainder given 
in his Money. The Bullion not to be exported, ex- 
cept to England, without the King's special license, 
on pain of forfeiture ff. 

But, notwithstanding the provision of the 12th 

9 
f Fines, 12 E. III. m. 17, and 15 E. III. m. 14. The Statute 

which is here referred to has never, as I believe, been printed in 

any edition of thie Statutes. It is not in that of 1810. Prynne 

has given it in his Tractate on Aurum Reginse, p. 128. 

Z Rot. P^l. An. 3 R. II. tn. 2. n. 43. Prynne on the 4th Part 

of Coke's Institute^ p. 308. 
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year of Edward III. which appears to be so favour- 
able to Mine-adventurers, it seems that the Crown 
could not at once recede from the antient practice, 
for, in the next year, we findtbat the Sheriff of So- 
mersetshire was commanded to repair in person to 
Melles in that County, and to dig and examine into 
a Mine there, which was reported to be rich in Sil-, 
ver \ And, in order to provide a supply of fuel fbr 
the King's furnaces in the Counties of Devon and 
Cornwall, an Inquisition was ordered to value tbe 
woods belonging to certain persons in the neighbour- 
hood of his Silver Mines there, and to sell them to 
his Warden of the said Mines at a reasonable rate K 

In the iSth year of Edward III. is found the firfet 
entry of Gold, as brought into the Mint for the pur- 
poses of Coinage, which remains upon record. It 
consisted either of foreign Coins, or of Bullion pur- 
chased for the Mint, or sent thither by Merchants 
to be coined^; but I have not n>et with any in- 
stance where that metal is entered as the produce of 
the Royal Mines. 

The Welch Mines in Cardiganshire were disco- 
vered in the reign of James I. by Sir Hugh Middle- 
ton, and have ever since been worked with success ; 
whereas all others in England have not answered 
the charges of working. Folkes says there was a 
good quantity of Money coined in this reign, of the 
Silver refined from the lead of the Mines in the 
Principality of Wales ^ And it will be seen, on 

b Claus. 13 E. III. pt. 1. m. 9. 
* Escaet. 13 E. III. No 61. 
k Mint Accounts in the Exchequer. 
1 Folkes, p. 70. Leake, p. ?87. 
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inapecting the Explanation of the Plates, that Silver 
from those Mine9, and from others in the West 
of England^ has been occasionally coined so late 
as the reign of King George I. 

It was at an early period discovered that the 
working of Mines on the King's account was not 
advanta^^us to the Crown, and in consequence 
they were leased to various persons, with a reserva- 
tion of certain portions of the precious metals which 
they contained to the use of the Crown, and some- 
times also with an obligation to bring the whole 
produce to the Mint, in order to its being coined 
there. 

As that reservation was^ unquestionably made for 
the purposes of Coinage, I shall give a brief state- 
ment of the proportions which were at different 
timea reserved. 

1354. The tenth part «. 

1358- The first year, a rent of ^0 Marks ; after- 
ward, the fifth part of the metal "*. 

1369. All the Gold and Silver to be brought to 
the Mint in the Tower of London to make Money, 
and the ninth part to be paid to the King for his 
Seigiiory ^. 

1377. The thirtieth part of the profits of a Gold 
Mine which had been discovered in Devonshire, 
and declared to the King's Council, was granted to 
the discoverer for two years p. 

1378. The seventh part «i. 

1379. The ninth part', 

m CI. 28 E. in. dors. n Fine$}, 82 E. III. m. II . 

o a. 43 E. III. m. 9. dors. P Clatis. 1 R. 11. m. 32. 

q P&t 2 R. II. pt. 1. m. 46. r See p. 168. 
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1382. Thfe ninth part to the King, and the tenth 
to the Church of the parish in which the Mine was 
found *. 

1388. The seventh part \ 

1390. The ninth part to the King, the tenth 
part to Holy Church, and a thirteenth to the Lofd 
of the soil **• 

1397. The ninth part of the pure Gold and 
Silver *. 

, 1427. To Holy Church a tenths to the King a 
fifteenth, of the pure Gold and Silver ; and to the 
Lord of the soil a twentieth part of Gold and 
Silver r. 

1434* The same lease was renewed, but with the 
condition of paying to the King, only, the fifteenth 
part of the pure Gold and Silver '. 

1453. A tenth part of the pure Gold and Silver*. 

14S6. Is the first instance of an annual rent, 
without any reservation of Bullion^ which 1 have 
met with \ 

1461. The tenth boll of ore <". 

1467. One twelfth to the King, and one six- 
teenth to the Lord of the soil ^* 

1474* An eighth to the King, a ninth to the 
Lord of the soil, and a tenth to the Minister of the 
parish *. 

8 Fin. 5 R. 11. & CI. 3 R. II. t ci. 11 R. 11. m. 44 dors. 

u Pat. 13 R. II. pt. 3. X Pat. 20 R. 11. pt. 3. m. 23. 

y Pat. 5 H. VI. pt. 1. m. 7. « Pit. 11 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 12. 

a Pat. 31 H. VI. pt. 1. in. 6. These were Mines in Devonshire 
and Cornwall^ and yet it will be seen in the Annals that« in 
1454, the Commons represented that the Mines in these Coun- 
ties were not worked. 

b Pit. 34 H. VI. m. 8. c Pat. 2 E. IV. pt. I. m. 6. 

d Pat. 8 E. IV. pt. 3. m. 14. « Pit. 15 E. IV. pt 1. m. 22. 



17^ SUPPLY OF BULLION. 

1475- A fifteenth of the pure Gold and Silver^ 
1625. After the first two years^ one tenth to the 
King. All the other Silver to be brought to the 
Mint^ where the lessee was to receive for it such 
price in ready Money as Silver of the same fineness 
should then be worth «. 

In order to facilitate the working of these Mines, 
th^ lessees were sometimes authorized to take a cer- 
tain number of workmen, wheresoever they should 
find them, within the County wherein the Mines 
were situated**. They had power also over their 
labourers, &c. to exercise justice in all pleas, except 
those of land, life, or limb; and if any oflTended so 
that they ought to be imprisoned, then the patentees 
or lessees were authorized to arrest and lodge them 
in the next, gaol, there to be detained until they 
should be released by them *. 

As the claim of the Crown respecting Mines 
Royal was but ill defined, an attempt was made in 
the 15th year of Charles II. to pass a Statute for the 
purpose of ascertaining it more clearly ^ ; but, after 
the Bill was read a second time, and the amend- 
ments of the Committee to which it was referred 
were reported, it seems to have been dropped, as no 
further proceedings are to be found ; and the claim 
remained in its unsettled state, until it was finally 
determined by the 1st and 5th of William and 
Mary, which have been already recited. 

But the supply of the Mint with Bullion was in 
early times considered to be a circumstance of too 

f F&t 18 E. IV. pt. 2. m. 30. 5 Rymcr, XVIII. 90. 

h Pat. 46 E. III. pt. 2. m. 31. * Pat. 15 E. IV. pt. 1. m. 32. 
k Commons Journals^ vol. VIII. pp. 451> 458> 483. 
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much importance to be trusted to natural means 
alone; and the aid of Alchymy was therefore re- 
sorted to for that purpose. Thus the Gold, of which 
the Nobles of Edward III. were formed, is said to 
have been produced by Raymond Lully, 

Ashmole, in his Notes upon Norton's Ordinal!, 
and Hermes Bird, has given a very circumstantial 
account of the bringing of Lully into England by 
Cremer, Abbot of Westminster i of his agreeing to 
make the King rich by his art, in consequence of 
that Monarch's promise to enter into a war against 
the Turks ; of his refusal to work any longer, when 
he found that Edward would not keep that pro- 
mise ; and of his being clapt up in the Tower in 
consequence. 

The Gold, he says, is affirmed (by an unwritten 
verity) to have been made by Raymond Lully, in 
the Tower of London ; and, besides the tradition, 
the inscription is some proof; for, upon the Reverse 
is a cross fleury, with Lioneux, inscribed, " Jesus 
autem transiens per medium eorum ibat;" that is, 
" as Jesus passed invisible, and in most secret man- 
ner, by the midst of the Pharisees, so that Gold 
was made by invisible and secret art amidst the 
ignorant." * 

That Edward was, in some degree, a believer in 
the powers of Alchymy, and therefore not improba- 
bly the dupe of Lully, will, I think, appear from the 
following Record. The Patent Roll of his third year 
states, that the King had been given to understand 

1 Ashmole*s Theatrum Giemicum Britannicum> pp. 442^ 467. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has thought tills tale worthy of a serieus confuta- 
tion, which may be seen in the fourth volume of his edition of 
the Canterbury Tales, p. 183. 



174 SUPPLY or BULLION. 

that John le Rous and Master Wiliiam de Dalby 
could make Silver by art of Alkemony ; that they had 
heretofore made it, and still did make it ; and that 
by such making of that metal they could greatly 
profit the Realm : he therefore commanded Thomas 
Gary to find them out, and to bring them before 
the King, with all the instruments, &c. belonging 
to the said art. If they would come willingly, they 
were to be brought safely and honourably ; but, if 
not, they were to be seized, and brought before the 
Ring wherever he might be. All Sheriffs, &c. were 
commanded to assist the said Thomas Gary™. This 
belief in the creation, or, at least, transmutation of 
nfietals, was in the reign of Henry ly. so firmly 
established, that we find in his fifth year a Statute 
which solemnly "ordained and established that none 
from henceforth shall use to multiply Gold or Silver, 
nor use the craft of multiplication ; and if any the 
same do, that he incur the pain of felony in thi^ 
case."*^ 

In consequence of the restraint which this Statute 
imposed upon the operations of Alchymy, John 
Gobbe, in the 2Sd year of Henry VI. presented a 
Petition to the King, in which he stated, that he 
was desirous of operating upon certain materials, by 
Art Philosophical, viz. to transubstantiate the infe- 
rior metals, by the said art, into perfect Gold and 
Silver, so as to endure every trial ; but that certain 
persons had suspected this to be done by art unlaw- 
iful, and therefore had power to hinder and disturb 
him in giving proof of it. 

m Rymer, IV. 384. 

n Statute 5 H. IV. chap. 4. [Statutes, foHo, 1577.] 
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His Msgesty, having considered the premises, and 
b^ing willing to see the conclusion of the said ope- 
ration, granted, of his special grace, license to the 
said John to practise the said art in future, without 
molestation from any of his officers ; provided al- 
ways that it was not contrary to law ^. Soon after 
this, however, his Majesty's curiosity became too 
impatient to endure the restraint of Statutes, and 
he granted licenses of the same kind to various per* 
sons to <carry on their operations, notwithstanding 
any Statute, Act, Ordinance, or provision to the 
contrary P. 

In his 35th year he appointed, by Letters Patent, 
Commissioners to inquire into the truth of this art, 
by the professors of which he had been promised 
wealth sufficient to pay all his debts in Gold and 
Silver, to the great advantage of the Kingdom. The 
Commissioners were not selected with any particu- 
lar attention to their qualifications for such a scru- 
tiny; for they consisted of Augustine and preaching 
Friers, of the Queen's Physician, the Master of St. 

o Pat. 22 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 9. 

P Pat. 24 H. VI. pt. 2. m. 6 & m. 14. Rymer, XL 240. Pat. 
30 H. VL pt. 2. m. 27. Pat. 34 H. VI. m. 6. This .last Patent 
IS given at length in Tovey*s Anglia Judaica^ p. 253> and is 
worth perusal. It speaks with the highest confidence not only 
of the transmutation of metals> but also of the Elixir by which 
all curable disorders would be healed -, human lite prolonged to 
its natural term^ and man would be preserved in healthy and 
natural strength both of body and mind^ ^c. &c. It gavelictiise 
by authority of Parliament to John Faceby, and others^ to 
make that most precious medicine called the Fifth Essence, and 
the Philosc^er*s Stone, and to practise the transmutation of 
metals into true Gold and Silver. [Pat. 34 H. VI. m. 7. Brit. 
Museum, III. 1. b.] 
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Laurence Pontigny College, an Alderman of Lon- 
don, a Fishmonger, two Grocers, and two Mer- 
cers^. Their Report does not appear; but, without 
"doubt, it was favourable to the art, as another license 
to practise it is found in his ggth year. This differs 
from those formerly granted, in being for the term 
of two years only, whilst the others were unlimited''. 
Notwithstanding the disappointments which must 
have been perpetually experienced from the profes-* 
sions of those Alchy mists, it is qertain that s^ reliance 
on the powers of their art continued as late as the 
17th year of Edward IV. This appears from the 
following entry, which is preserved in a Leet Book 
of the Corporation of Coventry. 

" Memo', that the vj day of Januar, y« yere afores** 
[i.e. 17 E. IV. John Seman, Mayor], the forsaid 
May^ resceyved a pr'v'e signet by y® hande of a sV'nte 
of the Kyngs, the tenour wherof herafter ensueth : 
By the Kyng. 

Trusty and wele-beloved, we grete you wele, and 
late you wite that it hath ben shewed unto us that 
oure wele-beloved John Frensh, our s'v'nt, com'i- 
nyng and com'only abydyng in our cite ther, ert- 
tendeth be his lab*" to practise a true and a p'fitable 
conclusion in the cunnyng of Transmutac'on of me- 
tails, to oure pr'fyte and pleasure, and for to make a 
cler shewing of the same before cert" oure s'v'nts and 

' q P^t. 35 H. Vi. m. 6. By the advice of the King's Council, 
and by the authority of Parliament. [Prynne's Aurum Reginsct 
p. 134.] A Commission of the same, kind had previouitly been 
made in his 34th year to William Cantelo and others. [Pat. 34 
H. VI. m. 7. Brit. Museum, lU. 1. b.] 
r Pat. 39 H. VI. m. «3. 
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counselVs by us therfor appointed, is required a cer- 

tayn tyme to p^par bis mat'ials; we not willing 

therfore oure seid sVnt to be trobled in that he 

shall so werk or p'pair for oure pleasure and p'fite, 

woU and charge yewe that ye ne sufier hym in eny 

wyse by any p^sone or p'sones to be letted, troubled, 

or vexed of his seid labour and practise, to thentent 

that he at his goode lib'te may shewe unto us, and 

such as be by us therfor appointed, the cler efiect of 

his seid conclusion. Yeven under oure signet, at 

our Palays of Westm', the xxix day of December* 

To our trusty and welb^loved the Mair and his 

brethren of our cite of Coventre, and to the 

Recorder of the same, and to ev'y of thaira."* 

I have met with only one instance in which the 
Statute of the 5th year of Henry IV., against the 
craft of Multiplication, was put in force. It occurs 
in the 7th of Edward VI. when one Eden confessed 
himself guilty of that crime, viz. that he had prac- 
tised to make the fifth Essence, and the Philoso- 
pher's Stone. He also accused one Whalley, then 
prisoner in the Tower, of having moved and pro- 
cured him to practise that art. As the offence was. 
but felony, Eden the principal was included in the 
General Pardon, but Whalley as accessory to the 
felony was excepted, as one of those who were then 
in the Tower *. 

s This extract firom the Corporation Records was obligingly 
communicated by that very able Antiquary Mr. Sharp of G)ven- 
try. The publication of that gentleman's valuable Collections 
for the History of his native City would be an accession of con- 
siderable interest to British Topography. 

• Pettus's Fodinee Regales, p. 44 ; from Dier*s Reports, 88. 
We must not, however, ascribe all this to the blindness of unen- 
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In the 9ixth year of Charles I. David Ramseye 
had li)ceo^ to practise his new invention of sepa- 
rating metals^ for fourteen years, paying to the 
King one third of the profit after the end of the 
first year ; and also power to search for Mines Royal 
in Yorkshire and Somersetshire, and in those parts 
of Devonshire where there were no Tin works^ for 
twenty-one years, paying the tenth of the Gold, 
Silver, Copper, and Lead, into the Exchequer, and 
delivering into the Mint every six months, at the 
price usually given, all the Gold and Silver which 
should be found in the said Mines ^. 

The Statute of the 5th year of Henry IV. against 
Multiplication was repealed in the first year of Wil- 
liam and Mary, because divers persons, who, by 
their study, industiy, and learning, had arrived to 
great skill in extracting Gold and Siiver from other 
Oires, did not dare to exercise their said skilLwithin 
the realm, for fear of falling under the penalty of the 
siad Statute, and therefore practised it in foreign 

lightened times : for we shall find, on inquiry, that a belief in 
tlie Transmutation, or, as it is more modestly stiled, the Matu- 
ration of Metals, held a place even in the enlarged mind of 
Bacon. In his Sylva Sylvarum £p. 73], he has given a serious 
receipt for the conckict of that operation. Is it possible that the 
great Father of experiment should have so far deceived himisell^ 
as to imagine that he had practised with success what he there 
pretended to teach ? Mr. Boyle, likewise, professed his belief in 
the possibility of Transmutation ; and, whilst he was waim with 
the hope of it, procured the repeal of the Statute 5 H. V. 
[Birch*s Life of Boyle, p. 278 J And even in our times. Projec- 
tion was publickly exhibited by a gentleman well skilled in Che- 
mistry, whose deplorable end was attribute! to the disgrace 
which naturally attached to so suspicious a performance. [See 
an Account of some Experiments on Merairy, Silver, and Ciold, 
made at Guildford, in the Laboratory of James Price, M. D. 
F.R.S. 4to. Oxford, 1782.1 " Rymer, XIX. 200. 
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parts, to the great loss and detriment of the realm. 

This Act of Repeal provided, that all Gold and 
Silver so extracted should be employed for no other 
use but for the increase of Monies ; for which pur- 
pose they were to be brought to the Mint in the 
Tower of London, where the full and true value 
thereof would be paid according to the fineness; and 
they were not'to be used, or disposed of, in any other 
place within then* Majesties* dominions^. 

From the Mint Accounts, which are still preserved 
in the Court of Exchequer, I have compiled the fol- 
lowing Table of the Quantities of Bullion received 
at various times into the Mint for the purposes of 
Coinage. It is necessarily incomplete ; for the Ac- 
counts, being probably considered as of little value 
after the Quietuses were issued, have given place to 
papers of more importance, and have consequently 
been removed to distant rooms, wherever space could 
be found for them ; and several of them are now, in 
course, not to be found. Still those which* remain 
are too curious to be entirely omitted in this work. 
Rbion. Miht. Silvbk. Gold. 



Henry III., for^ 

am 
period, 

in July ; 



snry Ill.^for'j 
in uncertain I 
riod, ending ( 
1 Jttly 1«% J 



Canterbury 



£. $. d. 
X3898 4* 



d. 



Miscellaneous Rbmabi^s. f£, 

* The profit of this is stated to be £97- 9#. 0<f . 5 

of which to the King - 60 18 3^ 
to the Archbishop 36 10 10| 

^.97 9 2 
These totals, as is frequently the case where stims are stated in 

RomaA Numerals, do not agree. 

^ Statute 1 William and Mary, chap. SO. 
X In these Accounts the Shillings mean Ouncqi. See under 
VOL. I. N 
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Reigk. 


Mint. 


Silver. 


Gold. 


Henryin.(comt*d.J 

From July 1, 50 \ 

to May 26, 53 J 


London. 


£• #. d. 
y45617 2 7 


£. t. d. 


Edward I. 
19 and 20 

91 


Canterbury. 


877 14 8i 




22, 
23 


' 


257 18 8^ 
16 5 4 

1Q 1Q 'Y 1 




24 




24 

25 

No date - - 


London. 


1772 19 3* 
6245 18 9 
6053 1 8 




Dublin. 




Edward II. 

5 and 6 
^ and 6 

6 and 7 

6 and 7 

7 and 8 

10 

10 and 11 
lOandll 

11 and 12 

12 and 13 

13 and 14 
13atitil4 

14 and 15 


London. 
Canterbury. 


132G^ 15 8 
4770 7 10 
6761 2 1 
7180 2 10 

QQQTfi ir fi 4 




London. 




Canterbury. 

London. 

Canterbury. 


5144 7 7 

6166 5 6 

5415 12 5 

20820 6 9 

7Qft1 10 n 




London. 

Canterbury. 

London. 


8052 2 10 

13010 9 

9384 6 5 





Miscellaneous Remarks. 

* Of this sum ^09. lOs, 4^d. are answered for the issues of the 
King*s Mines. 

t N. B. this with the Alloy amounted to ^.30>695. 8«. ^d, 



the reign of Henry V.^ where sometimes one is used^ and some- 
times the other. 

In the Assisa Panis, which is usually attributed to the 51st 
year of Henry III.> and which refers to '^ older Ordinances made 
in the times of the King*s Progenitors," the weights of Bread 
are expressed by Pounds^ Shillings, Pennies, and Farthings. 

y This Ro^, which is in the Tower, is imperfect at the end 
It originally contained entries of Silver jpurchased from July 1., 
50th year, to Christmas in the 55th. 
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Rbigit. 



Mint. 



SiLVBa. 



Gold. 



Edwaixl IL 
(continued,) 

15 and 16 

15 and 16 

16 and 17 

17 and 18 

18 



London, 

Canterbury. 

London. 



£. 



1996 4 3 

3759 17 1 

999 ^ 11 

1697 19 3 

90647 O 4 



Edward III. 

1 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 



1 and 
9 and 

2 and 



London. 



3 and 



■{ 



18 

23 

23 

23 and 34 

24 

25 

26 and 27 

27and2S 

28 and 29 

28 and 29 

34 

34 and 35 



Canterbiuy. 

London. 
Canterbury, 

London. 
No Money 
coined in 
either Mint. 

London. 



124 2 1 

148 O 11 

83 6 6 
46 O- O 

633 18 3 

92 4 6 

476 19 8 

000* 

20647 O 
4461 16 '3*J 
1614 1 9 
2073 7 
4254 11 



£. 



i. d. 



2187 12 

1834 
249 1 
557 1 



12 Ott 
17 111 



§ 



91250 14 6f 



York. 
London. 



3422 2 

411 2 11 

8417 6 4:^ 
2453 11 U 



4|1[ 



1892 5 9 

1361 15 Oi 

1675 17 5 13422^ ^ 4f S 



Miscellaneous Remarils. 

* For that year Magister non respondet. 

t In pure Gold «g2129. IBs. 8^. the wMe of which was coined 
into iPlorins. 

X Another Account^ of the sanie date and title, differs as to all 
the totals, and the amount is only ^4450. 7s. lO^d, 

^ Pure Gold £243. 2$. All in Florins. 

I) Pure Gold j^549. 16*. lli. All m Florins. No Money coined 
at Canterbury, either in Gold or Silver, during 23d and part of 24th 
years, according to an Order to that purpose in the King's Writ 
dated June 18, 23 £. III., that nothing should be coined after that 
day. % Pure Gold ^3222. 14*. 6f ^d, 

N 2 
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^ Rbi9v. 


Mint. 


Silver. 


Gold. 


Edward HI. 
(continued) 

35 
35 and 36 
36 
37 
Michaelmas37l 
to \ 
Michaelmas 38 J 
38 
38 
40Md41 
41 and 42 

43 and 44 

44 and 45, 
49 and 50 


London. 


£. s, d. 

3550 5 e- 
1265 10 9^ 
6412 11 1 
1613 5 1 

755 13 4 

3659 4 11 
1187 19 3 


£. s. d. 




4512 2 7i 
2869 19 2 

13S1 8 6 

1239 17 7 

747 1 5i 
1704 17 7 
1535 19 3^ 
1072 14 7| 

376 6 6 


Calais. 

London. 

Calais. 
London. 




1764 19 9 

1556 5 5 

640 IS 3 

2431 14 5 










£]chaiti II. 
11 

11 and 12 

12 and 13 

13 and 14 

19 and 20 

20 and 21 


London. 


63 IS 1 

140 14 4 

142 16 1^ 

1794 15 O 

169 7 9 


192 5 
918 11 7J * 
905 15 10 f 
1626 15 3 { , 
536 14 3 
605 5 3^ 


* 












HeniylV. 

3 

4 

4 and 5 

6 

14 and 15 


London. 


129 2 11} 
145 19 5 
361 9 9^ 


298 12 10 
153 13 6 
313 16 10( 
277 7 5 
7329 7 








3612 5 




Henry V. 

to 30 March 7 J 
March 30» 10^ 
toBlarch30, 3 \ 
OfHenrvVI. -> 


London. 


2102 19 4 
6924 10 


2864 5 4 § 
19746 11 0^ 


■ 



Miscellaneous Remarks. 

* Pure Gold 23 Car 3^ Gr. 

f Pure Gold Ditto. J Pure Gold Ditto. 

^ In this Account Shillings and Ounces are used indifferently ; 
tbus^ cccxLm II s}s, vi^d. cxLvi li. j una, x <f. - 
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Gold. 



} 



HenrvVI. 
I 

30 March 8 
to 
Michaelmas 10 
y 13 

18 
18 and 19 
23 and 24 
' 25 and 26 
St. John 26 y 
to 11 Oct. 28/ 
29 and 30^ 
Michaelmas to V 
Michaelmas J 
31 
32 to 34 
]VCchae1mas37^ 
to I 
Michaelmas 38 J 



London. 



lb, unc, d, 

598 8 15 

1570 6 4 



Ih. unc. d. 
752 2 12i 
636 15 



539 

529 

2751 

207 

88 



4 12* 

74 

3 10 
3 O 

7 5 



nj 



651 2 15 

10789 7 15 

3605 5 5 
5469 10 O 

3103 2 



300 

691 3 

505 4 10 

162 6 3f 

87 2 174 

207 11 2| 

414 T 3} 

123 10 7i * 
149 6 8 

48 8 5 



} 



Edward IV. 
29 Septemb. 9 

to 

Michaelmas 10 

9 and 10 

, 9 and 10 

10 and 11 

11 

11 and 12 
31 May, 111 

to 28 Sept. 15 J 



London. 

York. 
Bristol. 

York. 
London. 
Bristol. 

London. 



8065 6 O 

1312 6 

1041 3 

242 8 O 



2289 6 



88 
142 



O 
3 O 



903 3 
36278 15 O 



54 7 10 
7565 7 
117 3 O 



Henry VII. 

Iftid 2 

3 and 4 

4 

10 and 11 

11 and 12 

12 and 13 

13 and 14 

14 and 16 



London. 



4103 

2651 9 10 

2724 O 10 

4920 10 O 

2309 4 15 

4510 2 15 

7706 2 

20443 4 O 



472 2 

403 7 10 

238 3 

1056 2 

586 4 

764 11 

868 2 

11787 1 



Miscellaneous Remarks. 
* N. B. this Account is in j£. s. d. 
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Mint. 9!lvbr 



Gold. 



Henry Vin. 
3 and 4 
7 and S 
Sand 9 
9 and 10 
10 and 11 



Londjon. 



lb, unc. d, th, WIT. d. 



5537 10 5 

2279 9 5 

689 10 O 

.«>35 4 13 

192 2 8 



1196 8 15 3iPlite8.» 

96 4 5 
1976 8 O 
2048 11 12| 
2441 O 12 



Miscellaneous Remarks. 

* Qxx, the value of a Plate ? Three Plates and 4 must be less 
than 15 dwts. 

The above is the last Account which I have been 
able to find ; and I do not possess materials to 
bring the Table any lower y. 

The supply of Bullion for the Mint now rests en- 
tirely with the Bank of England, which on account 
of the benefits derived from the Charter, &c. is sub- 
ject to the burden " of providing, except during the 
suspension of payments in cash, all the Gold and 
Silver used for the coinage of Money */' 
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The Metal thus brought t6 the Mint was assayed, 
reduced to Standard, and then formed into Money, 

y There is indeed an Account, in the Report of the Secret 
Committee of the Lords in 1797> of all the Gold imported into 
the IMBnt in the years 1761 — 1797* both inclusive; but as we pos- 
sess an accurate Statement of the quantity which was coined in 
each of those years^ I did not think it necessary to reprint the 
Account of the Ingots which were brought to the IVfint during 
that time. 

z Second Report from the Committee on the Publick Ex- 
penditure of the United Kingdom^ 1807> Article the Bank. 
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by the instruments which at different periods have 
been invented for that purpose. 

The Mode of Coinage in early times, as far as it 
can now be traced, was rude and inartificial ; the 
sole expedient employed being to fix one Die 
firmly in a wooden block, and to hold the other in 
the hand as a Puncheon ; when by striking the lat- 
ter forcibly, and repeatedly, with an Hammer, the 
impression required was at length worked up. 

This method appears to have been nearly coeval 
with the first invention of Coined Monev * ; and it 
is a very singular fact, that no improvement of any 
importance was made in it until the power of the 
Screw was applied to Coinage in the French Mint, 
about the middle of the l6th century ^. 

The new invention was not, however, admitted 
into our Mint before the year 1561, when it was 
used, together with the old method of coining by 
the hammer, until the latter was wholly laid aside in 
the 14th year of Charles II. A. D. 1669. From that 
time to the present, only very trivial improvements 
have been made, and the machine continues to be 
worked, with nearly all its original imperfections 
uncorrected. It consists of a Screw, to which the 

* It 10 probably aa old as the first Coins which were stamped 
on both sides. The new Money in the IBth year of Edward I. 
was made in the following manner ; First, it was cast from the 
melting-pot into long bars 3 these bars were cut with shears into 
8C|uare pieces, of exact weights ; then with the tongs and ham- 
mer they were forged into a round shape 5 after which they 
were blanched, that is, made white and refulgent by nealing or 
boiling, and afterwards stamped or impressed with a hammer, 
to make them perfect Money. Leake, p. 76^ quoting the Red 
Book of the Exchequer. 

h Le Blanc, Traits HistcQrique de Monnoyes de FnuMe, p. 268. 
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upper Die is ooonected ; this is worked by a Fly, 
and forces that Die which is attached to it with con- 
siderable effect upon the other Die, which is firmly 
fi^ed below. 

The advantage of this machine (which is known 
by the name of The Mill and Screw) over the old 
mode of striking .wkb an hammer, consists ehidly in 
the increase of fooce, which is so great as to raise 
the impression at one blow, by which a great waste 
of time is prevented. 

Its radical ddeot is, that it is put in motion by 
the exertion of human strength ;. and as this must 
necessarily be unequal at different periods of its 
application, the Coins will be struck with unequal 
forces. \ 

It is,, perhaps, owing to this cause, that, notwith- 
standing the vast increase of power which has been 
gained, no addition has been made, since its intro- 
duction, to the relief of the impression on the Coins, 
but they sti)l retain that insipid flatness, which 
must have been highly gratifying to the workman, 
who was obliged to raise the figure by the strength 
of his arm ; but which at the same time affords a 
facility to counterfeiting, that has proved fatal to the 
int^rity of our Coins. 

It has been expected, by some, that th^ errors, 
which have arisen from the imperfections of these 
two modes of working,, will be banished from our 
Mints by the powerful machinery invented by Mr. 
Boulton in 1788. 

His Coining-Mill, according to Dr. Darwin's 
poetical description of it, is moved by a medium 
whose power knows no limits but the imperfection 
of the materiak on which it exerts itself. It pos- 
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sestes the peeuliar conTenienoe of oonoentrating all 
those operations of the Mint whieh require either 
considerable force, or a constant and regular motion: 
such as, rolling the Metal ; cutting out the Blanks ; 
shaking them in bags to wear down the edges y at 
the same time that it works any nnmbef of Stamps 
ing-Machinea which may be necessary. In these it 
lays the Blanks upon the Die, perfectly concentral 
with it, and attain displaces, them, after they have 
reeeived, at one blow, not only the impression opon 
each face, but also any kind of milling, or legend, 
upon the edge ^. 

Such are the supposed advanti^s of this im** 
proved machine, which, since the above aeccount 
was written, has been admitted into the Royal Mint 
Dr. Darwin's statement, however, must be received 
with some grains of allowance, for the machine is 
still imperfect from the nature of that meclutnical 
power by which the upper Die is impressed upon 
the lower one ; namely, that its force is not abso- 
lutely direct, but in some slight degree rotatory; 
and from the formation of the collar within which 
the Coins are stamped, which is such that it cannot 
be used for the purpose of placing a legend upon 
their edge. This latter imperfection, however, 
might easily be removed* 

The edges of the hammered Money were left in a 
rude and unfinished state, which rendered them pe* 
culiarly liable to be diminished by clipping. After 
the mill was introduced, the Coins began to assume 
a form nearly circular, which admitted of some 

c Shawns Histoiy of Stafibrdshire, vol. II. p. 118. Sse the 
account of the Mint at Soho. 
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addition to the impressioD) for the purpose of pre- 
serving the outward edge. This was first attempted 
by placing a graining so as to form a regular circle, 
on the outside of the Legend, quite to the edge of 
the Coin. The earliest specimens of Elizabeth's 
milled Money present instances of this invention. 
: Afterward a Legend was imprinted upon the edge 
of the larger pieces ; but this, it is believed^ did not 
take place until the year 1651, for the earliest in- 
stances of it, which are known, occur upon the 
Coins made by Blondeau and Ramage, for the Com- 
monwealth, of that date. 

This impression is given to the edge of the Coin 
by passing it between two Plates, one of wliich is 
fixed, and the other moveable, by a Pinion which 
works in teeth on the back edge of it. One half of 
the L^nd is engraven on each of these Plates, so 
that when the Coin has been carried by the move- 
able Plate to the end of that which is fixed, it is then 
marked upon the whole of the edge. 

This machine was invented by Monsieur Castaing, 
in 1685, and was introduoed by him into the French 
Mint^. Before this invention the letters were im- 
pressed upon the edge by including the Blanks in a 
collar which contained the l^end, and was of the 
same diameter as the piece, but of less thickness. 
The metal, thus placed, being struck with the Die, 
expanded under it, and received the form of what- 
ever* was engraven on the inside of the collar, which 
opened with four joints in order to permit the Coin 
to be taken out. 

d Boizard^ Traits de Monnoyes^ torn. T. p. 142. He says 
that one person may, with ease, mark 20^000 pieces in one day. 
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As it IS scarcely practicable to impress a legend • 
upon the rim of the smaller Coins^ a graining has 
been devised for the protection of their outer edge. 
This, which is generally known by the technical 
term Milling, was first used in l66s, the strokes 
at that time going at right angles across the edge. 
That mode continued until I6699 when diagonal 
strokes were introduced. But these, also, being 
found insufficient for the purpose, angular strokes 
were devised, in 1739, which added something to 
the difficulty of counterfeiting the milling ; arid the 
«lge of the Coin was still further protected by 
placing the top of the letters as close as possible 
to it«. 

I have not been able to discover h6w long this 
method of milling was retained, but it probably did 
not answer the expectations which were formed of 
it, and was consequently soon withdrawn ; at le^st 
it is not in present use, but both the right angled 
and the diagonal strokes appear upon the Coins of 
his present Majesty ; some of which also are 
marked with lines considerably curved. 

The position of the letters close to the edge of 
the Coin, which first appeared upon some of the 
Guineas of William and Mary, is still continued. 

The whole operation of Milling is yet kept a pro- 
found secret in the Mint, all those who are intrusted 
being sworn not to discover it ; notwithstanding the 
manner in which the same operation is performed 
in several foreign Mints is there publicly shewn ^ 
It is probably executed with an instrument similar 

« Vallavine's Observations on the current Coip> p. 17. 
f Folkes's Tkblea, p. 105. 
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to that by which the letters are imprinted on the 
edge ; at least that tool may with ease be made to 
'do it. 

From the Money, when completely finished, two 
pieces are to be taken from every fifteen Pounds 
weight of Gold, and two, at least, from every sixty 
Pounds weight of Silver, one for the private Assay 
within the Mint, and the other for the Trial of 
thePix«. 

But as no human skill can be supposed capable of 
attaining to unerring correctness in the practice of 
any art, an allowance ^as wisely provided by our 
Ancestors, in early times, for those failures in the 
practical part of Coinage which, in their judgment, 
were considered as being inevitable. Accordingly 
the Master of the Mint was permitted to vary from 
the express conditions of his Indenture by certain 
small proportions of weight or fineness, or of both 
conjointly, in every pound weight. This allowance 
is technically termed The Remedy ; and it has 
been increased or diminished at difierent times, as 
will appear from the following Table. 



REMEDY. 

A Table of the Remedies. 

RiiGN. Gold. Silver. 



Edward I. 28 
Edward III. 18 



2 Pennyweights. 



Carat 
V Carat 



Snelling. 
Indenture for the 

Florins. 
Indenture for the 

Nobles. 



S Pollett*8 MS. 



A Table of the Rbmedibs (continued.) 

Reign. Gold. Silver. 



Edward IIL 

: — 20, 



Richard II. 
Henry IV. 



Henry V. 
Henry VI. 



19 
23 
27 
SO 
18 
S 
4 
13 



i Carat 
4^ Carat 
■iCM^t 
i Carat 
^ Carat 
tV Carat 



2 Pennyweights 



r Carat 



10 
4 



24 

49 

Edward IV. 4 

5 

7 

8 

22 
19 

.18 
22 
34 



Henry VII. 
Henry VIII. 



4- Carat 
i Carat 



36 4 Carat 



Spennywelgbts< 



Edward VI. 



37 

1 
3 

4 
6 



Eliaabeth 



19 
25 
26 
27 

43 



James I. 



{ 
{ 

} 

{ 



i Carat 

i Carat 
•^ Carat 

i Carat 

UGra. \ 
2GrainsJ 
i Carat"! 
i Carat J 

i Carat << 



■{ 



■{ 



2 Pennyweights 



Carat 
daratl 
C^ratJ 
Caratl 
Carat J 



;} 



Indenture. 

SnelHng. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Indenture 

Snelfing. 

SneUiog. 

Snelling. 

Snelling. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Snelling. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Snelling. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. • 

Indenture. 

Snelling. 

Indenture. 

Indenture for the 
Gold, SnelliBg for 
the Silver. 

Indenture and Snel- 
ling as before. 

Indenture, n 

Indenture. 

Indenture and Snel- 
ling as abofve. 

Indenture. 

Indenture ttiid Snd- 

Indenture. 



Snelling. 

Indenture. 

Indenture and Snel- 
ling. 
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A Table of the Remedies {contitmed.) 

Reign. Gold. Silver. 



James I. 10 



Charles I. 
Charles II. 



17 

3 
13 
17 
18 



>Carat 

Carat 
f Carat 



^pennyweights > 



George III. 55 



tV Carat* 



Pennyweight f 



Snelling. 

Snelling. 
Snelling 
Snelling. 
Snelling. 
Snelling. 
Indenture. 



* All only in fineness ; or all only in weight t^dlve gradns. 
t All only in fineness^ or all only in weight. 

This Table is copied from the Indentures, and 
from the Tables given by Snelling, in his View of 
the Gold and Silver Coins. 



OF THE TRIAL, OF THE FIX. 

The wisdom of our Ancestors did not consider 
the private Assay within the Mint, which sanctioned 
the delivery of the Coins to the owner of the Bul- 
lion, as a sufficient security for the integrity of the 
C6ins, but required them to be submitted to a Trial 
by a Jury, before the Master could receive his dis- 
charge; and this Trial was repeated at such short 
intervals as to form a sufficient check upon improper 
issues of the Money ^. This final examination is 
technically called the Trial of the Pix, from the 

h To hare formed a complete cheeky this Trial should have- 
taken place before the deUvery of the Money to the owner 
of the Bullion. This, however, might not have been absolutely 
necessary in former tunes, when the Coinage of each period of 
three months was of but inconsiderable amount. 
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Box in which the Coins^ which have been selected 
for that purpose, are contained ; and where they are 
secured by three locks, the keys of which are respec- 
tively in the custody of the Warden, Master, and 
Comptroller of the Mint. 

It does not appear that the antients had any such 
publick Trial * ; and the earliest notice of the Pix, 
which I have met with in any modern foreign Mint 
is in the reign of Philip V. of France, in the four- 
teenth century ^ ; but whether the passage in which 
it occurs related to a publick examination cannot 
now be determined. 

The date of the invention of this mode of TriaF I 
am not able to trace, but its introduction into our 
Courts is probably of high antiquity. The first ap- 
pearance of a publick Trial upon Record is dated on 
the 24th of February in the 32d year of Henry III. 
when the Mayor and Citizens of London were com- 
manded to chuse twelve of the more discreet and 
lawful Citizens of London, with whom they were 
to associate twelve skilful Goldsmiths of the same 
place ; so that in the whole there might be twenty- 
three persons of sufficient skilP. These twenty- 
four persons were to go before the Barons of the 

i Arbuthnofs Tables^ page S. 

^ Du Cange, sub voce Assaia; where by mistlike he calls him 
Philip VI. [See under Moneta, col. 980.] The circumstance 
there referred to is not noticed by Le Blane> in his Traits His- 
torique des Monnoyes de Francev It is a Trial of the Prelatical 
and Baronial^ not the Royal Coins. 

1 ^' Ita quod in universo xnin sint discreti/* are the words of 
the Record. Mr. North thinks the appointment of Assayers in 
the 6th year of H. III. proves the existence of this Trial at that 
time. [Answer to Clarke, p. 14] , but it is possible that they 
were Assayers only within the Mint. 
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Exehequer, and, having been sworn, were to exa* 
nime, tx^^her with the Barons, as well the old as 
the new Mon^of the Realm, and to see that it was 
wade of good Silver, and according to law, and for 
the King's advantage (saving hia allowed and antient 
rent) ; and so to conduct themselves in the premises 
that they might be able to warrant the said Money 
as lawful, and, if neoessary, to answer every where 
l^ally for the same''^ This, however, it must be 
observed, was not precisely a Trial of the Pix. 

As we are '^atirely ignoiant of the peculiar cir- 
cumstances that called for this publick examination 
of the Coins, which were then actually in circula- 
tion, it is impossible to form any idea of its inten- 
tion, or of the advantages which might be expected 
to result from it It should seem that, if the Report 
were unfavourable, the effect must be a general sus- 
picion of that kind of Money, whether new or old, 
whose deficiency it recorded. And by what pos* 
sible means could that Money be withdrawn from 
circulation ? 

The first r^ular publick Trial of the Pix took 
place in the 9th or lOth year of Edward I. when 
the Ring commanded, by Writ, the Barons of the 
Exchequer to take with them Gregory de Rokesle ^ 
and straightway, before they retired from the Exche- 
quer, to open the Boxes of the Assay of London and 

B Qanfi. 32 H. III. m. 13. dors. North*s Remarks on Clarke's 
Conjectures. The same Writ to Norwich^ Oxford, Winchester, 
Lincoln, and Northampton. 

i^ He waa Warden of the Mint See the List of Officers. In 
the ath year of Edward I. Fache, the Assayer of the Mint, ir 
stated to have one key of the Pix containing the Money for the 
Assay. [Lib. Rub. Scaccarii, folio SU7>'] 
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Canterbury, and to mal^ the Assay in such maimer 
as the King's Council were wont to rfo, and to take 
an accoant thereof; so that they might be able to 
certify the King touching the same, whenever he 
should please •. 

.The exact forn^ of the Trial is not here prescribed, >^/C^^ 
but it is fully laid down in an Indenture of the 1 8th jU^ ^U^li/ 
of Edward IIL in this manner: " So soon as the r«^ ^U. 
Moneys are coyned and compleate, the Warden to^^>»w l^ ii^ 
receave yt as the Master receaveth yt from the Mo- /z^&£^^]i;, 
nyers, and putt yt in one Chest shut with two keys. / ^ J^ 
And before the Moneys bee paid to tlie Marchant, // q ^ /^ 
at the request of th6 said Master, the Warden shall yy^ 
make tryall of yt, and if yt shall hot bee so good as/^- '^^^**'**^ 
yt is undertaken, yt shalbee retorned to the said^^ ^^ 
Master to bee remolten at his owne proper costs, Z^^^ /^ 
and being afterwarde approved for good, the Warden ^ j. 
to take out of every C pound w«»' ij* Starlinge, and '^^ 

of every five pound w*»* of Gold one peece, which /' 
peecs shall be kepte in one Chest with two keys, *^^ ^f^ - 
and sealed with two scales, th' oqe to remayne with'^ ^^^ 
the King's Deputie, and th' othei' with the Master, ^t^ f^^^ 
The said Box to be opened once every three monthesTjtL ^^h^'a-i/L 
before the Councell of the Kinge, the Warden, and^^iv,^ ; 
the Master, and the said Moneys to be assaid before 
them, and being found good and covenable, the said ^ 

o Madox^s Hist, of the Exchequ.er, vol. I. p. 291. It should 
seem that the Master had not authority to coin Money until the 
Pix was delivered to him; for, in the 14th year of Edward I,,* 
the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer were commanded to 
deliver the Fixes pf London and C^tnterbuly to John de Caturco 
and^ Gerald Mauhan, in order to cpin Money^ and to administer 
to them the oath requisite upon that occasion. Madox^ vol. II. 
p. 90. 

VOL. I. O 
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Master. to have Ijetters Patteats for his disohctrge; 
and beinge found otberwyse, the Master to pay the- 
Khige or his Deputy that which shall apperteyne ; 
and all the douiges and knowledgments shalbee 
fcepie in the said Chest. And the foresaid Master 
sl^all tiever bee held nor challenged by any body, 
nor by the authority bf the Kinge, always exceple 
th' assays of the Money shall bq found defective." p 
' It appears from this extract that the Trial was 
then to be made ' regularly every three months ^ ; 
but in the reign immediately preceding it was not 
9p ; 9or, in the 6th year of Edward 11.^ an Assay 
\lra8 made 'at Westminster, before the Barons of the 
fixchequer, of all the Fixes daring the whole titae 
tffeat John de Pontoyse and Lapine Roger were 
tfasters of the Mints of London and Canterbary, 
Htfd Roger de Frpwyk Exchanger of the same '. • 
In like mamner Assdys occur in the early part of 
%he reign of f^iiig Henry VI. for pariods <rf various 
extent* In his thtrd'year, for example, was a Trial 
'ef the Silver Monies which had been coined at Ca^ 
Uis between July sa, in die loth year of Henry V* 
and Jan. 30, in the 2d year (rf Henry^VI. In his 
7th year the Monies wliich had been coined in the 
Toww of London and Vill of Calais, between S^t. 
1, in his 4th year, and May 3I5 in Ws fith year, 
were assayed. These Assays, with various others, 
Itre contained in an imclassed bundle in the Tower ; 

p Indentures, iansdown MSS. N 745. 

q The IndtSntture of his 18th year expressly provided, that the 
Money should "be publickly assayed, in the presence of the Ring*5 
Coundi, b€lfore'ft wits ddivered to the Merchant. Lansdo^n 
MSS. 745. 

r Mint Aecouiitii ia the £xche^er: 
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and^fram all of them it appears that^ unless waam 
alteration was made at the latter part of his reigiiy 
the Assays were in his time accustomed to be held 
at uncertain periods; and that bis sucoessor Edward 
IV. first restored the more regular mode of assaying 
every throe moalhs. In the 8th year of that Mor 
naroh it was provided that the Wai^n^ the Chaunge^ 
oure^ the Assaioure^ and the ijountroller^ sbould al 
all times oversee the Monies of Gold and Silver, and^ 
after they had been assayed and proved for good^ 
afore a«y deliverance should be made of the wholt 
sum, take from every ten pound weight of^Gold, by 
weighty the value of a Noble or more/ and of (Sv^cy 
hundred pounds of Silver, by weighty two Bbilliogp 
or more, for the Assaies at Westminster^ which wfa^t 
t» be made every three months •» A practice nearly 
timilar prevailed in the reign of Elizabeth, as ap^ 
pears from ^^ A brief Note of those Things which are 
to be done by the Warden of ^e Mint,'* drawn up 
by Sir Richard Martyn, then Warden ; in which he 
l^ves the following acooui^ of the proceedings at 
that time, after the Monies were^ cmned and corn- 
pleated : « Then,^' he says, "the Warden and Mas- 
ter shall putt them in oneCheaste^ aboutt with'twoe 
keayes, wherof the one shall remaine with tlie War- 
den, and th^ other with the Master, untill profie be 
maide of the seid Monies^ and paiement ys made 
unto the merchaunt, which proffe shalbe mad^ fat- 
fore the deliveraunce of enie Monies, in the pres^aoa 
of the Warden and the Master, by the Quene's As- 
sayer. TThe same Assay to be taken as wdU of the 
fynne$ as of the weight, by such quantitie, and after 

• Indenture. ArohsDoicgfe^ vd. Xy. p. If 4. 
O 9 
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such sorte as maie be agreed uppone by the seid 
Warden and Assay-master, without re-mehing of 
the Monies *. 

" And after the Assay of the Gold and Silver for 
good, before enie deliveraunce be maide of the holle 
somme, a portion of it, which remaneth to the 
Quene, shalbe put in a boxe, whereof the Assay 
shalbe maede, from time to time, before such of the 
Councell as the Quene shall appoyntte^ viz. of 
euerie vij lb. weight of Gold one peace at the lesst 
of euerie seuerall Coyne of Golde, and after that 
ratte of all the Monies of Gould ; and of every Jour- 
nie of Silver contayning xxx lb. w* tooe peaces at 
the least of euerie seuerall Coyne of Silver, and so 
after that ratte of all the Silver. 

" And when the seid portons of Gould and Siluer 
be taken and put in a boxe for to make the Assaiey 
as aforeseide, they shalbe ensealid with the seale of 
the seid Warden and Master, and the boxe shalbe 
shutt with ij keies, the one shalbe towardes the 
Warden, the other to the Master, which box shall 
rem^ne in the chest aforeseid. 

^^ And uppon reasonable warning therof given, it 
shalbe opnid once in three, monnethes before some 
of the Queue's CounseU assined in the precencs of 
the seid Warden and Master, and ther shalbe maid 
Assaies as well of the finnes as of the waight of the 
seid Monies of Gold and Silver by enie meannes in 
•the seid boxe.!' * 

In the Answer^of the Moniers to the ObjecticKis 
df Peter Blondeau, it is stated that this Trial Jibr- 

t Any other method of assaying must have been extremely 
imperfect, 

u Harl. MSS. No 698, A>ri6 15. 
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merbf^ took place once every year; but at the time 
they wrote \yiz. in the year 1651], it was when the 
State pleased'. In the reign of George II. it was 
called for when two or three millions had been 
coined y. 

The practice of more modern times has been to 
call for a Trial of the Pix upon the appointment of 
a new Master of the Mint, in order that the one 
who has retired may receive his Quietus. 

From the Record of the 9th or lOth year of Ed- 
ward I., already quoted, and which is th^ most an- 
cient hitherto discovered relating to this Trial, it 
appears, that, prior to the above date, it hs^d usually 
been made before the King's Council ; but, by the 
authority of that Writ, it was then to be held in the 
Court of Exchequer, in the presence of the Barons. 
It was afterward taken from their cognizance, and 
came again under the inspection of the Lords of the 
Council in the Star Chamber, where it is found to 
have been in the year 1595 (as appears from a Ver- 
dict of that date) », and where it continued until 
1699, when it again became subject to the Court of 
Exchequer*, under which it has remained to the 
present time. 

As the authority under which these Trials were 
held occasionally varied, so did likewise, in conse- 
quence, the persons who sat as Judges in the Court. 
Thus, as we have seen above, they were first the 

^ I am tifiable to say how tit back this formerly of the Mo- 
niess was intended t;o go^ 

X Answer of the Corporation of the Moniers in the Mint to 
two &lse and scandalous Libels« p, 25. 

J PoUett's MSS. s Mint Roll in the Exche^goer. 

a PolletVs MS Notes on Conduit's Obiservations on the Trial 
of the Pix. 
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Members of the King's Council^ then the Barons of 
the Exchequef , and again the Members of the Privy 
Coimdl) as Judges of the Star Chamber, where 
sometimes the King himself presided; as did Jamea 
I. at an Assay which was made upon the 9th of 
May l€n ^ 

In 1643, a Committee of Lords and Commons^ 
was appointed, by order of Parliament, for the pur- 
pose of making this Trial «. 

In l644» it was ordered that the Commissioners 
of the Great Seal, who were Members of the House 
of Commons, and the Committee of the Revenue, 
should join as a Committee with the Earl of Kent 
and the Earl of Bolingbroke, for taking the Exami- 
nation and Trial of the Pix in the Tower of London, 
in the usual place near the Star Chamber ^. 

On the 4th of November, in the following year, 
the Lords sent to the Commons an Order that a 
Trial of the Pix should be made on the loth of that 
month in the usual plac^. This was agreed to, and 
the same persons appointed as were in 1644 *. 

In the next year the Lords sent down a similar 
Order for the concurrence of the Commons ; to 
vrhich they agreed, and the Trial was ordered, by 
the Lords and Commons, to be held at the usual 
jJace, before the Commissioners of the-Great Seal, 
and the Committee of Lords and Commons for his 
Majesty's Revenue, or any five or more of them ^. 

At one period (in 1649) the Court was held be- 
fore the Lord President of the Council of State, the 

b See Annals of the Coinage^ and PoUett's MS. Henry Prince 
of Waka was likewise presents 
a Pdkttt'a M& «i Qoaaaom* j0urDals> vel. IIL p. 561 . 

• lA vol. IV. p. 83«. ' M. vol. V. pp, 69, 73 * 
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Coibinissioners of the Great Seal, and others ot the* 
Council of State, and Committee of Revenoes, ' by ' 
vittue of an Act of Partiament f which was passed in 
the month of November in that year, to try the' 
Monies coined from the 15th day of February 1646^. 
At another time (in 1657), this Trial was made h^ 
the Lords Commissioners of the Trefasuty, the Jus- 
tices of the several Benches, and Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, or some of them, under the authority of ^ 
Warrant signed by the Prbtector Cromwell ^ ; ahd 

C This Act is not in Soobeli'a CbBectiMi. It passed upon the 
seventh of November 1649. See the Annals. 

h Folkes's Table of English Silver Coins, p. 100, note. The 
Coins then tried are all said to liave been marked with a sceptre, 
-and were therefore all coined before the KingV death. This 
was consequently that same Trial of the Pix which Whitlocke 
says was ordered to be made at the chmge of Sir Robert -Harley^ 
when he was put out of his place ^ and Dr. Guerdaln's Pix W9B 
therefore not opened until the year 165?. 

i This Trial, which took place on the 3d of December, was 
of the Monies coined from the 9th of Noveinber 1649, to that 
time, all of which were marked with the Sun, according to tko 
Indenture with Dr. Guerdain, whereby it appears that this Tdsfl 
was of Monies of the Cpmmonwealth only. The wairant was sub 
follows : 

'' Oliver P. 

" Whereas, atnongst other weighty affairs of fhe Common- 
wealth, the care of assaying apd trying of the Monies thereof bf 
the standard of £ngland, according to the antient custop c^ 
the Realm, iS not the least. We judging it necessary that the 
trial and assay of the said Money be forthwith made, do there- 
fore hereby signify such our will smd pleasure to be ^ command- 
ing you forthwith to cause a trial and assay to be made of the 
Pix, now being in the Mint within the Tower of London, by a 
Jury of Goldsmiths of our said City of London, of integrity and 
experience, to be impannelled and sworn on a day cert^, to 
he by you in tlmt bell«^appoiilted> itt the place accoMoinad 
within our palace of Westminster; and that^eXitiQpdaCombifa^ 
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the Court is now composed of such Members of the 
Privy Council as are expressly summoned for that 
purpose ; the Lord High Chancellor,, or, in his ahr 
seuce^ the Chancellor of the Exchequer, presiding. 

The manner in which this Trial was formerly 
conducted in the Court of Exchequer appears »to 
hi?e been by an Assay made in the presence of the 
Court, and to have been determined without the 
intervention of a Jury. At least such was the mode 
in the 12tli year of Edward II. i, and in the 11th of 
Hcwry VI. ; in which last instance the Money was 
^essayed by the King's Assay Master K 

In the l8th year of Edward III. it should seem 
that the newly ^appointed Guardians of the Mint 
were to make the' Assay \ 

Not only the Fixes of the subordinate Mints in 
England were assayed in the Exchequer, but it is 
found that those of Ireland were, sometimes trans- 
ferred to the English Exchequer for that purpose. 

In the 30th year of Edward L the Barons of the 
JSxchequer in Ireland transmitted to England, under 
line Seal of that Court, a Pix, containing ^.4. 3s. id. 
in Pennies, 13 Pence in Halfpennies, and 19 Pence 

dioners of our Treasury, the Justices of the several Benches, and 
Barons of the Exchequer, or some of them, be then there pre- 
ient> and councdling and assisting you in the dae execution of 
this our service. 

" Given at Whitehall this 9th day of November i657. 
" To our right trusty and well beloved Nath. OFiennes, and 
John Lisle, Lords Commissioners of our Great Seal- of 
England." 
[Folkes's Table, p. 99, note *, from the books of the Miat.] 
i Madox, Hist. Exch. vol. I. p. 291. 
k Folkes, p. 60. 

1 See ike Anoalsj and Notices of TVials of the Pix under the 
year 1344* , , . 



TRIAL OF THE PIX. 303 

in Ferlings, for the Assay. The Pi« was opened m 
the presence of William Bishop of Coveatr\& and 
Lichfield, Treasurer, John de Drokenford, Keep^rof 
the Wardrobe, William de Carleton, Baron of thiQ 
Exchequer of England, John de Kirkeby, Remtm- 
brancer, and John de Sandale, Warden of the.Mint^ 
at London, who were deputed by the King to make 
the Assay. That being done, it was found that all 
the Money agreed with the Standard of England^ 
ftnd therefore the Pix was returned to Alexander 
Norman de Luca, the King's Money er in Ireland 4 
and the Barons were comma/nded to deliver, withoirt 
delay, to him or his attorney, another Pix then in 
their custody, together with the Money containod 
therein, for his benefit™. ^ 

As I have not been able to discover any very an- 
tient ceremonial, by which the forms of this Tritfl 
were regulated, I shall first give the earliest I have 
found, which is of the age of Elizabeth, but pro^- 
fesses to be the order of older times ; and then pro- 
ceed to detail the modern practice of summoning 
the Court and the Jury, and the manner in which 
the business is conducted, according to a Trkl 
which took place on the 3d of July in the year I J 99. 

" The Order of rating tbassays of the Mynts 
in the Realme of Ingland, by the Q. Mefi^ most 
honorable Counsell, in the Starre Chamber of old 
tyme. 

" Firsts the L. Chansell' or L. Keiper of the Grfeat 
Seall for the tyme beinge, and the Tresurer of Eng- 
land, and other of the Counsell, have used to cause 
to be sommoned the Tresurer and all other Officers 

"ft CI, so E. I. m. 6. It does itot appear that any Trial was to 
be made of the second Pix here mentioned. 
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of thi Mynt^ and allso the Master and Wardons of 
the Gddsmythft of London, and xij other of the 
mort wysest and discreije men of that Company, to 
apear before th»m the said Co'nsel in the Starrs 
Chamber, at a sarten daye by them to be apoynted ; 
and the said Tresfirer and other Officers of the sayd 
Mynts, to bring with them, at that tyme and place, 
idl tfaer Fixes, anCd ther severall Indenturs of Coy« 
nag, by and for the holle tyme the said Assaye shall 
be taken. In which Pises t>ught to be, for every 
monethe. they have used Coynage and no Assaye 
tadben, one bag of lethery and the moneth written 
thereupon, and in the same oertaine pec's of e^ry 
jomy that was cojmed the same moneth, which 
bage is wont to be called Sinthia% 

*' Item, on the same daye of appearance there 
ought to be att^idarnt uppon the sayd Co'nsell the 
L. Treasurer his Clarke, the Chamberlain's Dep^e 
of the ipeceipt of the Q. Exchequer, bringing with 
them the Co'nter pai^s of thindenturs of the Coyn- 
age, the Standerds, and the Troye weights. The Q. 
Remembrancer of the said Court of the said Ex- 
chequer, or his Deputy, also to attend with the Re- 
cords of the olde Assais, and to wright that appet^ 
taineth, and to take ther verdit, and to make a re- 
eord therof accordynglye. 

^^ Item, the Co'n^ell being assembled in the midle 
chamber, next the Mynt furnace in the said Stare 
Chamber, the said Tresurer and the other Officers 
ought to bring in the said Pixe or Pixes locked with 
their sev'all keys, and the same shall open with ther 
sereiall keys before the said Co'nsell, and then every 
bage, called Sinthia, for every moneth to be opened, 
and of so many pec's found in the said SinUiia as 
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woU make a pound w^^* of Silver or Gold Troye, to 
be weighed by Troye wights, and after to be miiii>- 
bred, to trye yf yt hold out in nomber, according to 
the Standerd and Indenture ; and after that all the 
hoUe mony in every of the said baggs called Sinthia 
to be laid on one heape, and thereof taking so many 
pound w^^ as shall pleas the Co*nsell to have put to 
the fyer to trye the Assaie. That done, the Waiw 
dens and Goldsmiths to be sworn to trye the said 
monye, and to take the Assaye aqcordyngly ; the 
tenoiT of whose othe hereafter ensueth ; that is to* 
Kiye : Ye shall well and trewly, after your knol^ 
and descrecions, make thassais of theis monys of 
Gold and Silver, and trewly report yf the said monys 
be in wight and fines accordyng to theis the King's 
Standerds of his Tresury, and allso yf the same 
monys be sufficient in allaie, &c. according to the 
covenant comprised in the Indentur therof mad be-^ 
twyne the King's grace and the M'. of his Mints, so 
help y^ Godde. 

*^ And that done, one of the saiid severall pond w*** 
of the Mony put in severall fier potts to be delivered 
to the Formane of the Jurie to be molten and tryed 
by the Assaye, wherby yt may be knowen whether 
the said Pound w^^ containe so many oz and peney 
weits in puer and good Syllver as by the Standerd 
and Indenture is apoynted or not ; and, as then yt 
shall be found by the said Jurye, to be syngriifid 
unto the Co'nsell, whos verdit with the nomber of 
all the other coyned by any suche Indenters, within 
the tyme of the said Assaye, to be delivered from 
die said CkTnsell to the said Remembrancer, to tecotd 
all ther doings accordingly as apertayneth. 
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" Item, the lyke Assaye to be mad of the Grold, 
mutat' mutand'."'* 

Such was the form of holding this Trial in the 
feign of Queen Elizabeth, and it was evidently de- 
rived from earlier times, as in the form of the Oath 
the Standard is called the King's and not the 
Queen's. 

The modern practice is, for the Master of the 
Mint to present a Memorial praying for a Trial of 
the Pix. Upon' this the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer moves his Majesty in Council^ who commands 
the Trial to be holden, and the Members of the 
Privy Council are accordingly summoned to meet 
at a certain day and hour [eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon] at the House lately inhabited by the Usher 
vvithin the Receipt of his Majesty's Exchequer at 
Westminster <'. A Precept is likewise directed, by 
the Lord High Chancellor, to the Wardens of the 
Goldsmiths' Company, requiring them to nominate, 
and set down, the names of a competent number of 
sufficient and able Freemen of their Company p, 
skilful to judge of, and to present the defaults of the 
Coins, if any should be found, to be of the Jury, to 

> flaorl. MSS. No 698, folio 169. This Order was drawn up 
by Sir Richard Martyn> Warden of the Mint. 

o This house is now allotted to the Ollice of Deputy Clerk of 
the Pells in the Exchequer. It was inhabited by the Usher ift 
. 1799. 

P The earliest notice that has occurred in which the judgment 
of professional Artists alone was required to sanction, as a Jury, 
the'decision of theCourt> is dated in the S7th of Eliiabefh, 
when^a Trial was held in the Star Chamber. [Mint Roll ih the. 
Exchequer.] In the 32d year, of Henry III. there were to be 13' 
Goldsmiths in a Jury of 24 men. See above, under that year. 
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attend at the same time and place. This number is 
usually twenty-five, of* which the Assay-Master of 
the Company is always one. 

When the Court is formed; the Clerk of the 
Goldsmiths* Company returns the Precept, together 
with the List of Names ; the Jury is called over, 
and twelve persons are sworn ^. 

The President then gives his Chai^, which used 
formerly to be general, like the Oath, to examine 
by fire, by water, by touch, or by weight, or by all, 
or by some of them, in the most just manner, whe- 
ther the Monies were made according to the Inden- 
ture, and Standard Trial Pieces, and within the Re- 
medies: but in 1734 the Lord High Chancellor 
Talbot directed the Jury to express precisely how 
much the Money was within the Remedies ^ ; and 
the practice which he thus enjoined is still continued. 
The other ])arts of the Charge necessarily vary ac- 
cording to the ability of the President, and his 
knowledge of the subject. 

When it is concluded, the Pix is delivered to the 
Jury, and the Court is commonly adjourned to the 
House of the President, where the Verdict is after- 
ward delivered in writing. 

The Jury then retires to the Court-room of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, whither the Pix is removed, 

q The number of the Jurors has, * occasionally, varied very 
considerably. No less than nineteen names appear to the Ver- 
dict of the 37th of Elizabeth [Mint Roll in the Exchequer] 5 and 
in 165 1 the Moneyers s])eak of a Juiy of twenty-four men. . [ATt-- 
jswer to Blondeau, p. 37- j ' 

r Cionduitfs Remarks oii the Trial of the Pix Polletfs MS». 
He says this was done at the instigation of one Banks, the d^erk 
f th « Goldsmiths* Company. ' ■ ^ 
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together with the weights of the Exchequer and 
Mint*, and where the Scales which are used nptm 
this occasion are suspended^ the beam of which is so 
delicate that it will turn with six grains, wheit 
loaded with the whole of those weights, to the 
amount of 481b. 8 oz. in each scale K 

The Jury being seated, the Indenture, or the War-» 
rant, under which the Mmtet has acted, is read. 
Then the Pix is opened, and the Money which had 
been taken €wt of each Delivery", and enclosed in a 
8^arate>paper parcel, under the seals of the Warden, 
Master, and Comptroller of the Mint, is given into 
the hands of the Foreman, who reads aloud the In- 
dorsement, and compares it with the Account which 
Kcs bcfc»e him. He then delivers the parcel to one 
of the Jury, who opens it, and examines whether its 
contents agree with the indorsement. 

Prom the Minutes which I took at a Trial of the 
Pix in the year 1799 it appears that it then con* 
tained, 

» In the year 1799 these weights were compared together^ and 
found to iigree. There are no Grains nor Pennyweights among' 
the Exchequer weights. They are therefore provided by the 
Mint or the Jury. [Conduitt. Follett's MS.] 

t On seeing the accuracy of the beam which was used in the 
reign of Charles I.^ Attorney-general Noy exclaimedj, " I shpuld 
be loath that all my actions should be weighed in these scales. 
[lioyd*s State Worthies, vol. II. p. 208.1 

« By this term is to be understood the Monies which have been 
ooined within a certain period } and the pieces are thus set apai^ 
ftom thf gross 9um for trial. 

From every Journey, as it is technically styled, of Gold or Sil- 
ver, two pieces, at the least, of each sort of Money, are taken at 
hasaard, one for the private Assay, the other for the publick Tri^J. 
A Journey of Gold is fifteen pounds weight j a Journey of' Silver 
sixty pounds. 
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Gold. 

Guineas .^. -- 7590^' 

Half Guineas -.,.-•-.,. 1085, 
Tliirds of Guineas, or Pieces of Seven Shillings 10731 
making by Tale ^.8914. 13«- ^d. being the FieoM 
taken from ninety*three Deliveries, from the 3d of 
Dw^ember 1794 to the 27 th of March 1799, which 
Deliveries amounted in weight to 14#9920 lb. 

The Silver Coins in the Pix were only one Groat, 
oofie Quarter Shilling, one . Half Groat, and one 
Penny ; making by Tale ten Pence. They were 
taken from one Delivery of 94 lb. 8 oz. 10 dwt, on 
the 16th of December 1795. 

When all the parcels of Gold were opened, ao«| 
found to be right, then the Monies contained in 
diem were mixed together in wooden bowls, and af* 
terwards weighed in five parts. 

lb. oz. dwt. gr. 
The first weighed - -- - 42 8 12 

The second 42 80 12 

The third --^---42 80 12 
Tlie fourth ------ 42 8 12 

The fifth ...... 20 1 e 



Making together - - - * - 190 9 8 



By calculation, at the rate of ^.46. I4s. 6d. to 
the Pound Troy, which is the proportion required 
by the Indenture, they ought to have weighed 
190 lb. 9 oz. 9 dwt 15 gr.; so that they were defi- 
cient one Pennyweight fifteen Grains. But the 
Remedy on 190 lb. 9 oz. 9 dwt. 15 gr. is 1 lb. 3 oz. 
18 dwt. Ogr.; they were therefore within the Re- 
medy by 1 lb. S oz. 16 dwt. 9 gr. ^ 

^ Verdict returned by the Jury. 
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The Jury thea took from the said Monies so 
mingled together^ 34 Guineas, 13 Half Guineas, and 
12 Seven Shillings Pieces, for fhe Assay by fire. The 
above Coins were aH the different sorts contained in 
the Fix. By Tale they amounted to ^.46. 1 4s. 6d. 
and they were in weight exactly one Pound ; which 
IB the quantity^ taken for that purpose, particular at- 
tention being paid that some of every sort of Coin 
shall be selected. 

The indented Standard Trial Pieces of Gold and 
Silver*, of the dates specified in the Indenture, 

X The Trial Pieces are in the custody of tlie Auditor and Cham- 
berlains of the Exchequer, who produce them in obedience to a 
Warrant which is directed to them by the Chancellor ot the Ex- 
chequer. If the Master has reason to suspect that the Tiial 
Pieces^ which are specified in the Indeoturer, are inaccurate^ h^ 
has a right to demand that they may be compared with the in- 
dented Standard Trial Pieces, which were made in the seven- 
teenth year of Edward IV. To these pieces, whose corresponding 
parts are kept in the Exchequer and in the Tower, the following 
Certificate is annexed^ which will shew with how much solemnity 
these Standards were prepared, and their purity attested : 

"The first day of July, the xvij. yere of the reigne of Kyng 
Edward the Fourth, Robert Hill, William Wodeward, John 
Kyrkeby, and Miles Ades, were sworen upon the hooly Evangc- 
liste in the Sterre Chamber, before the Cliyauncelor of England, 
Tresourer, and Pryve Scale, and many other noble Lords of the 
Kyng*s Counceill sp*uall and temp'all, to make this Standard of 
xxiij. carrats iij. greynes and an halfe of p'Bte fyne Gold, and 
half a greyne of Allay, accordyng to the old Standard, as it ap- 
pereth in the Record in the Kjmg's Chauncery and Eschequer of 
Kyng Edward the iij<i« and Kyng Richard the Secunde, Hemy 
the iiijt*^, the vth^ and the vjth, Kyngs of England. The which 
Robert Hill, William Wodeward, John Kyrkeby, and Miles Ades, 
have certified that this Standard is truly made as is aforsaid." 

The Certificate which is annexed to the Silver agrees with the 
above, except that it is stated to be of " xj. uncs and ij. pcny- 
weight of p*fite fyne Sylver, and xviij<* weight of Allay." 
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were then produced by the proper Officer, and a 
fliEiffioieiit quantity cut off from each, and Compared 
with the Pound weight of Oold Coin, and the afore- 
said 8e?eral pieces of Silver Coin, by the u^ual me- 
thods of Agsay. 

When that operation was finished, the Jury re- 
turned their Verdict, that the Gold Coins were in 
weight and in allay suflScietit s^cording to the terms 
of the Indenture ; as were also the Silver Coins in 
allay ; but the quantity of them was too small to 
ailow their agreement in weight to be ascertained y. 

I cannot dismiss this account of the Trial of the 
Fix without observing that, according to the mode 
hy which it is now conducted^ it is little better dnm 
an idle ceremony. 

In the first place the number of pieces selected 
for the Assay may not be equal to the number of 
Deliveries ; by yvhich it will happen that the Coins 
of some Deliveries will not be subjected to any triaK 

In the instance which has been recorded above, 
there were ninety-three Deliveries, but the pieces 
selected were no more than fifty*nine : so that, sup- 
posing each piece to have been taken from a difiev- 
ent Delivery, there must have been thirty-four firom 
which no specimens were brought to the Assay. 

It is true that this method of taking a certain 
number of pieces, froqi the whole sum set apart for 

I know not whether these were the first Trial Pieces which 
were ever made 3 but it will be seen in the Notices of this Trial, 
under the year 1349, that the Nobles were tried by comparing 
them with Florins of Florence. See in the Annals, under the year 
1649, an account of the making two Standard Pieces, one of 
Gold and the other of Silver, by order of the Parliament. 

y Seethe Verdict in the Appendix, wh^re Notices of various 
• Trials are given. 

VOL. I. P 
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the Assay^ has been for ages the practice of the 
Mint ; but in former times the Trials were so fre- 
quent that each Delivery had, at least, its chance for 
examination ; and it seems, also, that not one pound 
weight only was taken, but as many as were thought 
necessary for the Assay *. 

This circumstance afibrds a very weighty objec- 
tion against the present mode of conducting this 
Trial ; but there is another impropriety attending 
it, which is infinitely more important. 

The original intent of this examination was, 
doubtless, to check, by its frequent recurrence % all 
temptation to the issue of Coins inferior to the 
Standard ; but the modern practice affords but little 
security in that respect, on account of the long in- 
tervals which are allowed to take place between the 
Trials ; and the large sums which are coined during 
those pleriods. 

Thus the Trial in 1 799 was an Assay of the 
Coins minted during a period of somewhat more 
than four years, amounting in weight to 14^,220 lb. 
or about seven millions of money. Nearly the 
whole of this sum must have been in circulation be- 
fore it was ascertained, by the Verdict of a Juryj that 
it was agreeable to the Standard. Had it proved to 
be deficient, the Master of the Mint would have 
been liable to punishment ; but the Publick must 
have borne all the inconveniences attending the cir- 
culation of that base Money, which could not have 

2 See page 204. 

^ The iieces^ty for this firequent recurrenee seems to have been 
weU understood by the Government in the reign of James II .> 
when, in the Act for a free Coinage in Scotland, it was ordered 
that an Assay should be made of every Journal distinctly once 
every year in the month of December. Scots AdB, lit Pari. 
James VII. 2d Sess. Chap. XXIV. 
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^ been recalled without great trouble and expense^ and 
which would have ceased to be a legal tender from 
the mornent of its detection. 

Thus has this Trial, which is of immense import- 
ance for preserving the integrity of the Money, 
shrunk by degrees into almost an empty show : of 
consequence only to the Master of the Mint, who 
cannot obtain his Quietus until the Coins have been 
submitted to it, but perfectly nugatory with respect 
to the Publick, as it no longer operates as ^frequent 
check upon the private Assays of the Mint. For, 
supposing any improper combination should be 
formed by those Officers in whose presence alone 
that Assay is made (which, however improbable, the 
events of former times have proved not to be im- 
possible ^), several millions of base Coins might be 
issued before the Publick could be aware of the de- 
ception ; wliich, when it should be discovered, would 
fix a suspicion upon all the Money then in circula- 
tion, and bring on mischief incalculable. 

It appears then to be absolutely necessary that this 
Trial should be restored to its pristine form ; and 
that the private Assays should be confirmed, ^s soon 
as possible, by this solemn Trial ^. 

*> See in the reign of Edward^I the fi'auds which were prac- 
tised by Sir William Sharington in the Mint at Bristol. 

^ Previous to the Re-coinage of the Gold Coin in 1774, expefi- 
ments were made of the fineness of the Gold Coin issued in the 
reigns of our several Princes from Charles XL to the present time, 
by melting Guineas of each reign into ingots of 151bs. each \ and 
from the contrary ends of each ingot Assays were made« by which 
it appeared that in former reigns the Gold Coins were worse than 
Standard in the following proportions : 

Charles II. 56 Grains Troy worse than Standard 9*. lOAd. V^ ^^'« 
James II. 30 - - - - - 11». ^^d, per cent. 
William - 13 - - - - - As,\\-^^d.percent, 

P 2 
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OP THE LAWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OP 
THE MONEY. 

The Money, when compleated and issued for 
currency, has ever been guarded with extreme jea- 
lousy. Thus, by the Anglo-Saxon Laws, he who 
counterfeited the Coins was to lose the hand by 
which the crime was committed*. To this punish- 
ment, already sufficiently severe, the cruel policy of 
the Anglo-Norman Rings added loss of sight and 
emasculation *. 

The Author of that Commentary on the Lavrs of 
England which is known by the name of Fleta, thus 
enumerates the different species of lalsiBcation and 
counterfeiting the Coins, which were contrary to, 
and punishable by, those Laws at the time when he 
wrote, which is determined by Selden to have been 
in the reign of Edward I.^ 

He says: '^ Crimen falsi dicitur, quum quis £dsam 
iabricaverit Monetam ; vel de non reproba reprobam 
fecerit, sicutTonsores Monetae, hoc quidem crimen 
ultimum indocit supplicium. 

^' Sunt etiam fabricatores iaisae Mooetse sine Cu- 
neo; & sunt Monetarii Regis, qui ultra Assisam 
licitam Argenti Laccum imponunt, quidam autem 

Anne - 7 GfainsTroy worse than Standud^ J-fr^pereeMt. 

GeoiS^I. 6 5t. SA^percoil. 

Gmrgen. 3 1*. l^^r^perceai. 

George m. Standard. [Loid Lhorpool's Letter to Ibe King, p. 

182. note.! 

4 Vife Leges Ai^. Sex. pp. 59 and 1S4. 

c See Annals of CoiBige^ in theycarllOS. 

t ttssertatio ad Fktam, nj. in.coL 1114. 
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debitum Pondus Librae non apponunt, & quidam 
falsam Monetam fabricant in toto^ & quidam sunt 
Monetae Tonsores; qui omnes agentes & consen* 
tientes tractari & suspend! debent, & Foeminae con- 
cremari ; & ab initio in majori Exoommunicatione 
sunt involuti/' ff 

It appears from the punishment which is here 
denounced against this crime that it was treason by 
the Common Law ; but it was not declared to be so 
by any Statute until that of the 25th of Edward III. 
Statute the 5th, chap. 2*», by which counterfeiting 
the King's Coin, and bringing into the Realm coun- 
terfeit Money to the likeness of the King's Coin, 
&c. were made Treason. 

I shall give Sir Edward Coke's Commentary upon 
this Statute, which contains a full statement of the 
Law as it stood in his time. 

The words of the Statute are: ^*Et si ho'me 
contreface les gant ou Prive Sealx le Roi, ou sa 
Monoie, et si ho'me apport faus Monoie en ceste 
Roialme contrefaite a la Monoie Denglet're, sicome la 

Monoie appelle { lJJ^^^^^^^^^^ } ou autre semblable 

a la dite Monoie Denglet're, sachant la Monoie estre 
iaus, p'^ marchander, ou paiement faire en deceit 

n're dit Seign' le Boi & son poeple 

.' . . . et fait a entendre qen les cases suisnomez 
doit estre ajugge Treson [q' sestent] a n're Seign' le 

S Fleta^ as quoted by Mr. North in his Remarks on some Con- 
jectures, p. 31. 

h Sir Matthew Hale says^ that, befo^ this Statute, Clergy 
was allowed in this and other Treasons ; but it was now iakea 
away in all cases of Treason whatsoerer. [Pleas of the Crown, 
part II. p. 331.] 
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Roi et a sa Roial Majeste ; et de tiele inan*e deXresoo 
la forfeit're des eschetes app'tient a nVe Seign' le 
Roi, si bien des Tres & ten'z tenuz des aut's, come 
de lui meismes/' ^ 

' That is: ^^And if a man counterfeit the Kiag*s 
Great or Privy Seal, or his Money ; and if a man 
bring false Money into this Realm, counterfeit to 
the Money of England, as the Money called Lush- 
burgh, or other, like to the said Money of England, 
knowing the Money to be false, to merchandise or 
make payment in deceit of our said Lord the King, 

and of his people ; 

• • . And it is to be understood, that in the cases 
above rehearsed, [that] ought to be judged Treason, 
which extends to our Lord the King and his Royal 
Majesty : And of such Treason, the forfeiture of 
the Escheats pertaineth to our Sovereign Lord, as 
well of the Lands and Tenements holden of other, 
as of himself." J 

On this Statute Sir Edward Cqke has left the fol- 
lowing observations : 

" This crime was Treason by the Common Law, 
as it appeareth by all the ancient Authors referred 
to below ^ ; and therefore the opinion in 3 Henry 
Vn. is holden for no Law, that it was but Felony 
before this Act. 

*^ The forging of the King's Coin is High Treason, 

i Stat. 25 E. III. Stat. 5. c. 2. 
. ) Both this translation^ and also the preceding copy of the 
text^ are taken from the edition of the Statutes pubUshed in 1810 
by his Majesty's command. 

k Bract. 1. 3. fol. 118. Brit. fol. 10, &c. Fleta, 1. 1. ca. 21. 
.Mirror, ca. 1. § 6, de fauson^rie. 29 Ass. p. 49. GlanviU, Hb. 
14, cap. 7. See Stat^ite 27 E. I. cap. 3. 
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without utterance of it ; for by this Act the coun- 
terfeiting is made Iligh Treason. . 

** Si ipse qui facit Monetam authoritate Regis, 
&c. illam facit minui in pondere, vel alliata, viz. 
Alcumino vel alio falso metallo contra ordinatio- 
nem, &c.^ 

" This is holden to be High Treason, and by that 
book taken for a counterfeiting of the King's Money 
within the purvieu of this Statute. And herewith 
^reeth Britton, who' saith, ^ Des fauoeres, q' o«tiit 
nostre Monye counterfeit ou pluis de allaye mise in 
nostre Monye, q' mister ne serroit solonq' le forme 
& usage de nostre Realme ™. 

^* ^Ordeine fuit q' nul Roy de cest Realme ne puit 
changer sa Money, ne impairer, ne amender, ne 
autre Monye faire q' de Ore & Argent, sans lassent 
de touts les countes.' 

^^ It was ordained that no King of this Realm 
might not change his Money, nor impair nor amend 
the same, nor other Money make than of Gold or 
Silver, without assent of Parliament ". 

" Clipping, washing, and filing of the Money of 
this Realm was no counterfeiting of it within this 
Act. And therefore, being a like case, it was de- 
clar«|d by Parliament, S Henry V. cap. 6, to be High 
Treason ; but that Act being repealed by l Mary, 
the Statute 5 Elizabeth, cap. 11, hath declared clip- 

1 3H.VIL lO.a. b. 

m See inter Leges Athelstani^ca. 14. Canuti^ ca. 61. Britton. 
cap. 6, fo. 10. b. See tbe Mirror, ca. 1, § 6; De la Mony M- 
sifie ace' with 3 H. VII. and ca. 5, § 1 j and Fleta, ca. 22, ace*. 

T^ Mirr. ca. 1, § 3, inter Artie, perviels Royes cnxleinus. Rot. 
Par. 17 E. III. No 15. 45 E. III. ca. 13. DH.V.ca. l.> Stat.3. 
Artie, super Chartas, cap. 20. 
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ping, washing, rounding, or filing, for wicked here 
ctnd gaifiy &c. to be High Treason. And by Statute 
18 Elizabeth, cap. 1, it is declared, that if any per- 
son, Jbr mched lucre or gain's sake^ shall by any 
art, ways, or means whatsoever, impair, diminish, 
falsify, scale or lighten the King's Money, &c. it is 
High Treason ; for being a like case, it was to be 
declared by Parliament. 

" Forging or counterfeiting of foreign Money, 
which is not current within the Realm, is Mispri* 
aion of Treason, and the oflfender shall forfeit as for 
concealment of High Treason." ** 

Upon the words sa money, he remarks ^^ that the 
crime of Treason extendeth only to the King's 
Money coined within this Realm ; and therefore 
after this Statute, if a man had counterfeited the 
Money of another Kingdom, though it were cur- 
rent within this Realm, it was no Treason, until it 
was so declared by Parliament in 1 Mary, cap. 6, 
and in 1 and 2 Philip and Mary^ cap. 1 1 ; and the 
said Acts of 5 and 18 Elizabeth do extend to foreign 
Coin current within this Realm." p 

'^And it is holden, that, at the making of this 
Statute^ 25 Edward 111., there was no Money cur- 
rent within this Realm but the King^s own Coin. 
See the Statute called Statutum de Moneta Mag- 
num, and Statutum de Moneta Parvum 4. 

^^ And it is to be known, that if any do counter- 
feit {he King's Coin, contrary to this Statute' of 25 

o Stat. 14Eli2. cap. 3. 

P Stat. 14 Eliz. cap. 3^ as stated above^ makes the forging 
foreign Coin not current within the Realm Misprbion of 
Treason. 

q Vet. Mag. Carta, Part. % fol. 38, 39, 40. 
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Edward IIL ,he shall have punishment of hi^ body^ 
but as in case of Petit Treason, that is, to be drawn 
and hanged until he be dead ; but the forfeiture of 
his lands is as in other cases of High Treason, for 
this Statute is but a declaration of the ComaQon 
Law ; and the reason of his corporal punishment is, 
for that in this case he was only drawn and hanged 
at the Common Law, but a woman in tiiat case was 
to be burnt'. 

"The Abbot of Missenden, in the county of 
Buckingham, for counterf(^ting and resection of the 
King's Money, was adjudged to be drawn and 
hanged, and not quartered \ 

" The want of observation of the said distinctioii 
hath made some to err in their judgment Nota, 
this Act of 35 Edward IIL maketh no expression of 
the judgment, therefore such judgment as was at the 
Common Law, either in case of High Treason or 
Petit Treason, must be given. 

" But if one be attainted for diminishing the 
King's Money, upon any of the Statutes made in 
Queen Mary's or Queen Elizabeth's time, because it 
is High Treason newly made, the offender shall 
have judgment as in case of High Treason. 

" Si hom£ apport faux Money en cest Roi- 

ALMS, COUNTERFEIT AU MoNEY DaNGLITERRE, & 
SACHANT LE. MoNEY E8TRE FAUX, &C. 

** By this branch, six things are to be observed : 

r Fleta, lib. 1, cap. 32, who wrote before this Statute, which 
is but a Law declaratory, as4t appeareth before. 23 Ass. p^^. 
Dier. 6 EUz. Term. Tr. MS. pro tonsura Monete trabe & pend. 
Tr. 24 H. VIII. in Justice Spilman's Reports, accord. 

^ Mich. 31 £.111. coram Rege. Rot. 55. Buck, within six years 
after making our Statute. 
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*^ Fir^t, that the bringing in of counterfeit Mo- 
ney^ and not the counterfeiting, is expressed in this 
' word [apport.] 

*^ Secondly, that it must be brought from a fo- 
reign nation, and not from Ireland, or other place 
belonging to, or being £l member of, the Crown of 
England ; and so it hath been resolved \ so wary 
are Judges to expound this Statute concerning Trea- 
son, and that in most benign sense. For, albeit Ire- 
l«id be a distinct kingdom, and out of the Realm of 
England to some* purposes, as to protectioh and fines 
levied, ,&c.^ yet to ^ome intent it is accounted as a 
member of, or belonging to, the Crown of this 
Realm. And therefore a Writ of Error is maintain- 
able here jn the King's Bench of a Judgment given 
ki the King's Bench in Ireland, so as the Judges did 
construe this Statute not to extend to false Money 
brought out of Ireland. 

" Thirdly, it must be to the similitude of the Mo- 
ney of Elngland. 

^^JFourthly, that the bringer of it into this realm 
must know it to bejrounterfeit. 

"Fifthly, uttering of false Money in England, 
though h^ know it to be false and counterfeit to the 
likeness of the Coin of England, is no Treason within 
this Statute, unless he brought it from a foreign na- 
tion ; for the words be, * Si home apport faux 
Money en cest Realme> But if Money, false or 
clipped, be found in the hands of any that is suspi- 
cious, he may be imprisoned until he hath found 
his warrant, per Statu tum de Moneta magnum. 
Vet Mag, Cart. fol. 38, 2 parte. 

* 7 H. VII. 10. u Lib. 7. Calvin's Case. ^ 5 H. VII. 10. 
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*^ Lastly, be must merchandize therewith, or make 
payment thereof, expressed in these words. Pur 

MERCHANDIZER, OU PAIEMENT FAIRE IN DECEIPT 
NOSTRE SEIGNIOR LE RoY, ET SON PEOPLE \ 

•" By Statute 8 and 9 William III. c. 26, made 
perpetual by 7 Ann, c. 25, whoever, without proper 
authority, shall knowingly make or mend, or assist 
in so doing, or shall buy, sell, conceal, or hide, or 
knowingly have in his possession, any implements of 
Coinage specified in the Act, or other tools or in- 
struments proper only for the Coinage of Money, or 
shall convey the same out of the King's Mint, he^ 
together with his counsellors, procurers, aiders, and 
abettors, shall be guilty of High Treason ; which is 
by much the severest branch of the Coinage Law. 
The Statute goes on further, and enacts, that to 
mark any Coin on the edges with letters, or other- 
wise, in imitation of those used in the Mint, or to 
colour, gild, or case over, any Coin resembling the 
current Coin, or even round blanks of base metal, 
shall be construed High Treason. And by Statute 
15 and 16 George H. c. 28, if any person colours or 
alters any Shilling or Sixpence, either lawful or 
counterfeit, to make them respectively resemble a 
Guinea or Half Guinea, or any Halfpenny or 
Farthing, to make them respectively reseipble 
a Shilling or Sixpence ; this is also High Trea- 
son y. 

Other offences against the Money a^e only Fe- 
lony, such as, for instance, is the cfime of making, 

coining, buying, or bringing in, and putting in pay- 

' Coke's 3d Institute, cap. 1. Of High Treason* 
y Blackstone's Ck)minentaries, Book IV* chap* 6. 
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ment, &c. any Galley Halfpenee, Suskyn^ or 
Dotkyn\ 

^^ The reason of this law was, for that those Mo- 
nies were base, and not of the Alloy of Sterling, 
which was (amongst others) the cause of making the 
general law of 9 Henry V. cap. 6, Stat. 2. 

" It is also Felony to pay, or receive for payment, 
any Money called Blanks \ 

'^ For the better understanding of this Statute, it 
is to be known that these Blanks were white Money 
coined by King Henry V. in France, after his vic- 
tory at Agincourt, and league with France, whose 
style then was. Rex Angliaa, Regens & Hserea 
Franciae, 

''And they were called Blanks or Whites in 
respect of the colour, because at the same time he 
coined also a Salus in Gold. .The Salus, being of 
the value of twenty-two Shillings, was of the Alloy 
of Sterling ; but the Blanks, which were much 
more common, being each of them valued at eight 
pence, were not of the Alloy of Sterling, and th«re* 
fore they only were decried by the said Act of 2 
Henry VI. 

" Fot either of these offences of Felony the of- 
fender may have his Clergy ^. 

It is also Felony to transport Silver, or to import 
false or evil Money. 

" Defendue fuit que nul Argent serra trani^port 
hors del Realm ^. 

z3H.V.cap.i; 
a Q H. VI. cap. 9. 

b Coke, 3 Institute, cap. 30. Of Felony by bringing in, pay- 
ment or receipt of certain Money! 
c Mirror, c. 1, § 3. Inter les Articles de viels Roys ordeins. 
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^^ This was the antient law of England, long be- 
fore the Conquest. 

'^ At the Parliament holden anno 17 Edward III. 
as well the transportation of Silver, as the importa^ 
ti<m of false or evil Money, is enacted by authority 
of that Parliament to be Felony. And also if the 
Searchers, mentioned in the Act, be assenting to the 
bringing in of false Monqr, or willingly suflfer Silver 
or Money to be transported, it is also made Fdony. 
The offenders may have the benefit of their Clergy." <* 

The following minor offences against the Money, 
and the several Statutes relating to them, which have 
been made since the time of Sir Edward Ccke, are 
thus enumerated by Sir William Blackstone, in his 
Commentaries on the Laws of England : 

« By Statute 6 and 7 William III. a 17, if aay 
person buys or sells, or knowingly has in Jhis cua^ 
tody, any clippings or filings of the Coin, he shall 
forfeit the same and ^.500 ; one moiety to the 
King, and the other to the informer, and be branded 
in the cheek with the letter R. 

^* By Statute 8 and 9 William III. c. 26, if any 
person shall blanch or whiten Copper for sale (whicb 
makes it resemble Silver) ; or buy or sell, or ofler 
to sale, any, malleable composition, which shall be 
heavier than Silver, and look, touch, and wear like 
Gold, but be beneath the Standard ; or if any per^ 
son shall receive or pay any counterfeit or diminished 
milled Money of this Kingdom, not being cut in 
pieces (an operation which is expressly directed to 
be performed when any such Money shall be pro- 

^ Goke^ Sd Ins^uie^ cap. 31. Of Felony for tran^rtatioa 
of SUvier, or importation of fiJse or evil Money^ &c. 
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duced in evidence^ and which any person, to whom 
any Gold or Silver Money is tendered, is empow^ 
ered, by Statutes g and 10 William III. c. 91, 1$ 
George III. c. 71, and 14 George III. c. 70, to per- 
form at his own hazard, and the OflGicers of the Ex- 
chequer and Receivers General of the Taxes are par- 
ticularly required to perform), at a less rate than it 
shall import to be of (which demonstrates a consci- 
ousness of its baseness and a fraudulent design) ; all 
such persons shall be guilty of Felony. 

*^ But these precautions not being found sufficient 
to prevent the uttering of false or diminished Mo- 
ney, which was only a Misdemeanor at Common 
Law, it is enacted by Statute 15 and 16 G. II. c. 28, 
that if any person shall utter or tender in payment 
any counterfeit Coin, knowing it so to be, he shall, 
for the first offence, be imprisoned six months, and 
find sureties for his good behaviour for six months 
more : for the second ofifence, shall be imprisoned 
two years, and flfcid sureties for two years longer : 
and for the third offence, shall be guilty of Felony 
ivithout benefit of Clergy. Also if a person know- 
ingly tenders in payment any counterfeit Money, 
and at the same time has more in hii^ custody ; or 
shall, within ten days after, knowingly tender other 
false Money;. he shall be deemed a common u t- 
terer of counterfeit- Money, and shall for the first 
offence be imprisoned one year, and find sureties for 
his good behaviour for two years longer ; and for the 
second be guilty of Felony without benefit of Clergy. 

^^ The same Statute also enacted, that, if any per- 
son counterfeited the Copper Coin, he should suffer 
two years imprisonment, and find sureties for two 
years more. 
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^' By Statute 11 G. III. c. 40. persons counterfeit- 
ing Copper Halfpence or Farthings, with their abet- 
tors ; or buying, selling, receiving, or putting off any 
counterfeit Copper Money (not being cut in pieces 
or melted down) at a less value than it imports to be, 
shall be guilty of single Felony. And by a tempo- 
rary Statute (14 G. III. c. 42.) if any quantity of 
Money, exceeding the sum of five Pounds, being or 
purporting to be the Silver Coin of this realm, but 
below the Standard of the Mint in weight or jQne- 
ness, shall be imported into Great Britain or Ireland, 
the same shall be forfeited in equul moieties to the 
Crown and Prosecutor." * 

By Statute 37 G. III. c. 126. the provisions of the 
Statute 15 G. II. relating to the Copper Money of 
the realm commonly called An Halfpenny and a Far- 
thing, were extended to all other Copper Monies 
of the realm to be hereafter coined and issued by 
his Majesty's authority. 

By the same Statute the counterfeiting of any fo- 
reign Gold or Silver Coin, or the bringing such into 
the realm, with the intent of passing it, was m^e 
Felony. 

The uttering, or tendering in payment, any such 
counterfeit Money, knowing the same to be coun- 
terfeit, was punishable in the same manner as it was 
by the Act 15G.II. 

And if any person should have more than five 
piec^ of such counterfeit Money in his custody, 
without lawful excuse, he should forfeit the same> 
and likewise a sum not exceeding five Pounds, nor 
less than forty Shillings, for every such piece. 

« Blackstone^s Coramentaries, Book IV. chap, f . 
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And Justices were empowered to search suspected 
places for such counterfeit Money, and to seize the 
same, together with the tools and materials used fqr 
inaking the same. 

By Statute 43 O. III. c. 139, the counterfeiting 
any foreign Coin, either of Copper or of any other 
metalof less value thanSilver,or the passing the same^ 
was made a Misdemeandr^ and the ofiender to be 
imprisoned for any time not exceeding one year for 
the first ofience; and for the second to be trans- 
ported for seven years. And it was enacted, that if 
any person should have more than five such coun- 
terfeited pieces in his possession, he should forfeit ' 
not more than forty Shillings, nor less than ten 
Shillings, for every sqch piece. 

Power was given, by this Statute, to search and 
seize, as under the Act of the 37th G. III. 

TTie offenders against these Statutes are excluded 
from all General Pardons, except in one instance, 
which occurs in the 13th year of Henry I V.^; I 
know not whether by design or otherwise. 

These Statutes, however, severe as many of them 
are, have ever proved to be inadequate to the pro- 
tection of the . Coins fif, and thferefore subordinate 

f CI. 13 H. IV. m. 32. dors. 

S The censures of the Church seem to have been equally dis- 
regarded. As early as the year 1123, Counterfeiters of the Mo- 
ney> and also the Circulators of base Coin, were declared, by 
the Council of Lateran, to be accursed, oppressors of the poor, 
disturbers of the State, and excommunicated. These denuncia- 
tions were repeated in other Councils ; and by that of Tours, in 
1583, those persons who had received false Money, or that which 
might be suspected as such, were forbidden to circulate it, 
although they were not concerned in the falsification of it, and 
were even ignorant of the person by whom it was counterfeited. 
J. Cabassutii, Notitia Ecclesiastica, pp. 413^ 659. 
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means have always been resorted to for the preser-* 
vation of their int^rity. 

We have seen, before, that the Trial of the Pix, 
in its original purity, was sufficient for their defence 
from fraudulent practices before they were issued 
from the Mint; and, accordingly, our Ancestors 
ventured to receive Money into the King's Exche- 
quer as if it were of full weight and fineness, and 
considered the Coins to be, as they were intended 
to be, equal in weight and in tale. Such receipts 
were entered in this manner — *^ Denarii, &c. &c. ad 
numerum.'*^ But it could not long escape notice, 
that, although the Coins might issue from the Mint 
in perfect purity, yet they soon afterward became 
obnoxious to the depredations of unprincipled men^ 
who not only impaired the legal Money, by various 
modes of rendering it deficient in weight, but also 
fraudulently forced into currency counterfeit Coins 
of base Alloy. 

The provisions by which the Receipt of the Ex- 
chequer was guarded against the fraud of deficiency 
of weight were these — Soi*utio ad Scalam'^ and 

^ See Domesday Book^ passim, 

^ Sbt Matthew Heie ha^ given a verf singular explanation of 
thbterm, which he thought to mean a Measure 3 and that in 
time this measuring of Money was turned intp a certain allow- 
ance^ to avoid trouble. [1 P. C. 205.] But if the Money were 
not measured^ it must be either weighed or counted^ so that it 
is difficult to say what troubie.would be saved by this alteration. 
Of all the modes of payment, that by measuring must of nec^-^' 
sity be the most unequal^ 'and I believe was never resorted to 39 
a general practice. Scala certainly, was used for 2^ Dish in the 
barbarous Latin of the middle ages ; but no instance can, I pre- 
Mume, be foui)d in which that term was applied in that sense to 
any mode of payment. ' Sir Matthew Hale has not produced any 

VOL.1. €^ ' 
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AD Pensum. Tliough these terms! are synonimousy 
yet the proceedings under each mode were totally 
different. 

The Payment ad Scalam seems to have been ori- 
ginally intended to save the trouble of counting the 
Money ; a purpose which would be compleatly an- 
swered by it, provided the Coins were undimi* 
nished ^, But it must soon have been discovered, 
that even the regular wear of the Coins, in the com- 
mon course of currency, would, in a short time after 
they were issued from the Mint, render this mode of 
payment inaccurate. 
K An attempt was made to compensate this error hy 
a general payment of six Pence in addition to every 
Pound in Tale; but the impropriety of applying one 
general principle to particular cases, infinitely vary^ 
ing, must soon have been experienced ^ and, it i«. 
probable, occasioned the introduction of that mode 
of payment which was distinguished by the name of 
ad Pensum. This was totally different from the 

such. His interpretation of this word raises a suspicion that the 
Treatise on SherifiB*^ Accounts^ which is usually attributed to 
him^ was not his work> as ad Scalam is there rightly explained, 
at p. 17. 

k This practice is still used in the Bank of England. I have 
seen 6000 new Guineas received there> by counting the £rst 
thousluid^ and then weighing the other four successivel^r 
i^gainst it. 

i I have not been able to discover when the Payment ad Sca- 
lam commenced. It does not occur in Domesday Book ; and the 
earliest instance produced by Madox is of the reign of Henry I., 
though he speaks of it as having bec^ used in the most antient 
times next after the Norman Conquest. [History of the Exche- 
quer^ vol. I. p. 274.] He has traced it no lower than the 33d 
year of Edward I. [Id. p. 277] 5 nor have I met with it in later 
times. 
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former, for the whole deficiency of weight, wlyat- 
eVer its amount might be, was to be made good. 

Entries of this kind occur in every column of, 
Domesday Book, in various fprms : as Lib. ad pen- 
sum, ad pondus, ad peis^ pensatas> cum pensioner 
cum pondere™; and the^e are frequently coupled 
with a term expressive of a further proof of the 
Money, which had even then become nece^sary^ 
from a corruption of its Alloy. 

This proof was obtained by actually melting down 
a certain portion of the sum paid in, and reducing 
it to the due fineness. The process was called Com- 
hustio, and was sometimes compounded for at the 
rate of an addition of one twentieth parf* ; but yet 
this was nevertheless distinguished by the same name 
as if it had been assayed, and w^as said to be deal- 
bated or blanched* 

It is obvious, however, that in many cases the 
payment of one twentieth part would not bear any 
exact proportion to the baseness of the Coins, and 
that, consequently, the Officers of the Exchequer 
must, at times, have demanded compensations more 
nearly adequate to the circumstances of the Money ®.^ 
In order to ascertain the true proportion between 
Money Blank, and by Tale, the Combustion was 
sometimes repeated more than onee for the same 
sum. Thus in the 14th H, III. the SherifiTs of Lon- 
don paid at the Exchequer ^.214. 6s. $d. part of 

m See a Collection of the difTereiit forms in whicl^ paym^ts 
were entered in Domesday Book, in the Appendix. 

n Madox, Hist Exch. vol. I. p. 275. 

o Id. The Money was sometimes entered as If weighed in 
bags, but it was still liable to examination by Combustion. [Id. 
p. 287.] 

a 2 
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the Per-m pF tbatCUy. The Mm^ was right by 
weighty but being brought to the Examen by fire, 
it laeked upon the first Assay xiiijd. per Pound, tod 
upon the second Assay xijc/. The ^Sherifis dial- 
lenged both Assays, and desired a third. But the 
Treasurer and Barons not being wilting to proceed 
to a third Asssiy without further advice, the Ferm 
was entered at y\jd. per Pound Blanks as if the diird 
Assay had taken place, reserving the King*s right to 
Combustion; so that if on a third Combustion it 
jtroved to be more deficient, a greater allowance 
should be made, according to the Laws and Custom 
of the Exchequer p. I beliere that no instance can 
be produced of the Combustion of Gold Coins ^. 

Such were the meatus devised to protect the Reve- 
nues of the Crown from being defrauded by light o^ 
base Money ;» and they seem to have been well cal- 
culated for that purpose, as the payments were large, 
and- proper Officers were constantly attending to 
perform the different operations. 

But it is evident that such an examination of 
!Mk>ney could not obtain a place in the commoo 
transactions between man and man ; for very £ew 
indeed would be coifipetent to perform the operation 
of Assltying ; nor, if all had been so qualified, could 
the time have been spared from the more necessary 
transactions of business. The Trial of Money, 
therefore, by Assay, must have been chi^y, if not 
altogether, confined to payments made to the Offi- 
cers of the Revenue. 

v 

P Bladox, Hist. Exch. p. 583, note (o). 
<l Madox gives some entries of Combustions of that Metal [Id. 
ibid.] > but they are of Goldsmith's work, not of Money. 
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^ Tbe other mode of Trial, by weighing each iiidi4 
Tidual Coin, wis in use at a very early period; and 
wdgbt9 for that purpose were issued from the Mints 
in the 6th year of John % «tnd probably before thaA 
time. ^ i 

It should seem, however, that these i^al weigfate 
were discontinued in succeeding reigns ; ibr other-* 
wise, the deception, by which a Monk, oi St. Au« 
gustine^s in Canterbury, contrived to defraud the^ 
who made payments to that Abbey, of whose rents 
he was the Receiver, could not have been practised* 
This happened in the year 1335, and was efiected 
by taking advantage of the unequal manner in whi^h 
the Coins were then formed ; for he selected ^the 
toeaviest of them, against which be weighed all' the 
Money that wds paid to him. By this apparently 
fair, but really fraudulent transaction, he gained 
sometimes five Shillings, and never less than tht^ee 
Shillings and four Pence, in every twenty Shil- 
lings *i 

I do not find that the discovery of this fraud, *for 
which the Abbot and Convent were severely fin^, 
occasioned the issuing of weights^ legally stamped, 
from the Mint, in that reign or in many of the ^ucw 
ceeding ones. But at latter periods frequent Procla- 
mations occur, requiring all persons to provide 
themselves with such weights (the price of which is 
sometimes fixed by the Proclamation), and to wefigh 
with them all the Gold Coins that should be ten- 
dered to them. ' ' 

The first instance of the kind, which I have dis- 
covered, is of the 30th year of Elizabeth. Such 

' Pat. 6 Johan*. m. 7*'dor8. See Aimali of the Coinage, 
s Chron. W. Thorn. Col. 2068. See Annals of the Coinage. 
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Proclamations are likewise found of the 17th James 
L and the 8th and lOth of Charles 1} And in the 
30th of Elizabeth the Mint provided not only the 
weights but balances and cases also. 

The last instance is in the year 1774, when the 
state of the Gold Coins was such as to make it ne- 
cessary to consider them as little better than Bui- 
lion^ with respect to weight, and to order that none 
should be current which were deficient beyond a 
certain allowance. By the Statute which enacted 
this, the' Officers of the Mint were authorized to 
make weights for the Guinea and the Shilling^, and 
the parts, thereof, and no other weights were allowed 
to be used. These weights were to be stamped by 
an Officer appointed for that special purpose ; who 
in the following year was allowed to take a certain 
fee for the same \ 

OF THE QUANTITY OF BULLION COINED. 

Some Account of the Quantity of Bullion which 
was brought into the Mint, for the purpose of 
Coinage, has already been given. I shall now state, 
as fully as my imperfect Collections will enable me, 
the Amount^of the Bullion actually coined at dif- 
ferent periods, prior to the Act for the encouraging 
of Coinage, in the l8th year of Chai:les II. After 
that time the Account will be found more regular 
and unbroken. 

t See these at large in the Annals of the Coinage. 
« This is the only instance since the 6th of John of weights 
being issued for the Silver Coins, 
w Stat. 14 G. III. Ch. 92. See Annals of the Coinage. 
* Stat. 15 G. in. ch. 30. See Annals of the Coinage. 
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QUANTITY COIKED. 



941 



Rrion. 



G^rgeUL.1760 
1761 
1763 
1763 
1764 
J 765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 

ni9 

1780 

1781 

1782 

1783 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

1789 

1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798* 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1803 

1803 

1804 

1803 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1813 

1813 

1814 



Mint. 



London. 



Gold. 



£. 

111399 

550888 

553691 

513041 

883103 

538373 

830735 

1371808 

844554 

636583 

633779 

637796 

843853 

1317645 

4685634 

4901319 

5006350 

3680995 

350438 

1696117 



876795 

698074 

337084 

833136 

3488106 

1 107383 

3849057 

3664174 

1530711 

3660533 

3456567 

1171863 

3747430 

3558895 

493416 

464680 

2000297 

3967505 

449963 

189937 

450240 

437019 

596445 

718397 

54616 

405106 



371744 
398946 
316935 
313363 































O 









13 6 

3 6 



519732 3 6 



Silver. 



£. s. d. 



31 

3162 

2639 

15 O 

19 

298 



68 



335 



315 



254 



62 



203 



55459 



Authorities. 



274 



295 Oj 

"^ From 18th I 

} March 1797 

I to31f:tDec, 

> 1803, 

I Maundy f 

I Monies* 

J jf.278. 



From Ist 

Jan. 1804 

to 31$t 

>>Dec. 1814, 

Maundy 

Monies 

£773. 2s. 



All the Entries in 
this Reifn down 
to the year 1809 
inclusive are co- 
pied from Mr. 
Chalmers's ac- 
curate Tabl^ at 
the end of his 
^ ''Considerations 
' on Commerce/* 
&c.; the remain- 
der from Ac« 
counts laid be- 
fore Parliaments 
and other au- 
thentick Docu- 
ments. 



• In this year the Silver Coinag^e was suspended. 

f The small Coins which are distributed on Maundy Thursday. 
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OF THE PRdFrris AHlfelNG PROM THE 
' ' ^-^ ^ COINAGE* 

Tl^e Profits of the Mint once forined no incon- 
sidtrtible part of the Kevenues of the Crown ; and 
th^y arose from various sourct^s; from the Seignor- 
AGEj the MoNJ^YAGE, the Shere:, and the difference ^ 
between the Tower Pound siqd,theT^oy Weights 

The S El G NO RAGE wos a certaui deduction from all 
tb^j^ullion which ^a§ coined; and it may be divided 
itfto twO; part8*i viz, that which was taken to defray 
tbe expenses Q^Coinagej and that wliijch was claimed , 
by the Sovereign by virtue of his prerogative. 

The former of the^^e is, probably, alon^st^as antientl 
a^^th^ jnyei^tion.of C^ojiaed Money, for it woul4ii soon 
bgdbc^yered that the ^^pypr^jign, after, he had turijied 
bis Bullion into Coins,, J5?.r %? convenience; of hi3 i 
Subjects, was ho richer than before; an^ conse-. 
quently the OT^^ ^^J$^.v?f ^9iWi8? wotild,, at an 
e^rly perioid, hftJ»i(J uj^^.jjtl^.^, , ,. 

It is not, however, prpb^y^e tljat,, the dcfduction 
remained fixg^ at ^so^Hiodgjf^e^a^oint for.auy length . 

* Tbeie were all aro^ed^r^ofitB : biithM^tuetknes small devia- 
tions from the Indentures were authorised by the Sovereign^ 
which covertly increased » the *Revenue afising from the Mint. 
See instances in the reign- of Btttabetb^ in her S 1st and 23d years, 
in the Annals of Coinage. 
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of time^ but that, shortly after its first cistabliahmefit^ 
it was considered as a productive source of Revenue, 
The precise time wheti the increased deduction todkr 
place in our Mints is not known. In the earliest 
Mint Account which I have met with, namely, one 
of the 6th year of Henry !II., the Profit upon the 
Coinage of Silver was six Pence in the Pound. 

This appears from the entries, under that year, of 
Bullion coined in the Mint at Canterbury, when the 
Profit upon ^.3898. 0*, 4d. is stated to be ^.97- 
9^. Od.y which is exactly six Pence in the Pound. 
Of that sum the King had ^.<J0. 18^. 3^. atid the 
Archbishop 5^36. 10^. 10^rf.*> The whole sum df 
«^*97* 9^* Od. is stated to be the amount of Esnius 
tucri ; that is, t presume, the clear Profit after all 
the expenses were deducted. And this will nearly 
agree with the Seignorage which w&s taken in the 
28th year of Edward I., amounting to one ShiHin^ 
and two Pence Halfpenny upon every Pound. Out 
of which the Master hsul five Pence Halfpenny for 
all expenses, and there remained nine Pence clear 
Profit to the King. 

As this latter date, is about 78 years subsequent to 
the former^ it is not improbable that the Seignorage 
had been raised, in that time, in the proportioa of 
nine to six. 

It must be confessed, however, that no very cer* 
tain conclusions can be drawn from the amount of 
this deduction at any one time, as its rate seems to 
have been ever unsettled, and to have depended upon 
the caprice, the avarice, or the necessities of the 

^ Mint Account in the Excliequer. These totsh do not ]fre- 
cisely agree^ as is frequently the caae in suns stated in Roman 
numerals. . ^ ,} •'• 
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Sovereign. This will be evident from the following 
Tables^ which are drawn out from a Volume of 
Extracts from the .Indentures (once in the Lans- 
down Library, but now forming a part of the MS 
treasures in the British Museum), from Mint Ac- 
counts in the Exchequer, from Snelling's Tables, 
and from other authentic documents. 



Sbignorage for the Coinage of Gold ; and the 
Allowance out of it to the Mastea. 



RfilON. 



Pound 

weight 

coinedinto 



Edward III. 18 



19 

20] 

93 < 

91 

30 

l» 

3 
13 

9 



15 
13 3 
13 3 



Richard II. 
Henry IV. - 

Henry V. - 
Henry Wfi 



Edward IV. 



'A 

49 
4 



9' 
Henry VII. 3 
19 



d. 

4 
4 

14 



15 
15 
15 

15 

16 13 
16 13 







4 
4 

16 13 4 



16 13 
22 10 
20 16 



22 12 4 



22 10 



Seignor- 
age. 



To the 

Master for 

coining. 



£.s. d. 

I n 6 

8 4 

7 

11 8 



3 
3 
2 



5 10' 

5 
13 
^ 10 

13 2 



14 6 



1 8 



£. #. d. 

13 16 6 

12 15 

12 16 4 

13 8 4 



2 4 



1 
2 
2 



To the 
Merchant. 



Authorities. 



14 10 
14 13 
14 15 
14 15 
16 8 
16 8 



2 4 



2 6 



16 7 6 

16 8 4 

21 17 

18 6 8 

21 9 2 



21 15 6 



The Master to receive by weight, and de- 
liver by weight, taking for Coinage of 
every Pound Tower of Gold ;^1. 0«. 10<f. 



22 10 
29 10 

22 10 

22 10 







7 6 
7 6 


2 6 
2 6 





0^6 


] 10 





7 6 


2 6 



« 6 



22 2 


6 


22 7 


6 


22 2 


6 



Indentured 
Indenture ^. 
Snelling. 

Snelling. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 

Indenture, 

Snelling. 

Snelling. 

Snelling. 

Indentures. 

Snelling. 
Indenture. 
Indenture. 
C Indentureinthe 

< ChapterHouse, 
( Westminster^ ' 
C Indenture, Ar* 

< chaeologia, vol. 
(XV. p. 166. 

? Pat.9E.lV.pt. 
i l.m. 10. 

Indenture. 

Indenture. 
-^Mint Accounts 
i intheE^hequer 

Indenture. 



, «. For the Coinage of the Florins. <* For the Coinage of the Nobles, 

. t The,Lians4owiD I^S,^4d$, iq this ye^, 10<f. to the. Master for his waste in 
workmansbipy which makes the total differ from that given by Snelling. 

f If the Merchanfc chose to receive hiis Money immediately at the King^s Ex- 
change, then the King was to have of every lb. weight Tovr^r ?2«. I Id, by 
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246 



Rrign. 



Poiuiil 

weight 
coinedlnto 



Hcniy VIII. J 



18? 
99S 



32 10 



' 2«i 

34 

36 

37 

Edward VI. 1 

3 

4 



27 
25 9 

28 16 
30 
30 



30 



Elizabeth - 1 ] 

19 

«5) 

26j 

27 

35 

«i 

Jame^ I. - 2 



34 

28 16 

36 

33 

36 

33 O 

36 



■•{ 



U7 
Charies I. - 2 



Common- 
wealth, 1650 

Charies 11 



Georg^e I. 



13? 
1T{ 



36 

33 
lliesame. 

36 10 
33 10 
40 10 

37 4 
40 10 
44 10 
40 18 
44 10 

40 18 
44 10 
The same, 

41 



Seignor- 
age. 



£. s. d. 
2 6 



2 9 

3 



4 

2 10 
5 3 
1 10 
I 








a 
2 9 
9 9 

3 

5 

4 

4 








6 

7 



10 

10 

1 10 
I 10 

1 10 

2 5 
2 5 
1 11 
I 6 M 
1 1 



1 5 
15 



To the 

Master for 

eotning. 



£. i, I 

1 10 

2 1 

9 4 

,0 3 4 



1 6 
4 9 
5 9 



e 6 
6 



6 5 
3 5 

to the 
Moneyers. 



44 10 

The current value of 
still remains; the 
into 46/. \\t,ed. 



To the. 
Merohant* 


Authorities. 


jf. ir. 


d 


( Itidtnture* 

I Mint Accounts. 


22 7 


6 


26 17 
34 1^ 


3f 
6^» 


[ SneUiug. 


27 12 





Indenture. 


27 10 





Indenture. 


24 18 





Snelling. 


28 10 





Indenture. 


33 





ladefUDrf* 


28 13 


3 


Indenture. 


'*5 1J7 


81 


Indenture. 


32 17 


Ok 


Indenture. 


35 15 





Indenture. 


32 16 





Indeniufte. 


35 16 





Indenture. 


35 14 


o' 


Indentures. 


33 13 





SiteUiiigw>.^ . 
Indenture. 


36 





1 Indenture. 


33 


a 


39 





Snelling. 


35 14 





Indenture. 


39 0' 





Ihdenture. 


43 5 





■J ■'..--■ 


38 13 
43 18 


\' 


> Snelling. 


39 13 







43 9 


. 0. 


siieinrig. ' c^dV 


39 18 


7* 


Snelling.. 
^ Answer of the 






V Moneyers t<> 






^Blondeau.p.33. 


44 10 





^ Snelling. 



the Guinea was fixed at31f. at which it 
I\>mid of Gold therefore is now coined 



namher. [Indenture as above.] The Indenture of his eighth year states the 
Seignorage from the time of the new CoinSy that is^ from bis fifth year, to 
liave been xxi. xd. Areheologta, vol. XV. p. 165. 

c Fine Gold. In a Mint Account preserved in the Chapter House, West*- 
nunster, the Seignorage, from the 18th to 33d year, both inclusive, is stated 
atSi. 6dL h Crown Gold. 

> Fine Gold. 

k Crown Gold. All the double entries which follow are likewise for Fine 
and Crown Gold. 

* In this year notice was given by Proclamation that the King bad ordered 
the profit of his Coinage to be reduced, fofone yeaf, from V, 6ir; Ad, for every 
Pound weight of Gold, together with pome profit fnim f hearing at the Mint, to 
lijfteen Shillings only, including the jeaih by shearing. ' [PVocIamktion in the 
Library of the Society of Antiquaries. J 

R 2 
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SEiimp^AGE for tbrCoiNAGE of Silver* 



Rbwn. 


iVnAra* " 

weight 
ooitiedilito 


Sei^^nor- 
age. 


Tothe- 
Matter for 

coining. 


To the 
Mercbaot. 


AUTHORITiEg. 




^r 7. dV 


£,,. d. 


£. $, d. 


£. f. d. 




E4wardt.» 8 


1 J. 


1 


7 




5 Ub. Rub. Scac 
I carii, fol. 247. 


1 - - - 




28 1 


'l 3 


^ 1 24 


hi 


19 04 


Snelling. 


Edward m. 1 


' 










^ Billon 
Silver 




Q 1 4 

q e Hi 






) MintAccountsin 
(the Exchequer. 








18 




1 3 


9 


" 


1 Indentures. 




il 2 2 


1 2 


8 


1 1 00 


-'Sir 


1_£ 6 


1 2 
hyweight. 


6J 
bynurober. 




Indentnres 




9 UUCUHit w«. 


23 


i] 2 6 


Voll' 


6| 


the rett. 


Snelling. 


«. ' . 27 


15 


6 


the rest. 


SneUing. 


^- igO' 


1.5 


9 9i 


6i 


1 4 Of 


'\ 


• - •> 








in number 


i 


., ^ • , 


_ 


1 


^ 


for every 
19 2i 


V Indenture p. 


i>r .. 


1 


1 




Towerweit 


J 


tticbanl41. 18 


Il ^ 


(^ a 8 


7 


1 4 2 


% 


'* 


i ' 


i« weight. 


in number. 


in. number 


/ 


>7-T, . 






for every 


\ Indenture 4. 


• ' • \i '. ' 


^ 


1 O 10 

6 1 -e 




19 4 
Towerweit 


\ 


Henry IV.. 4> 


1 5 


0- 7 


14 2 


Snelling. 


Heiir3^V;t» 9 


1 icr 


9 


-19 


Snelling. 


•1« 
Henry VK^ ({ 


The tame. 
1 I* 








Indentiire. * 
Indenture. 


2 


10 


1 8 


It la 


) 1 0^ 


9 


1 9 


Mint Account. 


iiias.,.v.«4) 


i 










24 


,y 10 a 


) 2 


10 


1 8 


SneUing. 




j,i;io 


0~i "o 


6 6 9 


1 9 


Mint AcGonnts. 


49 


j 1 17 .6 


6 2 


1 2 


1 15 6 


Indenture. 



^^ff ^th^Fnrtliiafi^ wbieh weie to he made by vtrtuit of tiie Ittdentyre, 
<(fei7 Found WM to contain twentyfottr, and three Shillings, for lAie fttsay, 
h«yond the mamber appointed* for Sterttngs^. on acooinit of the e«trajtcou^le. 
and charge of Goinlige i oa whieb.oon^eTatioB'.al8o the Matttt mm to be 
allowed ten Pence Halfpenny fo/ 1^ eoipcMea>Bpoto evei^yi Pound, 2:be£ing to 
hate tweM Pennies at the leasts Xiib. Rub. Sesosarii^ folio 247. 

• The Indenture docs not give. the t^nnbcr 4f Ptmilet iBtO;ivhich the.Ponnd 
was than coined. By this Indenture the Florins were coined'. 

o The Indenture for the Nobles. SneUing hat afifixed to thit entry the-date 
of 19 E. III. 
pSnoUiiig maket thit Seignorage 11^; of which he givet to the Master 6|tf.< 
4 Here SneUing maket the Seignorage lOif. and the Master's allowance Id* 
r In bit 9th year the Seignorage and Coinage were to be 1<. 3(f. in the Pound. 
[SUt. 9 H.V.Stat. 2.] 
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&SntUiiig*ft^Vahle Mikes theScignorase 3a:9itUid^rtt^tMkktMHn(^JfUd. 

'A4n a JMIintAciiouiit of the IStlhto ttM^^fiSd^ver iaolMimevivWthiilkl^Cflli^^^^ 

ifi the Chili^rflouse, Weamineter^tbe 8dgnbiiii|;^.ie(M«ttddlft(dke90» 9ms^ 

*^Tbe'p%Wadi\et!^Tdinf tmfitk9iUi^iimA9iooiktcdimi/9 dS^ )o s^';i>r{ « (me. 

'"^^ntllihi; plaoea'thi«~iu tlM|4tli9icaif4rfBi Vilvri(-t^q)i/:H ^^n^H n^i Uw^.hi; 

< Snelling deleft the dtinmofwn df >ih^ JfIaR«CB% attoMiBe«iin.1(h»^i4(^h yea? 

of Btttahlbib; [NotetoMi Ttbleof'8e4gn«llgRj '* n r^nh H'-r-fiftl '^dl • 

. " . J ' f , j f ' Ir. 



Ab this s<^urc6 of Revenue depended entirely on 
the will of the Sovereigns, it is no wonder that it 
should be regulated not so much by their justice as 
by their c&price or n^essities ; and that the Money 
should be renewed, that is, called in and re-coined^ 
whenever an increase of Revenue was wanted. 

"The grievances arising from these frequent re- 
iiewals of the Money were so great as to extort from 
their Subjects a regular Tax, to be paid every three 
years, 'on condition that the practice should be 
abolished. 

'This Tax, which vras called Moneyage, appears 
tdbave been brought into this Kingdom from Nor- 
mandy (where it prevailed more than in other parts 
of France)*, probably by William I. ; for it was un- 
ktiown here in the reign of Edward the Confessor, 
asl is expressly dieqlared in the Law of Henry I., by 
which the impdsition was entirely abolished. The 
payment of it is enumerated amongst those evil 
customs by which the Realm of England had been 
oppressed y. 

But though the triennial Tax no longer existed, 
the Seignorage istill remained, and, as may be seen 
in the foregoing Tables, was at times applied to 

X See Ducange> Monetagium> Cd. 1009. 

y Leges Ang. Sax. p. 234. The Flemings alleged against 
Maximilian ICing of the Romans (amongst other charges) ^^ that 
he put high Aknaynes in offices and great authority^ which with- 
DY|t tlveir assent would have chaunged and inhaunced their Coyne 
to their , great prejudice and detriment.** [Grafton's Chronicle^ 
5 Henry VII.] The word chaunged, above^ is equivalent to the 
tetmvertehatur, or renovaturi in Domesday. jQuando Moneta 
vei:tebatur — Cum Moneta renovatur. A certain simi was then 
paidbytheMoneyers. ^ , 



eiaort Mi^n^y from the Beopte, and thoa toincreMe 
the Revenue of the Crown. 

It was gathered in this manner:- after the Bullicti 
was coined^ and assayed^ then the Seignorage wai 
deducted^ and what remained' was returned to him 
who brought the Bullion to the Mint. 

This was continued until the reign of Charles II., 
when the King took upon himself to bear one half 
of the expense of Coinage of the Silver Money^ out 
of his Revenue*; and in his l8th year an Act was 
passed^ by which it was ordained, for the £nGOU-* 
ragement of Coinage, that whoever should Inring 
Stealing Silver, or Crown or Standard Gold, to the 
Mint, should receive an equal weight of the current 
Coins ». 

It was, doubtless, expected, that this measure 
would produce a never-failing supply of Bullion for 
the Mint; but experience has shewn, what the 

> This is stated in the Preamble to the Statute 18 C« IT. chap. 
5 ', but the time at which his Majesty began to do this is not 
specified. 

» Stat. 18 C. It Hchap. 5. •' 

The profits.of the Seignorage were so mueh oonsideredJiy our 
Monarchs as a certain branch of their Revenue, that they, were 
occasionally granted, in whole or in part, either to Corporate 
Bodies for their advantage, or for defraying certain charges ex- 
pressed in the Grant itself. They were sometimes granted to 
individuals by way of Pension. And when the right of Seignor- 
age was extinguished in this Kingdom, by the Act above men-^ 
tioned, there was a Pension existing, payable out of the profits 
derived from it, which had been granted in 1660, under the Gr^t 
Seal, for 2 1 years, to Dame fearbaraVilliers, of two Pence by TaJe 
out of every Pound weight of Silver Coins made at the English 
Mint : whicb the Legislature, from a principle of justice, ordered 
to be continued out of the Coinage Duties imposed by that Act. 
[See Section 12] Lord liverpoors Letter to the king, )>. 104. 



»i6 SEIGNOlUMit^SHERE. 

frMnert of ihe^t aeem mt t^ihtme^hmi #waic of, 
that when the Coinage k left to the eaite. of indifir 
^alSf they wtU consuk^rtieir. interest alone^ aod will 
hncg to the Mint that Metal only which will affoi^ 
^ihe greatest profit' upon bemg tiHroed into Mon?y ; 
or will altogether withhold Bullion of ei&ery kind, 
mhsxk it ift more advantagaous to «eU the Metal 
moworked. 

«^'"The vemaining sources of Revenue from the Mii^t, 
though far less abundant than those which have been 
numerated above, were not, however, at times^ 
thought unworthy of the notice of our Monarchs* 
r The Profit of the Shers, or (as it might with 
Y«qual propreety have been called) of the RembdV, 
''arose from the advantage which was taken of that 
"allowance for the imperfection of the Worikmen*s 
Kkill^ 

^* It cbes nol/ appear that our Princes made any 
considerable advantage of this until Queen Eliza- 
^beth^ iti her 14th year, allowed Lonison theMaster 
only eight Pence, instead of 14' Penc^ or 14 Pence 
farthing, in' every Pound, tb bear all expenses ; 
which obliged him to avail himself of the Remedy^ 
limbunting to six Pence Farthing in the Pound, as 
appears by the Report of the Commissioners ap- 
.< pointed to exapaiiie iijto this affair *^.. M^^ which 

i^ Some idea of ^ e%ieol of this Prafilb vmf Jbe formed from 

. 1^ confeision of Sir WiUiftKia Sbarin^ou^ in th^ mgHK>f Coward 

" VI. Hp 9i^ys» '* that in three yciara, he piloted hy the Shear [in 

the Mint at BFistc4> where he was Vi^-Tretoiter] same than 

j£.4000 ; answering tp the King for the Say and Sheane J9d» and 

taking the profit of tlie rest to himsdf." [Hftysesfs BurMgh*$ 

gUtePapefs, p.67.] - ^: 

*P^Hm*^ Sy^PMf hf Strypej voL II. p. 100. 



the Quettt gi mi o^mrfcii r hma.'^hy G^Aoriiditeikbm -£hrt^ 
Dec. 3 1- in*«t »idt yd^t} to coin SSlwr at « i carl 
dvrt. m finenmr and mxtf Shillings atirf threfe I^ate 
in the Pmind u^igbt^* viihkfli vue^^ ddlietvd by iak^ 
(aiB'ha^ been Mgf^0ib<tonh^il>ferJ6fi|:y*4^the aodd 
CkH^infte^dnbrs)^ . tflUngiodfbff hatf: I^^RennecIji, 
whi^ ^tnohmted tcP id»Httr£vhr^ Bdo« Fardhii^'fn 
before. Other Commissions to the 8aid)^piMipii0e 
we^e gflinted' inhere 33cl'aBi^^4th'7B»r*;'.bu^t»il her 
25th year the Subject wa^chahgtsd*2d4^en0e^ :H»bHii 
19 four Pence nionr, and the Queen . had« bu% < tfigbt 
Bence^ which is two Pence less thbn before^* ^bitih 
'together made up then sis^ Pence that bad Been 
squeezed out of these Rem^dieeti Towards ^eJatlttr 
end of her reign, and in therfirst seventeen yearsiof 
JdOfies I./thef MfDneywtas agim paid lont bjr^Telte^^ 
and therefore the Profit of the Shere came <ttti|be 
8oviireign, whMhi wasffaefoie tjieMevcbanf siT ^ 
. This Profit; upon- the Got4 Gnnsy was reeb^wied 
i^ James L in i Proolitfnatkmriof 'his' 17th (y»tar, 
wh^n he reduced the Seignorage i^. * • ' o 

» According to Violet's irept^sentaton^ in the ySar 

It seems^ however, that ^onison took^ still further advanta^^ 

and shered the Silver at* sixty ShiUings five Pence, or six Pence, 

' ^the'dold at ^.d^. S^rb^t! aiM^^ften^tft ^.2^6. 3$. 64. wfiilst 

he paid to the Queen's subjects only sixty Shillings, or j^.86. Os. Od. 

'' bf TAle ; Ibf^Mtoh daeatii Ibii'sabject poid^vm ShilUogs; iastead 

t)f IbUr SHHtiftg^ ftMr QM/^XieXitava SbiQSbgratid ma Penseoaabead 

' of one Shilling imd^^ixi FoMBe Ibrt SUrvcriu [PetiUou' froitiAhe 

Warden and^ffiier'Offic^n'of thk Minbta Ifae Lords oC.t&eiMyy 

€oiiiicii,'^GMiuiii8aiDri«i^ ap))paitdch4(ir hearii^ of Miitti 'Crises, 

e Folked, p. 137. ^ Snelling's SilvetCotnagOii^u 5^i^te. 

s ProclamationTiattl^ IfiUcary9^;tlldli(k^ 



1653, ^e Profit of the Shere amounted usually to 
eight Shillings, and sometimes to ten Shillings in 
^.100 by Tale \ 

At the great Re-coinage of Silver in the reign of 
William III. the Money was shorn at something 
more than 5^.3. 2*. 3d. per Pound *, and made cur- 
rent at ^.3. 2s. Od.; thus allowing three Pence per 
Pound weight for the Profit of the Shere, or rather 
more than eight Shillings in every hundred Pounds 
of Money. 

In the present mode of conducting the Coinage, 
Tery nearly the whole advantage of the Shere is 
given to him who brings Bullion to the Mint; 
for the Coins are, by the increased skill and atten- 
tion of the Moneyers, formed greatly within the 
Remedies allowed. Thus it will appear, from a 
i^rence to the Account of the Trial of the Kx, 
in 1799, that when the Remedy allowed has been 
1 lb. 3 oz. 18 dwt. gr., the actual deficiency has 
amounted to no more than 1 dwt. 15 gr. If the 
whole advantage of the Shere had been taken, it 
would have produced from the Coinage of about five 
years, which was then tried, nearly fourscore thou- 
sand Pounds. 

That Profit of the Shere, which arose from the 
Seignorage being taken by weight, and not by num- 
ber, is also commonly stated in the Mint Accounts. 
It is sonnetimes called simply Incrementum ; but is 
more frequently described as being derived from 
Coins which bad been received by weight, and ex- 
changed by number. In this, as in the other in- 

^ Narrative erf some remarkable Proceedings conoeming lh6 
Ships Samson^ &c. p. 91. 

> SnelliDg^s Silver Coinage, p. 53. 
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stances, it is teckaoad at the rate of^thr^ Pence in 
the Poand, excepting in the case of the smaller 
Coins, where its rate was increased, and for the Far- 
things was raised to six Pence in the Pounds. 

The last remaining source of Revenue from the 
Mint is thus stated in a MS« relating to Mint Af- 
fairs which is preserved in the Collection of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries:— "There is a weight which 
hath been used in England from the beginning, in 
the King's Mints, till of late years, and derived 
from the Troy weights ; for by the .Troy weight of 
twelve Ounces the Merchant bought his Gold aod 
Silver abroad, and by the same delivered it into t\^ 
King's Mint, receiving in counterpoize by Towar 
weight, which was tl>e Prince's prerogative^ who 
gained thereby f of an Ounce in the exchange of 
each Pound weight converted into Money, besi^ 
the gain of coining, which did rise to a great Reve- 

j The entries are in this form : " Et de xiiy*. iijd. q*. de in- 
crem'ito denarior* p'dci exit* rec' p' pond* & liber p* num'u' vide- 
li't de qualibet lib. iijc/. et de xxs. de increm'to ferlingor* rec' de 
inag*ro monete p* pood & cambit* p* num* p* idem temp* libra 
exerescente p* vid." [Mint Account in the Exchequer, 24 £L I.] 

In the reign of Richard II. this Incrementum seems to haye 
arisen to five Shillings in the Pounds as appears from the follow- 
ing entry : " Et de xlvij«. iijd. de incr'o p*uen' de p'dcis ixli. ixs. 
qa. de exit* d*ci arg* monetaf unde r*. supa videVt de quaTt libra 
rs, strung num'ro." ^[Mint Account/ 12 and 18 R. II.] 

But in a Jalier iostande the rate of Ipcremaatuia was litffe 
more than four P^nce Halfpeni\y in the Pound : *' Et de xiy^. 
vjd. de incr*o p*uen* de p*dcis cxij*. xjd. qa. de exit' d*ci Argent* 
monetag.** [Mint Account, 19 and 20 R. 11.] 

'The cause bf difference between the two entrid) I am unable 
to explain ; but I have given thein for my Readers to form their 
judgment upon them. 
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riiie; tn^ng for'er^ 30 lb. IVoy, being a Jour- 
my of Coined Money, S^^ lb. 'IVwer.^' '^ 

This was continued until the use of the Tower 
Pound, in the Mint, was forbidden' by Proclamation 
in the l8th year of Henry VIIL* 

If the amount of thes^ several Profits^ could be 
ascertained, they would probably be found to have 
constituted no uninipc^tant part of the Revenue of 
our early Monarchs ; but this cannot now be done, 
iffi jl^ dp not possess an unbroken Series of Mint 
AtCQunts for any one Reign^ It is impossibly also, 
fcfMtfee'^ame reaion, to stat^, with any precidon, 
%& aggregate sum to which the expenses of work-* 
mm^ldp arose. . 

But though we are unable to make out a regular 
account of Profit and L6ss, for periods so distant, 
that such account must be chiefly matter of curio- 
si1^,> t*e artg fortunately irot so m uch in ihe dark rc- 
specting the times whiclv haw. just passed over us, 
but are furnished with documents concerning them^ 
fr«3ftt^iii^>Af/?ffBSfe^W^^ highest importance 

LJfi[,Q,i]sf(^m^^4f4^^QQmE^^^^^^ w^s>ori- 

S»¥a|ta*5l^4iVii^e iSj^U.y^airp^^h^rJes JJ-^ and 
^afoffi#fJ^fimrflft»^l|%?t)^^f^5^h Pf]?p^r oC ^ Sta- 

tS^ftiift %lfitlK3^W #»lvs.pre^^rtUMa}f^ty^ hasi.deT 
p|f|^^<ttie,S^te<tf,allp9^ 9f.VvfffiKfv«m^ihe 

i^^Q^fclifd f ftvitlio^tityari /^9<?9W^ ^^ ?the expeo»|^ of 
WPfkiftg^tJtP S«0§5 42W9rP^RPir« »y4th the beginning 

:*>is;iii ^^^Ahtiiiki-ife^^^iJSbA^ to MiMt Affidrt. 

The'initt^^h ingxifed^b^ Sir Robert £|[ms)n. ^eef also Malynes^ 
Lex Mercatoria, Part II. chap. 8. 
• I Sec Anniilsofjthe.Califflga. ^yM- i 
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of the year 1777> and oontiafied to the.cloie.of tbe 
year 1 803^ under the following faeadiB : . , 

^. s. 4. 

Charge of Coining - - - - 9734^9 15 6 , 

Amount of Salaries * - - 110233 14, 4 

Contingencies and Incidents- 59585 3 7 

Buildings and Repairs - - 45183 5 4 

Total 488441 18 9« 



This sum gives an average of more than ^a90O9 
for each year, which exceeds the allowance for thft 
expenses of Coinage (as it was «^ttled ty Statute^ 
George I. Stat. % Chap. 43, i^nd by Statitte 2^ 
George III. Chap. 13, \ 64) by at least ^igmo 
per ahnum. » ' ^ . fh H 

OF THB J[>£PRBCIATIOK OF il^HB^ V^^Ufi Q9i 
MONEY. • ^ • ''-:'^ 

Every article which passes itr ^change betv^^eerf 
man and man is liable to alterations ' in ?ts Tal6e^ 
chiefly from these two circubisrtaneei cfombineH — 
the quantity to he disposed of, and thfe demand ft* 
\t ' Even Money itself, which is usually denottii'* 
nated the measure of the value of all other things, 
is itself subject to Vktiations, not onry from the 
ab6ve-mentidned cih!Uthstarices, in common wiifi 
all other articles, bufalso from some" which are pife- 
culiarto itself, *and whifehdtlrive their origin firbrti 
the incorrect principles upon which Money b cc»i- 
structed. In- consequence of these principles it is 

m Lord Uverpoors Letter to the King^ p. 156> note. 
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considered in a two-fold light — as a mediuin . of 
exchange between the Subjects of that Prince from 
whose Mint it issues^ and as an article of commerce 
with the rest of the world ; the latter of these in 
defiance of the Laws of althost every Nation, which 
absolately forbid the exportation of Coins, 

In the first state its value is regulated by the quan- 
tity, and the demand ; but in the second it depends, 
likewise, upon the price which the metal it is formed 
of bears in the Market. 

From the variations in the price of Bullion has 
arisen the necessity of reducing, from time to time, 
the actual weight and value of the Coins ; but their 
further depreciation, as to their effect in exchange 
for other commodities, has been influenced in a 
great measure by the increased quantity in circula- 
tion, which has reduced their value, in like manner' 
as the same circumstance will reduce the value of 
aiiy other article of exchange* That this is really 
the case, is am'ply to be proved from the progres- 
siva i^nction of the interest of Money. From the 
5th Chapter of the Statute 3 Henry VII. it should 
seem, that, by an evasive process, twenty per cent. 
were sometimes paid. But it was not until the 37th 
yeitr of Henry VIIl. that the leg^l rate of interest 
was ^determined by Statute, when it was ordained 
that not more than ten per cent, should be taken"; 
and after several reductions, at various times, it was 
brought down to five pef cent, in the I2th year of 
Qiieen Anne ^ : at which its legal rate has remained 
stationary until this present time. 

Its actual rate, however, has been perpetually, and 

n Statute 37 H. VIII. chap. 9. 

o Statute 1^ Anne, Slat. 2. chap. 16. 
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necessarily, varying, through every period, since it 
first received a legal sanction. 

During a War^ when the necessities of Govern* 
ment create a powerful competition in the Money 
Market, it cannot be procured at the interest which 
the Law has prescribed ; and even Government itself 
is obliged' to exceed the established rate, either by 
an actual increase, or by a profit which the Lender 
expects to make from the transfer of part of the se- 
curities given to him. 

When a few years of Peace have brought back a 
portion of that wealth which the War had carried 
out of the Kingdom, then the value of Money begin3^ 
to decrease, and it may be borrowed at less interesjk 
than five per cent., because the competition in the 
Market is then on the contrary side to what it waa 
befoi'e, and there exists a greater eagerness to dispose 
of Mone^ than to borrow it. 

From this, which is the natural course of things^ 
we may learn how inefiectual, and consequently 
how impolitick, it is to attempt to fix, by legal x^^ 
straints, that whiqh will ever be a matter of bargain, 
and consequently ever in a state of fluctuation. 

Another cause of the depreciation in Money is the 
product of modern times, and is derived from an ia. 
creased quantity of a substitute for actual Coins. Thi9 
has produced efifects highly to be deplored, for it ha$ 
given an apparent increase to the Money in circular 
tion, whilst in reality it has added nothing valuable 
to it; This it has done by enabling the Money to 
act in a double capacity, once in its real form wber^ 
the actual Coins are circulated, 9od again in the fotm 
of a Promissory Note, whose value is^^ in fact, founded 
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upon thoBe very Coins. When this bubble bursts/ 
which it must whenever it is blown too large^ or any 
sudden and extensive check is given to individual 
credit, the widely-spreading evil, which is now denied 
by some, will be as severely felt as was the mischiev- 
ous imposition of the South Sea Scheme. 

The political reasons by which Government is 
guided in permitting individuals to form Moiiey of 
Paper, which has no intrinsick worth, whilst it pu- 
nishes with death the striking it in real Gold and 
Silver, and forbids even the issue of Tokens (which 
are in fact promissory notes) if composed of the pre- 
cious .metals, has never yet been detailed to the 
Publick, and therefore I presume not to conjecture 
whatt its nature may be. • All I dare to contend foi* 
la this, that a Coinage which costs a man nothing 
will probably be carried to a greater extent than that 
wherein materials more costly are employed. Asa 
check upon ruinous issues of the former kind, the 
publick safety seems to require that private Bankers 
should return to Parliament regular Statements of 
their Notes which are in currency, similar to that 
which is periodically made out by the Bank of Eng- 
land. From this some judgment might be fonned 
of the proportion which their issues bear to theif 
means of responsibility. 

The prx)gi:es8 of the Depreciation of Money from 
the Norman Conquest to about the latter end of the 
iSth Century may be seen in the accurate Table 
annexed, which is borrowed from Sir George Sbuck^^ 
burgh Evelyn's Memoir on a Standard for Weight 
and Measure P. 

P Philosophical Tiransactions for 1798, Part I. 



the Mean Apj 
deduced bv Im 



A Table exhibitii > in Decimals, at different Periods, from 259> 26^>. 
the Conquest I inferred therefrom. 1 o whicli is added, 

the present Centurv, at shorter Periods, [Vol. 1 ] 




or tfte iiifeger, viz. VOO.' 



Besides most oj; viz. Bishop Fleetwood's Chronicon Pretiosum, 1st 
and 2d edit. Libe b, 1791. Collection of Ordinances and Regulations 
of the Royal Ho 1 1 th volume of the Afrhaologia, An Enquiry into the 
Prices of Wheat |igman, 1768. Dr. Smith's Wealth of Nations. Sir 
Jambs Steuart* 
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This Depreciatioit passes almost unnoticed in a 
commercial country, because it lays no check upon 
trade, which has the means of counteracting it, and 
probably of profiting by it, in its own power ; but 
a large and useful portion of the community, which 
subsists on pensions, annuities, interest of money, or 
prescriptive payments, is the innocent and unhappy 
victim of it. 

OP THE SCARCITY OP MONEY. 

The want of a sufficient quantity of Coins for the 
internal commerce of a Nation may arise from va- 
rious causes. The Annals of the Coinage of this 
Kingdom, in ancient times, will furnish instances 
where it has been occasioned by an actual deficiency 
of issues from the Mint ; but the chief cause will be 
found in the undervaluing of the Coins, which, in 
the present as well as in former times, has made it 
profitable to reduce them into Bullion. To the ef- 
fects of this strange policy, and the co-operation of 
unfavourable exchanges, the disappearance of the 
Coins after they have been put in currency is, I be- 
lieve, principally to be imputed. 

OF THE INTRODUCTION OF FOREIGN COINS. 

The motives for the adoption and legitimation pf 
Foreign Money, in this Kingdom, were sometimes 
an- incapacity to keep up, from the produce of our 
own Mints, a constant supply of circulating medium ; 
and at others, probably, a wish to accommodate 
the Merchants, who, when the balance of trade was 
in favour of this Country, brought a considerable 

VOL. I. s 
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quantity of Foreign Specie^ into it. Other reasons 
will be found to have co-operated with these^ at dif- 
ferent times. 

In the Anglo«Saxoti and early Anglo-Norman pe- 
riods the want of native Gold Coins occasioned the 
circulation of Bezants. 

Our Conquests in France introduced the Coins of 
that Nation. 

The Union of the Two Crowns of England and 
Scotland, under James I., produced a great influx of 
Scottish Money. 

For a long time the balance of trade with Por- 
tugal was so much in favour of this Country, that 
immense quantities of the Coins of that Kingdom 
were annually brought over. These were - per- 
mitted to be current, and were circulated all over ' 
England, but more especially in the Western Coun- 
ties, where, about the beginning of the 1 8th century, 
very little of any other Gold Money was to be found. 

Since these were withdrawn, which happened 
tshortly after the middle of the same century, no Fo- 
reign Money has been current, except small quanti- 
ties of French Silver, which were surreptitiously 
brought in at the latter end of that century, on ac- 
count of the deficiency of legal Coins. 



I shall now close this. Introductory Discourse, and 
proceed to the Annals of the Coinage, some parts of 
which it is calculated to explain. 
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ANNALS OF THE COINAGE 
OF BRITAIN, &c. 



X HE Inhabitants of Britain^ who, by their insular 
situation^ were nearly separated from th^ rest of 
mankind, seem to have made less progress toward 
civilization than their neighbours on the Continent, 
when Caesar landed upon their coaft;» about the 
699th year of Rome, or 55 years before the Chris- 
tian aera. He describes them as a people then just 
emerging from barbarism^ and no further acquainted 
with Commerce than to have discovered that it 
could not; be conducted by simple barter alojaeS 
This the Eastern Britons probably le^ri^ed from the 
Gaulish Merchants, who carried on a slight degree 
of traffick with them ; whilst those of the Western 
parts derived it from the Phoenicians, then the great 
traders of the world, with whom an intercourse had 
for some centuries subsisted, for the purchase of ^ 
Tin, at that time supposed to be the peculiar pro- 
duct' of Britain, or the British Isles. It is, however, 
difficult to ascertain, from Caesar's account, whether 
the Britons had proceeded so far as actually to coin 
Money, or whether they were not contented with 
rude pieces of brass, and iron rings or plates, r^gwi- 

at Caesar de Bello Gallico^ lib. V, 

s 2 
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lated to a certain weight. The more precious me- 
tals^ if his statement be correct, did not circukte 
amongst them \ 

Were his accuracy^ and extent of information, en- 
tirely to be depended upon, no other eridoice would 
be necessary to prove, that the Coins which are 
usually attributed to the early British Kings belong 
to some other nation, for diey occur in Gold and 
Silver, as well as in the inferior metals to which his 
description, provided it should be takoi to intend 
actual Money, absolutely confines them. I know 
not indeed on what ground the authority of Cssar, 
as to this point, can be impeached. It was his in- 
terest rather to magnify than to diminish the value 
and importance of his conquest; and the reasons 
which are assigned by Suetonius for his invasion of 
Britain, and his character lor rapacity after plunder ^, 
forbid the possibility of a suspicion that he should 
have neglected to make sufficient inquiries on a sub- 
ject so interesting as the wealth of its inhabitants. 
Nor is it possible that he should have penetrated to 
any considerable distance from the coast, without 
discovering, either in the plundered habitations, or 

^ Id. ibuL In the first editku <tf the Gommentaiies, printed 
at Rome io 1469, folio, the passage stands thus : " Utuntnr 
tamea sre, ut nmnino anreo, aut amnilis ferrns, ad ootmn 
pondus eiaminatis, pro nammis.'* In subsequent editions it is 
vuy much connpted. 

< ''Britamuam petisse spe m ai garitarom, ^numm amplitudi- 
nem oonfamt^m, inladnm sua maun cjBeg i aa e pondus,^ Sue- 
tonius, lib. I. cap. 47. 

" In Gallia fima, teraplaque DeOun donis refota espilaTit $ 
tD^es diroit, sepius ob pncdam qnum ob delictum.** Id. cap. 
54. 
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about the persons of those slain in battle, some 
traces of a Coinage of the more precious metals «*. 

Had he stated the nature of the tribute which he 
imposed upon Cassivellan, the question respecting 
British Money would have been decided, for without 
doubt it consisted of the best things which the land 
afibrded. But he has described it only in general 
terms ^ ; which authorize a suspicion that it was of 
a kind too mean to be particularized. 

If we proceed to examine the Coins themselves, 
they furnish no proofs to justify their appropriation 
to any Country. The far greater part of them is 
without any legend ; and on the rest are to be found 
only initial letters, or at most single syllables, which 
by the ingenuity of Antiquaries have been compelled 
to express any meaning they have thought fit to 
adopt ^ As many of these letters are applicable to 
the names of Gaulish Princes which are mentioned 
by Caesar or Tacitus, it is possible that the Coins 
which bear them might have been brought into 

d As the people of Kent were, according to his character of 
them *, the most civilized inhabitants of the Island, it is proba- 
ble that if money were to be found amongst the Britons, it would 
hare been discovered in their possession. 

e Caesar de Bello Gallico, lib. V. 

f See Dr. Stukeley*s twenty-thr^ Plates > where he has pressed 
into the British service Coins of almost every nation upon earth. 
It it true that these Plates were not published by Dr. Stukeley 
himself 3 but he had frequently spoken of them, and of British 
Coins in general, in such a manner as to prove bis intention of 
publishing them, and consequently to justify his executor, so hr 
as Dr. Stukeley*s reputation as a Numismatist was concemeid, iii 
giving them to the world. See Pkilseographia Sacra, p. 66 -, and 
Letter to Macpherson on his publication of Fingal, pp. 8, iu 

* Caesar de Bello Gallico, lib. V. 
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Britain from Gaul. This opinion has^ however, 
been strongly combated by Borlase, who says that 
^^ no Coins exactly similar to those found in Britain 
have ever been discovered, in any number, in any 
other Country ;" and, ipore expressly) he declares 
that ^^ not one ever appears to have been dug up in 
Gaul/ s If this assertion be admitted in its fullest 
extent, but little doubt can remain that these Coins 
are correctly appropriated to Britain, where they are 
so frequently found in considerable numbers. The 
words of Caesar, however, forbid me to admit that 
they were in existence when h^ landed on this 
Island, and therefore, if they be British, their origin 
must be referred to some period subsequent to his 
second invasion, and prior to Cunobeline's improve- 
ment of his Coins, in imitation of the Roman 
Money. This it is true will give but a short space 
for their formation ; but the supposition appears to 
me more plausible than any which may be formed 
in direct opposition to Caesar's account. Specimens 
of this Money, in various metals, will be found in 
the Plates K 

'The earliest Coin which can, with the least ap- 
pearance of probability^ be attributed to any particu- 
lar British Monarch, bears upon it the letters sego, 
possibly for Segonax^ He was one of the v four 
petty Kentish Monarchs who, by the command of 
Cassivellan, attacked Caesar's camp upon his se- 
cond invasion of Britain. They were defeated, 

R History of Cornwall, 2d edit, pp, ^9, 271. 

h See Plates 1^ .2> 3, and 4. It may^observed that €uii(^ieline*s 
earUest Coins bear no slight resemblanoe to some of the qieci- 
mens in these Plates.' / 

i British Coins, Plate IV. 
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and Cassivellan immediately submitted to the Con- 
queror K 

The probability that this Coin is British is some- 
what strengthened by the word tascio which appears 
upon it, for the first time, but is afterward repeatedly 
found upon the Money of a succeeding Monarch, 
of whose Coins a considerable number has been pre- 
served. 

On entering upon his reign, we are able to attain to 
a greater certainty of appropriation than the preced- 
ing Coin afforded. The name of Cunobeline written 
at length can leave but little hesitation as to what 
name is intended by the abbreviations cvi*, cvno, 
and c VNOBELI ; and the union of some of those abbre- 
viations with CAMv and camvl, the leading letters of 
Camulodunum [Colchester], the capital of Cunobe- 
Kne's Kingdom \ forms a coincidence not easily to 
be accounted for, if we refuse to receive the Coins as 
the production of that Monarch's Mints. 

Of Cunobeline little more is known than that he 
reigned over the Cateuchlani, the Trinobantes, and 
the Dobuni, and that his dominions extended from 
the coasts of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, across the 
Island Westward, to the banks of the Severn. He 
is supposed to have reigned during the times of Au- 
gustus, Tiberius, and Caligula, and to have been 
brought up by the former of these Emperors "*. 

As no author has afforded any information respect- 
ing the state of the arts under his government, our 
ideas must be derived from his Coins, which are the 

^ Caesar de Bello Gallico, lib. Y. 
I It is expi-essly called so by Dio Cassius. 
*n Jefirey of Monmouth*s British History, Book IV. chap. xi. 
Suetonius, in the life of Caligula. 
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only specimens that have been preserved to these 
times. The tj^s of the greater part are apparently 
formed upon the model of the Roman Money, and 
their resemblance to it adds considerable weight to 
the account which Jeffrey of Monmouth has given 
of the friendship which subsisted between Cunobe- 
line and the Romans **. On some of these Coins the 
name of the Monarch is given with a Latin termina^ 
tion ; and the devices which are impressed upon 
others are evident imitations of the Coins of Augustus 
Caesar. All the letters are plainly Romans But itis 
in outward appearance alone that these Coins agree 
with the Roman Money of that period in which Cu- 
nobeline is generally supposed to have reigned, for in 
weight they are widely different p. The cause of this 
variation from the prototype in so important a point 
cannot now be ascertained ; but it seems to justify a 
suspicion that the weights were regulated in confor- 
mity with other British Money then current ; and in 
confirmationof this suspicion, it may be observed, that 
some of theCoins which bear the united names of Cu- 
nobeline and Camulodunum, resemble in type those 
which are usually attributed to earlier British Kings. 
On many of the Coins with the name of Cu- 
nobeline a word appears that has occasioned much 
controversy, but without any elucidation of its mean- 
ing, which still remains involved in impenetrable 
obscurity. It is commonly written tascio, but 
sometimes tascia. By some Antiquaries it has 

» Jeffrey of M onmouf h> as above. 

o Plates of British Coins, IV. and V. See ^ Alphabet formed 
from the legends of Gaulish Coins in Bouterou^, p. 157> the pecu- 
liar letters of which do not appear on any of Cunobeline*s ]M[oney. 

P See Explanations of the above Plates. 
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been supposed to signify Tribute, and that the Mo- 
ney so stamped was intended for the particular pui^ 
pose of paying the impositions which the Romans 
had laid upon the Britons ^. Though this opinion 
bear the sanction of great names, yet it cannot be 
admitted without further proof than the uncertain 
supposed derivation from Tag ;• whether that British 
term be considered as equivalent to taxatio, or as cte- 
signating the dignity of chief or prince by whom 
the tribute was to be paid ; for, I bdieve, no other 
instance can be produced of a Coinage expressly 
formed for one peculiar kind of payment only ; and 
that Coinage also of workmanship so rude as not 
to be calculated for currency amongst the people U> 
whom it was to be paid. That Tascio has not the 
meaning of King, or Chief, appears probable, from 
its being found on the Reverse of a Coin of Cuno- 
beline, who is styled Cunobelinus Rex on the Ob- 
verse '. 

Mr. Wise inclined to think that it meant the 
name of either a people or a city ; and fancied that 
his conjecture was confirmed by discovering in 
Pliny, Lib. 3, *^ tascodvnitari cononiensis, Gal^ 
luB Narbonensis Populum r or, ^s Harduin read the 
words from MSS. tascodvni tarvcvnokienses *^ 

According to the interpretation of other learned 
men, tascio is the name of the Moneyer. To this 
explanation, though it is doubtless much more plau- 

q Camdbn> on the authority of Dr. Powell. Gough*s Britan- 
niSL, vol. I. p. Ixv. Baxt£r> Glossary in voce. Clilte, Hist of 
England^ vol. L p. 98. Pbttingal> Dissertation on the Tascia. 

r See Plate V. No 19. 

^ Num. Antiq. in Scriniis Bo()leianis reconditorum Cat^ogus, 
p. 226. 
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sible than the former^ there are objections which 
cannot easily be obviated. In the first j^ace it will 
be difficult to prove that tascio or tascia is a Ro- 
man or British name ; and in the next place, the 
custom of placing the Moneyer's name upon the 
Coins is of modern origin when compared with the 
date of this Money ; it is also a circumstance not 
readily to be accounted for, that only one other in- 
stance is known where any word which can be sup- 
posed the name of a Moneyer* occurs, although 
nearly forty varieties of Cunobeline's Coins have been 
discovered. 

If however a Moneyer be intended by this word, 
it is clear that he had no connection with the Mint 
at Camulodunum, as it is not to be found on the 
various Coins whereon the name of that place is 
impressed ; but appears either alone, or joined with 
VA. VAN. VANi. VANIT. or NOVA, which I kuow not 
how to explain, or with ver, which is with great 
probability supposed to mean Verulam ; for verla- 
MIC is found, at length, on Coins of similar work- 
manship ; and the importance of this city, the ca- 
pital of Cunobeline's original dominions, would in 
all probability entitle it to the privilege of a Mint. 

In consequence of the connexion between the 
names of Cunobeline and tascio, those Coins which 
bear the latter name, without the former, are usually 
attributed to that Monarch ; and the propriety of 
this appropriation is in some measure confirmed by 
the similarity in style of the Coins themselves. 

* That is, soLiDO. See Appendix to Plates of British and 
Anglo-Saxon Coins, Plate XXIX. Another Coin reads tascio 
▼RiooN, which 1 know not how to explain. See the same 
Plate. 
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If the MonejT which bears the name of Verulam 
be rightly given to Cunobeline, it should ^eem that 
he had two Mints established in his dominions ; one 
at that place, now St. Alban's in Hertfordshire, 
and the other at Camulodunum, now Colchester in 
Essex ^. 

. It is probable that the British Coinj^e closed with 
the Money of this Monarch ; for in a very few years 
after his decease the second subjection of Britain 
took place^ under Claudius; and was so compleat 
and severe, that the country became rather a Roman 

▼ The opinion of a late eminent Antiquary on this subject must 
not be concealed, although it attempts to annihilate^ at one blow, 
all British Coinage whatsoever. He says, " it is easy to demon- 
strate that the Coins of Cunobelin> on which the advocates for the 
existence of British Money build their principal proofs, together, 
with all the rest of the British series exhibited and speciously ex- 
plained by Camden, Thoresby, and Walker, are either pieces of 
Saxon Mintage in England, or were imported by the Saxons 
firom Germany, or by the Romans from their conquered pro- 
Tinoes. To suppose that some of them were Northern, and that 
they found their way into England, after Rome had been sacked 
in the great Gothick migration, would open a new and ample 
field of rational hypothesis." Wartoa*s Specimen of a History of 
Oxfordshire, 2d edition, p. 68. 

Had the l^med author been at all conversant with Saxon 
Coinage, he would never have hazarded so untenable a position^ 
as that the Money which bears the name of Cunobeline could be 
referred to the workmanship of that people. 

The whole extract, which is in every part unsupported by any 
thing like proof, exhibits a striking example of the ease with 
which the firmest mind may be warped by a preconceived hypo- 
thesis. Warton borrowed this idea from his friend Wise, who 
derived it from Salmon's Survey of England. [Num. antiq. Serin. 
Bodleianis recond. Catalogus, p. 328.] That^ however, which 
was only conjecture with Wise and Salmon^ became absolute 
proof to the mind of Warton. 
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than a British Island. Among other circumstances 
which prove the entire subjugation of the Britons, 
the edict which ordained that all Money current 
amongst them should bear the imperial stamp, is 
peculiarly conclusive. This fact is related by Gil- 
das^, and is warranted by the usual practice of the 
Romans ^. 

That this prohibition wj^s followed up by. the esta- 
blishment of Roman Mints in Britain is highly 
probable, although no satisfactory evidence can be 
brought forward to prove the feet. That which is 
usually adduced is nothing more than initial letters 
upon the Coins, which are equally applicable to 
many other places within the Roman Empire, where 
Mints were undoubtedly situated *. The Coins of 
^ , Carausius and Allectus, the seat of whose Empire 

*^ 7 ^'' was in Britain, have a strong claim to be considered 
-i^H^uw ^^ ^^^ production of British Mints, but by no meanr 
lTL ^ ^^^*^^d ^^^^ ^^^ t'^^ dominions of both those Em- 
^y^ /^ perors extended to the Continent, and one of them 
V^^^/y at least was acknowledged as partner in the general 
r^ jL^^^^ Empire, and had in consequence correspondence 
Cj. and connection with the places where Mints had 
^ • / been long established. The Coins themselves fur- 
^^ • nish no evidence to determine the question ; though, 
7^^ ^^^j^^oxxi single letters or syllables upon theoi, the exist- 

A**^ "^ w De excidio Britannue^ cap. 5. 

Un^Hu^^ ^^fU. w It is observable that those Britons who retired into Wales 
^t^^ ti^^L. never struck Money during their state of independence upon the 
jy^^f- r Monarchs of England 3 neither was any Money ever coined spe- 
cially for them after they were conquered by Edward L 
*^* X Fabian Philips says that Julius Caesar coined leather "money 

^ i>yl0/fU^ in Britain^ but quotes no authority for the strange assertion, 
/fc, Jm^M- See Archaeologia, vol. Xlll. pp. 187, 188. x.^ 

^ '^M.l ky ^ ^^ -y^ ^.4^ A-,-^A^^^^^- 
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ence of various Mints in Britain during the reign of 
Carausius has been fancifully determined y. 

The Romans, having kept possession of their Con- 
quests in Britain nearly 400 3^ears, totally deserted 
that Island about the middle of the 5th century. 

7 Dr. Stukeley (who, to adopt Dr. Johnson's expression, " bent 
a keen eye on vacancy") hesitates not to point out the particular 
places where many o^ the Coins of Carausius were minted, and 
likewise to determine the precise days on which most of them 
were struck. According to him the Mints were these : 

c Cataractonium ; the Thomburgh Mint at Cateric. In 
another place this Mint is removed to Cireucester, from 
the evidence of the same Coin. Pakeographia Britan-* 
nica. No HI. p. 21. 

CLA. Clausentum -, Southampton. 

iM. Isurium Monetarium ; Aldborough, Yorkshire. 

ML. Monetarium Londlnense ; London. 

M. Menapia; St. David's. 

R. Rutupium; Kichborough. 

s. Sorbioduni; OldSarum. Medallic History of Carausius, 
Book I. p. 278. 

But though no evidence exists of the working of legitimate 
Roman Mints in Britain, there is, however, sufficient proof that 
counterfeiters of their Money carried on their operations here. ^ . 
Several hundred moulds fbr casting Roman Coins were discovered ' . 

at Edington, in Somersetshire, in the year 1801, in consequence^ .^'*^^*^ 
of a disclosure of them at some former period, which is recorded ^^"^"^ ^ ^^-^ 
in Mr. Cough's Camden, vol. I. p. 71. That these were the tools ^^ a^/^ru.^^ 
of counterfeiters is evident from this circumstance, that moulds V^*^ ^ "^ • 
for the Coins of different Emperors, &c. were found together,'^'»*nv^ ^ ^-*^^ 
namely, for Sevenis, Julia his wife, Caracalla, Geta, Macrinus, ^' ^ ^/^<^ 
Elagabalus, Alexander Severus, Maximih, Maximus, Plautilla,-^ z-^^/ ^^'^ 
Julia Paula, and Julia Mammfea j for the casting of these at the ^^y^ ^^'^ 
same time could only take place in the hands of illegal cdners.'^ ^^-^w^^^ 
One Coin, which was principally of tin, was found in the moulds, ^ v^^t^ f^ 
and a lump of the same metal was also dug up with them. Other ^^^ ^^ 
moulds for the same purpose have been discovered at Ryton in ^^^-/'^'^^ 
Shropshire, and at Lingivel in Yorkshire. See Archalogia, vol. '^ "^ ^^^ 
XIII. p. 99. ■Ci^^.^.^-^rtc 

^^^ ^A>^ ^V^^j^ £^ tA^/->K ^<^ ^erz^ "ifc-^^tiitk: ^/'^ ^-- 
/»^^*- X^^ /te^ /^^.^t^. A^ «/X*K^ ^^^^ ;U^t^ Ay^^,£^/fr^. 
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Soon after their departure^ the Britons^ who bad 
been previously weakened by their tyranny and op- 
pression, and were now left totally defenceless by 
the withdrawing of the Legions, were compelled to 
solicit the aid of the Saxons, to protect them against 
the inroads of their powerful neighbours. The 
required assistance was readily granted; but the 
Saxony, having in the character of allies, once got 
footing in the kingdom, soon settled themselves too 
firmly to be removed, and by degrees brought the 
whole country under their subjection. The con- 
quered were then compelled to adopt the laws and 
customs, and, in a great measure, the language of 
their conquerors, and were at length so intimately 
mingled with them as to form one people under the 
common denomination of Anglo Saxons. 

They were not, however, at first under the govern- 
ment of a sole Monarch, but seven (as they are 
more usually numbered, though in fact they were 
eight*) distinct Kingdoms were formed, at diflferait 
periods, as the Commanders of the invading armies 
were able to establish jtheir authority, and of various 
extent in proportion to their power. 

Until these petty Dominions were entirely sub- 
dued, the Roman Money probably continued to 
circulate in them ; but, when their respective Sove- 
reigns were quietly settled on their thrones, they 
established Mints, which appear to have been regu- 
lated by laws brought with them from the Conti- 
nent. This conclusion is formed from their dissi- 

z They are thus enumerated by Rudborne : Kent 3 South 
Saxons; East Saxons; East Angles; West Saxons; Merciaj 
Northiunberland, divided into two kingdoms^ Deira^ and Ber- 
nicia. Hist. Major Wintoniensis, p. 187. 
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milarity to those by which the Roman Mints were 
governed, and which alone were then in force on 
this Island. It has, however, been doubted whether 
the Saxons possessed, at their arrival in Britain, any 
knowledge of the art of Coinage ; and the account 
which Tacitus gave of that people, at the latter end 
of the first century, has been strangely insisted on 
as ^ descriptive of their manners, after a lapse of 
nearly four hundred years*. In truth, the state of 
the arts amongst them at that period, and during 
the following century, is involved in almost impe- 
netrable obscurity. History is totally silent, and 
scarcely any relicks are to be found; but those few 
which do remain are fortunately such as will eluci- 
date the subject of our enquiry. Sceattse are known 
of the early Kings of Kent, some of which must 
have been struck within the sixth century; and 
there are others so similar to them in type as to jus- 
tify their appropriation to the same people, but 
which, from their symbols, were evidently coined 
before their conversion to Christianity *>, and were, 
therefore, probably brought with them from the 
Continent. 

Those who deny that the Saxons possessed any 
knowledge of the art of Coinage before they landed 
in Britain, will find it extremely difficult to point 
out the source from whence they derived it after 

a Pegge's Assemblage of Coins fabricated hfy Archbishops of 
Canterbury, p. 42. 

b See Plates of Sceattae, where several will be found without 
the distinguishing mark of Christianity. It is also wanting on 
the Sceatta of Ethilbert I. King of Kent, in whose reign the con- 
version of the Saxons from Paganism, by St. Augustine, com- 
menced. See Plate III. 
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their arrival; fat the Anglo-Saxon Monejr bears not, 
either in form, type, or. weight, the least lesemblance 
to those Coins which at that time were the carreat 
specie of the Island ^. This must necessarily have 
been composed c^ Roman Monffy with, pos^ly, a 
small intermixture of the British, neither of which 
could have been the prototype of the Saxon. That 
the barbarous w^kmanship of the British Coins 
should not have excited their imitation is not sur^ 
prising ; but that they should have continued their 
own rude mode of coining, in preference to die 
bei^utiful.'specimens of Roman art whidi were eon- 
st^tly before their eyes, must be ascribed to a 
rooted detestation of that people, whose oppression 
they had experienced, and whose manners and cus- 
toms they therefore abhorred to follow. 

No records of the internal Constitution of the 
Heptarchic Mints have hitherto been discovered, 
for their Laws are entirdy silent upon the subject, 
and all the information which can be collected irom 
the Coins which remain is merely this, that the 
Money was of equal weight and, probably, fineness 
with the later Anglo-Saxon Pennies ; and that the 
Moneyers stamped their names upon it ; but that 
the custom of adding the place of mintage was of 
very rare occurrence, and almost soldy confined to 

*^ Amongst the almost umumerably various types which are 
found .upon the Anglo-Saxon Money^ there are only two known 
which can with any possibility be derived from the Romans. 
These are> a Sceatta> unappropriated [Plate I. No 25], and a 
Ftsxny of Ethilbert 11. [Plate 1U.]> both of which bear on the 
reverse an uncouth representation of the Wolf, with Romulus 
and Remus. 
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the Ecclesiftstical Coins of Canterbury^. When 
the Heptarchy was dissolved, and its difierent 
Kingdoms were united in one Sovereignty, it ap- 
pears that the Mints were regulated by laws framed 
in the Wittenagemote,^ or Great Council of the 
Nation, altl^ough theMoneyers are expressly, said 
to be the King's «. Besides the Roytil Mints, there 
were others in which the privilege of coining was 
exerdsed by the Archbi^ops of Canterbury and 
York, as well under the Heptarchic Kings as under 
the sole Monardiy^ 

The weight which was used in these Mints dif- 
fered from that which was applied to commercial 
purposes i^, and was probably brought with fbem 
from the Continent, as it varied considerably from 
the Roman, which it exceeded in power, and was 
nearly similar to that which is still used in Germany 
for the regulation of Money, and Which has long 
been known in that country by the naniie of the 
Cologne Pound \ It has been conjectured that the 

d See Plate III. Befclred, No l ; the earliest insCcnce of the 
name of a Mint on an Heptarchic Coin. 

e Leges -ffithelstani. Wilkins, Leges Anglo-Saxonicse, p. 59, 

^ See a more enlarged account of the Ecclesiastical Mints, in 
the Introduction to the Account of the several Mints which have 
at various times existed in Britain, ukL its dependencies^ 

S That Pound consisted of fifteen ounces. See Bromtoni 
Col. 899. 

h The old Tower, or Saxon Ounce^ as Troy Grains. Dec. 
taken from the Accounts in our Exdiequer, 
A.D. 1527 ... . V - 450,, — 

The present C<^nia Ounce - • • 451. 38 

The Strasbu^ Ounoe> firom Standards 
made 1238 - ' 45L 38 

VOL. I. T 
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Saxons derived this weight, and its apj)licatioQ to 
Money, from the Greeks, in consequence of their 
mercantile intercourse with that people ; and the 
conjecture has been supported by the following ar- 
guments. First, the near resemblance of the Gre- 
cian and Anglo-Saxon weights and measures, both 
of length and capacity. Secondly, the forming the 
greater weights and estimates upon the same com* 
binations of the Pound. This is instanced in the 
nummulary Talent, which was in common use by 
the Greeks, and according to which the Anglo- 
Saxons rated their greater fines, that is, by multi- 
ples of 60 Pounds. The Talent was also common 
to both people as a weight, and continues to be so 
used in the Mint to this day ; for the journey erf 
Silver, or the quantity which is weighed off at one 
time, is sixty pounds, and the journey of Gold one 
fourth of that weight. Thirdly, the common way 
of reckoning Money among the Saxons, by Pounds^ 
Shillings, and Pence, which resembles the Greek 
Minae, Drachmae, and Oboli. 

And, lastly, their mode of stating fractions, or 
parts of quantities, which is exactly similar to the 
Greek idiom. For J?jut>t)e halpe hunt), and peojiSe 
bealp hunb, two hundred and fifty, and three hun- 
dred and fifty, are exactly equivalent to mip/Fw 
iJjxiTaXavTov, and ISoSo/jlov r^inroLKamov^ four Talents 
and a half, and six Talents and a half, one half part 

The old Saxon oi: Tower Ounce, fix)m the Troy Grains. Dec. 
Chamber of Accounts at Paris, about Ed- 
ward the Illd's time, after 13^7 - - 461. 7« 

Clarke's Connexion, p. 24. 

From a passage in Matthew P&ois it appears^ that in 194^ the 
German Money was somewhat tighter than the English. P. 665. 



of each ihdividual number or sum being deducted in 
all the instances*. 

But, hotwithstandiilg the resemblances here traced, 
it by no means follows that the Saxons must neces- 
sarily have been imitators of the Greeks. For, it is 
scarcely credible that they should have borrowed so 
much from them, without having borrowed some- 
thing more ; audit might with reason be expected 
that some at least of their nummary terms should be 
referable to the Greek language. As thh is clearly 
not the case ^, it is to be suspected that both the 
Greeks and Saxons derived their ideas of Mbney 
from one common source; that is, either imme- 
diately or mediately from Egypt, the grand reservoir 
from which science overspread the earth. The pre- 
cise weight of the Saxon Motiey Pbund cannot now 
be ascertaiiled by positive evidence, becausfe the 
Coins (the only authorities remaining from whence 
it might have been deduced) are df such rude arid 
unequal workmanship, that tto eertaiih coricliisidris 
can be draWn from them to that point. Presump- 
tive evidence, however, is riot waritrrig to shew that 
it was the satrie as that which was so long known in 
our Mints by the name of the Pbund Tower ^ 

i Cl2ffke*s Connexion of the Roman, Saxon> and Engl&h Coins, 
p. 98, &c. 

k Mr. Clarke, at p. 36, gives a short specimen of the affinity 
between the Greek and the Saxon languages, in which not a 
single instance of any term relating to Money occurs, and^ in the 
only word which b connected with the subject of our inquiry, 
coneiderable etymological enthusiasm will be necessary to trace 
a resemblance between the Greek »x^^i and the Saxon ]>iht. 

1 Mr. Folkes first made this important discovery. See Table 
of English Silver Coins, p. 3, note *. 

T 2 
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When William the Conqueror ratified the Laws 
of Edward the Confessor, he declared that the 
weights and measures, which had been established 
by his pfedeeessors should stiil continue to be used"'. 
That the Mints were regulated according to this 
declaration, not only during his reign, but also in 
those of his successors, until the 28th of Edward I. 
may be inferred from the" Coins of that period, which 
have this agreement with the Saxon Pennies, that 
thjey are of the same standard of fineness, and that 
the heaviest of them are equal to, but never exceed, 
the weight of the largest of those Coins, whilst the 
sm^lest do aot f^ll short of the lightest which have 
beei3i' hitherto discovered. 

The f Saxon Pound was also, like the Pound 
Tower, divided into twelve ounces \ 

If this supposition of the identity of the Saxon 
Pound and the Pound Tower be just, then the 
weight of the former .will be equal to 5400 Troy 
grains, being three quarters of an ounce lighter than 
the. Pound of that denomination; for , that is de* 
dared to l^ the proportion of the Pounds Tower 
and Troy in a Proclamation, of the l8th of Henry 
VI I L With this Estimate, the size of both the 
Saxon and early Norman Pennies agree, as nearly 
as could be expected from the rude workmanship of 

m Wilkins's Leges Anglo-Saxonics^ p. 228. 

n Thi^ appears from a Treatise de Compute, which has been 
ascribed to Bede^. It says. Libra, sive As, est duodecim unda- 
nim. Clarke*s Connexion, p. 14. 



* As this Treatise was written in the year 960 [See Smith's edition of 
Bede, p. 814], it could not be the composition of Bede, who died before 
the middle of the 8tb century. 
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those times ; for^ according^ to it^ each Penny should 
weigh 22§ Tfoy grains, which many of them actu- 
ally do, and very few indeed of ttem exceed. That 
some of them fall short of this weight may be ac* 
counted for, with great probability, partly from the 
inaccuracy of the workmen, and partly from the 
necessities of the Monarch by whose command they 
were struck. 

Before we proceed to enumerate the Coins which 
were formed as prc^rtions of this Pound, it will be 
necessary to clear the way by determining whether 
the Saxons coined any Grold. As this question has 
been a good deal agitated, and still remains uns^t- 
tl^d, it may be proper to enter into it at some 
length. The chief arguments on the affirmative are 
to be found in the works of Mr. Clarke <> and Dp. 
PeggeP. . 

The former b^ins by stating, that *^ the Laws of 
all Nations, in their Jirst settlements at least, esti- 
mate all their sums of Money either by such num^ 
mulary weights, or such Coins, as were then cer* 
tainly in use among them. Making payments, op 
fixing penalties, in such denominations of Money a£| 
were not then in being, was a thing utterly unknown : 
these are the effects of time, when, by revolutions in 
the state, or distress in the finances, the Govern-* 
ment is obliged to take new measures, and alter 
their Coins. The Salic !Laws estimate every single 
fine in such Coiiis as were then actually current iq 

o Clarke*s Connexion of the Roman^ Saxon^ and English Coins^ 
4to. London, 1767. 

P Pegge's Series of Dissertations on some Anglo-Saxon Re< 
xnain8> 4to. London, 1756. 
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France as appears by the sereral sorts oi them now 
remaining.^ ^ 

Without the qoalifyiog words which I have giveq 
in Italicks^ this argument is inadmissible, and with 
them it is totally inafqplicable to the case as it is 
made out by Mr. Clarke : for the earliest instance 
which he has produced with a date is in the year 
876^ more than four centuries after the arrival of the 
Saxons in Britain ; a period sufficiently loi^ for all 
the effiscts of time, which he speaks of, to have taken 
place. Mr. Clarke thus proceeds: ^^ Purchases of 
otates were made, and legacies bequeathed, in Man- 
cuses, by waght Can it be believed that mere ideal 
Money was ever ordered to be paid by weight ?^ ' 
He afterwards says, that '^ pa^J^ii^ Money by 
weight is a sufficient proof that it was no nominal 
estimate.** * 

This argument, if pursued to its utmost extent, 
¥rill prove more than its author intended to assert ; 
for what then will be .the Sohdi ad Pondu!^ and the 
Librae ad Pondus, of Domesday Book ? If they are 
to be considered as actual Coins because they w^re 
paid by weight, we shall be reduced to the absurdity 
of admitting that the Penny, the Shilling, and the 
Pound, were of equal weight, for they are so stated 
to be in that Record. We there find, Denar' qui 
sunt xx*» in ora^; Sol. de xx*» in ora' ? Lib. de xx^ 
in on ^ ; all of which appear to bear the same pror 
portion to the ounce. But this ajqpearance is occa- 
sioned by the brief and, in consequence, obscure 
manner of statement. When they are written at 

q Claiice*8 Connexion, p. 27^ ^ Conneaooii, p. 973. 

s Id. p. 291, note [t]. t Domesday Book, toL 1. fiOial. 

«ild.foLll,b. * Id. folio 34. 
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lengthy they appear tbus^ without any possibility of 
their being misunderstood : Solid, de den' xx^ in 
ora * ; or Lib. de denar* qui sunt xx** in ora y. 
Weight, therefore, is no proof that the Money to 
which it is annexed was an actual Coin, but only ' 
.that it was a determinate quantity of known Coins. 
Nor, if it should be admitted as such proof, would 
it go the length which Mr. Clarke's object requires, 
which is to prove that tlie Mancus was a Saxon 
Coin. 

But, says he, ^^as specific l^cies were left in 
Mancuses, is it not evident that they were En^ish 
Coins ? During the long and frequent currency of 
Portugal Gold in this Kingdom, I never heard that 
any legacies were left in Moidores, or six and thirty 
Shilling Pieces."^ 

These two cases are, however, by no means paral- 
lel ones. During the time that the Portu^l Money 
circulated in this kingdom, there existed likewise a 
lawful Gold Coin, or, more properly speaking, a 
denomination of Coin which would appear in all 
legal acts. I say denomination of Coin, ^cause I 
believe a legacy in Guineas instead of Pounds is of 
almost as rare occurrence as one in Portugal Money. 
But, supposing that a bequest of Moidores should 
be found, would it any more amount to a proof that 
they were English Coins, than a \egkcj in Pounds* 
proves them to be actual Coins ? 

Mr. Clarke proceeds thus: /^Gold was sufl^aently 
plentiful amongst the Saxons % and had been coined 
in almost all the Gothic Settlements ever since the 

X Domesday Book, vol. I. Mo 2> b. 7 Id. fol. 1. 

» Connexion, p. 276. » Id. p. 376. . 
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subversion of the Roman Govemm^it. Therefore 
our Monarchs^ now grown paore considerable, and 
ranking higher in Europe^ must have followed their 
example/' ^ 

This MUST^ is a round assertion^, but no proof. 
The Author states that Gold had been coined in 
almost all the Gothic Settlements^ consequently not 
in all; and the same reasons^ whatever they were, 
which prevented coining in some of the Godiic Set- 
tlements, might also have prevented coining by the 
Saxons. 

"Where the Drachms were the Goldsmiths^ 
we^ts, they were likewise the common Coins. 
The weight and value of many Saxon ornaments, 
&c. of Gold were almost always estimated in Man- 
cusl^. ' Is not the fact almost as evident in this case, 
that, where the Mancuses were the usual Gold- 
smiths* weights, they had certainly such Coins? 
The Coins of any other country would never have 
been, for very obvious reasons, the standard of the 
Saxon weights." ^ 

Yet Mr. Clarke, at the page referred to below *, 
acknowledges that the Mancus was originally an 
adopted Coin. Will his argument prove that it 
was ever naturalized by the Saxons ? The tenor of 
his reasoning in this case also, as in a former one, 
will lead him to prove too much ; for it is as appli- 
' cable to the Pound as to the Mancus. 

'^There was certainly no more difficulty in coin- 

b G)iiiiexion^ p. 278. 

« I know not when this loftj term took place of the more 
modest pottt% and probably, whkh seem to be Uie i«oper lan- 
guage of conjecture. 

' Connexion^ p. 276. e id. p. 280. 
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ing a Mancus than a Penny. Towards the middle 
of the ninth century, pxxt Artists in England were 
not much inferior to the besf in Europe.** ^ 

To infer, from what man can do, what he has 
actually done, is surely most inconclusive. The 
Coins of the Anglo-Norman Kings might, by this 
mode of arguing, be proved not to have been struck 
by them; because their Sfeals are of workmanship 
infinitely superiw to them, and consequently their 
Coins MUST have been more highly finished. 

" Legal fines wer^ estimated, and catUe were va- 
lued, in Mancuses. In such instances, which more 
immediately concerned almost the lowest rank of 
inhabitants,^ to make the Laws speak the language of 
another country, and adjust their fines and petty con- 
trpversies by the value of such Coins as were never 
uttered from their own Mints, must have been a 
very unaccountable absurdity.** s 

Absurd as this practice may seem to be, yet it has 
continued even to our times, for fines are at this 
day estimated by Marks and Pounds. Those per- 
sons whom Mr. Clarke has represented as being 
more immediately interested in the above estimates 
and valuation were, probably, of all the inhabitants, 
the least concerned in them ; for a fine of any num- 
ber of Mancuses, each of which was then the price 
of an ox, lyas not likely to aflfect almost the lowest 
ranks of mankind. 

*^ Archbishop -ffilfric, specifying the several sorts 
of Money in England, says five Pennies make a 
Shilling, and thirty Pennies a Matics. The Arch- 
bishop, as appears by the broken remains of the for- 
mer paragraph, had obiserved that the Romans had 

^ Connexion, p. 278. g Id. p. 282. 
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a great variety of names for their Coins^ but the 
English had usually only three. The Romans ap- 
plied all their nummulary language to such real 
G)in8 as were struck within that empire ; and must 
not the English appellations be understood in the 
same manner? Is there any other way of making 
tolerable sense of this passage^ but by admitting 
that the Mancus was an English Coin ? To take it 
in any other view, makes the paragraph contradict 
itself; for a Pound is certainly as much Money of 
account as a Mancus or Shilling. If the Archbishop 
had not confined his observations to his own coun^ 
try, he would have enlarged his catalc^ue by the 
Byzantine Aurei, and the Frank SoU."*^ 

I see not how any conclusion can be drawn from 
JSIiric's statement^ which is so imperfect, that its 
intention cannot even be guessed. It stands entirely 
unconnected with the passage that precis it, and 
is itself the conduding paragraph, so that no^ assist- 
ance can be derived from the contexts Even if Mr. 
Clarke's idea of the purport of that which is want- 
ing in the fragment were to be allowed^ y^ it is 
evident the Archbishop's enumeration does noticon- 
tain all the Coins which were then current, for the 
Halfpenny, the Farthing, and the Styca are omit- 
,ted K An omission for which it will be impossible 

1* Connexion, p. 282. 

i If 1 were here arguing personally with Mr. Clarke, I sboukl 
add to these Coins the Thrimaa, which, at p. 235, he cwnaiders as 
real Mon^j, hut which is npt found in Mfric's list 5 and also 
the Shilling of four pence, which Mr. Clarke admits is to be 
found in the laws of Aethelstan, together with the Shilling of 
five pennies. Connexion, p. 153. iElfric, too, in his transla- 
tion of Exodus, c.xxi. ver. 10, speaks of a Shilling of twelve 
pennies. 
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satisfactorily to account^ if it be previously taken 
for granted that a distinct and correct list of all the 
Coins then struck by the Saxons was intended. The 
same incongruous mixture of the names of real 
Coins^ and of Money of account (which is by Mr. 
Clarke deemed so absurd) still has a place in com-^ 
moiL speech ; for should we not now say that twelve 
Pence make a Shilling, and twenty Shillings a 
P^und, without any design of representing the latter 
as a Coin ? 

Mr. Clarke considers the mention of jolbe, toge* 
ther with )neolpjie, in Canute's Law, as decisive that 
Gold Coins were intended as well as Silver; and 
asks, ^^ had this regulation been confined to the 
Silver Pennies only, why is Gold mentioned in the 
Law at MY'^ But I apprehend that the Law 
means only to express, that the punishment of loss 
of hand should not be redeemed by any fine what-t 
soever, and therefore both yeolpjie and joltoe may 
be considered as equally expletive K 

llie conclusions which he^ve been drawn frpm the 
non-appearance of any of these Coins, Mr. Clarke 
pronounces to be utterly inconsistent with the evi- 
dence of so many Laws, Edicts, and Historians, and 
does not allow that circumstance to have any weight 
in the argument ^. 

It has however received considerable accession of 
strength since his time, ^nd is now, though certainly 
not conclusive, yet a strong ground of suspicion 

k Connexion^ p. 353. 

V The words of the Law are -^3 he hi; mib nanon ^Smson ne 
^ebioj^. ne mib ^Ibe ne mib feoljcpe : . Wilkms^ p. 134. 
*> (kmnexion^ p. 297. 
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against th^ existence of Saxon Gold Coins. Of their 
Silver and Brass Money more than 2000 varieties 
are known to exist. They have been found in large 
numbers together^ as if hidden for the purpose of 
preservation in troublesome times, when, if the con- 
cealer had been master of any Gold Coins, there 
cannot be a doubt but they also would have been 
hidden. 

Mr. Clarke thinks that the fcill of the Saxons, 
and the Solidus of the Conqueror, were Gold Coins. 
This he attempts to prove by arguments similar to 
those by which he endeavoured to shew that the 
Mancus was an actual Coin ^. He is confident that 
they never could have been Silver Coins bn account 
of their great weight ^. 

In confirmation of this opinion he says, ^^ Mar- 
culf, who lived in the time of the Merovingian 
Princes, mentions this Solidus in such a manner as 
might alone determine the dispute [i. e. whether it 
were a Coin.] He was a man of business, and drew 
up his forms of grants, purchases, and conveyances 
for common use. One of them is drawn up in these 
words: *Dono tibi in auro, vel argento, Solidos 
Francos tantos.' Can this passage have any other 
import but this — that these Frank Solidi might be 
paid in Gold or Silver at discretion ? And if ixk 
Gold, they were certainly real Coins.*' p But may 
it not be asked, with equal propriety, how does this 
passage prove the Solidus to be a Gold Coin rather 

n Connexion, p. 339, &c. 

o Yet at p. 202 he fancies that he has detected Saxon Shillings 
under the disguise of the Heavy Groats of £dward-I.> which are 
mentioned by Folkes in his Table of English Silver Coins, p. 8. 

P Connexion, p. 343. 
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than a Silver one : (which Mr. Clarke has declared 
above it could not be) ; or does it not show that tlie 
value of so many Solidi might be paid in either Gold 
or. Silver? 

The custom of striking Gold at the Mint Mr. 
Clarke thinks was discontinued soon after the Nor- 
man Conquest, if it continued until that time^ of 
which he is doubtful. His reasons are, that "the 
Exchange between Gold and Silver, in the reigns 
immediately following WilHam Rufus, was much 
altered, and from twelve (as it was in great part of 
the Saxon times) came down as low as nine, to one, 
the lowest regular Exchange that was ever known in 
Europe ; and this, no doubt, was not on a sudden, 
but by degrees. But as none of our old Histories 
and Records mention any Coins, or any Money of 
Account, which passed in this proportion, we have 
reason to conclude, that the custom of striking Gold 
Coins was discontinued at the Mint ; and that the 
Shilling of twelve Pence was nothing more than a 
method of computing Money, till it appeared in ano- 
ther form under Henry VH.; and that all former 
Gold Coins, whether foreign or dom^stick, were not 
any longer considered as a species payable by Tale, 
but by weight only. For this was the r^ular and 
constant method of accounting for Gold in the Ex- 
chequer." *i 

In proof of this he quotes Madox's History of the 
Exchequei", vol. I. p. 277, and the Dialogue de Scac- 
cario, lib. H. cap. 26 ; and observes that the Author 
of the latter work " was one of the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer from A. D. 1 165 to 1 199, and perfectly well 

«i Connejdon, p. 372. 
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aoqiMlinfed with the praotioe of that Court He men- 
tions no other way of paying Gcidy but by Weight 
only/' 

Now as paying Money by Weight is by Mr. 
Clarke deternlined to be a suflSeient proof that it is 
no nominal estimate % and as some of the instances, 
in the pages ab^e referred to by him, specify the 
Mark, it must in course^ according to his dictum, 
be an actual Coin. Bdt^ in truth, the rderences in 
Madox prove nothing more than this — that in the 
reign of Stephen and Henry II. Gold was so scarce 
that payments into the Exchequer, which were 
stated 4o be in that metal, were compensated by a 
proportional value of Silver. If Mr. Clarke had ma- 
turely cotisidered this fact, be might perhaps hare 
found sotne reason to conclude that the payments 
by Weighty in Saxon times, on which he has laid so 
much stressy might possibly have been of the same 
nature. 

Whilst Mr. Clarke decides that all pigments, &c. 
wherein Mancuses are n^ntioned (and they are very 
numerous) were toade with actual Coins, Dr. Peggt 
states his opinion of the quantity of Saxon Gold 
Moftey in much more moderate terms. He says 
that ^^ the Saxons here in England probably bad 
not much Gold current amongst them, their pay- 
ments in that metal, when large, being otherwise 
regulated ; yet this hinders not, but a single Gold 
Piece struck by way of Medal may have come down 
to us*" *^ . . " It begins now to appear to me, that the 
Saxons actually struck some Gold, though perhapis 

r Connexion, p. 291. 

^ Dissertations on some Anglo-Saxon Remains, p. 17. 
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not much."^ He afterwards hiats a suspickm that 
the Gold Ci^ns might, like the Stycat^ be confined 
to the Northumbrian Kingdom, which might be the 
reaaon of their great rarity «• 

His first supposition appears to be perfectly done 
away by the second, for in the latter it cannoi^ I 
presume, be doubted that he intends current Gold 
Coins* If his suspicion be well founded^ there must 
have been some peculiarity, now unknown, in the 
state of the Northumbrian Kingdom, which could 
have induced the necessity of striking there only 
Coins both of the hi^est and lowest denomination 
then in use. 

But when Dr. Fegge proceeds to the consideration 
of a Grold Coin published by him in one of those Dis-^ 
lertations referred to above, he rises in his tone, luld 
pronounces it to be ^^ undoubtedly an Anglo-Saxon^ 
of tlie Northumbrian Kingdom^ being struck at 
York, in the beginning of the tenth Century ; and 
perhaps is a Coin, but this I speak (says he) with 
difiidence, of the Danish King Sihtric-" His chief 
ai^uments to prove this are, the Cypher on the Re- 
verse, which he interprets to mean York, and the 
circumstance of the piece having been found atHuU^ 
which i^ likewise within that Kingdom. He calls it 
a Gold Penny, and gives the weight of it, nineteen 
Grains Troy, a weight which he thinks perfectly 
agrees with the period to which he assigns it^ i.e. the 
tenth Century ; because the Silver Money of King 

< Dissertations op some ADglo-Saxon Remains^ p. 26. 

V Id. Preface^ p. x. 5 and in his account of a Gold Penny he 
refers it to the Northumbrian Kingdom, " where only, so for 
as yet appears, the Anglo-Saxons coined Gold.*' p.S5» 
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SdtmwHlatid King Edred ran tfaeneabouts, and he 
must bdieve that die Gold Monejr was adjnsted 
exBotly to the SHver as to weight, ?rfaateTer dif- 
ference there was as to the yaloe of tlie two metals. 
He likewise thinks tbat^ about that time, the Mint- 
Masters b^n in England to desist from patting 
their own names only, without' the King's, on the 
j^pecie ; as no example of it had occurred later than 
the middle of the tenth Centuiy ^. « 

The whole evidence^ which Dr. P^ge has col- 
lected to prove that this Cmn belongs in any way to 
Britain, is, to say the best of it, extremely incon- 
clusive. In the Cypher he discovers only the letters 
G. I. and £. ; but there is evidently aa r at the bot- 
tom of what he conceives to be a ligature only, but 
which is, as probably, the uniting stroke that forms 
the two upright ones into an m. The i also, as he 
<^lr it, isr unquestionably an l. If these letters ab- 
solutely exist upon the Coin, as they appear in his 
engraving of it, his supposition that it was struck at 
York must (all to the ground ; nor can the circum- 
stance of its being found at Hull, on which he ap- 
pears to lay considerable stress^ be of any avail to 
support the aimiment. 

The weight of the contemporary Silver Coins of 
Eadmund and Eadred, which he conceives to prove 
that this Gold Piece was struck in conformity with 
them, is very incorrectly and loosely stated by him. 
He says that they run about nineteen Grains; but 
in trutli the Pennies of Eadmund vary from 1 7^ to 
24nr Grains Troy ; and those of Eadred from l6^ 
to 24A- 

' w Dissertations as above, p. 24. 



Frpqi the manoer in which bci speaks of the Mint- 
Masters having: desisted from putting their <;>wn 
names only, vrithout the Ring's/ on the Money, it 
is evident that he believed such practice to have ex- 
isted generally, at some certain period, in this King- 
dom* In this, however, he unquestionably de- 
ceived himself. ' No instance of it, either contem- 
porary, or nearly so, is, as I believe, to be found ; 
for it appears only on the Coins of £cgberht King 
of Kent. On the Coins of Offk the Moneyer's 
name is sometimes placed uppn the Obverse, but 
the King's name is never, in that case, omitted on 
the Reverse. From this circumstance of the Mo- 
neyer's name standing alone it seems probable that 
the Coin in question is referrible to that class which 
is described by Le Blanc ^ as having only the name 
of the Moneyer, without that of the Monarch, al- 
though they bore his image, with the Diadem ^nd 
Crown ; and may, therefore, be conjectured to be of 
French origin. 

Dr. Pegge's ai^uments appear to have been con- 
sidered as so very feeble by his Friend and Coadjujtor 
in the Controversy respecting Saxon Gold, that he 
has endeavoured to strengthen them by the fol*- 
lowing considerations : ^^ By its appearance, and 
the place where it was found, no Country can have 
a fairer claim to it than our own. In that great va- 
riety of Reverses, which we meet with upon the 
French Aurei, there is not one that resembles this. 
There is no such name as Leto among all the Mone- 
taires recorded on their Coins i no such monogram 
upon any of those which Messieurs Bouteroue and 

^ Traits Historique dea Monnoyefi de France, p. 79. 
VOL. I. u 
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Le Blane have published. The Cyphers upon their 
Coins, as far as 1 have observed, relate only to Aries, 
Lyons, Marseilles, Metz, Rheims, Tulle, and Vienne. 
Mr. Pe^e, therefore, has a right to keep possession 
of this Coin, as one of the ancient Aurei of this 
Kingdom." y 

If by its appearance Mr. Clarke intended a re- 
semblance in any degree whatever to acknowledged 
Anglo-Saxon Coins, and no other meaning will an- 
swer his purpose, he should have pointed out in 
what particular that resemblance consists ; for un- 
less the Coin be, viewed through the medium of a 
pre-conceived hypothesis, it will be impossible to 
trace such a likeness as will warrant his conclusion. 
His argument, which is drawn from the place 
"where it was found, will, if admitted to its fullest 
extent, prove that Coins, which are incontestably 
the produce of foreign Mints, were struck in our 
own. 

The great variety of Reverses which are found 
upon the French Aurei, do authorize the supposition 
that possibly some others may exist besides those 
which have been noticed by Bouteroue and Le 
Blanc. 

If his argument, derived from the non-appearance 
of Leto as a Moneyer, upon the French Aurei, be of 
force to his reasoning, how powerful must the state- 
ment be, that in more than two thousand varieties 
of Anglo-Saxon Coins that name is not to be found. 
To this may be added, that the letter o is of Very 
rare occurrence as the termination of a Saxon name, 
not more than two or three appearing amongst the 

y Clarke*s Connexion, p, 371. 
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tium^roua Moneyers, and only seven 6r eight in the 
Saxon Chronicle, and not one in Verstegan's Ety- 
mologies of the Saxon Proper Names ; whilst, oa 
the other hand, it appears from Le Blanc to have 
formed a very common conclusion of the nafmes 
upon those Coins which, like this Piece of Dr. 
Pegge*s, bear the signature of the Moneyer only*. 

If these arguments against Mr. Clarke's mode of 
reasoning should not be held conclusive, there still 
remains one which is decisive, at least against him* 
self. He says that the Coin is a Danish Ora "^ ; now 
no such name appears in the Enumeration by Arch- 
bishop ^Ifric; and therefore, • according to Mr. 
Clarke, no such Coin could have been in existence 
at the time that Enumeration was made, which 
must have been nearly contemporary with the period 
which is assigned for the striking of this Piece. 

From the foregoing considerations it should feeem 
that the arguniients which have hitherto been ad- 
duced to prove the Coinage of Gold by the Saxons, 
in England, are by no means conclusive; because 
the instances, quoted in support of them, are equally 
applicable to Money of Account. The actual ap- 
pearance, therefore, of Gold Coins, indubitably 
Saxon, will be required to establish the fact. If 
they were ever so numerous as they are supposed to 
have, been by Mr. Clarke, it is scarcely possible but 
that some of them must have been discovered, toge- 
ther with tlje numerous varieties now known of the 
Silver Money of that people ; and consequently the . 

2 Traits Historique des Monnoyes de France^ Plates I. II. III. 
and IV. p. 78. 
a Conneidpn^ p. 371. 

V 2 
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old adage, whuch allows the infiranence of non-exist^ 
ence irom non-appearance, is fairly applicable to this 



I now proceed to describe the different Coins, and 
also the various Money of Account, which were in 
Qse among the Anglo-Saxons. 

The most antient of the former was the Sceatta. 

As this term is purely Saxon, and occurs in the 
sense of Money, or Payment, in general \ it seems 
probable that it was the first species which was 
emned by the Saxons; and this idea agrees well 
with the supposition that the Sceattae, without the 
Christian Symbc^, were in use before their arrival 
in Britain. Its derivation, from preat:, a part or 
portion, has led to the conclusion that it was origin- 
aUv a certain division of uncoined metal ; but this 
conclusion is, as I believe, founded upon conjecture 
alone* 

The weight of those which have been discovered 
is as various as it might be concluded to be from 
the rudeness of the workmanship, and reaches from 
sev^ Grains and an half Troy to twenty and up- 
wards. ITiese two extremes, however, are of rare 
occurrence, and the most common weight is firom 
15 to l8 or 19 Grains «^. 

Its value is stated in the Laws of ^thelstan, 

b See a variety of instances in Lye*s Diet. Saxon. It is used 
in this sense in the Laws of ^thilberht King of Kent, who b^an 
to reign A. 560. [Wilkins, p. 7-] About 400 years afterwards 
the term m jnet first appears in the Saxon Laws of ^thelstan^ 
where> however^ the more antient word is also used. [Id. pp. 
59, e4.] 

^ See the weights which are gi^-en in the Description of the 
Plates. * 
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(who retired from A. D. 924 to 940), where 30,000 
Sceattse are said to be equal to 120 Pounds ^. But 
30,000 Pennies would make 125 Pounds; therefore 
the Sceatta fell short of the Penny by one twenty- 
fifth part. This very trifling difierence in the weight 
of the two Coins has induced some Antiquaries' to 
assert that they were only two different names for 
the same thing *. But this is scarcely reconcilable 
with the frequent, occurrence of the penij in those 
very Laws, where the value of the Sceatta is stated^: 
It is remarkable that the Sceatta of this value is^ta 
be found in no other part of the Saxon Laws thai> 
in the passage referred to above^ and in the Jndicia 
Civitatifi London, which were likewise made in the 
reign of ^thelstan, where that passage* is copied^. 
verbatim^; that the fine which is regulated by those 
Coins is stated to be according to the Laws of the 
Mercians; that ^he same fine was in Mid-England 
estimated by Thrymsae, and, unless Lambacrd, 
Broipton, and Wiikins be incorrect, greatly ex,*' 
ceeded. in value that which was imposed in Mcrciar^ 
From whence it should seem that the Sceattae^ 
above-mentioned, or at least that mode of valuing 
them, was peculiar to the Mercian Kingdom. 

d Wiikins, p. 64. e Clarke*a Connewon, p. 431. .^ 

f Wiikins, p. 72. 

S This is proved by Mr. Clarke from the following qonsidera-* 
tions : — The fine for cutting ofiPa thumb was xx Shillings, for a 
thumb nail in Shillings. If the toes were mutilated in the 
same manner, the penalty was just one half less» The Law says, 
pro digitts pedis dimidium preiii sicut de di^itis manus datum est. 
Thus, for cutiing oflf the great toe the fine was x Shillings ; for 
the great toe nail xxx Sceattas j i. e, by the proportion given, one 
Shilling and a half, and consequently twenty Sceattas to a Shil- 
ling. Connexion, p. 429. 
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Beside this Sceatta there appears to have been 
another, which vras worth no more than one fourth 
of a Penny. It occurs only in the Laws of ^thil- 
berht King of Kent, who reigned from 561 to 616; 
but of what metal it was cbmposed, or any other 
particulars concerning it, we are perfectly ignorant. 

Whatever might have been the precise value of 
the Sceatta, it was undoubtedly the smallest Coin 
known amongst the Saxons at the latter end of the 
seventh century, as appears from its forming part of 
a Proverb, whose meaning was from the least even 
unto the greatest — ne Scear ne Scilhnj \ 

Lambard (in the Glossary which he has given at 
the end of his Edition of the Anglo-Saxon Laws^ 
and which was copied from an antient MS. in St. 
Atigustin's, Canterbury) says, " Scata vocabulum a 
Saxonice 8ceat:ra effictum. Est autem 8ceart:a 
ingens argenti sum ma, quippe quae argenti quinque 
milHa contineat." > 

For this mode of computation no authority is 
quoted, nor do I believe that any such can be 
found. 

In point of antiquity the Penny succeedjs. 

I have not been able to ascertain the time when 
this term was first introduced; but it appears in the 
Laws of Ina King of the West Saxons, who began 
to reign in 688. It is written in various ways ; as, 
Peneg, Penig, Peninc, Pening, Penincg, Penning, 
and Pending ; and the etymologies of it are nearly 
as numerous as the modes of spelling. 

^ Lye, quoting C«dmon, 47. 3. Caedmon flourished^ aceord- 
ing to Tanner, in 670. 
J Sub voce Scata. 



ANGLO-SAXON. Sfi^ 

By sQDie it is derived frotti pendo, tp weigh K, 

By others, from ^^punian, to beat or knock, whi(;h 
may be deemed a term applied to metal coined^. si* 
milar to the Latin cudere.'' ^ 

Minsheu derives it from ^^via, pa^upertas ; ut sit 
subsidium tij^ mevias, paupertatis ". 

The Saxon Dictionaries of Somner and Lye do 
not give any derivation of the term ; but the latter 
Author, in bis Edition of Junius's Etymologicupi 
Anglidanum, says, ^^ Marti nius suspicatqr Teut* 
penninc esse a pendo, i. e. solvo, numero. Alii 
censent esse ex 'cr&e^-flai, parare, agere, $atagere qudd 
non nisi summo cum labpre comparentur nummi, 
vel a tTfvia^ paupertas ; qu6d vilioris hujus monetas 
beneficio mendicantium egestati expeditius promptif 
usque succurratur. — Isl. peningur pecuniam signir 
^cat. Wacbterus non mal^ derivat a Celt pen, car 
put, quo denarii insigniti fu^runt." ^ 

Skinner thinks it not absurd to derive it from the 
Latin pecunia ®. 

Of all these derivations, that from pendo appears 
to be the most consonant to reason ; the others we 

k German, Pfenning. Danish, Pending. Modern Saxons, 
Peninch j antient, Penig, Pening. At this time. Penny, ci pendo, 
to weigh. Wilkins, Gloss, to Ang. Sax. Laws. He is followed 
by Mr. Clarke, Connexion, p. 390 j with whom Mr. Whitaker 
agrees. History of Manchester^ vol. H. p. 338. 

1 Turner, History of the Anglo-Saxons, vol. II. p. 133. He 
likewise "quotes, from Schilter, a similar etymology from another 
language : " Posnings nomine Pecunia tantum numerata signifi- 
cat, a p^na, quod est cudere, signare.** Gloss. Teut. p-6B7- 
. *n Guide to Tongues, sub voce, 

n Sub voce. 

o Etymologicon Lihgufle Anglic&nae, sub voce in EifmcAog, 
General. 
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either fandtfbl or fot*ced. If that etymolo^ be ad- 
thitted^ it will seem probable that the Penny was 
not known to the Saxons before their arrival in 
Britain, but was adopted, together with its name, 
at the same tid^e that mynet, from moneta, W3S 
introduced. 

' By the term Penny it is held that the Saxons in- 
f fended a species of Money, of which 240 were made 
out of a Pound of Silver. This number gives 24 
Grains for each Coin, and makes the Pound equal 
to' 5760 Grains. But this calculation is founded 
only upon the supposition that the Pound Tower 
was the old Saxon Money Pound (a supposition 
which, however, is now generally admitted), and 
l^at the old Saxon Penny weighed, as the first 
Norman*^ Pennies did, a Pennyweight, for no docu-^ 
nd^nts^ h'ave yet been discovered from whence the^ 
precise weight of this Saxon Coin can be deduced, 
in D6mesday Book, Where so many payments in 
the time of Edward the Confessor are stated, it is 
remarkable that not one instance occurs in which 
the Saxon Pennies are said to be twenty in the 
Ounce, although the passages in which that pro- 
portion of the Norman Penny appears are innu- 
merable. 

It has been supposed that the Saxons had also 
another Penny of inferior weight, and the proofs of 
its existence are brought from the Laws of Alfred, 
and of William the First p. In the former^ the 
words maeppa peninja occur, which, for this pur- 
pose, are translated larger Pennies, but, with at least 

P Turner's History of the Aoglo- Saxons^ vol. U. p. liS7. 
q ^^ki|is^ p. 35. 
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equftl ptopriety,, might :h^Me.be(n rendered pure, 
ttNtt is, good, or, as it m^uU now be called, lawful 
Money'. . . ^ 

In the tatter Laws, as given, by Ingulphus> 9m 
found bener deners, or, according to Mr. Turner, 
better Pennies ». But it must be observed tbat tbe 
term.ien^ is omitted in every other edition of those 
Laws * ; that it does not occur in the sense of bett^ 
in any Dictionary or Glossary ; and that meilleur is 
actually used by Ingulphus to express such meaning, 
in the 29th Chapter of those very Laws of William I. 
Possibly the word maybe nothing more, than the 
following one, dener, mis-spelled. . 

^^ The 1^1 weight of the Penny continued ^tbe 
same invariably through the whole period, of ^tfae 
Saxon Government. It was always the 940th ^lart 
of their Pound. Their Laws, from the first m^io* 
tion of it to the last, give it this uniform valuation."" 

Large sums were, not unfrequently, computed Toy 

r It is so translated by Lye : ClOib pj: punbum maejipa peninja. 
Cum quinque libris purorum denariorum, i. i, bonse monelae ; 
LL. Pol. iElf. 3. Saxon. Diet. sub. voce OOaepa. 

Wilkins also renders it by bona, p. 35. 

Lambard by Merciorum, p. S3. Thus translating maepcna, 
which he puts in the margin, instead of the word in the text. 

The propriety of translating this word by the term pwe ap- 
pears from these passages in Du Frene*s Glossary : *" De denariis, 
si mero sunt argento, et pleniter pensantes.** Voce Denarii ^ri. 
-^'' Ne aliquis bonum denarium, id est, Merum et bene pensan- 
tem rejicere audeat.** — " Denarii meri & bene pensantes : quibusf 
opponuntur mbcti, id est, alia viliora materia. Ita aurum argehti 
miscere vetitum -, cui perinde opponitur aurum Wietum.*' Vbce 
Meii !Denarii. The instances are taken from Edictum Pistense. 

s History of Anglo-Saxons, vol. II. p. 135, 

* Namely, those by Selden, Lambard^ and Wlkins. 

"Clarke's Connexion, p. 4^5. 
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Benqies alone. In one instance, three thousand 
Pennies occur; in another, three hundred and 
eighty-five; and in a third, one thousand four hun- 
dred and fifty, in the purchase of lands ^. 

The half of this Penny was called Helphnje*, or 
Halpenije^, land was Hkewise coined of Stiver, as 
was probably the FeojiShnj or FcojiSunj, the 
fourth part, or Farthing*. 

Both these Coins are mentioned in the Saxon 
Gospels. 

Besides these divisions of the Penny, there seems 
to have been another, by which it was parted into 
three. In the Laws of MXfred a fine is stated at 
jyx penmjaf, -j jyx fciU. 1 fy^ri^ pill. 3 
%]iit)bai^ baele penmjejf*; • ^ and the use of this 
ffictional part of a Penny was continued as late as 
the reign of King Henry I., in whose Laws the fol- 
lowing sum occurs: ^^ lxvi sol. & vi den. & trientem 
unius den.** ^ 

w Turner's Hist, of the Ang. Saxons, vol. II. p. 126, referring 
to MS Charters of the late Mr. Astle, No 7, No 23, N© 28. He 
has not given the dates of these payments. 

X Hickes*s Thesaurus. Dissertatio Epistolaris, p. 109., 

7 Lje sub voce-f where he quotes Luke, xii. 6, the same pas- 
sage which is referred to by Hickes as above. 

' Lye, sub voce. Mr. Turner, speaking of the Halfpenny and 
Farthing, says, " We cannot doubt that these wei-e Copper Mo- 
nies." Hist, of Anglo-Saxons, vol. II. p. 136. Mr. Turner pro- 
bably did not recollect, or, possibly, he never saw, an engraving 
of a Saxon Halfpenny of Edward the Elder, which was given in 
the Gentleman^s Magazine for August 1796. I discovered that 
Coin in the Bodleian Collection ', and another of the same Mo- 
narch is now in the British Museum. They are both engraven 
in Plate XVII. Nos 31 and 32. 

a Wilkins^ p. 46. 

b Id. p. 281. It does not appear of what metal these Ccins 
were formed. 
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It 18 diffioult to conceive how these sums could be 
paid, if th6re were no Coins existing by which the 
Penny could be divided into three parts. 

But even so small a division as one fourth of a 
Penny could not be sufficiently minute to answer the 
common purposes of exchange, at a time when most 
of the necessary articles of life were to be purchased 
at prices so far beneath what is now considered to be 
their value; when, for instance, in the reign of 
^thelstan, an ox was sold for thirty Pennies^, and 
a sheep for one Shilling^. , They therefore coined 
%rass Money, denominated Stycas, two of which 
were equal to one Farthing. The name is derived, 
by Lye, from Sticce, Strycce, minuta pars, because 
this Money was of all other the smallest ^* 
! But the propriety of this derivation may be qufis^ 
tioned, as the Styca was in weight not inferior to 
the common sized Pennies ; and minuta pars can-* 
not be well applied to express value distinct from 
magnitude ^. It must be acknowledged, however, in 
confirmation of his etymology, that these Coins 
seem to be the same as that which occurs in Dooms- 
day Book, under the term minuta^, from whence 
comes oUr mite. 

^\\ of this kind yet discovered are from the Mints 
of the Northumbrian Kings, or of the Archbishops 
of York. But Mr. Clarke observes, that "the 
Saxon Gospels seem to be a sufficient evidence that 
these Coins were struck in other parts of the island. 

^ Judicia Civit. London. Wilkins, p. 68. 
* Id. p. 66, « Sub voce 8txcce. 

f I, however^ confess myself unable to give a better etymolq^. 
S Vol. I. folio ^68. I have not discovered it in any other part 
of that record. 
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We cannot well suppose that they speak a provincial 
language only, or tliat this version was made in that 
kingdom. The two Mites which make a Farthing, 
Mark, xii. 42, are there translated, t:pe5en ftycaf , 
"P.Vf, peopSunj peninjej". ITie original is, Xfiirra 

To this conjecture, however plausible it may ap- 
pear, is to be opposed that argument which Mr.^ 
Clarke treats so lightly, but to which the pers^ering 
search of modern Medalists has, since the time he 
wrote, given great weight and importance ; I mean 
the non-appearance of Styx^s which can be appro- 
priated to any other kingdom of the Heptarchy. 

In the year lSo8, a large quantity was turned up^ 
by a plough, in the parish of Kirk Oswald, in Cum- 
berland. They were of the following Kings and 
Ardibishops : 

Kings. Archbishops. 



Eanbald, with title 1 
Vigmund - - 58 
Vulfhere - - 5 



Eanred - - - 99 

Ethelred - « - 350 

Redulf - - -14 

Gsbercht - - - 15 
making in the whole 542 '. As in so large a num- 
ber no new names either of Monarchs or of Arch- 
bishops were found, it was concluded by some that 
these Coins were struck by no other persons ; but 
thfs conclusion was proved to be erroneous by the 
discovery of a Styca with the name of Ecgfrith, in 
the year 1813 '^. It is highly probable that the 

h Connexion^ p. 434. 

y Fipn the information of Mr.. Bidiard Miles* 

y- S^ Appendix, Piate X^VIU, and t^e e&planatipn. . 
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Styc^B circulated all over the island, as they hate 
been found in yarious parts of it, and must have 
been of the last necessity in carrying on the smaller 
exchanges of property. 

AH these which have been enumerated, namely, 
the Sceatta, Penny, Halfpenny, Farthing, and Styai, 
are acknowledged, by every Antiquary who has 
written upon the subgect, to be real Coins ; and in^ 
deed every one of them, except the Farthing, is to 
be found in different Cabinets. But, besides theses^ 
the Saxons had other Monies, or rather denominiv 
tions of Monies, the exact nature of which is. by no 
means determined : such as the Mancus, the Mark, 
the Shilling, the Thrimsa, and the Ora, each of 
which we shall consider separately. 

The term Mancus, or, as it was written by the 
Saxons, CDancoy, ODancf, ODancuy, and CJDancufe, is 
supposed to have been derived from Italy, and to be 
formed frooi the Latin manu cusum, by which it 
was intended to express coined Money, as the word 
cusus could have no reference to simple weight. Jf 
this supposition be correct (and the connexion which 
existed between that cK)untry and England, after 
the conversion of |he Saxons to Christianity, is suf- 
ficient to warrant ^it), it can scarcely be supposed 
that the Coins themselves were not imported as. 
well as the name, and became current amongst 
the Saxons, in the same manner as they appear to 
have circulated through most of the other nations 
of Europe. This is much more probable than the 
opinion that such Coins were struck in, the Anglo- 
Saxon Mints, of which no evidence has yet been 
discovered. 
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It should seem, hofrever, that Jkhis species of 
Money soon fell into disuse, whilst the name only 
was retained^ and applied to a certain weight. That 
this was the case may be concluded from the occur- 
rence, at an early period, of Mancuses of Silver as 
well as of Gold ; for it never was pretended that a 
Silver Coin existed under that denomination, even 
by those who have been the most strenuous advo- 
cates for the Golden Mancus of the Saxons. When 
therefore we find, in the ninth century, Mancuses 
of Silver described precisely in the same manner as 
those of Gold*, we must either consider the Silver 
Mancus as a Coin, which it is allowed on all hands 
that it never wafs, or we must admit that by the Man- 
cus of Gold a certain weight only was intended at 
that time. In like manner, Marka Auri™, and 
Marka Argenti **, occqr in Domesday Book, neither 
of which was ever suspected to be a Coin. The 
term Mancus is likewise applied where a Coin of 
that name could not possibly have been meant, that 
is, where it is clearly intended to express a certain 
quantity of known current Money. By Mancusa 
Denariorum® it is impossible to understand any 
thing more than a determinate number of Pennies. 

The value which was expressed by the Mancus 
has been recorded by Archbishop ^Ifric, who wrote 
about the end of the tenth century. It was then 
equal to thirty Pennies, or six Shillings p, at which 

1 Thorn, sub anno 838. col. 1776. Id. anno 861, col. 1778.^ 

m Vol. I. folio S2. n Vol. I. folio 10 b. 

o Du Fresne*s Glossaiy, Mancusa, quoting Spelnian, whose re- 
ference is to Hoveden, an. 851, p. 415. 

P See Adfric*s Saxon Grammar at the end of Somner*s Saxon 
Dictionary, p. 52. 



ANGI^OSAXON. 507 

rate it continued to be estimated in the laws of 
Henry I. *i 

By a strange mistake (which probably originated 
in an over attention to similarity of name), some 
Antiquaries have concluded that the Mancus and 
the Mark were the same. Though this opinion bear 
the sanction of names the most highly respectable ^, 
yet that it is erroneous wiH be evident from a com* 
parison of the different sums which were expressed 
by those terms. 

The Mark was a Danish mode of computation, 
and was probably introduced into thi^ Kingdom iu 
the reign of Aelfred, as it appears for the first time 
in the League between that Monarch and Guthrun 
the Danish King, which took place about the year 
878 ^ 

The Marks there mentioned are of Gold^, but 
the proportional value of that metal to Silver in 
Saxon times does, I believe, no where appear. The 
Silver Mark was, early in the tenth century, esti- 
mated at one hundred Pennies ** ; but in the. year 
1194 at one hundred and sjxty^. I have not been 
able to discover at what precise period this alteration 

4 Wilkins, p. ^65. 

r Of this opinion were Camden^ Somner, Spelmaa^ Lambard, . 
Watts, Fleetwood, Hickes, Junius, Lye, Wilkins, Wise, Bishop 
Nicolson, and others. 

8 Wilkins, p. 47. Its name is supposed to mean a limited 
^p^antity, from Mark, a boundary. 

' Id. ibid. These Marks are said to be afobener S<^^^^r> wh'<^^ 
Lambard and Wilkins render fiisilis auri, but which should ra- , 
ther liave been translated decocti, i. e. puri, auri. 

w Wilkins, p. 51. 

^ Mat. Paris, Vitae Abbatum Sanct. Albani, p. 1042. 
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took place, . but it was probably saon after the arrivi^f * 
of William L in England, when the Norman Shii- 
ling ci twelve Pence was introduced. This valuation 
of the Mark at one hundred and sixty. Pence, or 
thirteen Shillings and four Pence, is continued to 
this day, in those payments which are r%ulated 
by that denomination of Money, such as legal fines, 

j&C. 

So long as the Mancus and the Mark were thoug];it 
to be the same, they were supposed to be real Mo* 
ney ; but, since the discovery that they were totally 
distinct from each other, the latter has, as I beUeve^ 
been universally allowed to be only a weight. 

The SciLL or Scilling appears at a very early 
period in the Anglo-Saxon Laws, some fines being 
regulated by it in the reign of Ethelberht, who- was 
King of Kent from about the middle of the sixth 
century to the banning of the seventh. 

This term is of very doubtful derivation. Lye, 
in his Anglo-Saxon Dictionary, considers it as a 
Saxon word, meaning either Money in general, or. a 
peculiar Coin. Junius says it is clearly from the 
Teutonic scellan, to sound, ^^ ut proprie sit nummus 
tiniens sono integfi solidique argenti.** Mr. Turner 
brings it from the Saxon j-cylan, to divide, or from 
fxeale, a scale ; and from thence concludes that it 
meant so much Silver cut ofiT, as in China, and that 
it was a certain quantity of uncoined metal \ 

Somner seems to make its primary signification 
Lunula, which he renders aGimmal^. But Mr. 

X Hist of Ang. Saxons> vol. 11. p. 139. 
y Saxon Dictionar}', sub voce Scill. 
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Oterke, ih ordet to confifmf hi» idte thait thfe Sm0II 
Mon^y terms imitated tKe Roman, derives it from 
the Latin Sicilicus, ** which signified in that language 
a quarter of an onnce, or the* forty-eighth part of a 
Roman Pound. Frorh SicilicM,'' he silys, *^<siWie 
SiciHc, SciHic, ScHting, fer se the Saxons always 
♦rrote it.** « The wbol^ of this Supfposition, that thte 
Saxons borrowed from th6 Romans a Coin whi<2lh 
was the forty-eighth part of s Pound, appearsr to 
have no other foundation than an accidental coinci- 
dence of proportion ; for, as the Roman and Saxon 
Money Pounds were different from each olher, it is 
impossible that Coins which formed aqual parts <ri 
those Pounds, should have any other similarity than 
that which arose from? their bearing- the same pro- 
portion to the integer of which they were divisiottsv 

The same arguments which have been adduced to 
prove that the Maiicus Was a real Coin,' have been 
applied to the Scilling ". As they are Kable to the 
Same objection of being' equally applicaMi^ to Money 
of Account, it is unnecessary' to repeat ttefti here. 

By this term the Saxons at one time intelKded Ae 
number of five Pennies, and at a subsequent pei4^ 
no more than four, but the date of this difninutk>n 
of number is not known ; it, however, had certainly 
taken place before the promulgation of the Judidia 
Ci^itatis Londonias, which was prior to the middle 

s Connexion, p. 130. Mr. Clarke*s^ theory respecting Saton 
Money Consists of two purts, which can scarcdy be reconciled to 
each other. He is of opinion that th^ borr6wed t^etr MoSfey 
Pound from the Greeks, and their nummary lidguage tratik the 
Romuis. 

* See Ckrke's Connexion. 

VOL. I. X 
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of the tenth century, for a Subsidy which is there 
rated at four Pennies is in the same paragraph called 
a Scilling^. It is difficult to reconcile this with 
Archbishop ^Ifric's valuation of the Shilling at five 
Pennies % which must have been made at the latter 
end of that century \ unless we are disposed to ad- 
mit that two Coins of the same denomination, but 
of different current value, were permitted to circu- 
late together. This, absurd as the practice may 
ai^ar, and contradictory to all true principles of 
Coinage, does yet seem to have been the case i for 
two distinct estimates of the Scilling occur, by 
Thrymsas, which can be reconciled only by the 
supposition of this anomaly ®. When we descend to 
more enlightened times, as they proudly style them- 
selves, we shall be somewhat surprized to find simi- 
lar practices prevailing, even in the l8th century. 

The Shilling of four Pence appears to have conti- 
nued during the remainder of the Anglo-Saxon pe- 
riod ; for when William I. adopted and confirmed 
the Laws of Eldward the Confessor, he recognized 
the English Shilling to be equal to four Pennies ', 
and as no notice is taken by him of the Shilling at 
five Pennies, it probably had fallen into disuse. 

From some passages which have been referred to 
by Mr. Turner, in his History of the Anglo-Saxons, 
it appears that computations by Shillings of twelve 
Pence were not unusual amongst them. "^Ifric, 

b Wilkins, p. 66. ^ Aag. Sax. Grammar, p. 52, 

d ^de Moresi Comment, de ^Ifrico, p. 10. 

e Wakin8,p.71. 

f Wilkins, p. 221. The payments in Domesday Book; which 
are stated at five pence, were, it should seem, originally fixed by 
the Saxon Shilling of that value. . . 
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in his translation of Exodus, c. xxi. v. 10, adds of 
his own authority, they are twelve Scyllinga of 
twelve Pennies ; and in the Monies mentioned in 
the Historia Eliensis, edited by Gale, we find nu^ 
merous passages which ascertain that a Pound con* 
sisted of twenty Shillings. I will refer to a few ; 
Three hides were sold by a Lady to an Abbot for a 
hundred Shillings each. The owner is afterwards 
said to have come to receive the fifteen Poundsv 
When seven Pounds and an half only had been 
paid, the Ealdorman asked the Abbot to give the 
Lady more of her purchase money. At his request, 
the Abbot gave thirty Shillings more. Thus, it is 
added, he paid her nine Pounds. On another ooca* 
sion, the Money agreed for was thirty Pounds. One 
hundred Shillings were received, and twenty-five 
Pounds were declared to remain due." e 

In order to do away the argument which had 
been drawn from the non-appearance of any Saxon 
Shillings, Mr. Clarke supposed that he had disco- 
vered them in those heavy Coins which in Folkes's 
Table are referred to the age of Edward L^ Their 
vjreights, according to Mr. Clarke, are 92, 11 6, or 
138 Grains Troy. " It is scarcely possible," says he, 
" to suppose that the pieces so much above weight 
were cut by his Moneyers for the Groats of that 
reign : they were old Coins new minted : the two 
first were most probably Saxon Shillings ; for that 
Shilling at five Pence (supposing no diminution at 
all in the Tower Pound) would weigh 112^ Troy 

e Vol. II. p. 126, referring to Gale, X Script, pp. 472 and 
478. 

h Table of English Silver Coins, p. 8. 

X 2 "^ 
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Grains ; and at four Pence, about 92 or 93 Grains; 
for they would thea strike about 57 or 58 in the 
Pound. Allowing something of the same inequality 
in the weight of their Shillings that we find in their 
Pennies, these are just such Coins as, from the rude 
and careless execution of that age, might reasonably 
be expected." ^ 

Mr. Clarke's eagerness to confirm his hypothesis 
has caused him to overlook some circumstances in 
Mr. Folkes's statement, which could not be easily 
compelled to conformity with his supposition. He 
has omitted to state that the greater part of these 
Coins, which Mr. Folkes had weighed, were from. 
80 to 85 Troy Grains, and he has forgotten to ac«> 
count in any way for that which he himself states, 
from Folkes, to have weighed 138 Troy Grains. 
Now the weights of 80 or 85 Grains are as incom- 
patible with his supposition as that of 138 can be ; 
and if it be scarcely possible to su{^se that such 
unequal pieces could be out by the Mongers of 
Edward I. for Groats, it seems as little passible to 
believe that they would re-strike such various 
weights for the same purpose. The probabili^ is, 
that they were pattern pieces of a Coin, which was 
never struck for circulation. 

The next in valuation to the Scilling was the 
Thrimsa,. a term probably derived from the Saxon 
Djiy or Djii, three ^. It appears to have been equal 

t Connexion, p. 208. 

k Soniner derives it from Dpim, quod temos significat. Wil- 
kins, a Dpeo, quod tria sonat. JElickes, a tremisse ; and thinks 
it contained four Pennies of the Gold Shilling, and one third of 
the Silver Shilling. Vide Dissertat. Epist. p. 211, & Prsefot. p. xli. 
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to three firfths of the Shilling of five Pence, and to 
nearly three fourths when that Coin was reduced to 
four Pennies ; and was therefore always considered 
as equivalent to three Pennies. In the reign of Ae- 
thelstan, in the tenth century, both these estimates 
am to be found, as has been before observed in the 
account of the Scilling. 

Mr. Somner first remarked that the Thanes* 
Weregild was by the Angli valued at 2000 Thrim- 
sas, and by the Mercians at 1200 Shillings; and, 
as he took it for granted that the same sum was 
intended by both these fines, he concluded that the 
Thrimsa must be three fifths of the Shilling which 
contained five Pennies, and consequently i^as in 
value three Pennies ^ That the Thrimsa was still 
estimated at the same number of Pennies after the 
Shilling had been reduced one fifth, was discovered 
by Mr. Clarke, from the fine imposed for the murder 
of a peasant. This is said to be 266 Thrimsas, 
which, by the Mercian Law, made 200 Shillings. 
Now 200 are to 266 as 3 is to 4, wanting only two 
thirds of a three Pence ™. 

But it must be observed that the above calcula^ 
tions are founded upon a presumed similarity in the 
fines of the Angli and the Mercians. In the same 
Law of Aethelstan, however, the King's Weregild is 
first stated at 30,000 Thrymsae^ and afterwards it 
is said to be 30,000 Sceatt^, according to the Mer- 
cian Law ^. If this be correct, one of two things 
must necessarily follow : either' that the Thrymsae 

1 Glossary to Twysden's Decern Scriptoret; 

m Connexion, p. 33^. " Wilkins^ p. 71. 

o Wilkins; p. 72. 
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and Sceatte were equivalent, or that the Mercian 
Fines were not quite one third of those imposed by 
the Angli ; for the Law states, that the 30,000 Sce- 
attae make 130 Pounds, but 30,000 Thiymsae would 
he 375 Pounds. It appears to be probable that the 
word fceacrae, in Wilkins's seventy-second page, 
should be corrected to ^jiymfae. 

The arguments which are supposed to prove that 
the Thrimsa was a real Cojn, are the same as those 
which have been applied, for that purpose, to the 
Mancus and the Scilling. 

The last of these Monies of Account is the Ora ; 
a term generally conceived to be derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon ojie, ore or metal P ; but which Mr. 
Clarke, and Mr, Whitaker following him, bring 
from a corruption of the Roman Aureus *i. 

But, whatever be its etymology, it seems to have 
been brought into this Island by the Danes ; at least 
the first mention of it occurs in the League between 
Eadweard the Elder and Guthrun the Danish Mo- 
narch ^. The exact date of this Treaty does not ap- 
pear, but it must have been ratified between the 
years goi and 924, to which period it is limited by 
the extent of the reign of Eadweard. 

In this League the Fines imposed upon the Eng- 
lish and the Danes are frequently stated in different 
modes ; which seems to show that those modes of 
payment which, are appropriated to the Danes had 
not then been generally adopted by the English. 
Thus, for instance, in the third Section the Eng- 

P By Lambard^ Somncr, Lye, Wilkins, &c. 

1 Connexion, p. 311. History of Manchester, II. p. 338. 

f Wilkins, p. 51. 
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lishman is to pay 30 Shillings, aiid the Dane a Mark 
and a half*; and in the seventh Section, when the 
former forfeits the same number of Shillings, the 
latter is fined 12 Oras^; and it is observable that 
the Danish Fines are never estimated by Shillings, 
whilst those which are laid upon the English are so 
invariably. 

The Danes used this term both as a denomination 
of Money and also as a weight. According to Bir- 
cherod, the MDney Ora antiently was reckoned at 
fifteen Pennies, so that two of them were equal to 
two Shillings and a half; but the Ora as a Weight 
was one third more than the Money Ora '*. 

In the Laws of Aethelred, as given by Bromton, 
the Commercial Ora appears to have been one fif- 
teenth of the Pound Weight'' ; and from Domesday 
Book we learn that the Money Ora contained twenty 
Pennies*. 

Hie invariable statement of 20 Pennies to the 
Ora, in that Record, was probably intended to dis- 
tinguish the Ora, by which all rents, &c. to the . 
Crown were to be paid, from another Ora, which 
was in value no more than 16 Pennies. Spelman 
says that such a valuation of the Ora was known to 
the Saxons, and gives as his authority JE. Miscel. y, 
which I am unable to explain, nor have I met with 
any instance of that kind of estimate ih Saxon times. 

After the Norman Conquest the Orti of 16' Pen- 

• Wilkins, p. 51. t Id. p. 62. 

w Specimen Antiq. Rei Monet. Danoruoi, p. 10. 
^ Column 899. This passage is not to be found in Lam* 
bard's or Wilkins's Edition. 
» Vol. I. folio 1, h passim. 
7 Glossary^ sub voce Ora. 
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tues was luiqaestMiiably in use. Iq the 37th of 
Heory III. the men of Berkehoit io the County of 
Suffplk claimed, by prescription from the time of 
Henry II., to pay to the Lord, on th^ marriage of 
their daughters, no more than twoOrs, which were 
in value thirty-two Pence ■. 

These which have been enumerated above, are all 
the Coins, and denominations of Money, which ap- 
pear to have been used by the Anglo-Saxons. The 
materials, from which the account of them has been 
compiled, are, it must be confessed, in every instance 
scanty, and in n^any unsatisfactory. But from a 
careful consideration of them, such as they are, the 
following conclusions seem to arise. First, that no 
evidence has yet been produced to prove that the 
Anglo-Saxons struck any Gold Money; but that the 
balabce of probability apparently inclines to the de<- 
termination, that no such Money was issued from 
their Mints*. Secondly, that the Penny, Half- 
penny, Farthing, and Half-Farthing, were actual 
Coins ; as was, probably, the Triens, which divided 
the Penny into three equal parts. And, thirdly, 
that the Mancus, the Mark, the Ora, the Shilling, 
and the Thrimsa, were only Money of Account $ or 
that if the Mancus were ever current amongst the 
Anglo-Saxons, it was a foreign Coin, and was never 
imitated in their Mints. 

* Id. Ibid, referring to Plaq. coram Rege T. Mich, 37 H, III. 
Rot 4. 

A The Coins called Bezants, which soBietimes occur m Anglo- 
Saxon transactions of bargain and sale^ derived their name from 
Bizantium (Constantinople, the seat of the Ea^leni £Q)pire)> 
where they were struck. 
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I aow proceed to give such Notiees of the Anglo*- 
Saxoo Coinage aa I have been able to collect, either 
from the Coins themselves, or from the Laws and 
Histories of those times; but must apprize my 
Readers, that they are to expect little more than a 
dry List of the Names of the Mints and Moneyers, 

The Sceattae, which are represented on the fir3t 
and second Plates, may, from their rudeness of de- 
sign, be considered as the earliest products of the 
Anglo^axon Mints, although we have no means of 
ascertaining the time when, or the place where, 
they were struck^. Some of them are obviously prior 
to the introduction of Christianity, as it cannot \m 
suppo9ed that the Cross would ever be omitted after 
it had once been impressed, as a religious symbol 
upon their Coins. One of them, N<* 25 in Plate L, 
bears on its Reverse the evident imitation of a com- 
mon Roman Coin. I am unable Ito explain the very 
few letters which are to be found upon them. 

The Coinage of the different Kingdoms of the 
Heptarchy, from its superior antiquity, must be 
next considered ; and here the I^ipgdom of KfNT 
claims the precedence, not only pn account of i^i^ 
earlier establishment than the rest, but likewise be- 
cause the Coins of the Monarchs which have been 
discovered are by fer the most antient in the Anglo- 
Saxon Series. 

A Sceatta of Ethilberht I., King of Kent from 
561 to 6l6\ is the earliest Saxon Coin which has 

fe As great chronological accuracy is not necessary to my sub-p 
ject, I shall give the dates as I find them in the Fasti at the end 
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yet been appropriated °. It bears on the Obverse 
the name of the Monarchy and on the Reverse a 
rude figure, which occurs on many of the Sceattae, 
and which is supposed to be intended to represent a 
Bird. 

No place of Mintage, nor even the Moneyer's 
name, appears upon it, and it is therefore impossible 
to ascertain in what part of his Kingdom it was 
struck. As it wants the symbol of Christianity, its 
date may, with probability, be referred to some part 
of the period between the year 561, when he as- 
cended the throne, and the conclusion of that cen- 
tury, when Ethilberht's conversion is supposed to 
have been eflfected by St. Augustine. 

In his Laws the Fines are estimated by Scillings 
and Sceattae ^. 

Sceattae are the only Coins which have hitherto 
been discovered of Ecgberht, who reigned in Kent 
from 665. to 674. They are of various types. On 
some the figure of the King, standing between two 
crosses, appears on the Obverse, together with his 
name ; whilst the Reverse bears only a small Cross, 
with the name of the Moneyer. On the Obverse of 
others is a figure rudely representing a Dragon, with 
a Reverse like the former. 

His Moneyers' names are, 

ALCHISED. ALCHRED. EADBEREHTVL. 

of Sir Henry Saville*s Scriptores post Bedam. ioWo, London, 
1696, and in those, drawn up by Tyrrell, which are added to Sir 
A. Fountaine*8 Num. Ang. Sax. 

« Several of the Sceattae in the two Plates are probably older 
than this, as they are of workmanship equally rude, and have no 
legend. ^ Wilkins, p. 1. 
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EA6BBREHTVL. EOTBBREHTVL. BOTBBRTVL. 
ECFVAIR. 

In the Laws of Hlothare, who began to reign in 
674 ^, and in those of Eadric his successor in 686 ', 
Shillings are the only Coins which occur ; but the 
Fines which are imposed by the Laws of Wihtraed, 
who ascended the throne in 693, are regulated by 
Shillings and Pounds s. No Money of these three 
Monarchs has yet been discovered. 

The next which is known is a Coin of Ethilberht 
IL, between the years 749 and 760. In this reign, 
or perhaps earlier, though no specimens have yet 
been found, the Money seems to have quitted the 
Sceatta form ; and with a more expanded volume, 
and a trifling addition of weight, then first comr 
menced, in this Island, that species of Coins which 
was afterward, for so many ages, known by the de- 
nomination of the Penny. 

This Coin has on the Obverse the head of the 
King, with his name, and on the Reverse Romulus 
and Remus, with the she-wolf, in an irregular ob- 
long compartment, oyer which is the word rex. Its 
genuineness has been suspected, chiefly on account 
of this imitation of a Roman device ; but it is by no 
means singular in that respect, as will appear on ex- 
amination of N® 25 in the first Plate of Sceattae. 

There are Pennies of Eadbearht, or Ethelbert 
surnamed Praen, which have his namie and title in 
three lines on the Obverse, and his Moneyer's name 
on the other side. 

« Wilkins, p. 7. ' U. Ibid. f Id. p, 10. 
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Only three Moneyers have yet been discovered 
on the Coins of this Monarch, who began to reign 
A. D. 794. 

ETHEJLMOD. lAENBERHT. TIDBEAH. 

Cuthred ascended the throne in the year 797^ 
On his Coins the title of King of Kent first appears, 
in addition to the name. The Reverses have respec- 
tively the names of the following Moneyers : 

. DVDA. HEREMODI. SIGEBERHTI. 

EABA* SIGEBERHT. VERHEARDI. 

HEREMOD. 

Beldred is likewise stiled King of Kent upon his 
Money. His reign began in 805, and continued 
until the dissolution of that kingdom in 8^3. 
Three different types of his Money are engraven in 
Plate III. 

On the first of them will be found the earliest in^ 
stance which is known of the insertion of the place 
of Mintage. Its Reverse bears within the inner cir- 
cle an abbreviation of dorovernia civitas^ and is 
the ^rliest specimen^ which can be authenticated^ 
of the Royal Mint in Canterbury. 

His Moneyers were, 

DIORMOD. ETHELMOD. OBA. SWEFNBRD. 

No Coins of the South Saxon Monarchs have as 
yet been discovered. 

In the Laws of Ina, who reigned over the West 
Saxons from 688 to 726, the Fines are reckoned by 
Shillings^ except in two or three instances^ where 
Pennies are, for the first time, made use of for that 
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purpose K None of tbia Monarch's Coins have yet 
appeared ; but to his immediate successor, Aethet* 
heard, some have been attributed K They are of rude 

h WUkins, p. 14. 

^ Mr. Combe« under whose inipection the Plates of Anglo* 
Saxon Coins which illustrate this Work were engrared, commu- 
nicated to me, some time since^ his opimoa that the Coals 
above-mentioned were wrongly appropriated to AethelheanL I 
am happy in having an opportimity to. stale to my Readers, ia 
Mr. Combe's own wofrds, the arguments on whiph that opinion 
is founded : *' I have long had reasoti to believe that the Coini 
which have been hitherto attributed to Aethelweard, or rather 
Aethelheard, King of the West Saxons, belong, m reality, td 
some unknown King of the former name aonong the PHnces ctf 
the East Angles, if the Coins of Aethelweard, or Aethelheard^ 
be compared with those of Eadmund King oi the East Angles, 
it will be found that not only the types of the two Coinages 
agree, but that the names of several of the Moneyers correspond; 
and even the formation of the letters, which are of a very peci»« 
liar shape, is precisely the same on the Coins of both reigns. The 
inedited Coin of Aethelweai*d, of which a drawing is given, 
affords an additional instance of the resemblance of the Coins of 
Aethelweard to those of Eadmund, for it is in every respect 
simBar, even in the form of the letters, to one of Eadmund, 
published in Mr. Ruding's Work, Plate IX. fig. 9. 

'' Aethelheard, King of the West Saxons, begsm his reign in 7^, 
and it was not before the year 855 that Eadmund was King of 
the East Angles, a difference in point of time of 129 years. Now 
it is highly improbable that such a close resemblance should be 
fbund in any Ccins struck at so great a distance of time from 
each others and we believe that no other instance of a snnilatr 
kind is to be met with m the history of any Country, either in 
ancient or modem times. 

'* There is in point of fact no Kyig of the name of Aethelweard 
among the Kings of the West Saxons ; and it seems probable 
that the En^h Antiquaries not finding the name of Aethelweard 
in the list of Saxon Kings, were led to appropriate the Coins 
with thb name to Aethelheard, a King of the West Saxons, whose 
name resembles that of Aethelweard more than any other, both in 
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workmanship, and bear only the King*s name and 
title, and the Moneyer's name. The Mint does not 
appear upon them. 

Moneyers : 

AETHELHELM. DVDDA. EADMVND. RAEXENHEBE. 

H^ reigned from 726 to 740, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Cuthred, of whom no Coins are known. 

After the death of Cuthred, in 754, no Coins 
have been discovered until the accession of Beorh- 
tric, in 784. Of his Mint a single Penny only is 
known, which is engraven in Plate III. This Coin 
so nearly resembles in type some of those which have 
hitherto been ascribed to Aethelheard, that it should 
seem it must follow their destination. It must 
be observed, however, that the peculiarly formed 
letters do not appear upon it. It has not the name 
either of the Kingdom or the Mint. 

The Moneyer's name is ecchardi. 

Of all the Heptarchic Monarchies the Kingdom 
of Mercia, if we may be allowed to form a conclu- 
sion from the number of its Coins which have de- 
scended to our times, was by far the most wealthy. 
The first specimen, however, of its Coinage is of the 
date of nearly one hundred years from its foundation 
as a separate state, in the reign of Eadvatd, who as- 
cended the throne in 7 16. His Coins are of rude 
workmanship, and have only the name of the King, 

sound and orthography/* [Archseologia, vol. XIX. p. 111. 
This volume has also furnished me with considerable additions to 
the Lists of Moneyers in the reigns of Berhtulf King of Mercia» 
and of the Sole Monarchs Ecgbeorht, Ethelvvlf, and Aethel- 
beaiht.] 
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and of his Moneyer, with the addition of the Mo- 
March's title J. 

His Moneyers were, 

EADNOTH. REGNIGHT, VINTRED. 

The Coins of Offa, whose reign in Mercia ex« 
tended from A. D. 758 to 796, a period of thirty- 
eight years, present some of the most elegant speci- 
mens of the Art of Coinage which are to be found 
in the Anglo-Saxon Series. As he was at Rome in 
the Pontificate of Adrian I., it is probable that he 
brought from thence Italian Artists, to whose skill 
the improvement of his Money is to be imputed. 
These Coins have the head of OfFa, in a style of 
drawing which is without parallel in the Money of 
this Island from the time of Cunobeline to the reign 
of King Henry VH. If the account be correct, that 
he visited Rome only about two years before his 
death \ it should seem that these Coins should have 
been placed the last amongst the representations of 
his Money. Immediately after his death the Italian 
Artists jnust have ceased to work, as the Money re- 
sumed its former barbarous appearance on the acces- 
sion of his son Egcberht. 

On some of his Coins his name only is impressed 
on the Obverse, and in others it has the addition of 
REX, or of REX MERCiORVM^; ou all these the name 
of the Moneyer is to be found on the Reverse. 

j In liis Charters he stiles himself Rex Merciorum. [Hemingi 
Chart, p. 16.] 

^ Carte, History of England, vol. I. p. 273. lliis account 
rests, as I believe, solely upon the ^Bibulous life of Ofia ; but 
there is sufficient evidence of his intercourse with Italy to warrant 
the supposition respecting the employment of Italian Artists. 

1 In his Charters his title is — A. D. 772, Rex Suthanglorum ^ 
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But idttanoes are iiot* wanting wbere tbe Mo- 
neyer 8 name appears on tbe Obverse, with the imi^ 
of tbe Monarch, whose name and titib are then 
transferred to the otter side ; and one Penny is 
stamped with the King*s name on both sides. 

The types of the Reverses are eitretnely nume- 
rous, and some of them are not destitute of pictu- 
resque design ; they do not a^ord the name of any 
of his Mints. 

Various Moneyers were employed by him ; their 
names were. 



A£LREt>. 

ALHMVN. 

ALHMVKD. 

ALHMVTH. , 

AJLMVND. 

BABBA. 

BEANEARD. 

BERNEARD. 

e£LHARI>. 

ClOLilAltD. 

EADBERHT. 
EADMVK. 
EADMVVN. 
EALHMVNTH. 



EALMVND. 

EALRED. 

EOBA. 

ETlEIELNOTH. 

ETHELVALD. 

ETHILVALD. 

FEHTVALD. 

HEABER,orpos- 

siWy HEATHER. 
IBBA. 
INONNO. 
INOTH. 
JLVLLA. 
OETHELRES. 
OLHMVND. 



OSMOD. 
OTER. 
REDtVm. 
REGNIGHT. 
THONI, probably 

INOTH reversed. 
VDD. 
VINTRED. 
WEHVALD. 
WIHREA. 
WIHRBD. 
WIHTRED. 
WINOTH. 
WLNOTH. 



His Queen Cenetbreth, or Quindred, appears^ to* 
have enjoyed the privilege of coining ; at least her 
name appears upon two Pennies which have de- 
scended to these times. On the Obverse of two of 
these is an head, which is supposed to represent her 



7S0^ Rex Mercensium ; 788, Rex Merckmim ; Rex AngIonu&; 
Rex a rege r^nra constitutus. [Heroingi Chart, pp. 55S. 26. 
18. lOSl.]. Gratia Dei Rex Mercioruro. [Mat. Parir, p. 1151. 

Additamenta Editoris.} 



KINGDOM OF M£RCIA. 3^5 

husbaqd Oflfa^ with the name of the Mooeyer, in a 
style greatly resembling those Coins of Offa which J^ Ji'.^MC 
are engraven in Plate IV. N^ 12 ind 14. On the^^ ^i/Ji^ 
Reverse is the Queen's name^ together with heri^^^^^^^ ^. 
title ™. But however these two pieces may seem not *;u:^/^i*^ 
to have claimed the power of coinage for her, but to /^tJs:^ a^ 
have left it in the hand of the King, with whose Ci^tit;:;^ 'ci 
image they are impre$sed ; yet another Penny bears efJu,tU^><LC 
her superscription alone, which gives it the appear- ^su»*i'*< ^^/t 
ance of having issued from the Mint under her sole -^^fiffA.* 
authority. TlU^^^UJ^^ 

Her Moneyers are, eoba. oba, ^7f^'* ^ 

On the death of OfFa, in 796, his son Egcberht ^^;^ ^ y/^ 
succeeded to the throne, and died within six months ^^ ^oi%^ 
after his accession. But notwithstanding the short- ^§ C, Jt ^ 
ness of his reign he coined Money, of which speci- %^Zl^j^ 
mens still exist. They bear on the Obverse his^^^/v^^. 
name, with that of the Moneyer on the Reverse ; ^^^^ ^^.^^^^ 
and they are appropriated to this Monarch on ac- «^ (^Lyi, 
count of their resemblance to the Coins of Oflfa, and C^^^^Z^ 
because they appear to have been stamped by his ^Uf^t^L .• 
Money^ers, whose names are found upon them '^. /irs^^-^KLt^ 

They are, babba and vdd. ^^-'Z^// "^ V 

After his death, Coenvulf ascended the throne of ^6^,1^1^ Umi\ 
Mercia, which he possessed more than two and*^-»-.^^***^«. 
twenty years. ^ '^run^c^^^^^M^^l^^ 

m Her name appears, with her 8t}ie, in a Charter granted by*^ •^^^i^Jw 
Ofifa to the Church of Worcester — Ego Cynethryth Dei gratia ^^^^ (9^^ 
Regina Merciorum. [Selden's Titles of Honour, pait I. chap. VI. s .^ J 

n William of Malmsbury says that Ofifti caused his son to be ^*^^ ' ^^^^^y/ 
andinted King,during his life-time. p. 33, ^^ -^^^Z 

VOL. I, » Y ^//^- 
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In variety of types his Coinage resembles that of 
Offa ; but in point of workmanship it is far inferior 
to it. All his Coins have his name and title, with 
the addition of m. to designate the Kingdom of 
Mercia ^. Their Reverses bear simply the name of 
the Moneyer, withont any place of Mintage. 

His Moneyers were numerous, and many of their 
names are the same as those which appear upon the 
Money of Ofla and Egcberht. 



BIORNFERTH. 
BOTRED. 
CEOLBEALD. 
CIOLHARD. 
DBALLA. , 
DIAR P. 

diolap. 

DIORMOD. 

DVDA. 

DVN. 

BALRSTAN. 

EANMVND. 

BCBERHT. 



ECGBERHT. 

EOBA. 

ETHECMOD. 

ETHELMOD. 

HEREBERHT. 

LVDOMAN. 

LVL. 

LVLLA. 

N£REBER14T<1. 

OBA. 

SEBERHTI. 

SIGEBERDTI. 

SIGEOTfiF. 



SVVEFNERD. 
TIDBEARHT. 
VERHEARD. 
VERHEARDI. 
WERHEARD. 
WERHEARDl. 
WIGHED^ 
WIHTRED, 
or 
WINTRED. 
VVILHVN. 
WITHED. 
WITHER. 



The short reign of Ciolvulf I., which commenced 
about 8] 9, and continued not more than twelve 



^ In his Charters he likewise styles himself Rex Merciorum. 
[Hemiagi Chart, p. 1. anno 816.] . v 

On one> which was in the course of the year 1817 found near 
Dorking, the type of the Obverse is similar to No 28, and the 
Reverse is nearly the same as No 24, in Plate VII. It is in the 
possesfflob of George Dewdney, Esq. Banker, at Dorking, having 
been dascovered upon an estate in his occupation. 

P On Mr. Dewdney*s Coins. ^ 

q From Mr. Southgate*)s MSS, ; but qu. whether hbrxbbbht 
aboye be not the true reading ? It is not always easy to distill- 
guish whether h. m. or n. be the letter intended. 
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months, afTofdd) notmthstanding its shortness, three 
specimens of his Coinage. 

They are all stamped with the rude representa- 
tion of the Monarch, together with his title as King 
of Mercia. On the Reverse is the Moneyer's name, 
with the addition, in one instance, of the place of 
Mintage : 

DOROBERNIA ^. 

His Moneyers were, 

G£OLHARD*. EALHTAN, probably for EANVVLF. 

DEALING. EALHSTAN. SIGESTEF '. 

He was succeeded by Beornwulf, who reigned 
until 8S49 of whose Coins three are still known to 
exist. They all bear a profile, but scarcely human^ 
with the name and title; and the Moneyers name 
on the other side. No Mints are to be found upon 
them. 

Moneyers : 

EADWAS. EVCarrA. monna. 

The reign of Ludican was still more circum- wC.^^^ 
scribed than that of his predecessor, and was ended ^ -y^*^ ^ 
in about eighteen months. One Penny only of his >*^«^ ^^ 
has yet been discovered. It is engraven in Plate ^^^**^ ^ 
VII. The Reverse of it is singular, in having the ^/^^^^ 
name of the Moneyer, and the title of his oflSce, in ^^^'^ ^^^ ' 
three irregular lines across the field. !* ^^^^^^-^ 

Moneyer, werbald. -^J^^ 



/'0$ 



' In the Duke of Devonshire's Collection. Dr. Combers MS. 

* s Both these names are likewise given on Dr. Combers au- 
thority. The first is from Sir A. Fountaine's Plates, No 3 -, the 
last from the Cabinet of the Duke of Devonshire^ as above. 



Y 2 



3^8 ANNALS OF TH£ COINAGE. 

Wiglaf, who succeeded him, reigned fourteen 
years ; but his Coins are nearly as rare as those of 
his predecessor. One specimen only, with a Cross 
on the Obverse, occurs in Sir Andrew Fountaine's 
Plates, the original of which is not now known to 
exist. By the favour of George Dewdney, Esq. I 
am able to give an engraving of a Penny, struck by 
this Monarch, which- was found, with about 700 
others, upon an estate occupied by that gentleman 
near Dorking in Surrey in the year 1817. It has a 
very rude profile, with the name and title as King of 
Mercia, on the Obverse; and on the Reverse a Cross 
with the MoneyerX name hvvnoell. See Ap- 
pendix, Plate XXIX. REDMAN is the Moneyer upon 
Sir A. Fountaine*s engraving. 

Of Berhtulf, who ascended the throne in 839, and 
reigned thirteen years, not any circumstances are re- 
corded which can illustrate the history of his Coin- 
age. The most common specimens of his Money 
resemble in rudeness, and in legend, those of his 
Predecessors, excepting that not any place of Mint- 
age appears upon them ; but a very rare Penny 
without the head occurred amons:st those discovered 
near Dorking. It is engraven in Plate XXIX. of 
the Appendix. 

His Moneyers' names were, 

BRID. *EANRALD,probably OSY-^F'*. 
BVRNVVALI^. for the preceding. SIGEHEAH. 

DENEHEAH. LIABAVND. ^TATEL. 

DENEHEAN, or OSVLF. WIGEHEAN. 

DENEMEAN. OZVVLF. WINE. 

EANBALD. 

t Mr. DeWdney's Coins. 

u So this name is written by Mr. Soiitbgate in his MSS. 
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The long reign of Burgred afibrds a great variety 
of Coins, together with irrefragable proofs that the 
Art of Coinage had then sunk into the lowest state 
of barbarism, not only in point of execution, bat 
also in the baseness of the standard ; for some of 
them are of an extremely coarse alloy. This de- 
basement was probably occasioned by poverty, the 
consequence of repeated plunderings by the Danes, 
who at length succeeded in driving Burgred from 
his dominions in the year 874^ after he had reigned 
twenty-two years. He took refuge in Rome, where 
he died, and was interred in St. Mary's Church be- 
longing to the School of the English Nation there ^ 

His Coins bear on the Obverse his portrait, if that 
name can be given with propriety to a drawing 
which so little resembles the human form, with his 
name and title around it ^ ; and on the Reverse is 
the Moneyer's name. From the following List it 
should seem that considerable quantities of Money 
were coined in his Mints, where so numerous a body 
^of Workmen was employed. The variety of names 
far exceeds that of any other Monarch of the Mer- 
cian Kingdom, though the reigns of Eadvald and 
OfFa were of considerably greater extent. 
. No Mints are to be found upon his Coins. 

His Moneyers were, ' 

ADHELM. BEAGSIAN. BERNEA. 

ADHLEM. BEARNE. BERHEAH. 

BEACILIA. BERAHM. BERHTEL. 

BEAGITAN. BERHAM. BERLM. 

BEAGLIA. BERHEA, or BEVRNI. 

▼ Saxon Chronicle^ sub anno. ' 

^ A Charter dated 855 calls ^im Burhred rex Mercioram. 
[Hemingi Chart, p. SSJ] 
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BJARNyj^F. 

BLEHTICI *. 

CEALLAF. 

CENR£n» 

CIALtA, 

qjALLAF. 

CVNEHEL. 

CVNEHELM. 

CVNEHL. 

CVNEHLM. 

CVNEHM. 

CVTHERE. 

PAPA. 

PIAINLE. 

PIARVLF. 

PIARVLFI. 

PIARVALD. 

DIARVIL. 

PIARVVLF. 

PIGA. 



PVPA, 
PVDD. 
PVPDA. 
PVPECIL, or 

DYPECIL. 
PVPELM. 
PVPEMAN. 
PVPEMTAN. 
DVPNE. 
PVPWINE, or 

PYPWINE. 
EADNOD. 
EADVLF. 
EANRED. 
ETHELHEAM. 
ETHELVL. 
ETHELVLF. 
ETHERED. 
FflAMRIC« 
GEVNTHE. 



GVPHEJIf. 

GVTUERE. 

HEAGLE^ 

HEAVVLF. 

HEREFERTH. 

HEREMELTH. 

HVGEREP. 

HVSSAr 

LIAFMAN, 

LVLJLA. 

MAMMAN. 

OSMVNP. 

OSMVNE. 

TATA. 

TATEL. 

VVHNE. 

VVLFEARD. 

WIFEARD. 

WINE. 



On the flight of Burgred from his dominions, 
Ceolvulf his Minister mounted the throne, but was 
soon after deprived, by the Danes, of the sovereignty 
which he had assumed. With his short reign the 
Mercian Kingdom expired. 

His Coins resemble those of Burgred in type. 
His Moneyers were, hereberht. oba. 

No Coins of the Monarchs of the East Angles 
are known prior to the reign of Beonna, who as- 
cended the throne about the year 690. 

Two of his Pennies, of the Sc^tta form, and of 
very inartificial workmanship, have been preserved. 
They have on one side the name and title of the 



s Archaeologia, vol. IX. p. 188. 
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King, and the Moneyer^s name, without any addi- 
tion, on the other. 
Moneyer,. efe* 

The unsettled state of this Kingdom, and its sub- 
sequent annexation, for a time, to that of M ercia by 
Offa, are probably the causes that no Coins have 
been discovered subsequent to the reign of Beonna, 
until Eadmund ascended the throne, about the year 
855, more than one hundred and fifty years after 
the decease of that Monarch. But see note ]}] p. 32 1 . 

His Coins have his name and title, rex an.^ on 
the Obverse, and the Moneyer's name on the Re- 
verse. The situation of his Mints is not known, as 
his Money gives no information respecting them. 

His Moneyers were, 
aethelhelm. dvdda. eadwold. 

alex. eadmonv. ethelhelm. 

baelhelm. eadmvnd. ethelvvlf. 

beornferth. eadvald. sigered. 

beornhaeh. eadwald. silered. 

DECALE. EADWARD: TWICCA. 

After the martyrdom of St. Eadmund, by the 
Danes, in the year 870^, Guthrum, a Dane, was 
placed upon the throne of East Anglia, by Alfred •. 
This Monarch was converted to Christianity, and at 
the time of his baptism, in 878% took upon him 
the name of Ethelstan ^. 

His Coins, of which several varieties have been 
preserved, must have been struck subsequently to 

y Chron. Sax. sub anno. 2 WiUiam of Malmsbury, p. 34. 

& Chron. Sax. sub anno. 

b Gu'on. Sax. sub anno 890, in which year Ethelstan died. 
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his conversioQ, as they all bear his Anglo-Saxon 
name^ and are marked with the s3rtnbol of Christi- 
anity. They resemble, in type, those of his prede- 
cessor^ excepting that the letters an are never added 
to his title. The first of these letters, however, is 
frequently found within the inner circle of the Ob- 
verse. • They have, in general, the Moneyer's name 
on the Reverse, without any place of Mintage ; but 
one remarkable Penny reads ethelstan on the Ob- 
verse, and REX ANG. on the Reverse ; and another 
has ETHELSTAN REX on both sides ^. 

The following names of his Moneyers are all that 
I have been able to discover : 



EADGAR. 


ERNWER. 


RERNNER. 


EADNOD, 


ERONWER. 


TORHTHEL. 


probably for 


MON. 


TORNTHELM 


EADNOTH. 


ORNTHELM. 


TORTHELM.. 



Eohric, who succeeded him in the year 890, was, 
after a reign of fourteen years, expelled by his sub- 
jects, and this Kingdom was then added to the do- 
minions of Eadward the Elder**. 

The Kingdom of Northumberland, which was 
founded by Ida about the middle of the sixth cen- 
tury, has this remarkable peculiarity belonging to 
its Coinage — that from its Mints issued, as far as 
is yet discovered, the only Brass Coins which were 
struck by the Anglo-Saxons. The earliest speci- 
men, hitherto known, is of the reign of Ecgfrith, 
who ascended the throne in the year 670, and fell 
at Drummechtan, with most of his troops, in the 

c In Mr. Barker*8 Cabinet. Mr. Southgate'a MS. 
4 William of Malmsbwry^ p. 34. 
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15th year of his reigns It diiflfers from the Stycas of 
succeeding Monarchs in the omission of the Moneys- 
er's name on the Reversed , 

Of the sixteen succeeding Monarchs (whose reigns 
occupy a period of something more than 130 years) 
no Coins have as yet occurred. The first that appears 
was struck by Eanred, who began to reign in the 
year 808. ^ He was, according to Speed, one *^ of 
the intruders, or rather tyrants, who bandied for this 
sovereignty for the space of thirty years/ The last 
of them 'was -3Ella, with whom terminated the 
Northumbrian Monarchy. 

One Silver Penny of Eanred is known. It has 
his portrait, with his name and title, on the Obverse, 
and on the other side the Moneyer's name and oflSce, 
with the letter m, whose meaning 1 am unable to 
explain f. His Stycas are of various rude types, 
without any representation of the Monarch, but 
with a legend similar to that on his Silver Coiti, ex- 
cepting that the Moneyer's name stands on the Re- 
verse, without any addition. 

The Workmen employed by him were, 

ALDAT£S. FORDRED. HRRED. 

BRODER. FVLCNOD. HVAETRED. 

RRODR. GADVTES. MONNE. 

DAEGBERCT. GADVTEIS. . THES. the Moneyer 

EADVINI. HEARDLF4 on his Penny. . 

EANRED. HEARDVLF. WLFHEARD. 

EARRDVVLF. HERRED. VVLFRED. 

« Turner's History of the Anglo-Saxons^ vol. I. pp. 160, 152. 
f See an Engraving of the Coin, Appendix, Plate XXVIII. 
and the Explanation. 
fS See Appendix, Plate XXVII. 
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Tbe Stycas of Ethelred his son, who succeeded to 
bim A. D. 840, so much resemble those of bis fa^ 
ther as not to require a particular description. They 
are much more numerous than his predecessor's. 

His Moneyers were, 



ALDHERE. 


EDILREED. 


LEOGDEGN. 


ALGHERE. 


EORDRED, 


MONNE. 


ANRED. 
BROTHER. 
CEOLBALD. 
CVDHEARD. 


pro 
FORDRED? 
FORDRED. 
HNIFVLA. 


ODILO. 
OLDVN. 
TIDVLF. 
VBRODER. 


BADMVND. 

¥:anbald. 

EANRED. 
EARDVVLF. 


lEVVBE. 
INRED. 
LEOFDEG. 
LEOFDEGN. 


VENDELBERHT. 
VVLFRED. 
WINTRD. 
WINTRED. 



• He was succeeded by Redulf. 
The Stycas of his Coinage resemble those of his 
predecessors. I have not been able to discover the 
date of his accession to the throne. 



His Moneyers are, 

ALGHERE. qu. COENED. 

ALDHERE ? CVDBEREHT. 
BROTHER. EANRED. 



FORDRED. 

MONNE. 

VENDELBERHT. 



Oii the Stycas of Osbercht, whose reign began 
in 849, and ended by the usurpation of j^lla in 
862, the title of rex is sometimes omitted. In other 
respects they differ not from the former. 

His Moneyers' names are less numerous than 
those of his predecessors. They are, 

EANVLF. EANVVLF. MONNE. VINIBEGHT. VINIBERHT. 

After his reign the Stycas seem to have fallen into 
disuse, at least none of a later period have yet been 
found. 
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At what tim^ R^n^ld ^eceaded the throne is oot * 
known ; but both he and Anlaf were expelled from 
the Kingdom, by Eadmund, in the year 944 '*. 

One Coin only remains of the work of his Mints. 
It is the first on which the Saton Cqnunc appears 
instead of the Roman Rex* On the Reverse is the 
Moneyer's name, avra. 

The Coins of Anlaf, who was driven from North- 
umberland in the same year that Regnald was ex* 
pelled from thence, are much more numerous than 
his. On some of them the Saxon Cununc is found, 
and on others the Roman Rex. His name also is 
variously written, it being sometimes Anlaf, and at 
others Onlaf. One Coin bears on the Obverse 
the Raven, which was also worked on the en- 
chanted Danish Standard^ ; and another has on its 
Reverse what seems to be intended for a Banner : 

^ Chron. Sax. sub anno. 

i See Plate XI. No 1. Of this Coin Sir A. Fountainc says, 
*' Aquila (vel alia qusBCunqtie sit avis) bulc numino io^pr^ssa 
videtur fuisse signum seu vexiUum Anlafi ad instar AquiJ^e Ro* 
mans." [Numismata Ang. Sax. &c. p. 17^-] But it is more 
probable that this bird was a representation of the iamous 
Standard^ which is thus described in Asser's Life of Aelfredi who 
took it from the Danes A.'D. 878 * : "^ In quo etiam acceperunt 
illud vexillum quod Rea&n f nominant : dicunt enim quod tres 
sorores Hungari et Habbse^ filin videlicet Lodebrochi iJlud vex- 
iUum texuerunt, & totum paraverunt illud uno meridiano tem- 
pore ; dicunt etiam, quod in omni bello, ubi prsecederet idem 9ig- 
num, si victoriam adepturi essent^ appareret in medio signi qua^i 
conrus vivens volitans : sin vero vincendi in futuro fuissent> pon- 
deret^irecte nihil movens : et hoc ssepe probatum est.*' [Asse- 
rius de rebus gestb -ffiUfredi. h, Wise, p, 33. Vid. Vit. Mfredi k 
Spelmanno, p. 31.] 



* Afttr a battle in Devonshire, in which the Brother of In war and *. 
Healfden was slain, together with 840 of his men. Chron. Sax. sub anno. 
, t It was also called Raunfan. Gesta Danorum extra Dai\iam, vol. II. p. 33. 
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possibly the same Standard^ though it is upon too 
small a scale to allow the representation of the Raven 
upon it J. 

These Coins all bear, on the Obverse, the Mo- 
narch's name and title, with the Moneyer's name on 
the other side. No Mint is to be found upon 
them. 

His Moneyers were, 

ATHEFERD. FAMAN. RADVLEF. 

ATHELFERD. FARMAN. RATHVLF. 

BACIALER. FARN. WADTER. 

EAGMON. INGELGAR. 

In the year 949 Anlaf returned to the Kingdom 
of Northumberland, and was again expelled, by his 
subjects, in 952, who raised to the Throne Yric the 
son of Harold. Him likewise they deprived in less 

j See Plate IT. N* 2. * The figure on the Reverse has been 
thought to represent various things. By Obadiah Walker it was 
supposed to be the front of a Church. This Sir A. Fountaine 
conceived to be a mistake^ but knew not for what it was 
intended. [Vid. Num. Ang. Sax.] Mr. Thwaites called it a 
Pastoral Stafif and a Book secured with seven seals^ and that it 
was struck to commemorate the baptism of Anlaf. [Notse in 
Ang. Sax. Nummos.] Mr. G. North imagined it " to be the 
Cpifm^ which was a white linen cloth, put over the face> imme^ 
diately after baptism, and worn for eight days." [MS pen^ 
Autorem.] The figure on the Obverse is said by Thwaites to be 
the rude form of a Mitre. Sir A. Fountaine can make nothing of 
it. Nicolson takes it to be a Cluster of three Kingdoms, not 
much unlike the three Legs (as they are called) upon the modem 
Farthings of the Isle of Man j and as the English Historians 
make Anlaf King of Ireland, Northumberland, and (multanim 
Insularum) of the Isles 5 and that he was also, as he conjectures^ 
.Kijig of Man ; he asks, '' Is not this the firmest ground whereon 
the Manks Tripos can stand ?" [Irish Hist. Library, p. 74.] 
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than two years, and the Kingdom was then taken 
possession of by j9£dred K 

Some of the Pennies of Eric are stamped, on the 
Obverse, with the figure of a Sword, the meaning 
of which is not known, whilst others have only a 
plain Cross Patee in the centre: all of them bear 
the King's name and titled Their Reverses have 
the names of the following Moneyers : 

ACVLF. INEGELGAR. INGELGAR^ 

HVNRED^ INGAELGAR. RADVLF. 

At the beginning of the ninth century Ecgbeorht 
ascended the throne of the West Saxon Kingdom ; 
and in the course of his long reign brought under 
his dominion nearly the whole of the Heptarchic 
States. He is therefore commonly considered as 
The First Sole Monarch of England™ ; notwith- 
standing those States were not completely united in 
one Sovereignty until the reign of Eadgar. 

On his Coins he is styled sometimes rex alone, 
and sometimes saxonvm is added in a Monogram 
within the inner circle of the Obverse, where in the 
others a rude representation of the Monarch appears. 

k Chron. Sax. sub annis. 

1 Which IS sometimes eric rex only -, in other instances n is 
added, probably for the name of his Kingdom ; and a Penny in 
the Cabinet of the late Robert Austin^ Esq. reads bricvs rbx a. 

<n Selden ss^ys, th^t the glory and greatness of Egbert consisted 
rather iathe swallowing up of the other subject Kingdoms into 
his own m\e, and in the new styling the Heptarchy by the name 
of Englaad (for he^ in Parliamento, apud Wintoniam, miitavit 
nomen regni, de consensu populi sui, Sfjussit illud de catero vocari 
Angliam) than in having a larger dominion than any of his pre- 
decessors. [Titles of Honour, part I. chap. HI. § 1. He quotes, 
for the words in Italicks> Instrum. lib. Hospit. S. Leonardi. 
Ebor. MS. in Bibl. Cottoniana.] 



538 ANKALd or tM COIHAO^. 

The Mon^yer> ndtne is oh the Reverse* His MitAi 
are not known, unless the Monogram in the centre 
of N* 2 and 3 of his Coins should be intended for 
Canterbury. 

"The work <rf his Money," says Mr. G. North, 
*^ is so very rude and bad as justly to be wondered 
at, especially as the Money of OfTa, who died not 
50 years before himy expresses a degree of elegancy. 
It * may in general be observed that the Coins we 
have remaining of the West Saxon Kings are infe- 
rior in work to all the rest of the Saxon Money." "^ 

If the Monogram on the Reverse of N*^ 2 and 3 
of his Coins be intended for dorob c, then Can- 
terbury must be inserted as one of his Mints. 

His Moneyers were, 

BEORNEHART. PEBIS. - TIDBEARHT. 

BEORNHEARD. DIOkMOD. TIDEMAN. 

BEQRNHEARTH. DVNVN. TILVVINE. 

BIORNMOD. OBA. TIMBEARHT. 

BIOSEL. OSMVND. TIMDEARHT. 

BOSA. SIGESTEF. VVEFNARD. 

BOSEL. SVEFNVRD. 

Ethelvulf succeeded to Ecgbeohrt in 837; and 
although his reign extended to little more than one 
half of the length of his Father^s, yet more pf his 
Coins have been found, and a greater variety of 
Moneyers appears upon them. They bear on the 
Obverse his name and title, which is sometimes 
continued on the Reverse, either by cant, saxonio- 

n MSS.pen^Autor. If Mr. North had recollected the barba- 
rous workmaoship of the Coins of Egcberht and Coenvulf^ the 
immediate successors of Offa in the Mercian Kingdom^ he would 
not have expressed so much surprize at the rudeness of this 
Money. 
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IfeVM) or OCCIIffiNTALIVM SAXONIORVM. His pOl>- 

trait is rudely executed on some of them, whilst on 
others^ its place is occupied by a part of the word 
DORiBERNiA, the placc where they were struck. 
The Reverses have the Moneyer's name, sometimes 
alone, and sometimes with his title of office sub- 
joined. 

No other Mint appears upon them but doribi&ii^ 
NiA, Canterbury. 

His Moneyers were. 



BEAGMVN. 
BJBAOMVND. 
BIARMOD. 
BIARNNOTH. 
6IORMOD. 
•BRID. 

DEGBEARUT. 
DEINEAH. 
DIAR. 
DINEAH. 
DVDVINE. 
DVNN. 
DYN. 
DYYN. 
EAGMVND. 
EAIGMVND. 
EALGMVND. 
EANMYND. * 



EARDVLFES. 

ETHELEHERE. 

ETHELERE. 

ETHELGEARD. 

ETHELHERE. 

ETHELLOD. 

ETHELMOD. 

ETHELMVND. 

ETHELNOTH. 

HEBIJCA. 

HEDEBEALD. 

HEREBEAED. 

HEREBEALD. 

HEREBELD. 

HEREBEVLD. 

HVNBEAHT. 

HYNBEARHT. 



HVNRE0. 
LIABA. 
LIVBA. 
MAKING. 
MANNA. 
MVNN. 
OSMVND. 
TIRVALD. 
TORHTVLF. 
TORHTVVALD. 
VERMVND. 
VVEALHEARD. 
VVELHHEARD, 
or 
VYELMHEARD. 
VVILHEAH. 
VVILHEM. 



Aethelbald. Of this Monarch, who ascende<d the 
throne upon the death of his Father in 857, no 
Money is now known to exist. But in a Set of 
Plates of Anglo-Saxon Coins, which was engraved 
by Hall, under the direction, as it is believed, of 
Mr. John White, of Newgate Street, a Penny is 
ascribed to him. In type it is exactly similar to 
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N<» 1. of EtbdTulf in Plate XIV. and has on Us 
sides the following legend :, Obverse, aethelbald 
REX. — Reverse, beahmvnd moneta. To this En- 
graving the late Dr. Combe has referred in his MS., 
and has marked the Coin as being in the Cabinet 
of Mr* Austin, wh^e he assured me that he saw it, 
and had no doubt of its being a genuine Coin. The 
Coin, however, is not now in Mr. Austin's Collec- 

, tion, which was carefully examined by Mr. Taylor 
Combe. I have,j[iotwithstanding, given the above 
account of this remarkable Penny, because from 
Dr. Combe's accuracy I am convinced h« could not 
have been mistaken as to the existence of the Coin ; 
nor is it probable that the correctness of his eye 
could have bpen deceived by a forgery. The inser- 
tion of this description may possibly lead to the 
discovery of this valuable relique of the Anglo-Saxon 

'Mints. 

The short reign of Aethelbald terminated, by his 
death, in 862, when his brother Aethelbert suc- 
. ceeded him, but sat on the throne not more than 
five years. Few of his Coitis were known, until the 
hoard which was (discovered in the neighbourhood of 
Dorking, in 1817, afforded 249 of them, all of the 
type of N« 1 in Plate XV. ^ They bear in their le- 
gends only the name and title of the Monarch, and 
of his Moneyerrf. 

BADEMVND. BIARNMOD. CEKRED. 

BADEKOTH. BIARNVINE. CENVEALD. 

B£AGMVND. BVRNVALD. CVNEFRETH. 

BEAHMVND. CEALBARD. DEALLA. 

i 

o See Archaeologit, vol. XIX. p. 117. 
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Di£a9)&AR9T. 

Df GJLAB. 

DEGLAF. 

DENEMVND. 

DIALMOD. 

DIARMOD. 

DVDDA. 

DVDVINS. 

DVDWINE. 

EADVLF. 

EALDRED. 

ETHELGEARD. 

BTHELHERE. 

ETHELNOTH. 

STHELRED. 

ETHELRSED. 



ETHELVLF. 

ETHERED. 

HEABEARHT. 

HEBECA. 

HEREBEAtD. 

HSRETRETH. 

HEREGE4RD. 

HEREMVND. 

HVNBEARHT. 

HVNRED. 

LIABINC. 

LIABINCG. 

LVCEMAN. 

MANINC. 

KOTHVl-F. 



O0B£ARBf . 

OSHERS. 

OSMERE. 

SEFRETH. 

SELERED. 

IIIGEHERE. 

TORHTMVND. 

TORHTVLF. 

VERMVKD. 

VIINOTH, 

VIOHTMVND. 

VLANCEARD. 

Vyi-FEARD. 

VVLFHEARD, 

VWBEARHT. 



The Children of Aethelbearht were set aside by 
his Brother Aethelred^ who assumed the govern- 
ment^ on his death, in 867. 

The legend of his Coins differs from those of his 
predecessor only in the addition cf sa^orvm to his 
title. No Mint appears upon th&m* 

The following names of his Moneyers have been 
preserved : 



BIARNEAH. 


DVDD. . 


HEREBEALD. 


BIARNMOD. 


DVDDA. 


MANING. 


BVRGNOTH. 


DVNN. 


MANN. 


DENVALD. 


ELBERE. 


MANNING. 


DIGA. 


ETHELRED. 


TORHTMVND, 



Aelfred was raised to tbe throne upon the de^th 
of Aetbelred, the rights of the Children of the eUer 
Branch being again violated. 

Although his long reign, from 872 to 901, was 
so much disturbed by the incursions of the Danes, 
with whom he was engaged in bloody contests 

VOL. I. z 
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almost to the time of his death, yet his nataral 
genius and inde&tigable application enabled him to 
arrive at such a proficiency in literature and in the 
arts as was imequalled by any of his contemporaries. 
The following account, by Asser, of his unwearied 
diligence in widely-varied pursuits, is so highly 
interesting that 1 shall, without apol<^, give it at 
large in his own words; only premising, that the 
Author was honoured with the unreserved friend- 
ship of his Monarch, and was therefore well quali- 
fied to record his private pursuits, as well as his 
public history: ^^Interea tamen," says he, "rex 
inter bella & prsesentis vitae frequentia impedimenta, 
necnon Paganorum infestationes, & quotidianas cor- 
poris infirmitates, & regni gubemacula regere & 
omnem venandi artem agere; aurifices & artifices 
sUos oipnes, & felconarios, & accipitrarios, canicu- 
larios quoque docere; & aedificia supra omnem 
antecessorum suorum consuetudinem, venerabiliora 
& pretiosiora nova sua machinatione facere ; & Sax- 
onicos libros recitare ; & maxime carmina Saxonica 
memoriter discere, aliis imperare ; & solus assidue 
pro viribus studiosissime non desinebat; divina quo- 
que ministeria, & missam scilicet, quotidie audire, 
psalmos quosdam & orationes, & horas diumas^ & 
nocturnas celebrare, & ecclesias nocturno tempore, 
ut diximus, orandi causa, clam a suis adire solebat 
et frequentabat ; eleemosynarum quoque studio & 
lai^itati indigenis & advenis omnium gentium ; ac 
maxima & incomparabili contra omnes homines 
aflfabilitate atque jocunditate; & ignotarum rerum 
investigation! solerter se jungebat."P 

P Aflierias de rebus gestis .£lfredi> p. 43. Videetiain p. 58. 
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It is much to be regretted that his necessities 
prevented him from bestowing a part of his atten- 
tion on the state of his Coinage, or, more pro- 
perly speaking perhaps, that they irresistibly com- 
pelled him to debase it, for we find Coins of his 
whose alloy is evidently coarser than the antient 
standard. To the same cause, it is probable, must 
be referred the absolute silence of his Laws respect- 
ing any regulations of Money, which he could not 
have omitted to make, had not the peculiar circum- 
stances of his reign precluded the possibility of adopt- 
ing any measures for the improvement of his Coins. 
Accordingly his Laws are entirely silent concerning 
them ; and afford no other information respecting 
the Currency of his time than that it was estimated 
by Pounds, Shillings, and Pence, such being the 
Coins, or Money of Account, by which the Fines 
are regulated. The Third Part of a Penny also 
occurs in them, which could not readily be paid 
unless there were Money of that value ; none, how- 
ever, has yet been discovered. In the League 
between Aelfred and Guthrun the Dane both the 
Mark and the Mancus are to be found ^. 

The earliest of his Money exactly resembles, in 
type, that of his Brother. 

His style upon his Coins is either simply ael- 
fred, or AELFRED REX, Or ELFRED M X"X ; whilst 

m his Charters it is aelfred rex anglorvm et 
SAXONVM^. The Reverse has sometimes the Mo^ 
neyer's name, and sometimes a Monogram of the 
Town where the Mint was placed. 

q Wilkins, pp. 46, 47. 

r Hemingi Chart p. 43, anno 889. 

z2 
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The places of Mintage were, 

DORO. Dorovernia, Canterbury. 
LONDINIA. London in a Monogram. 
ORSNAFORDA. Oxford. 

His Moneyers : 



AELFSTAN. 


DEALING. 


lARNRED. 


AETHELVLF. 


DIARVALD. 


MANNING. 


ATHELVLF. 


DVDD. 


OSHERE. 


BEDRBRN. 


DVINC. 


SEFRED. 


BERHVVSD. 


DVNN. 


SIEESTEF, pro 


BIARNVLF. 


FOLEARD. 


SIGESTEF. 


B08A, or 


FRANBALD. 


TIDBALD. 


BOZA. 


GINEEF. See 


TILEFEINE. 


CIALMOD. 


HLVILA. 


TILEVINE. 


CIALNOTH. 


GODA. 


VILHLM. 


CIALVLF. 


GODAM. 


VVIEARD. 


CVDBERHT. 


HLVILA *. 


WVLGARD. 



On the death of Aelfred, in the year 901, bis son 
EadWard^ commonly distinguished by the name of 
Eadward the Elder, succeeded to the government. 
Of the state of the Coinage in his reign no legal 
documents^ or records, are to be found ; nor do the 
Historians of his time furnish any information : the 
little which can be said upon the subject must 
therefore be collected from his Coins which still 
remain. On them we see such a variety of types as ^ 
.will justify the conclusion of a very extensive Coin- 
age having issued from his Mints; but no intelli- 
gence is afibrded as to the particular parts of his 
dominions in which they were situated. Though 
there is ewry reason ' to believe that not only the 

s HLVILA, GINEEF, occuT OH the Reverse of a Coin of similar 
type to No 13, Plate XVI. and ^eem to be the naaes of two Mo- 
neyers. 
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Monarcbs who preceded, but those also who fd- 
lowed, him, must have coined Halfpennies of Silver, 
yet it is a curious fact, that of his Coinage alone ^|^r..yf>,^ 
pieces of that denomination have been found. Two y^^^ ^^ 
of them are now known ; one of which I discovered^,^^^;^ ^ 
in the Bodleian Library : some time afterwards an-^^;^;^^^^^^^ 
other was purchased by Mr. Tyssen, and came with;^^ ^^ ^^^ 
his Collection to the British Museum. Representa- * jua/Uf.^^ 
tionsof them will be found in Plate XVII. N^Sir/^"^/^ 

In his Laws the Fines are estimated by Shillings^^^^ ^^^ ^ 
alone ; but in the Treaty between him and Guth^\^ . iC^At^ 
run, the Danish King, the Mark and Ora are found. , ^ . 

His title, upon his Coins, is invariably eadward^, >^'**2^ . 
or EADWEARD REX. The Reverse has his Moneyer'/'^'*** 
name, but no place of Coinage. The Roman w is •^^^ ^ 
always used in his name, though the Saxon F appears '^^'^'^^^^**^- 
sometimes on his Coins. He employed a great ^'•**^ ^ ^ 



number of Workmen in his Mints ; and the follow- *^-^/ 

ing names of them have been preserved: ^ ^"^^^^ ^ ^U/^ 



ABBA. 

ADRIIRI. 

ADRIIRIFI. 

ADVLE, pro 

ADVLF. 

AEDELVVLF. 

AEHERE0, 

AETHELSTAN. 

AETHEtVVINE. 

AETHERED. 

AETHFRED. 

ALHSTAN* 

ATHELVLF. 

ATHSLWVLF. 

ATHVLF. 

BEAHSTAN. 



BEAN RED. 

BEORNERE. 

BEORNVVALD. 

BERHTRED. 

BIORNWALD. 

B016A. 

BRECE. 

BRVHTVALD. 

BVGA. 

BVRHELM. 

CIOLVLF. 

CVDBERHT. 

CYNESTAN. 

DEORMOD. 

DEORVVALD. 

DRYHTVALD. 



EADERED. /^^-^ ^ -^ <-^^h^ 
EAPMVND. *^j ' ^ A^^^f-^ - 
EADVVALD..^.,^ ^ >^ j(c^ 
EALHSTAN.^^ J^ 

EICMVN. "^ 

EICMVND. ^'(-^^'-^^ ^^^ 
ERAMVVIS. ^«^ /t£X - «^^ - 

EREREFVZR.^I^VF/MC^ Ohi 
ETHESTAN. |.^^j> ^ ^^^ 

FRAMVVIS. -^ 

GARRARD. '^''•^'-^^-' 
GRIMVALD. Z""-^^' 
GRIMWALD. ^-^^^M ^XC^ 
HEARDHER. ^ '^ ^ i^^ *4^-^ 
HBDVL. J'U^/.^^^^ u4i^ X^^ 

HBIENFRED.y^ .5.«;c*-.^.*u_ , 
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ORDVLF. 


VVLFHEARD* 


OSLAC. 


VVLF8IGE. 


OSVLF- 


WALEMAN. 


RAE6ENVLF. 


WALMAN. 


REGENVLF. 


WALTERE. 


RIHARD. 


WARIMER. 


SIGGOT. 


WBERHT. 


TISA. 


WEALDHELM, 


VLF. 


WEFRED. 


VVLFEARD. 


WIGHARD. 


VVLFGAR. 


WLFRED. 



HEIOIEBHEIBIOB. 

blundered. 
HEREMOO. 
lOFERM. 
IRFARA. 
IVA. 
MANN. 
NEBEIEDHEEIEI. 

blundered. 
NEIOIROHEICI. 

blundered. 
NIEICONIOICI. 

blundered. 



Aethelstan, who ascended the throne in 524, on 
the death of his Father Eadweard, appears to have 
been the first of the Anglo-Saxon Monarchs who 
ordained Laws for the regulation of the Coinage. 
In a grand Synod, which was held at Djieatranleaje * 
(wherein were present Wulfhelme Archbishop of 
Canterbury, together with all the noble and wise 
men whom the King bad assembled), it was ap- 
pointed that there should be one kind of Money 
throughout the whole Realm", and that no one 

t These Laws for the regulation of the Coins resemble a Capi- 
tular made by Charlemagne in 819. Mr. North's MS. 

The exact time at which this solemn Assembly was convoked 
no where appears ', but it must have been be:ween 928, when 
Wlfhelme was^ consecrated Archbishop, and 940, the year in 
which Aethelstan died. 

tt Selden is of opinion that, prior to this Ordinance, every 
Lord of a City not only exercised the privilege of coining, but 
also stamped the Money with either his name or his effigies. 
These practices he conceives to have been entirely abolished by 
this Law, which required all the Money to be marked with the 
Prince's name or effigy ^ with the addition of the name of the 
Earl of the Province, of the Lord of the City or Town, or of the 
Moneyer. [Notae ad Eadmerutn, p. 2 17] < 
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should Coia but in a Town; that if a Moneyer 
should be guilty, his hand, with which he commit- 
ted the offence, should be cut off, and fixed upon 
the Mint. But if he should be accused, and would 
clear himself, then he should go to the hot iron, 
and acquit his hand of the fraud which he was 
accused of. And if in the Ordeal he should be 
guilt- worthy, it should be done to him as had been 
aforesaid. It was at the same time ordained, that 
there should be in Canterbury seven ^ Moneyers — 
four belonging to the King, two to the Bishop, and 
one to the Abbot ; in Rochester three — two for 
the King, and one for the Bishop; in London 
eight ; in Winchester six ; in Lewes two ; in Hasr 
tings one ; the same in Chichester ; in Hampton 
two; in Werham two; in Shaftesbury two; and 
elsewhere one in the other Burghs^. 

It was at this time, probably, that the practice of 
stamping the name of the Town upon the Coins 
became general in the Mints; and it should seem 
that it began shortly after he ascended the throne, 
as the greater part of his Money is so impressed. It 
has been said, by some Authors % that this was 
enjoined by an Edict of his fifth year [928], which 

▼ Bromton says eight. He gives three to the Archbishop. Col. 
843. 

^ Wilkins> p. 59. To these Leland adds (ex antiquo de legi- 
bus SaxoQum libro) in Dorcestra 1. [Collectanea, vol. III. p. 
313.] It is observable that no Coiiiki of this Monarch have hi- 
therto been discovered of Rochester, Lewes, Hastings, Chiches- 
ter, Southampton, Dorchester, or Wareham; though possibly 
one which reads ws may have been struck at the last place. 
Bromton omits Chichester, Hampton, and Werham, Col. 843. 

* Martin's History of Thetford, p. 279. Nash*^ History of 
Worcestershire! vol. L p. xci. 
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also raifaiveckth^ MoA^jrer^s Bime to be placed Upon 
the Coins; bat of the existence of this Edict I 
believe no proof can be brought. It it possible, 
howevier^ that the prohibition, above-mentioned, 
against coining, excepting widnin the ivalls ci a 
Town, might have caused the Moneyers to stamp 
Upon their work the name of the place where it was 
coined^ as, otherwise, it might not have been rea- 
dily current. 

The various types of his Money may be seen in 
Plates XVII. XVIIL and Appendix Plate XXVIII. 
Qn them he is styled ^ either rex^ without axsy 
addition, or sometimes rex saxorvm^ rex totivs 

BRITANNIA. 

This last title is not found on the Coins of any of 
his predecesscH's, but was assumed by him at an 
early period of his r^n ». To it he appears to hare 
had considerable claim, although, strictly spealdn^ 
the whole of the Kingdom was not absolutely under 
his sovereignty. Of the West Saxons he was King 
by inheritance ; of the Mercians, by election * ; and 
of the greater part of the remainder of Britain by 
conquest^. In conse({uence of this accession of 

y His style in hi? Charters is much more high sounding. In 
one dated 929> it is '' Ego ^thelstanus, regnum totius Albionis, 
Deo sutore> dispensans.*' [Hemingi Chart.p. 111.] 

In another^ of the following year^ " Ego iBthelstanus^ ipsius 
[Dei nempe] munificentia basileus Anglorum^ simol & impera- 
tor regum & nationum in^ fines Britanniee commorantium.*' 
To this Charter he signs, ** Ego ^thelstanus^ singularis privi- 
legii ierarchia preditus^ rex.*' [Hemingi Chart, p. 441.] 

« A Charter in the preceding note proves it to Jbave been u6ed 
by him in A. D. 999. 

t Chron.Sax.5ub anno 925. 

b William of Malmsbury, folio 26. b. Florence of Worcester 
placesi this conquest under the year 996. 
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power, his alKarooe was courted by «6ie gmlmt 
Monarchs on the Continent ^. 

Almost every Coin, or denomination of Money, 
which was at any time in use amongst the Anglo- 
Saxons, is to be found in his Laws ; for the Fines 
which are imposed by them are estimated in Soeat- 
tae. Pennies, Thrymsa^, Shillings, and Mancusei.. 

His Mints were numerous, and extended over 
the greater part of his dominions ; but it is by no 
means probable that one was placed in every Burgh, 
as it has been sometimes concluded from these gene- 
ral words of appointment in his L^w — Gllef t:o ^m 
oj^pum bup^um an : • ^ 

His Coins present the names of the following 
Towns : 



BAT. CIVITATE. Bath. 
DEORABV. Ij^, 
D£ORABVI. J ^ 

DO. IS. 

DOR. civiT. Canterbury. 
£AXANi£ CIV. Exet5er. 

EBORAC. "^ 

EFORWic. >York. 

EFRWIC. J 
EIECIEI. 
EG. 
EOF.^ 

GLEAWAS. Qloucester. 



J 



York. 



HEREF. Hereford 

lEECF. 

LEG. 

LEGO. 

LEGCF. 

LEGCFE. 

LEGCF. BOI6 

LEGE. 

LEGEC* 

LEGECE. 

LEGECEI. 

LEGECF. 

LEGECFI. 



> Chester. 



c William of Malmsbury, folio 28. 

<1 See Heame*s Pre&ce to Johan Glaston. Chron. p. xxix^ 
where he &ncie8 that he had discovered a Mint at Besiles-Lee in 
Berkshire^ which has no other foundation than those general 
words. The true meanhig of the Clause appears to he, that 
there should be no more than one Moneyer in the other Burghs 
which were permitted to coin^ but whose names were not enu- 
merated. 



350 



ANNAJUS or IHE COINAGE. 



Chester. 



>• Leicester. 



tSGEEC* 
LEGF. 
LEIE. 
LEIE. C. 
LEIE. CF. 
LEIG. C. 
LEIG. CE. 
LEIG. CF. 
LEIGE. 
LEIGE. CIF. 
LOND, CI. 
LOND. CIVI. 
LONDI. 
LONDON. CI. 
LVND. CIVIET. 
LVND. CIVITT. 
N. 

NORTHWC. Norwich 



Lon- 
don. 



NORTHWI. 
NORTHWIC. 

NORTHWIE. J- Norwich. 

NORWI. 

NORWIC. 

REORABVI. pro DEORABVI. 

Derby. 

scEFT. Shaftesbury. 
8CR0B. Shrewsbury. 

SNOTENGEHAM. ^ JNotting 

I ham. 
> Staflford. 

> Worcester. 

I Winches- 
J ter. 



STEF. 

STF. 

VERI. 

WE. 

WINC. 

WIN. CI. 

WIN. CIVIT. 



It appears from his Laws, which are referred to 
^^ P* 347, that he established Mints at the following 
places also, though no specimens of their Coinage 
have hitherto been discovered : 

Chichester, Hastings, Lewes, Rochester, South- 
amptonj and Wareham ; and Dorchester also, ac- 
cording to Leland. 

His Money also furnishes a numerous list of 
Moneyers : 

ABBA. ATHELWOLD. BOIGA. 

AELFSTAN. BARBE. BOIGALET. 

AELFVIENE. BARlFERDES. BVRDEL. 

AELFWALD. BEANRED. BVRNELM. 

AETHEIM. BERHTELM. BVRNWALD. 

AETHELSTAN. BERNERE. CENAWA. 

ALET. BIORHTVLF. CNATH. 

AMELRIC. BIORNEARD. DEORERD. 

ARE. BIORNVIC. DEORVLF. 

ARNALF. BOICALET. DEORVVALD. 
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DOMENC£S. 

DRVHTVALD, 

EADGAR. 

EADSTAIN. 

EADVLF. 

EARDVLF. 

EDMVKD. 

EDRED. 

EFRARD. 

EGIBHRET. 

E6LBHRET. 

EINARD. 

ELFVIENE. 

ELLAF. 

£R£* 

ERM. 

ERTHELWO, 

ETHELNOTH. 

ETHELNOTIN. 

ETRAM. 

EVVTHELWO, 

FRARD. 

FROTHER. 

FROTIERM. 

FVGEL. 

GINARD. 



GIOKGBALD. 

GRIMWALD. 

HANTICEN. 

HEREMOD. 

HRODGAR. 

HVNLAF. 

IKGERI. 

ISNEL. 

LANDAC. 

LBERTEE. qu. pro. 

BERTEEL ? 

LIFINC. 

MAELDOMEN. 

MAGNARD. 

M ANTIGEN. 

MEGENFRETH. 

MEGNEREDTES. 

MONTHEGN. 

MONTHIGN. 

ODA. 

ODO. 

OIANNA. 

OSLAC. 

OTHA. 

OTIC. 

PAVLES. 



JUEGEN01.D. 

REGNALD. 

REGNOLD. 

RENVLF. 

ROTBERT. 

SIGEFERTH. 

SMALA. 

SNEL. 

SNELE. 

STEFANVS* 

TIDGAR. 

TIDGER. 

TORHTELM. 

TORTHELM. 

TOTES. 

WAYLES. 

WEALDHELM. 

WIARD. 

WIHARD, 

WIHTEMVND. 

WINELE. 

WITIL. 

WLFGAR. 

WLFSTAN. 

WVLFHELM. 

WVLFSTAN. 



On the death of Aethelstan, A.D. 940, his bro- 
thet" Eadmund succeeded to the Crown. During 
his reign, the practice of placing the name of the 
Mint upon the Money seems to have fallen nearly 
into disuse ; at least a vast majority of his Coins has 
the name of the Moneyer alone. His Laws contain 
no pecuniary Fines, nor any thing relating to the 
subject of our inquiry. Of the Coins which are 
given in Plates XVIII and XIX as his, those with 
the head are thus appropriated on account of their 
resemblance to his brother's Money: those also 
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Laws of bis are extant^ nor are any facts recorded, 
in the histories of his reign, which can illustrate 
the state of his Coinage. 

On his Money he is styled sometimes Rex Anglo- 
rum, and at others Rex Saxorum ' ; but in one in- 
stance the Obverse bears eadred mon. probably for 
Monarcha. The Reverses of his Coins have the 
name of the Moneyer, with, in some feiv instances, 
the addition of the town where the Mint was placed. 

The only Mint yet discovered was situated at 

^^^* „. > Norwich, unless Ax oh the Reverse 
NORTHW. J ^ 

of one Penny should be supposed to mean Exeter. 
His Moneyers' names are very numerous. 



aelfsige. 

AETHELM. 

AETHELMVN0. 

AETHELVLF. 

AGTARDES. 

ALSIGE. 

ANOERET. 

ATHELMVND. 

ATHELVERTH. 

BAIiDRIC. 

BALDVIVIN. 

BALDVVN. 

BERNARD. 

BERNEEHE. 

BERNFERTH. 

BESE. 

BIORHTVLF. 



BOGAES EARDVLE. 

BOIGAES. ELFREDES. 

BOIGAI. ELFRES. 

CALISMERT,Or pos- ENGILRED. 
sibly SMERTCALI. ENGLBRED. 



CANOERETJ, 

cenberhx. 
clacmonI 

CRISTIN. 
CVLEIN. 
DEMENCE. 
DpRVIF, Probably 

DORVLF. 
DVRAN. 
DVRMOD. 
EADMUND. 
EADVLF. 



ENGLEBREO. 

EODIN. 

EROTH. 

EROVLE. 

FERTHICES. 

FRARD. 

FREDRED. 

FRETHICES. 

FRETHICS. 

FROTH. 

FROTHRIC. 

GILLES. 



i See Explanation of No 6 of the Coins of Aethelred I. in the 
15th Plate. 

j So read by Mr. Southgate on a Coin in tlie Bodleian Library; 
but Mr. Wise calls the first letter^ which is imperfect, an l> and 
reading the bottom line backward^ makes it terbla mo. Num. 
in Serin. Bodl. recond. Catalogs, ,p« 96. 
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Mr. UrAan/' ^'^Vy, -»fihw''-Tvi? 

I BEG IcHTc to forward yoa a Bketcli 
of an unpublished Penny of £adred ^LRICES. 
whicli, among other antiquities, has 
been recently brought to light nvithin ' 
the city of London. 'HERBS. 

It may not only, as far as I have FIRTH. 
been able to ascertain, be pronounced t v 
unpublished, but in rererse uni^e 
and its high preservation greatly enl ^• 
hances its interest and ralae^ Th^ LP 
obverse has the osua^^'Mcription ,„ ' ^ 
BADRBDBBX, but with the head; ^vrhich ^^^^T. 
is of very rare occurrence, ts Eaared's JERT. 
coins without the profile are common. vA 
On the reverse we read ALBBfttT oj^ 
ABMi, or LBMi, most probably for t»^. 3RETH. 
iNiNOTVNB, or Leamington, as it i^ ^ES. 
now spelt. Be the to^ainvv^i^ it w«8 
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MANNEN. SWERELINC. 

MARTIN. THEODMAER. 

MVNRED, probably THEODRED. 
HVNRBD. THEODVLF. 

OEDRHERI, THEOTHRED. 

QSFERD, or THODABERT. 

OSFERTH. THRMODE. 

THVRMOD, 

THVRVLF. 

TVLEADREX. 

VNBEfN. 

WALDFRETH. 

WI6ERETH. 

WILAF. 

WILFRED. 

WINEL. 

WINNELM. 

WINVC. 

WLFSTAN. 

WLFSTN. 

WVLFGARES. 

WVLGARES. 

WYNNELM. 



or 



coined wbAt it may, it dififen (tom any ^TCALI, 
«i the scanty Ust afforded by the coin« XISMERT. 
of this monarch 5 and the ivmeyer's 

Bftmeaisc^,iWi^tei4oea^^ Eadwig, who succeeded his 

the long catalogue of hwmlmtiaaftter« ^ «. , 

This coin has betn sold byitR late poa-CI in 95^3 atiords DO mforma- 

A^sftor to the Btitiih Mufceam for 31 u* x r * * 

Ham certainly not shove its vah« -'Object of ouF inquiry, exccpt 

Vonr«, kc. c»ka.EoAc*Siiittt.>e collected from his Coins. 
His style on tnem is only Eadwi, or Eadwig, 
Rex^. A few towns are to be found on the Reverses 
of them ; but in general they have only the name of 
the Moneyer. His Mints were at 
BEDA. Bedford. ham. Southampton. 

EG. York. here. Hereford? 

k In a Charter which bears date 9S6, he is called Eadwi Rex, 
nutu Dei AngulsflBxna & Northumbrorum Imperator. [Hemingi^ 
Chart, p. 333.] 
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"^^- i Huntingdon. 

HVNT. J ^ 

LVND. Loudoo. 

NEVE. 
NEWE. 

His MoneyerB names : 
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Norwich^ 



TO. 
WE. 
WIN. 



AELFREDES. 

AELFSIG. 

AESCVLF. 

AMVN1W8. 

ATHVLF. 

BIRVEft. 

BOIGA. 

CLAC. 

CVTEL. 

DEORVLF. 

DORVLF. 



DVDEMA. 

DVNNC. 

DVNNES. 

DVNNIC. 

EADVJLF. 

EFERD. 

EOFERAD. 

FRARD. 

FROTHRIC. 

GRIM. 

HEREMOD. 



Worcester ? 
Winchester^ 



HERIGER. 

LEVIGN. 

MANEOD. 

MANEO0I. 

MANN. 

MANNA. 

OSWALD. 

THVRMOD. 

WAERIN. 

WARIN. 

WILEBERT. 



During the reign of Eadwig, his brother Eadgar 
usurped part of his dominions, and in 959 took pos- 
session of the whole upon his death. At what time 
he turned his attention to the improvement of his 
Money is not known, for the date of the promul- 
gation of his laws does not appear. In them he re- 
peated that part of Aethelstan*s ordinance, which 
appointed that only one kind of Money should be 
cimrent throughout the realm ; with this further ad- 
dition, that no one should refuse it I 

But, notwithstanding his care, the Money had^ 
at the latter end of his reign, become so much di- 
minished by clipping, that the Penny was scarcely 
equal to one Halfpenny in weight ; he, therefore, a 
short time before his death, commanded new Money 
'to be made threughout all England"*. That this 

1 Wakins, p. 78. « Mat. Westminster, p. 193. 
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crime had attaineci to an alarming excess may be 
inferred from St. Dunstan*s refusal to celebrate Mass 
on Whitsunday, until three Moneyers, who had* 
falsified the Coins, had undergope the usual punish- 
ment of the loss of the right hand. This it seems 
had been deferred on account of the sacredness of 
the day ; but he expressed his sense .-of their crime 
in the strongest terms, and insisted upon the sen- 
tence being executed immediately "« Eadmer's ac- 

>^ The words of Eadmer oxfi : '^ Alio tejoapore Monetarii, tres, -M 
qui in potestate virl erant *, cum feJs& inonet& capti ad subeuiv- 
dam psenam hujusmodi hominibus per totum regnum promulga- 
tain sunt judicati. Quae res a Dunstano abscondi non potuit. 
Die ergo Pentecostes idem pater Missarum solennia celebraturus 
percunctatur^ utrum Dei populo statuta justitia de ipsis monetani% 
£icta fuerit annon? Respondetur earn ob reverentiam tanti 
diei in alium diem esse dilatam. Nequaquam> inquit, ita fiet. 
M onetarii nempe^ qui falsos ex industri^ deharios faciunt, fures 
sunt; & eorum fiirto nullum nocentius esse cognosco. Nam in 
hlsdL monet^ quam £aM;iunt totam terram spoliant^ seducunt^ per* 
turbant. Ipsi divites> ipsi mediocres, ipsi pauperes in commune 
Isdunt^ & omnes quantum sua interest aut in opprobrium ant 
in egestatem aut in nihilum redigunt. Quapropter noveritis^ 
quia ego hodie in sacrificandum Deo non accedam; nisi primo 
illi qui deprehensi sunt, eam quam in seductione totius populi 
promeruerunt subierint paenam. Si enim in ultione tanti mall 
cum negotium me respiciat Deum placare supersedeo -, quomodo 
ilium de manibus meis sacrificium suscepturum sperare queo. 
Sed haec licet crudelitati possint ascribi^ Deo tamen patet inten- 
tio mea. Lacrimse, gemitus atque suspiria vidqarum ac pupillo- 
rum, clamor quoc^ue Tulgi totius mibi incumbit^ & correctionem 
hujus mali deposcit. Quorum afflictionem, si quantum in me 
est mitigare noix intendo 5 & Deum qui gemitibut eorum com- 

patitur, nimis offendo, &. alios ad idem malum exercendum 

I 

* Viri fn potestate, according to Du Cange, were men subject to the 
power of the lord, or, io other words, villeins. Vide Gloss. Homines Po- 
testatis : sub voce Potfistates, col. 710. But see objections to renderin|f 
^ Viri in potestate by Villeins in vol. }, p. 132 n. [0.] 

VOL. I. A A 
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count of this transaction is so curious, that I hafe 
given it at length. 

In his Laws the payments are regulated by Shil- 
lings and Pennies only, but in the Statutes Northum- 
brensium JPresbyterorum, which in the Cambridge 
MS. are subjoined to them, Orae and Marks are 
found ^. 

On his Coins he styles himself Rex Anglomm, 
and also Rex totius Britanniae p. The Reverses bear 

promptiores & audadores fiacio. Dixerat, et pro psena illorum 
qui ibanus erant perdituri pietate motas, lacrimb manat ; ut 
satis esset videre de quo fbnte procedebat edictmn, quod non- 
nolfis videbatur crudele. Ubi Tero audirit prsestitutam justitiam 
fiictam^ surrexit, ac lota facie ad oratorium exbilaratq vidta 
aibieps ait : Quia Deum obediendo statutis justitis legibus autfivi 
hodie, confido quod & ipse per misericordiam suam sacrifidum 
de manu mea susdpiet hddie. Ctgus confidentis efiectu priva- 
tos con est. £o quippe inter sacro-sancta Missarum solennia 
aacras manus extendente, & Deum patrem omnipotentem ut 
ficdesiam suam Catbolicam padficare> custodire, adunare^ et 
regere dignaretur toto orbe terrarum interpellante^ nivea columba 
multis intuentibus de coelo descendit ; & donee sacrificium con- 
sumptum esset^ super caput ejus expansis & quasi immods alb 
sub silentio mansit.'* Eadmerus de Vita S. Dunstani. Wharton, 
Ang. Sac. 11. p. 216. % o Wilkins, p. 98. 

P In his Charters he is styled, Basileos Anglorum, et rex atque 
imperator sub ipso Domino regum & nationum infra fine Britan- 
nlfls commorantium. A.D. 967. [Hemingi, Chart, p. 371.] 

Divina collubescente gratia totius Albionis rex primicherius- 
que. A. D. 969. [Id. p. 559.] 

Per magnam omnipotentis Dei misericordiam, tocius Anglo- 
rum Regni solio sublimatus. [Archsologia, vol. XIV. p. 154.] 

Ego Edgarus totius Albionis Basilius, necnon maritimomm 
seu Insukmorum Regum circum habitantium, adeo ut nuUius 
fHTOgenitorum meorum subjectione largifiua Dd gratia suppe- 
tente, sublimatus. A.D. 974. [WiDiam of Mahnsbury^ folio 352.] 

Anglorum basileus omniumque regum insularum Oceanique 
Britanniam circumjacentis, cunctarumque nationum, qus infra 
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the nam^ of tlie Moneyer, and also, in many in- 
stances, that of the Mint. None of his Money 
has yet been discovered with Greek in the legend, 
either in words or in single letters, though the exist- 
ence of such has been incautiously asserted^. 

earn includuntur, imperator et dominus. [Selden's Titles of 
Honour, Part. I. chap. ii. § v.] 

q Edgar, upon his Coins, and in his Charters, almost always 
termed himself Basileus, instead of Rex. [Milner*s Hbtory of 
Winchester, vol. I. p. 151, n. 6.] 

On Coins of this sera BeunXa/ has been foimd. [HenshalFs 
Domesday translated. No. I. p. 221.] 

To both these gentlemen I applied for to'ther information. 
Mr. Milner, in a letter dated March 31, 1800, says, '^ I am 
forced to acknowledge my inability to recollect, at the distance 
of three years, the grounds on which I asserted that the word 
Basileus occurs on some of the Coins of Edgar. It is very pos- 
sible that ray imagination being strongly impressed by the ft«- 
quency of that term in the Charters of Edgar, I might fancy 
^at I had also seen it on some of that Monarch's Coitis. At ^1 
events, I will take care (in case I should not in the interim meet 
with a Coin bearing that title) to efface it in any future edition 
or editions I may give of the History of Winchester." This is 
extremely candid and manly. Having, however, pccasion to 
write to him in 1806, on another subject, I begged to know 
whether he had gained any additional information. His answer 
was dated Nov. 23 in that year -, and in it he says, *' 1 do not 
recollect what I might have written heretofore concerning the 
title of Basileus on the Coins of Edgar, but I should have been 
almost surprized if any other had appeared upon them.'* He 
then gives his reason, which is, that Edgar is so styled in bis 
Charters. And thie Note referred to above appears exactly in the 
s2ao& form, and precisely in the same page, in the second edition 
of the History of Winchester, which was published in 1809. 
Mr. Henshall forgot what was due to himself and to me, and 
xeturned no answer to my inquiries j but, upon being questioned 
by a gentleman, at my request,' he quoted Mr. Milner a« his 
authority. I cannot but observe that he was particularly unfbr^ 
tunate in selecting from the History of Winchester Coiki, on 

AA 2 
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The conquest of great part of Ireland^ with its 
most noble city, Dublin, of which Eladgar boasts in 
a Charter granted by him to the Church of Worces- 
ter, A. D. 964% has been treated by some as a fic- 
tion of the Monks. But although the Charter itself 
be allowed to be spurious (and it must be confessed 
that, from internal evidence, its genuineness is 
much to be suspected), yet it by no means follows 
that the conquests of Eadgar which it enumerates 
must necessarily be without foundation. That im- 
mediately before us, of Ireland, receives great con- 
firmation from the circumstance of Coins having 
been struck in Dublin by Aethelred, who succeeded 
to the Crown of England not more than four years 
after the death of Eadgar ; for it is impossible to 
show by what means he established a Mint there, 
unless a prior conquest of that City should be ad- 
mitted ; and it is not even pretended that either he, 
or his predecessor Eadward, were the conquerors of 
Ireland. The reign of the latter was much too short 
to allow of foreign conquests, and that of the for- 
mer too feeble, and too much affected by Danish 
incursions, to permit any attempts at an extension 
of dominion. It has been conjectured that Eadgar 

which the word in question is not to be fotlnd> and in omitting 
Charters, in which it so frequently occurs^ and which would 
have answered his purpose. My Readers are now in possession 
of all the information which it is in my power to give respecting 
the existence of Coins of Edgar with BasUeus in their legends -, 
and I trust they will not think me deficient in candour when I 
declare that, in my opinion, the statements which have been 
extracted from the works referred to above, have no other foun- 
dation than a want of knowledge of the subject, joined to a 
warm and incorrect imagination. 
f Hemingi,' Chart, p. 617. 
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did not keep possession of the City of Dublin, but 
only imposed a tribute upon its king ; and that 
these Coins, with the name of Aethelred, were 
struck for the purpose ofpaying.it, and as an ac- 
knowledgment of dominion and right of protector- 
ship ■. But this is to cut, rather than to untye, the 
knot ; and it will require much, and that very evi- 
dent, proof to induce us to admit that Coins were 
ever formed with such intentions. 

It is probable that there is as little foundation for 
the tradition that Coins were made of leather at this 
period. I find it thus alluded to in the Comedy of 
The Wits: 

" Why this was such a firk of piety 
I ne'er heard of: bury her gold with her! 
*Tis strange her old shoes were not interr'd too. 
For fear the days of Edgar should return. 
When they coinM leather." * 



j Exeter. 



His Mints were numerous : 

A. EAXANC. 

BATHA CIFI. Bath. EAXNC. 

BDFO. ^ EFER. \ York 

Ifiedford. ^^^^vvic. / 

BEDAFO. j ELY. tAy. 

BEDAFOR. J ENT. [probably "1 Cantcr- 

CAETWARA. 1 Center- ^ omitted] J bury. 

CANTWARA. > , " EG. "| 

CENT. J ^^" EOFER. >York. 

DEORBY. Derby. eoferwic. ) 

» Simon's Essays on Irish Coins, p. 8, whb has borrowed the 
idea from Keder*s Nummonim in Hibernia antequam hsc insula 
sub Henrico II. Angliae Rege, Anglici facta sit juris, cusorum 
indagatio> 4to, Leipiia?, 17 OB, p* 2;. 

t Act V. Sc. 1. I know not any feet which can justify this 
allusion. 
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EOFOR 
EOFORWI 
EOFORWIC 
EX. 

GLEAV. 
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, VYork. 

C. J 



Exeter. 

{Glouces- 
ter. 
Ipswich. 



South- 
ampton. 



GIP. 

H. 

HA. 

HAM. 

HAMT. 

HAMTV. 

HAMTVN. 

I. 

INTB. 

L. 

LAE. 

LAEWE. 

LE. ' Leicester, Chester, 
or Lewes ? 

LEVE. 

LEWE. 

LINCOL. 

LINDCO. 

LINN. 

LNDCO. 

LO. 

LOND. GIF. 



} 



Lewes. 



> Lewes. 

> Lincoln. 



\ 



Lynn. 
Lincoln. 

London. 



LVD**. 

LVND. 

LVN DE. 

LVNDI. 

METWL 

MLTVI. 

NORTHVVI. 

NRTHVVI. 

ox. 

OXNA. 
SCRO. 
STANF. 
STANFO. 
STANFORD. 
TE. 

THEOTF. 
TIN. 
TINTMI. 
VN. probably 
for LVN. 



Ludlow. 
> London. 



> Norwich. 

j Oxford. 
Shrewsbury. 

> Stamford. 

jthetford. 

ITeign- 
J mouth. 

> London. 

WELEGAFOR.Wallingford 
WENCLEs. Winchelsea? 

Iwilton. 

} Winches- 
ter. 



wi. 

WILTV. 

WLTVN 

WIN. 

WINT. 

WINTO. 



lond.cifitaJ 

His Moneyers exceed in number those of any 

preceding Monarch. The following names have 
been preserved : 

ADELAVER. AELFNOTH. AESCMAN. 

ADELGER. AELFRED. AESCVLF. 

ADEN. AELFSIGB. AETFERD. 

AELFGAR. AELFSTAN. AETFERN. 



" Possibly Ludlow. * 
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AETHELFERTH. 

AETHELRED. 

AETHELSIE. 

AETHELSIGE. 

AETHELSTAN. 

AETHELWINE. 

AETHESTAN. 

A;.B\nrE. 

ALDEWINE. 
ALFERTH. 
ATHELAVER. 
ATHELWINE. 
ATHELWOLD. 
ATHVLF. 
BALDRIC. 
BALDWIN. 
BENETHIHT. 
BEORMTRIC. 
BERENARD. 
BIRG8. 
BIRNVM. 
BOGA. 
BOGEA. 
BOIA. 

BOIGA. See 
FASTOLF. 
BRITFER. 
BRVNINC. 
CARTHEIN. 
XARTHEN. 
CAWELI. 
CAWELIN. 
CNAWA. 
CNAWE. 
COLENARD. 
COWMAN. 
CVLM. 
DEMENCE. 



DEORVLFES. 

DVN. 

DVRAND. 

DVRANDIES. 

EADMVND. 

EADWINE. 

EALFSIGE. 

EANVLF. 

ELCDEN. 

ELFREDES. 

ELFSTAN. ' 

ELFWALD. 

ENIMOEODIA. 

EOFERARD. 

EOFERMVND. 

EOROTH. 

ETFERN. 

ETHELRED. 

ETHEL VINE. 

FARDEN. , 

FAR MAN. 

FARTHEIN. 

FASTOLF. BOIGA. 

Two Moneyers. 
FASTOLF. ODA. 

Two Moneyers. 
FASTOLF. RAFN. 

Ditto. 
FASTOLFES. 
FASTOLFVES. 
FIODVAK. 

f6leard. 
freothric. 

FRETHIC. 

FRETHICIN. 

FROTHRC. 

FRYTHEMVND. 

GILM. 

GILVS. 



GRID. ' 

GRIM. 

GVNNVLF. 

GVNVERD. 

HACVF. 

HACVLF. 

HREMAN. 

HE^REMOD. 

HERIGER. 

HEROLF. 

HEROLFES. 

HERTIN. 

HIGOLF. 

HILD. 

IGOLFERTHBS. 

INGELBERD. 

INGOLF. 

IDLES. 

lONAN. 

IVE. 

IVEN. 

IVENTE. 

IVHAN. 

LEGFERTH. 

LENNA. 

LENNAM. 

LEOFRIC. 

LEOFSIG. 

LEOFSIGE. 

LEOFSILI. ' 

LEOFWINE. 

LEOFWOLD. 

LEVIG. 

LIOFSTAN. 

LYFINC. 

MAN. 

MANAN. 

MANING. 
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MANIWV. 

MANNA. 

MANNEBS. 

MANSAT. 

MARCER. 

MARSCALE. 

MELSVTHAN. 

MORENVN. 

MORGNV. 

MVWN. 

ODA. Sec FAS- 

TOLF. 
OGEA. 
OGENAN. 
OGENANI. 
OSMVND. 



OSVLF. 
OSWARDES. 
OSWARDTHS. 
OTHELRIE8. 
RAFN • 066 
FASTOLF. 
REGENOLD. 
RICOLF. 
RICVLF. 
SEDEMA. 
SEDEMAN. 
SIFERTH. 
SIFERY, 
THEODGAR. 
THVRFERTH. 
THVRMOD. 



THVR8TAN. 

VIDOC, 

VNBEIN. 

WINE. 

WINEN. 

WINENR. 

WVIFTAN, fwrsan 

WVLFTAN. 
WVLFGAR. 
WVLFMAER. 
WVLFTAN. 
WVLGAR. 
WVLSTAN. 
WVNSIGE. 
WVNSTAN. 



In the year 975, Eadweard II. better known by 
the title of the Martyr, ascended the throne on the 
death of his father Eadgar. 

It does not appear that he made any alteration in 
the state of the Coinage during his short reign, 
which continued not more than three years ; nor 
are any circumstances relating to his Money to be 
found in the Historians who have given brief state- 
ments of the events during that period. 

His style upon bis Coins, when it is given at 
length, is rex anglorvm! All of them which have 
hitherto been discovered are of the same type, and 
bear on the Obverse an ill-drawn portrait, with a 
cross patee on the Reverse, around which are the 
name of the Moneyer and of the Mint. 

The places are numerous, and some of them are 
not found upon his father's Mbney. ^ 



SOI/E MONARCHS. 



$65 



} 



Bedford. 



• Exeter. 



l^EDAFOR. 

CAENT. Canterbury. 

CASTR. Qu. Castor in 
Northamptonshire, or 
Chester, which is some- 
times written Ceaj-teji 
in Chron. Sax. 

DEORBT. \ Derby. 

E. 

EAEX. 

EAXE. 

EAXEC. 

EAXET. 

£F£. 

EFER. 

EFERIC. 

EFERW. 

EFERWIC. 

EFERWICA. 

EOFORWIC, 

FERIC. pro EFERIC. York. 

GIPE. 

GLEV. 

GRAN. 

GRANT. 

HAM. 

HAMTV. 

HATVN, 

HERT. 

KAENT*. 

LAEV. 

1-AEVE. 



York. 



Ipswich. 
Gloucester. 
1 Cam- 
J bridge. 

1 South- 
j ampton. 

Hertford. 
Canterbury. 

> Lewes ? , 

LE. Leicester orChester? 

LEGE. Chester. 

rLichfield 
< .or 
(^Lincoln ? 



LI. 

Lie 



LiMEN. 1 probably 

LIMENE. J LIMING, 

now Lyme or Limn^, 
in Kent. 



LIN. 

LINC. 

LINCOL. 

LINDC. 

LINDCL. 

LINDCOL. 

LINDCOLE. 

LINDEOLE. 

LINDEOLNE 

LINDOL. 

LINDOLNE. 

LNDCOL^ 

LNDLOIG. 

LVDA. 

LVN. 

LVNDONI. 

LVVEIC. 

LYDA. 

NIEWEN. 

NO. 

NORTH. 

P"XA. 

OXNA. 

OXNE. 

SC.EDMD 



>* Lincoln. 



> London. 
Lydford. 

Norwich. 



j Oxford. 

St. Edmund^s- 
bury. 



STA. 

STAM. 

STAN. 

STANE. 

STANF. 

STANFO. 

STANFOR. 

STANFORD. 



> Stamford. 



X Mr. G. North's MS. 
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ASVALS OF THE <^OIMAGE. 



TAN WO. Tam worth? 


wiNT. Winches 


THio. Thetford. 




His Moneyers names were 




AD£LAV£RN. 


Facer. 


MEN. 


AELFSTAN. 


FASTOLF. 


ODA. 


A£LFWALD. 


GLONNVXF. 


OGEA. 


AELFWEARD. 


GRIM. ' 


OIA^ foraan pro 


AESCMAK. 


GRIMD. 


BOIA. 


AETHELRED. • 


GRIND. 


OSVLF. 


AETHELWALD. 


GVNNVL. 


OSWALD. 


AETHERED. 


GVNNVLA. 


RAEGENVLF. 


ABTHESTAN. 


HAFGRIM. 


REGENVLF. 


ALFWEARD. 


HANCRE. 


RODBERT. 


ALHSTAN. 


HANCRENT. 


SEUXBVRHT. 


BALDDIC. 


HANGRIM. 


SEHTBTRTHT. 


BALDIC. 


HEGERED. 


STTR6A. 


BEMENE. 


HILD. 


STYRGAR. 


BENMENE. 


HVSTAN. 


SVRNLOS. 


BEOLA. 


INDOLF. 


SWYRKLINC. 


BERMENE. 


INGOLF. 


STRCLOS. 


BOIA. 


lOHAN^ or 


THEODGAR. 


BVRNSTAN. 


lONAN. 


WLFRED. 


CNAPA. 


ISVLF. 


WAGER. 


CNAPE. 


KNAPA. 


WIGFERTH. 


COLGRVK. 


LEFWOLD. 


WILEBEART. 


CVLM. 


LEOFBN. 


vriNB. 


DEORVLF. 


LEOINAN. 


WINTSIGE. 


DVN- 


LEVG. 


WLGAR. 


DVNIC. 


LEVIG. 


WVLFEAR. 


EANVLF. 


MAELSVDON. 


WVLFGAR. 


EANVTB. 


MAFGRIM. 


WVLFMAER. 


BLFSTAN. 


MANNA. 


WVLFRED. 


EI.FSTN. 


MANNIC. 


WVL6AR* 


SLFWAID. 


BffEGERED. 


WVLSTAN. 


ESCMAN. 


MELSDON. 


WVKSIGE. 


KTHELN. 







The cruel murder which was perpetrated on Ead- 
weard by the command of his Step-mother placed 
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her son Aethelred on the throne, in the year 979. 
He was but ten years of age when he attained the 
crown ; and his whole reign was marked by a series 
of actions which betrayed the most helpless irreso* 
lution and pusillanimity y. Of the weakness, of his 
government the Danes^ failed not to take advantage ; 
and in the course of various invasions of his King- 
dom extorted from him no less a sum than one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven thousand Pounds. It might 
reasonably have been supposed that the payment of 
such heavy exactions, the last of which, to the 
amount of thirty thousand Pounds, took place in 
1014*, not more than three years before the con- 
clusion of the reign of Aethelred, must have drained 
his dominions of nearly all the current Coin, and 
that his Money would, in consequence, be amongst 
the most rare of the Anglo-Saxon Series. This, 
however, is by no means the case, for those of the 
most usual type are by no means uncommon. It is 
probable this must be attributed to the number of 
his Mints, which far exceeds that of any preceding 
Monarch. His Moneyers likewise were propor- 
tionably numerous ; and his Laws afford evidence 
of considerable attention having been given, during 
his reign, to the preservation of the integrity of his 
Money, In the Ordinances which were made at 
Wantage' it was appointed, that if a Moneyer should 
be accused of counterfeiting the Coins, after it 
had been prohibited, he should undergo the triple 
Ordeal, and if found guilty, should be put to 

y WiUiam of Malmsbmy's words forcibly express the imbeci^ 
lity of his reign : 5^ obsedit potius quam rexit annis 37." fol. 34 b. 

* The amount of the different sums which were paid to the 
Danes is taken from Florence of Worcester, 
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death ; that no man^ except the King^ should have 
a Moneyer • ; and that every Moneyer who should 
be accused should purchase his Law with twelve 
Oras; that the Moneyers who should work in 
woods^ or elsewhere, should forfeit their lives, unless 
the King would pardon them ^. In his Laws the 

* Wilkihs in this passage renders mynetepe bj ofificinam 
monetariam. In the sentence immediately preceding this he 
translates it by Monetarlus, as it is also by Bromton. See the 
following note. 

k Wilkins, p. 118. This working inne J>uba must^ I presmne^ 
haveb^n prohibited, not only because it was without the walls 
of a Town, within which alone Coinage was to be carried on ac- 
cording to the I^ws of Aethelstan> but also because the working in 
a secret and retired place would give opportunity for clandestine 
practices. As the provisions respecting Money in Bromton's 
Translation of the Laws of Aethelred difler very materially from 
those in Wilkins, I shall give them at length, that they may be 
compared together : 

*' Cap. XI. £t omnis monetarius qui accusabitur quod failsum 
fecit postquam prohibitum fiiit, adeat triplex ordalium, & si cul- 
pabilis sit occidatur. £t nuUus habeat aliquem monetarium 
nisi rex, et omnis monetarius qui infeuinis sit redimat sibi lagam 
xy. oris." 

'* Cap. XXYI. Et jam dixerunt quod nichil eis interesse videba- 
tur inter falsarios & mercatores qui bonam pecuniam portant ad 
falsarios, & ab ipsis emunt ut impurum & minus appendens ope- 
rentur & inde mangonant & barganniant, & eos eciam qui conos 
fociunt in occultis, & vendunt felsariis pro pecunia, & incidunt 
alterius monetam mundam & non ipsam inmundam, unde visum 
est sapientibus omnibus, quod isti tres homines unius rectitudinis 
essent digni. £t si aliquis eorum accusetur, sit Anglicus sit 
transmarinus, ladiet se pleno ordalio ; Et constituerunt quod 
monetaHi pendant & ponatur super ipsius monetae fabricam, & 
qiii in nemoribus vel. idibi similibus fabricant, vitae suae culpa- 
biles sint, nisi rex velit eorum misereri., 

" Cap. XXVII. Et prffidpimus ne quis pecuniam puram & 
recte appendentem sonet [t. e. respuat] monetetur, in quocun- 
que portu mohetur in regno meo, super overhirnessam meam. 
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Fines are regulated by Pennies, Shillings, Marks, 
Oras, and Pounds « ; the latter occur both of. Gold 
and Silver \ 

The type of his Coins does not appear to have 
been frequently changed, at least no more than six 
or seven varieties are known, though his Money is 
far from being uncommon. One kind of it is re- 
markable from the hand of Providence being im- 
pressed on the Reverse, with the letters a and a>, as 
it is the only instance in which Greek characters are 
found on any Coins of the Anglo-Saxon Monarchs. 

" Cap. XXVIII. Et dixiraus de mercatoribus qui falsum & 
lactam afferunt ad portum, ut advocent si possint, si non pos- 
sint werse suae culpabiles sint vel vitae suae sicut rex velit, vd 
cadem lada se innoxient quam praediximus quod in ipsa pecunia 
nil inmundum sciebant unde suam negotiationem exercuerunt, 
et habeat postea dkmpnum lllud ex incuria 1 sua, ut ab institutis 
monetariis purum & rectum appendens. Et portirevae qui fal^o 
consentanei fiierint, ejusdem censurae digni sint cum falsis mo- 
netariis, nisi rex indulgeat eis vel se possint adlegiare eodem 
sirath vel ordalio praedicto. 

" Cap. XXIX. Et rex suadet & mandat episcopis suis & Co- 
mitibus & Aldermannis & praepositis omnibus, ut curam adhi- 
beant de illis qui tale falsum operantur & portant per patriam^ 
sicut prsemissum est utrobique cum Danis & Anglis. 

"Cap. XXX. Et ut monetarii pauciores sint quam antea 
fuerunt, in omni summo portu sint tres monetarily & in omni 
alio portu sit unus, & illi liabeant suboperarios suos in suo cri- 
mine, quod piurum £aciant & recti ponderis per eandem witam 
. quapa praediximus. Et ipsi qui portus custodiunt efficiant super 
overhimessam meam, ut omne pondus ad fnercatum sit pondua 
quo pecunia mea recipitur, & eorum singulum signetur ita quod 
XV orae libram faciant. £t custodiant omnes monetam sicut vos 
docere praecipio. & omnes eligimus.** Bromton, Col. 897, 898, 
899. It is much to be regretted that the originals of the Anglo- 
Saxon Laws, which Bromton translated, are no where to be 
found. By a comparison of them, with his Latin, some passage 
which are now extremely obscure might possibly be elucidated. 

« Wilkins, p. 118. * Id. p. 105. 
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He is styled on his Money Rex Anglorum ; but 
in his Charters his title is considerably amplified ^ 
The Reverses invariably present the name of the 



* iEthelred Rex Anglorum [totius Anglonim nationis, summo 
reruQi opifice largiente^ regni gubemacula sortitus]. A. D. 995. 
[Textus Roffensis, p. 124.] 

iElhelred, deifica annuente dementia, gentis Anglorum basi- 
leus. A.D. 998. [Id. p. 131.] 

^thelredua Rex nafionum todus Britanniae. A. D. 1012. [Id. 
p. 1360 

Gratia summi tonantis Angligenum, Orcadarum necne in gyro 
jaoentium monarchus. To the same Charter he subscribes^ Ego 
, .^£theh«dus Anglorum indiiperator. [Selden*s Titles of Honour^ 
part I. chap. II. § v«] 

f See Appendix^ Plate XXVIII. All the Coins of this Mint, 
which have hitherto been discovered, are of this type, which is 
commonly called the Irish, from its resemblance to the Money 
of the early Kings of that nation. The probability that this 



Mmt togetner wim tnat c 
His Mints were placed 


t tne Moneyer. 
at 




ALE. 




fCanter- 


ATB. 




BARD. 




CEFTEN. 


BATH. * 


-) 


CENT. 1 Canter- 
CENTWARE. J bury. 


BATUA. 


I Bath. 


BATHAN. 


CIC. 1 Chiches- 
ciSE. J ten 


BATHON. 


J 


BEDA. 


1 


coLN. Colchester. Saxon 


BEDAF. 


{.Bedford. 


ColneccajfCjie. 


BEDAFOR. 


J 


CROBE, fbrsan pro SCROBE. 


BYCIG. 


Buckingham. 


Shrewsbury. 


CAENT. 


] 


0E. 


CAENIW. 




DEORABT. 




CAENTWA. I Canter- 

CAENTWARE. f buiy. 


DEORART. 
DEORAY. 


hDerby. 


CANT. 




DEORBT. J 




CANTWA. 


J 


DiFLi. \Dyflin,i^. 






DYFLI. J 


Dublin ^ 
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>Exeter. 



VYork. 



DOFE. 

^^^^- V Dover. 

DOFRA. 
DOFRR. 

DOR. Dorchester. 
£• 

EAXE. 
EAXEC. 
EAXECEST. 
EEERWIC^ pro 
EFERWIC. 

EFER. 

EFERW. 

EFERWI. 

EFERWIC. 

EFOR. 

EFORWIC. 

JSO. 

£0F£. 

EOFER. 

EOFR. 

SOFR1C. 

EOFRW. 

GEPEswic. Ipswich. 
GiFELC. Givelcestre, i. e 
Ilchester. 

GIF. 

GIPE. 

GIPES, or 

GYPES. 

GIPI8. 

GLEA. 

6LEAW. 

GRANT. 



1 



Ipswich. 



Glouces- 
ter. 
Cambridge. 



HAM. O. 

HAM. VIU^ 

HANO. 

HEORT. 

HERFORD. 

HIFI. 

HVNT. 

HVNTAN. 

HVNTAND. 

HVNTE. 

LED. 

lORT. 

LAEVE. 

LAEW. 

LAEWE. 

LAL. 

LANSTF^. 

LEA. 

LEGCES. 

LEICE. 

LEIEE. 

LEJ6. 

LEW. 

LEWE. 

LI. 

LIGE. 

LIGECES. 

LIGER. 

LIGERCES. 

LIMNA. 

LIN. 

LINC. 

LINCL. 

LINCO. 



1 South- 
I amptom 

I Hertford. 






Hunting- 
don. 

Jedburgh? 



} 



Lewes. 

Lancaster? 
Chester. 

> Leicester. 

> Lewes. 



iLei 



Leicester. 






Liming ? 



Lincoln. 



Mint was established in consequence of ,the conquest of Dublin 
by £adgar has been suggested^ under his reign, at p. 360. 

S Another Penny reads ham vie. 

h j^anquam satis distinct® sunt liters> ezplicare nescio. Mr. 
G. North's MSS. 
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LINCOL. 




NORTHWIC. 


> Norwich. 


LINCOLE. 




NORWI. 


LINCOLN. 




NR. fonan pro 


NOR. Nor- 


LINCOLNS. 




wich. 




LIND. 
LINDC. 


^Lincoln. 


OXNA. 
RAID. 


Oxford. 
Reading. 


LINDCL. 




RINI. 




LINDCO. 




RINTO, fonan ] 


pro WINTO. 


LINDCOLNE. 




RISIC^ or 




LINDOL. 




RIZIC. 




LINEL. 




ROF. 




LNC. 


Lincoln. 


ROFE. , 




LONDON. 


> London. 


ROFEC. 


>" Rochester. 


LONDONI. 


ROFECE. 




lvdK 


1 


ROFEC8. J 




LVDA. 


^Lydford? 


SCEAFT. Shaftesbury. 


LVDAN. ^ 


1 


SCRO. Shrewsbury. 


LVDO. 




SEARBE. 


Sahsbury? 


LVN. . 




SFROBBES, pre 


» 1 Shrews- 
/ bury. 


LVND. 




sCrobbes, 


LVNDE. 




STAETH. 


Stafford. 


LVNDEN. . 




STAN. 


\ 


LVKt)N. 


^London. 


STANF. 


> Stamford. 


LVNDO. 




STANFO. 


1 


LVNDON. 




STANFOR. 


1 


LVNDONI. 




STANOR. 




LVNDONIA. 




STANV, 


Stanwick ? 


LVTHBY^ forsan 


pro SVTHBY 


SVDBY. 


1 


Sudbury. 

LYDA. 


Lydford, 


SVTHB. 
SVTHBI. 


> Sudbury. 
1 


M. 




SVTHBY, 




MAELD. 




THEO. 




MaeLdv. 




THEOD* 




MAELDVNE. 


>-Maldon. 


THEODFO. 




MEALD. 


THEOT. 


>Thetford. 


MEALDE. 




THEOTFO. 




MELDVN. 




THEOTFOR. 




NORTH. 


Norwich. 


THEOTFORD. ^ 






» Qu. Ludlow ? 


\ 
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TVRC. Torcksey? wiltvn. 
VNTJ, pro HVNT. Hunt- win. 


Wilton. 




ingdon. wing. 






WECED. 1 
WEEED. J 


wTir , , , WINCE. 

^W^**=b^*- WINCESTR. 




WELIG. 1 


Walling- wiNCSER- 


' 


WELING. J 


ford. wiNCSR. 


Winches 
' ter. 


WERE. 


Wareham ? wincst. 


WFEHIA. 


WINT. 






wiGEA. 1 Worcester? ^^^^^sre. 

WIHR. ) WINTO. 




WILT. 
WILTV. 


\ iTT-u WINTONI. 
fW''*°"- WtNTONIA. , 




Moneyers : 






AEADGAR. 


AETHELWI. 


BEORNNOTH. 


AEDERED. 


AETHELWINE. 


BEORNVLF. 


AELEWINE. 


AETHERAED. 


BOGIA. 


AELFEAN. 


AETHERD. 


BOIA. 


AELFOAR. 


AETHERED. 


BRANTING. 


AELFHEN. 


AETHESTAN. 


BRESTAN. 


AELFMAER. 


AEVIC. 


BRIHTMAfiR. 


AELFNOTH. 


ALFWALD. 


BRVN. 


AELFRVD. 


ALFWOLD. 


BRVNSTAN. 


AELFSIGE. 


ATHELWOLD. 


BVRNTITH. 


AELFSTAN. 


ASVLF, or 


BYRHMOTH. 


AELFWERD. 


AZVLF. 


BYRHTNOTH. 


AELFWINE. 


BALDDIC. 


BYRNFERTH. 


AERGRED. 


BALDIC. 


BYRNSIGE. 


AETHELMAER. 


BEADVLF. 


BYRNSTAN. 


AETHELNOTH. 


BEALDVLF. 


COLGRIM. 


AETHELRED. 


BEGAM. 


CVNNAM. 


AETHLRIC. 


BERHTNATH. 


CVNSIGE. 


AETHELSIGE. 


BEOCAN. 


CYNNA. 


AETHELWERD, 


BEOLA. 


DODDA. 


AETHELWERT. 


BEOLAN. 


DODRIG. 



j In one quarter of this Coin thejre is a lozenge, which Mt. 
Southgate considered to be intended as the mark of omisnon of 
a letter, and that the letter h. 

VOL. I. B B 
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ORANTONG. 

ORENG. 

DVDELE. 

DVN. 

DVNSTAN. 

DVRAND. 

DVRpXMAER. 

EADGAR. 

EAOMVND. 

EADNOTH. 

EADRIC. 

EADSIG. 

EADSIGE. 

EADWERD. 

EADWINE. 

EADWOLD. 

EALDRED. 

EALHSTAN. 

EALSTAN. 

EDRIC. 

EDSIGE. 

EDSTAN. 

EDWECR. 

EDWER. 

EDWINE. 

EGVIG. 

EILAF. 

ELEBRHT. 

ELESTAN. 

50DMAN. 

ERE>ytNE. 

ETHELRED. 

ETHELWERD. 

FAEREMAN. 

FAEREMIN. 

FAERTHEN. 

FARMAN. 

FASTVLF. 

FEREMAN. 



FBVIC. 

FIERIEIH. 

FOLCEARD. 

FRITHEMVND. 

FROSTOLF. 

FTSTOLF. 

GOD. 

GODA. 

GODAM. 

GODEMAN. 

GODINC. 

GOPINE. 

GODING. 

GODMAN. 

GODRIC. 

GODWINE. 

GODWINEN. 

GRIM. 

GRIMD. 

GRIND. 

GVNAR. 

GVNNAR. 

GVNNI. 

HANCRENT. 

HEAWVLF. 

HEREBREHT. 

HILDVLF. 

HVNDVL. 

HVNDVLF. 

INGELRI. 

IS£GEL« 

ISEGELL. 

IVLSTAN. 

KYNSIGE- 

LEGFWINE. 

LEOFESTAN. 

LEOFMAN. 

LEOFNOTH. 

LEOFNYSE. 



LEOFRIC. 
LEOFRVD. 
LEOFSIGE. 
LEOFSTAN. 
LEOFSTANIT. 
LEOFWINE. 
LEOFWOLD. 
LEOMAN. 
UFINC. 
LIOFSTAN. 
LIVING. 
LOFNOTH. 
LYFINC. 
LYTLMAN. 
MAMGOD. 
MANING. 
MANNA. 
MANNIC. 
NIOMNREN. 
ODA. 
OGE. 
ONLAF. 
ORDBRIHT. 
OSBERN. 
OSCETEL. 
OSCVTEL. 
OSCYTEL. 
OSFERTH. 
OSFRED. 
OSFYRTH. 
OSGVT. 
OSMVND. 
OSOLF. • 
OSVLF. 
OSVERD. 
OSWI. 
OSWIG. 
' OSWOLD. 
OTHGRIM. 
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OVTHGRIM. 

RAEGENBALD. 

RODBART. 

RODBERO. 

RODBERT. , 

SAEMAN. 

SAEVINE. 

aAEWINE. 

SIBWINE. 

SIDEWINE. 

SIDWIN. 

8IDWINE. 

SIGERIC. 

SIRED. 

SITHWINE. 

SOEMVD. 

SVMERLEDI. 

SVMERLETHI. 

SVNVLF. 

SWERTGAR. 

SWERTIN. , 



SWERTINC. 

SWERTING. 

SWETIN. 

SWETINC. 

SWYRLING. 

SWYRTINC. 

THEDGILD. 

THEODGILD. 

THVRCETEL. 

THVRCYTEL. 

THVRSTAN. 

THVRVLF. 

TOCA. 

TOGA. 

TOGAM. 

TVMME. 

TVNA. 

TVNVLF. 

TVPEMAN. 

VLFCETEL. 

VLFCETL. 



VNBEGK. 

VNBEIN. 

VILHEMT. 

WALTFERN. 

WALTFERTH. 

WANSTAN. 

WENGOS. 

WINTSIGE. 

WLMAER. 

WLMVND. 

WVELRIC. 

WVLFGAR. 

WVLFMAER. 

WVLFMER. 

WVJuFNOTH. 

WVLFRIC. 

WVLFSIGE. 

WVLFSTAN, 

WVLFWI. 

WVLSTAN. 

WYNSTAN. 



Aethelred fled into Normandy A. D. 1013, and 
Suein the Danish Invader mounted the throne. 
Bircherod has given a rude drawing of a Penny of 
this Monarch, which he decidedly pronounces to 
l^e struck in England, but which is, in my judg- 
ment, evidently a Danish Coin. I know not where 
the piece is to be found in this Kingdom, and there- 
fore am under the necessity of copying Bircherod's 
Plate, which I have done in order to enable my 
Readers to form their opinion upon the subject. For 
the same reason I shall give that Author's words at 
length, as his -work is so rare as to be in very few 
hands : " Est mihi nummus ai^enteus hujus Regis, 
cujus unum latus Regeip ostendit galeatum, & chla- 
myde indutum, cum barb^ protensa & divisa quaa 
B B 2 
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cognomen farcats barbae ipsi addklit more antiqais- 
simo septeDtrionalium, qui a restitu, cajnlHs, vidis 
& virtutibos aliisque corporis vel animi qualitatibes 
viros pnestanttores denominare solebant Ut in ipso 
opere plenius demonstratur. Conversionem & reli- 
gionem crux ilia indicate quam manu pra&fert loco 
sceptri. Titulus & nomen regis Svein quod lueu- 
lenter exjvessum legitur, eodem modo apud antiquos 
scriptoreshabetur, utpote apud Adamum Bremensem, 
in encomio Emmae R^n» & aliis scriptis huic aetati 
vicinis. Quae in averso latere sunt, quam vis satis 
clare videri possunt, tamen locum vel castrum quod- 
dam hodie ignotum indicare videntun In Anglia 
cusum fuisse hunc nummum a Suenone extremis 
suae aetatis temporibus neutiquam dubito. Solent 
enim multi imo omnes antiqui Anglici nummt talem, 
qualis in averso latere est, crucem praeferre cum 
punctulis & omamentis, quod clarissimum mihi est 
indicium, alium Suenonem hie non intelligi posse 
qiaam banc, qui Angltam simul tenuit.^ ^ 

Suein died witbia about se^'en months after bis 
elevatioDy and bis son Cnut, at the termination of a 
long contest with Aethdred, who bad been recalled . 
by the English Chieftains, and with Edmund Iron- 
side who succeeded ta the throne upon the death 
of his Father, firmly established himself in the go* 
vemment in the year 1017. 

It has generally been supposed that this Monarch 
coined only ia kk English Mints, and die following 
passage in Krcherod*s work <m Danish Money has 

k Thoms Brodoi BiFchomi, SpeciiiieB antiqaie ret MUmft- 
tarise Panonun^ 4to. Hafifiue> 1701^ p. S6L 
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been reFerred to, in ocmfirmation of that suppositiosi : 
" MuUos hunc Regem longo sui Imperii spatio cu* 
disse nummos verisimile est, nee alios adhuc cer- 
nere conttgit, quam in Anglia signatos, ubi plnrimo 
tempore resedit, Inde est, qnod Chronieon Norva- 
gicum refert, legatos Cannti ad corrumpendos Nor- 
vagiae Proceres emissos primo verbis omnia fecisse, 
sed frustra, deinde ex cmmenis suis effudisse ntag* 
nam copiam Anglici numismatis ex argento, cujus 
nitor oculos horum Procerura perstringebat." ^ 

But these words are unquestionably not capable of 
so extended a signification, for it by no means fol- 
lows, that Cnut never coined in Denmark because 
he attempted to bribe the Norwegian Nobles with 
English Money. That he did coin in Denmark is 
proved by the existence of Money with the title of 
REX DANORVM™ ; it IS, howcvcr, of extreme rarity. 

His Mints in England are more numerous than 
those of any other of her Monarchs ; a circumstance 
which seems to prove that a considerable influx of 
wealth took place during his reign. I have said 
seems to prove, because I have no evidence to show 
an absolute increase of riches either by commerce or 
by any other means, and because it is possible that 
England then became more wealthy only as she 
was at that time enabled to retain the fruits of her 
industry unmolested by the rapacious Danes, who 

^ Specimen Monet. Danorum, p. 39. 

"» See Beskrivelse over Danske mynter og Medalier I Den 
Kongelige Samling. Kiobenhaven, in two volumes folio. This 
splendid and very extensive work contains only two specimens of 
Cnut's Danish Moneys one of which reads cnvt rex davorvm. 
A. 5 the other^ cnvt rex denor. 
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for more thjid two centuries had perpetually wrested 
tbem from her. 

Whether these numerous Mints proceeded from 
the pride of Cnut, which might be gratified by their 
establishment, or were granted to gain the affection 
of the Towns in which they were placed, or were 
considered merely as a source of revenue (for the 
privilege was not wholly free"), cannot now be de- 
termined ; but it is probable that all these causes 
were combined. 

In his Laws he provided for the preservation of 
his Money by ordaining, that one Coin should be 
current throughout all the Kingdom, and that no 
man should refuse it except it were false ; and if any 
one should hereafter falsify it, that he should lose the 
hand with which he counterfeited it, nor should he 
redeem it with any thing, neither with gold nor 
with silver. And if any one should accuse the 
jejiepa® of giving him permission to counterfeit 
the Money, then that officer should clear himself 
by the three-fold ordeal ; and if his clearing should 
fail, he should be punished as a false coiner p. 

n Payments for the Mints occur frequently in Domesday Book. 
See, for instance, vol. I. folio 336. b. where it is stated that in 
the time of Edward the Confessor the City of Lincoln paid 
twenty Pounds for the Mint. 

o *rhi8 gejiep was, I presume, the chief Ofljcer of the Mint, 
for the term is equivalent to the Latin Comes, by which the 
principal person in any office was designated. The connexion 
of this Officer with the Mint is evident from the context. We 
still retain the word in our Sheriff, i. e. Shire-Reeve, or Head of 
the County. See in page 369, note, an extract from Aethel- 
red's Law, chap. XXYIIL as given by Bromton, where porti- 
revee should, I suspect, be revae, the Saxon being probably 
jepepan. 

F Wilkins, p. 134. 
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The Fines which are imposed in his Laws are 
estimated by Pounds, Shillings, Pence, Halfpennies, 
(which occur for the first time in the Anglo-Saxon 
Laws) and Mancuses of Gold. 

Cnut appears to have been proud of his title as , 
King of England. It was scarcely ever omitted upon 
his Coins ; and when, on other occasions, his style 
was written at full length, the precedence was given 
to England before all his other dominions^. It is 
singular that Ireland is not enumerated amongst the 
Kingdoms which were subject to him, as he un- 
questionably had a Mint in Dublin. His Coin 
which bears the name of that City, on the Reverse ^, 
ddes not differ from his most common type, and 
therefore cannot be supposed to have been struck 
for the express purpose of tribute, as those of 
Aethelred II., which resemble the antient Coins of 
Ireland, are vainly imagined to have been. 

That very rare and remarkable Coin of his, with 
PACX on the Reverse, was probably struck on occa- 
sion of the Peace which was concluded between him 
and Eadptiund Ironside, A. D. I0l6^ 

His Mints, as has been before observed, were 
extremely numerous, and their names are always ^ 
placed upon his Coins together with the Moneyer's. 
They were situated at 

Bedford. 

kBristoL 



q WiUiana of Malmsburj', folio 4i. b. 

r See Appendix, Plate XXVIII. » Chron. Sax. aub anno. 



AESCEFTES. 


jShaftes- 


BED. 


AESCFl'ES. 


J bury. 


BR. 


BATH. 


1 


BRI. 


BATHA. 
BATHAN. 


I Bath. 


BRIC. 
BRICE. 


BEATHN. 


J 


BRIE. 
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BRiL.forsanpro') 


B. 


BRIC. 




EC. 


BRIV, 


^Bristol. 


ECX. 


BRV. 




ECXEC. 


BRY. 




EDFER. 


BRIN. 




ELV. 


BVC. 


Buckingham. 


EO. 


BVI. 




EOD. 


CAD. 


Cadbury ? 


BODE. 


CAENT. 
CAENTW. 


] Canter- 
t bury. 


EOF. 
EOFDl 


CANTW. 


EOFE. 


CEICE. 


Chichester. 


EOFER. 


CEN. 
CENT. 


1 Canter- 
j bury. 


EOFERW. 
EOFERWI. 


CENTW. 


EOFI. 


CEP. 
CES. 


Chepstow ? 
Chester. 


EOFR. 
EOFRI. 


CICEST. 


Chichester. 


EOFRW. 


CNET.* 




EOFRWI. 


COL. 


^ 


EOFRWIC. 


COLAC. 

COLC. 

COLE. 


Colches- 
' ter. 


EOFRWICE 

EOI. 

EOR. 


COLEC. 




EORC. 


CR. 


1 


EX. 


CROC. 


SCrewkerne. 


EXC. 


CROGI. 


J 


EXCE. 


D.. 




EXCEC. 


DED. 




EXECE. 


DEO. 




FIM. 


DIF. 


Dublin. 


FRVC 


DOFR. 


") 


GIFELC. 


DOFRA. 
DOFRAN. 


V Dover. 


GIPES. 
GIPESCES. 


DOFRENN. 


J 


GIPESWI. 


DOR. 


Dorchester. 


GL. 


DTHE. 




GLE. 


DYF. 


Dublin. 


' GLEI. 



l Exeter. 

Ely? 



.York. 



1 



Exeter. 



R. 



Ilchester. 
> Ipswich. 

I Glouces- 
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GLEW. 
GODWINE- 

CAS. 
GRAN. 
GRANTED 
GRAT. 


Gloucester. 
*) Godman- 
J cester? 

> Cambridge. 


LEGL. 

LEH. 

LEHC. 

LEHR. 

LEHT**. 

LEI. "^ 


Leicester. 


GROGl^forsanpro 1 Crew- 
CROGi. J kerne? 
HAM. Southampton. 
HEO. "^ 
HEOR. > Hertford. 

HEORT. J 


LEIC. \ 

LEICE. j 

LEICES. J 

LELV. 

LENC. 

LEW. 


^.Leicester, 

Lincoln. 
JUewes. 


HER. 
HEREF. 


> Hereford. 


i.HVDA.or JLydford. 

LHYDA. J ^ 


HPRN. 
HEST. 
HESTINC. 


> Hastings, 


LI. 

LIECE. 

LII. 


Leicester. 


HREN. 
HVN. 
HYTHA. 
IRRIVTV. 


Huntingdon. 
Hythe. 


LIN. 
LINC. 
LINCO. 
LINCOL. 


> Lincoln. 


lAECE, or 




LINCOLN. 


/' 


NIAECE. 




LINCONLNC. 




L. 




LINDCOL. 




LAE. 
LAEW. 
LAGC. 
LAM, OT 


> Lewes. 
Leighton? 


LN. 
LNC. 
LN^CN. 
LNET. 




LAN. 
LE. 




LV. 
LVD. 


Ludlow. 


LEG. 
LEGt. 
LEGE. 
LEGER. 


I Chester. 
Leicester. 


LVINE. 
LVN. 
LVND. 
LVNDE. J 


> London. 



t Mr. Combe gives this to Grantham 3 Archseologia> vd. 
XVIlI.p.201< 

u Edwatd the Confessor has this Town, together with the 
same Moneyer^ wvlstan. The Coin is in the British Museum. 
[Mr. Combe.] 
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LVNOEI. 




1 


8ANDVVI. 


Sandwich. 


LVNDEN. 


> London. 


SCEFTE. 


1 Shaftes- 


LVNDI. 


I 


SCEFTESB. 


J bury. 


LVNDON. 


J 


SCFTES. 


LYDA C. 


Lydford, 


SCR. 


1 Shrews- 


M^LD. 
MEAL. 


> Maldon. 


SCRO. 
SCROBR. 


J bury. 


NEACN. 




SEBER. 


Salisbury? 


NIAECE, or 




SEFTE. 


Shaftesbury. 


lAECE. 
NOR. 




, 


SER. 
SERE. 


> Salisbury. 


NORTH. 






SITHE. 




NORTHI. 






SN. 


1 Notting. 
j ham. 


NORTHW. 


^Norwich. 


SNO. 


NORTHWI. 






SR. 




NORTHWIC 






SRO. 




NORWI. 






ST. 




OC. 






STA. 


Stamford. 


OCXE. 






STAE. 


Stafford. 


OX. 






STAN. 




OXCEN. 






STANF. 




OXE. 






STANFO. 


5>Stamford. 


OXEN. 




.Oxford. 


STANFOR. 




OXN. 






STANI. 




OXSA. 






STEF. 


Stafford. 


OXSEN. 






SV. ] 
SVTH.. J 


South- 


OXSENA. 






wark. 


OXSN. 






TANTV. 


Taunton. 


RANT. 




THE. 




RIC. 




THEO. 




RINC. 




THEOD. 


^►Thetford. 


RIV. 




THEOT. 


ROFE, 
ROFEC. 


> Rochester. 


THEOTF. 
THEOTFO. -^ 


RV. 
RVME. 


> Romney. 


THRIV. 
TOTA. 


Totnes. 


RVNE. 




VNTED. Hi] 


intingdon ? 


SAEBER. 


Salisbury? 


WAERINC. 


Warwick. 


SAN. 




Sandwich. 


WE. 
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WECE. 


Watchet. win. 


. 




WEL. 


WINA. 






WELL } 


Walling- wiNC. 






WELIN. J 


ford. WINCE. 






WELMIAC. 
WELML4F. 
WERI. 


WINCES. 

WINCESTR. 

WINCL. 


Winches 
^ ten 


WERIC. 
WERIN. 


TTT • 1 WINCS. 

► Warwick. ^^^^^ 


. 




WESWA. 


WINCSTERE. 




Wi. 


WINCSTR. 




WIB. 


WINJEOD. 


WID. " 


WIR. 


Worces- 


WIHRAC. 


WIRI. 


ter. 


His Moneys 


ers^ were. 




AEDRED. 


AELFWINE. 


ASGOVT. 


AEFICC. 


AELFWIRD. 


ASGVNT. 


AEFRED. 


AELRIC. 


ASGVVT. 


AEGELWINE. 


AELTHWOLD. 


ASLAC. 


AELFE. 


AELWINE. 


BEORN. 


AELFEL. 


AETHELNOTH. 


BLACELA>^. 


AELFELM. 


AETHELRIC. 


BLACEMAN. 


AELFGAR. 


AETHELWINE. 


BORSTIG. 


AELFIGARD. 


AETHERIC. 


BORSTRI. 


AELFNOTH. 


AETHESTAN. 


BRANN. ' 


AELFRIC. 


AETHRIC. 


BREHSTAN. 


AELFSI. 


ALCSI. 


BRIHTMAEk. 


AELFSIE. 


ALFSI. 


BRIHTWINE. 


AELFSIG. 


ALFWALD. 


BRINWOLD. 


AELFSIGE. 


ALFWOLD. 


BRNTRED. 


aelfstan. 


ANWARD. 


BRVMAN. 


AELFWERD. 


ARNCETL. 


BRVNCTAN. 


AELFWI. 


ARNCTKL. 


BRVNGAR. 


AELFWIE. 


ARNOLF. 


BRVNH. 


AELFWIG. 


ASGOD. 


BRVNINC. 



^ The publication of the XVlIIth volume of the Archaeologia, 
whilst this sheet, of the first edition, was in the press, enabled 
me to encrease the Iis( of Moneyers. 
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BRVNMAN. 
BRVNSTAN. 
BRVNTAT. 
CAETEL. 
CETEL. 

CETTHEGNWINE. 
CHYTEL, 
CINSIGE. 
CNIGHT. 
CNIHT. 
CNOFLNEN. 
COOERE. 
CODRfC. 
COGRIM. 
COLEMAN. 
COLGRIM. 
COLLINI. 
COLVINI. 
CORLAC. 
CRETHEWINE* 
CRINNA. 
CROC. 
CROFINC. 
CROFL. 
CRVCAN. 
DEGNWINE. 
' DENGWINE, 
DEORSIGE. 
DRODA. 
0ROWA. 
DVSTAN. 
EADELRED. 
EADNOTH. 
EADWI. 
EADWIN. 
EADWIRED. 
£ADWOLD« 
EALDRED* 
EDLOIGERARE. 



BDRBD. 

EURIC. 

EDSIGfiWARB. 

EDWERD. 

EOWINE. 

BGELWERD. 

fiGELWIG. 

EGELWINE. 

EIMVLF. 

ELBERD. 

ELEWERD. 

BLEWINE. 

ELEWN. 

ELFICARD. 

ELFRIC. 

ELFWIC. 

ELFWINE. 

ELFWIRD.^ 

ELFWVRD. 

ELVARD. 

ELWERD. 

EODALUA. 

EODWINE. 

ESELWINE. 

ETHELMAER. 

ETHELRIC. 

ETHELWINE. 

ETHESTAN. 

ETHLSTAN. 

ETSIG. 

ETSIGE. 

FAERTHEIN. 

FARGRIM. 

FARTHEIN. 

FARTHIN. 

FEREMAN. 

FEREMN. 

FERENM. 

FLATHAN. 



TLECTHILFL* 

FRITHCOL. 

FRTHIWINE. 

FRVDIWINE, 

FRYDIWINE. 

GARTHEIN« 

GEFFEL. 

GIMVLF. 

GINVLF. 

GODA. 

GODEFRETH. 

GODELEOF. 

GOOEMAN. 

GODERE. 

GODMAN. . 

GODRIC. 

GODRICSWOT. 

GODWINE. 

GODWINECAS. 

GOERE. 

GOLDVS. 

GOTCILD. 

GOTEIL. 

GOTEILOR. 

GOTEILTH. 

GRIM. 

GRIMAN. 

GRIMOLF. 

GRIMVLF. 

GRVCAN. 

GRVNGAR. 

GRVRN. 

GVNELF. 

GVNLEOF. 

GVNREF. 

HATHAN, pro 

NATHAN. 
HELSIRICO. 
HILDOLE. 
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HILDOLf. 

HILDRSDk 

HILDVLF. 

HVNEWINE, 

HVNNI. 

HVVATMAJf. 

IFRETHI. 

ire: 

IVSTEGEN, 

LADMAER. 

LANDFERTH. 

LED - - - U^ 

LEFA. 

LEFENTH^ 

LEFOCA. 

LEODMAER. 

LEODMER. 

LEDDMR. 

LEOtFA. 

LEOFEDEG. 

LEOFENOTH. 

LEOFNOD. 

LEOFNOTH. 

LEOFRED. 

LBOFRIC. 

LEOiTSIGB* 

LEOFSTAN.. 

LEOFSVNN. 

LEOFWI. 

LEOFWIN. 

LEOFWINE. 

LBOFWOLD. 

LEONCWE. 

LEOT 

LEOWINE. 

LEOWN. 

LIJINC. 

LIOFWIKE. 

LIWINE. 



LODA. 

LVFA. 

LVFERIC. 

MACSVTHA. 

MAN. 

MANA. 

MATTHAN. 

NATATHAN. 

NATHAN. 

NIEICI, 

NIEIMEI. 

NORVLF. 

ODA. 

ODE. 

OMAI. 

ORDBRIHT. 

OSBERN. 

OSFERTH. 

OSGob. 

OSGOT. 

OSGVT. 

OSMVND. 

OSVLF. 

OSWI. 

OTHAN. 

OTHBI. 

OTHIN. 

OTHTHIN. 

RAEFEN. 

RICNVLF. 

RVLBERN. 

SAEGRIM. 

SAEGWIN. 

SAEMAN. 

SAEWINE. 

SEGRIM. 

SEMAN. 

SEOFINC. 

SEWINE. 



SHVT. 
SIRED. 
SIRFADN. 
SIRIC. 

SNELEAR. HAS- 
NEL. 

Two Moneyers« 
STEGEN. 
STICOL. 
STIRCAR. 
STIRCOL. 
STIRKAR. 
STRCOL. 
STYRCOL. 
SVARTCOL. 
SVARTGOL. 
SVMERLIDA. 
SVNEGOD. 
SVNOLF. 
SVRITVNE. 
SVRTINC. 
SWAEGEN. 
SWAN. 
SWARTIC. 
SWARTIN. 
SWARTINC. 
SWEA&TA. 
SWEARTBRAND. 
SWEARTEBRAND. 
SWEARTINC. 
SWEGEN. 
SWERT. 
S^VERTEBR. 
SWERTEBRAD. 
SWERTEBRAND. 
SWILTMAN. 
SWITHEN. 
SYWTINEN. 
THVRGRIM. 
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THVRIAt. 


WINEDAEI. 


WVLFWIME, en* 


THVR8TAN. 


WINEDAEN. 


WVLFWINE. 


THVSTAN. 


WIMTSIGE. 


WVLFMAER. ' 


TIDRED. 


WITHAN. 


WVLMI. 


TINDRED. 


WITHRIN. 


WVLMIOD. 


TOCA. 


WITHRIME. 


WVLNOTH. 


TOOCA. 


WITHRN. 


WVLSTAN. 


TROTAN. 


WVLBARN. 


WVLWINE. 


VCEDF. 


WVLBERE. 


WVNSIGLE. 


VLF. 


- WVLFBiAER. 


WVNSTAN, 


VLFONUNG.* 


WVLFNOTH. 


WYNSIGE, 


WEDLES. 


WVLFRED. 


WYNSIGG. 


WEDLOS. 


WVLFRIC. 


WYNSIGIE. 


WINE. 


WVLFRIMEN. 


WYNSTAN. 



Cnut had^ in his life-time, placed his son Suein upon 
the throne of Norway, and after his death in lO^tf 
his two other sons took possession of his remaining 
dominions : Harthacnut ruled in Denmark, and- 
Harold in England. 

The short reign of the English Monarch affords 
no further information respecting the state of his 
Mints than that which is to be collected from his 
Coins which still remain. On them he is sometimes 
styled REX simply, and at others rex a. for anglo- 

RVM. 

The name of the Mint, and of the Moneyer, ap- 
pear upon the Reverse. 

His Mints were few in number. The names of 
the following Towns only are known : 

BED. Bedford. brio. 

BRE. BRIE. 



j Bristol. 



X This Coin has on the Reverse vlf on ling on lnc. ^ax. Its 
legend was copied from Mr. Southgate*s MS. and is probably 
blundered ; the name of the Mint being repeated. 
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CEICS. 
DOFR. 


Chichester. 


LVND. 
LVNDE. 


> London. 


DOFRA. 
DOFRAN. 


J- Dover. 


LVNDON. J 
NOR. 


DOFREN. 
DOFRENN. 


^ 


NORTH. 

NORTHWi. >Norwich, 


£0. 


1 


NORTHWIC. 


EOF. 


VYork. 


NORTHWIE. 


EOFER. » 

GRAN. 

ITAA. 

LEIC. 

LEICE. 

LINC. 

LINCO. 

LINCOL. 

LINCOLN. 


J 

Cambridge. 

> Leicester. 
I Lincoln. 


0. 
OX. 

SERE. 

SN. 

STA. 

STANF. 

THEO. 

THEOD, 


Oxford. 

Salisbury? 

Nottingham, 
r Stafford or 
I Stamford ? 

Stamford. 

• Ixhetford. 


LV. 

LVD. 

LVN, 


Ludlow. 
London. 


THEOTF. J 

VERINCW. Warwick. 
WEL. Wallingford. 


His Moneyers were. 






AECMAN. 


CONRIN. 




LEOFRED. 


AEFICC. 


DVLCEFT. 


» 


LEOFRIC. 


AELFEWALD. 


DVRACAN 


r. 


LEOFWINE. 


AELFNOTH. 


EDWALD. 




LEORIC. 


AELFSIGE. 


EDWERD, 




LEOWINE. 


AELFSYGE. 


edwine;. 




MANNA. 


AELFWIN. 


EDWOLD. 




SCVL. 


AELFWINE. 


ELFSHGE. 




SCVLA. 


AELFWOLD. 


ELFWINE, 




SIRMAN. 


AELLMAN. 


ELFWOLD 


1. 


SWAFA. 


6LACAMAN. 


ETSIGE. 




SWARTINC. 


BOGA. 


GODD. 




THVRSTAN. 


BRVNCAR. 


GPDRIC. 




WATHERING. 


BRVNGAR. 


GODWINE 


• 


WITHERWINE. 


CAERENAN. 


GODWNE. 




WITHRWINNE. 


CEOFNOTH, 


GRAVLF. 




WVLCEET. 


forsan pro 
LEOPNOTH. 


LEFWNE. 
LEOFNOTH. 


WVLGAR. 
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On the death of Harold in 1040^ his brodier 
Harthacnat was invited to accept the English Crown. 
His short reign was marked by cruelty and intempe- 
rance ; and he died in the act of swallowing a glut- 
tonous draught. 

The name of his newly-acquired Kingdom of 
England is never to be found upon his Coins ; of 
which some bear his name alone^ whilst others have 
it with the addition of rex. 

The Reverses have invariably the place of Mint- 
age, and the name of the Moneyer. 

His Mints were at 
BRVCS. Bristol. lincol. Lincoln. 

GLEWECE. Gloucester. lindeio. 
HEftE^. Hereford. lvnde. London. 

HVNTA. Huntingdon. n. 
L. WAERHICA. Warwick? 

LURE. Leicester. wice. Worcester. 

His Moneyers were, 

iELFWINE.. LEFENOOTH, OVTHENCAR. 

ASLAC. LEFSTAN. RVMERIED. 

ETHESTAN. LEOFWE. WVLFWI. 

GODRIC. LEORN. 

Edward the surviving son of Aethelred H. suc- 
ceeded to the throne upon the demise of Harthacnut, 
A. D. 1042. Immediately upon the death of his 
Father he was sent into Normandy, where be lived 
until the time of his accession. From so long a 

y Mr. SoUthgate read this lebe, and accordingly it was 
engraved in the l^te of Saxon Coins wi^Ji which he fiimished 
Mr. Nichols for his History of Leicestershire. I have therefore 
placed LBBB in die List of Towns above. But see the Coin in 
Plate XXIV. No 3, where the first letter of the Town's name is 
apparently not l. A Penny in Mr. Martin's Cs^binet, of Type 
"No 1 in this Plate, reads GopwiNB on seie* ^ 
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residence in that country he was bfecome attached to 
its customs, many of which he introduced into 
England *. Amongst these, it is highly probable, 
was the oppressive practice of frequent changes of 
the Coins, which at every alteration gave consider- 
able profit to the Crown, (This, at some period 
after his reign, settled in a triennial Tax, known by 
the name of Moneyage, which was paid expressly 
to prevent those changes ; but this payment soon 
became so unpopular that it was entirely abolished 
by King Henry I., in the second year of |his reign*,) 
If the supposition be admitted, that this practice now 
first obtained in the English Minfs, it will account 
for the great variety of the types of his Coins, which 
are much more diversified than those of any of his 
predecessors; Two of those types bear on the Re- 
verse the word pax, for the occasion of which I 
shall supply the want of proofs by laying before my 
Readers the conjectures of "an able Numismatic An- 
tiquary, but not without apprizing them, that the 
part which relj^tes to Harold H. is contradicted by 
the words of that Monarch, as will be seen hereafter. 
** Tl^e word pax being to be. found only on the 
Coins of the Confessor, Harold, and William I.^, in* 
timates it arose from something that had peculiar re- 
ference to them* I apprehend it was first on account 
of the Peace between Godwin, Harold's Father, and 
King Edward, A. D. 1052; when he granted his 
jpiS or PAX to the Earl, as the Saxon Chronicle 

2 Ingulphus, p. 6^. a Wilkins, page 234. 

b The Penny of Cnut (which has been already mentioned), 
and that of Henry I., both with the same legend, had not, I 
presume^ been discovered when the above was drawn up by Mr. 
North. 

VOL. I. C C 
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informs us. The particular articles of that Peace, 
Historians do not give us, but it seems as if promise 
of succeeding to the Crown was part ; for the same 
Chronicle, speaking of Harold's taking the King- 
dom, says it was as K, Eklward had granted or agreed 
with him. Upon this supposition the pax upon 
Harold's Coin pointed to the Agreement, which was 
the foundation of his title. And William the Nor- 
man having a like promise from the Confessor, when 
he was in France, might with equal reason stamp 
the same word on his Coin, to remind the people on 
what footing his title stood." ^ 

His Laws contain no regulations respecting his 
Money ; but in the 14th Chapter of them all trea- 
sure found in the earth is declared to belong to the 
King, except it should be discovered in a Church, 
or in a Churchyard, in which case the King should 
have the Gold, and one half of the Silver, the other 
moiety to be taken by the Church where it was 
found, whether it were rich or poor ^. In the 38th 
Chapter it was ordained that no work of Gold or Sil- 
ver, of which any douht could exist as to the pro- 
priety of the sale ^9 should be bought except in the 
presence of Goldsmiths or Moneyers. And if it 
should appear to belong to d Church, or to a Trea- 
sury, it should not be bought without a pledge, or 

c North's MS. pen^ Aut. But Harold himself daimed the 
Crown as the gift of the Confessor in his last moments. 

d Wilkins, page 199. 

c I know not whether that sentence which is given in Italicks 
represents the sense of the original words, " unde emptor dubi- 
tare possit/' though I am not aware of any other kind of doubt 
in the mind of the Buyer which could render necessary the pre- 
sence of Witnesses. ) 
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surety ; and if the seller should not be able to give 
such pledge, then the article, together with that 
which was to be given for it, should be detained^ 
until the owner of it should appear, or some other 
person who should sufficiently warrant the same. 
If ^ny persoi^ should make a purchase in any other 
manner, he should lose and forfeit what he had 
foolishly bought ^ 

The fines which were imposed by his Laws were 
regulated by Pounds, Oras, Marks, Shillings, and 
Pennies. * 

As his Coins which have been preserved are very /^, 4,r^i^ ^ 
numerous, nearly five hundred varieties being known, ^^^^ ^>,^ . 
so the manner in which his name and title are sig- j^ 

nified upon them is likewise extremely varied, by^^ ^^^^ 
almost every possible mode of ill-spelling. They'Tf^^^ 
have chiefly the initial, or the whole, of anglorvm *^vif^-^ ' 
upon the Obverse e ; and the circle of the Reverse is 
filled with the namje of the Mint and Moneyer, ex-* 
cept in one instance, where spraceling occupies the 
whole of it. 

He had Mints in 

AESTIEN. Hastings. BEARB, forsanpro « 

AMT. Southampton. . dearb. Derby. 

^'^™- JBath. ^^^- I Bedford. 

bathen. J bedafor. J 

' Wilkins, p. 209. 

P In one Charter he is styled hex anglorvm [Hemingi Chart, 
p. 335]; and in ailother anglorvm basilevs [Id. p. 399]. 

According to a Charter of Inspeximus, Pat. 18 H. VI. mem. 
9. eh. VI. part 2^ he sometimes styled himself cynm;. [Selden's 
Titles of Honour, Addition to Col, 638. part II. chap. 5. § 11. J 
On his Great Seal iii Speed is engraven 

SIEILLVOD 6ADWARDI ANELORVCO BASILCI. 
C €2 
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1. 



BEDEF. > Bedford. 

BEDEFOR. J 
BEDEWINDE. Bcdwin, 

See Note K 
BEDF. 
BERDEST. 
BODEFOR. 
BRIC. 
BRV. 



Bedford. 

Bedford? 
j Bristol. 
Bridport.* 



CAENT. 

CAN. 

CANT. 

CANWA. 

C£. 

CENT. 

CENTV. 

CIC. 

CICES. 

CICEST. 

CNI. 

COLA. 

COLCE. 

COLE. 

COLECE. 

COLECET.' 

COLI. 

OKANT, pro 

GRANT. 
CRECLAD. 
0EDEWINDE 
"^DEORBE. 



Canter- 
bury. 



} Canter- 
bury. 

I Chiches- 



1 



Colches- 
ter.* 



J 
■)Cam- 

J bridge. 

Crekelade. 

See Note b. 



1 Derby. 

DEORBJ. J . ^ 

DOPTH. 



> Dover. 

hej 
erb^ 

j Derby. 



DOFR. 
DOFRR. 

DOR. Dorchester * or 
Derby. 

DORB. 
DO RBI. 

DORTH. Dorchester ? 

DOWER. 

DREB. 

£. 

BAD- 1 St. Eklmunds- 
MVN. J bury. 

EFOR. 



EFRDWIC. 

EFRE. 

EFRWI. 

EGELE. 

EGLE. 

ENE. 

EO. 

EOEPR. 

EOEFRW. 

EOER. 

EOF. 

EOFE. 

EOFEERI. 

EOFEERW. 

EOFEI. 

EOFER. 

EOFERE. 

EOFERI. 

EOFERIC. 

EOFERICC. 

EOFERVIC. 

EOFERW. 



York. 



} Ayles- 
bury. 



York. 



^ The legend on this Coin may be read either windbcild on 
BBDE, or GILD ON BEDEWINDE. Mr. Southgate had a Cola 
which he read citD on dedewinde. 
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EOFERWC. 
EOFERWI. 
EOFERWIC. 
EOFERWICC. 
EOFERWII, 
EOFERWIIC. 
EOFERWS. 
EOFEWIC. 
EOFI. 
EOFOFE. 
EOFR. 
EOFRI. 
EOFRR. 
EOFRW. 
EOFRWC. 
EOFRWI. 
EOFRWIC, 
EOFRWICC, 
EOFRWICE. 
EOFRWIEC. 
EOI. 

EOMEO^ or 
EONEO. 
EOKEOF. 
EONEpFE. 
EONEORE. 
EONER. 
EONR. 
EOR* 
EORW. 
EOTHE. 
EOTHG. 
EOXES. 
EXCES. 
EXCEST. 
EXE. 
EXECE. 
EXECE5. 
EXECEST. 



>York. 



S York- 



York? 



^Exeter. 



EXECESTE. 

GENIT. 

GIFE. 

GIPE. 

GIPP. 

GIPPE. 

GIPSII. 

GIPSN. 

GLEAWE. 

GLECEST. 

GLEIE. 

gleve: 

GLEWE. 

GLEWECE. 

GRA. 

GRANT. 

HA. 

HAESTIEN. 

HAESTIN. 

HAM. 

HAMT. 

HAMTV. 

HEOR. 

HER. 

HERE. 

HEREFOE. 

HEREFOI. 

HEREFOR. 

HERTF. 

HESTIEN.. 

HORNiDVNE. 

HTINC. 

HVN. 

HVNEC. 

HVNT. 

HVNTE. 

lERBIRGE. 

IT. 

LAEWE. * 



Exeter. 



^Ipswich'' 



Glquces- 
ten 



^Cam- 
' bridge. 



> Hastings. 

1 South- 
j ampton, 

Hertford, 



Here- 
ford.* 

Hertford. 
Hastings. 
Homdon. 



1 Huntin^^ 
J don.* 
Jerby ? 

Lewes. 
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LECES. 






LIN. 




LECEST. 






LINC. 




LEG. 






LINCC. 




LEGE. 


i 




LINCL. 




LEGEC. 
LEGECC. 
LEGECE. 
LEGECES. 




^Chester.* 


LINCO. 
LINCOL. 
LINCOLE. 
LINCOLEI. 


> Lincoln.* 


LEGECEST. 






LINCOLN. 




LEGECF. 






LINCOLNA. 




LEGEC^T. 
LEGEEC. 




, 


LINCOLNE. 
LNCC. 




LEGEEE. 






LV. 




LEGR. 
LEH. 


■^ 


LVAND. 

LVDE. qu. Ludlow. 


LEHE. 

LEHER. 

LEHR. 


Leices- 

^ ter * 


LVN. 

LVND. 

LVNDE. 




LEHRE. 
LEHRECES. 




LVNDEN. 
LVNDENE. 


r London. 


LEHT*. 




LVNDENEN. 




LEI. 




LVNDI. 




LEIC. 




LVN DO. 




LEICE. 

LEICEI. 

LEICES. 

LEICEST. 

LEIG. 




>- Leicester, 


LVNE. 

LVN I. 

LY. 

MAELDV. 1 

MELD. J 


Lydford ? 
> Maldoiu 


LBMRE. 

LENC. 

LER. 

LEWEI. 

LGIL. 

LI. 


Lincoln ? 
Lewes.* 


NERER, forsan 
as it is read by 
NOP, forsan pro 
NOR. 
NORTH. 

oc^f. i 


pro HERSR^ 
Mr. Wise. 

1 Nor. 
1 wich.* 


LIE, 

LiMNi. Limi 

3< 


ng ? See p. 
55. 


OX. 1 
OXE. j 
OXENE. J 


>• Oxford. 



I Cnut has this Town with the same Moneyer wvlstan. The 
Coin is in the British Museum. [Mr. Combe.] 
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OXENEX. 

OXNE. 

OXNEF. 

OXNI. 

RELHM. 

RO. 

ROCEE. 

ROFE. 

RVMNE. 

RYNE. 

S.j 

sc. 

SCEFTE. 

^COB. 

SCOBE. 

SCR. 

SCRO. 

S^ROB. 

SCROBE. 

SEARRVM 

SNOTI. 

SNOTIN. 

SRO. 

SROBB. 

SROBBE. 

SROW. 



Oxford. 



1 Roches- 
J ter. 
Romney. 



Shaftesbury.* 



Shrews- 
bury.* 



Salisbury. 

} Notting- 
ham. * 

I Shrews- 
j bury. 



1 



STA. 
STAEN. 
STAN. 
STANF. 

sTanfo. 

STNE. 

SVTHE. 

TAMW. 

TANTVNE. 

THEO. 

THEOD. 

THEOT. 

THIDFO. 

THIDFOI. 

THIDFOR. 

THIODFOR. 

THTFO. 

TiNC. Teignraouth? 

TONWVRTH . 1 Tam- 

TONWYRTH. J WOrth. 

WA. Wallingford, War- 
ham, or Warwick ? 

WALL I Walling- 

WALIN. j ford^* 

WALLI. J 



►Stamford. 



Southwark. 
Tam worth. 
Taunton. 



J^Thetford. 



j Probably for Shrewsbury, as the same Moneyer, godesbrand, 
occurs on Coins of this Monarch with sc. and scr. 

. It I have never seen this Coin ; but it is engraven ia " A De- 
scription of that admirable Structure, the Cathedral Church of 
Salisbury,'* JLondon^ 1774, 4to. It is of the Sovereign type, and 
reads eadvveard rex nolo. Rev. godric. on. searrvm^^ 
See page 50 of the account of Old Sarum, where it is said to 
have been found some years since at that place, and to be now 
(%, e. in 1774) in the possession of Mr. White of Newgate Street j 
who discovered from this Coin the meaning of sea on a Pennjr 
of Dr. Mead's, which had puzzled many Antiquaries. Qu. ^whe- 
ther it were not made for the express purpose of that discovery? 
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Warham.* 
Warwick. 


WIN. 
WINC. 






WARINC. 




WI. 
WICE. 




WINCE. 
WINCES. 




Winches- 
' ter. 


WIGER. 
WIGR. 


1 Worces- 


WINCEST. 
WINCESTR. 




WIHER. 


f ter.* 


WINEC8TRE. 






WIHRE. 
WILT. 


J 


WINRE. 
WINTVNE. 


Winchester. 


WILTV. 


►Wilton. 


WIODFOD. 




WILTVN. 
WILTVNE. 


WIODWOD. 
WNTVNE. 


Winchester. 



To those Mints which occur in Domesday Book 
as having been worked in this reign, I have added 
an *.* 

His Moneyers were, 

AECFWERD. itELFSlGE. 

AELFSINE. 
AELFWARD. 
AELFWERD. 
AELFWIG. 
AELFWINE. 
AELFWINEE. 
AELFWN. 
AELFWOLD. 
AELWI. 



AECGWINE. 

AEGELMAER 

AEGELRIC. 

AEGEWIGE. 

A£6l<RIC. 

AEGLSIE. 

ae6lwin£. 

aeielric. 

aeielwine.^ 

AELFER. 

AELFERE. 

AELFGAR. 

AELFMERE. 

AELFNERE. 

AELFNOTH. 

AELFRED. 

AELFRIC. 

AELFS. 

AELFSI. 

AELFSIG. 



AGLRIC. 

ALDQAR. 

ALEIF. 

ALEOF. 

ALFSI. 

ALFSIG. 

ALXXI. 

ANCETL. 

ANDERBODA 

ANDERBODE 

AJ^SERA. 



:it 



ARBETEL. 

ARCEL. 

ARCETL. 

ARCIL. 

ARCYTEL. 

ARDGRIM. 

ARGRIM. 

ARNCEL. 

ARNCETEL. 

ARNCGL. 

ARNlCTBL. 

ARNGRIM. 

ARNGRIMLO. 

ARNGRIMLOA« 

ARRETEL. 

AVTI. 

AVTTI. , 

BEORN. 

BINRED. 

BLACMAN. 

BOPRIC. 



it^ pu^^csu^^ iBk.^?.wi't>5«M<^jpr/^.<s. 
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BOIA. 

BRAND. 

BRAREND. 

BRIBING. 

BRIHTIVER. 

BRIHTMER. 

BRIHTRED. 

BRIMTRC. 

BRIHTRIC. 

BRIHTWINE. 

BRIHTWOLD. 

BRIN^ proforsan 

BRIH. 
BRITHRC. 
BRITHRIC. 
BRND. 
BRVCHYSE. 
BRVNDWINE. 
BRVNIC, 
BRVNINC, 
BRVNMAN. 
BRVNNIC, 
BRVNVINE. 
BRVNWINE. 
BRYNWINE. 
BVLERED. 
BVREDNE. 
CEFTEL. 
CEOCA. See 

GODWINE. 
IDEOFTAN, 
CEOLA. 
CETEL. 
CETELI. 
CEWINE. 
CILD. 
CITGIL. 
CLEWINE. 
COL. 



COLA. 

COLBIN. 

COLBRAND. 

COLGRIM. 

CO LSI. 

COLSTAN. 

COLTSVE.^ 

CONNA. 

DEORMAN. 

dicnn:g. 

DIRINC. 

DRYIN. 

DVDINC. • 

DVGRID. 

DVLINOTH. 

DVLINNOTH. 

DVNINC. 

DVRVL. 

DYNWl. 

EADWEARD. 

EALCSI. 

EALDGAR. 

EARCIL. " * 

EARNWI. 

EDAERD. 

EDELIC. 

EDMAER. 

EDRIC. 

EDWERD. 

EDWI. 

EDWIGG. 

EDWINE. 

EElWN. 

EIELRIC. 

EIELWINE. 

i^LESIGE. 

ELESISE. 

ELEWiNE. 

ELFER. 



x< JL l* JL iv JL • 
ELFHERE, or 

ELFNERB. 
ELFRDD. 
ELFRIC. 
ELFSI. 
ELFSIE, or 

ELFSIG. 
ELFSIGE. 
ELFSINE. 
ELFWERD. 
ELFWIE. 
ELFWIG. 
ELFWINE. 
ELFWINEE. 
ELNOTH. 
ELRED. 
ELRIC. 
ELSIGE. 
ELSINE. 
ELTAN. 
ENDRIC. 
EOLA. 
EOLTSNE. 
ERNCIL. 
ERNCITEL. 
ERNCYTE. 
ERNCYTEL. 
ERNGRIM. 
ESTMVND. 
ESTNVND. 
ETHELWINE. 
ETSIGE. 
ETVRCOL. 
FROM. 
FROMA. 
GARNWI. 
GODELFOLD. 
GODERIC. 
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GODESBRAD. 
OODESBRAND. 
GODMAN. 
GODRAC. 
GODRIC. 
GODRICC. 
GODRICO. 
GODRICON, 
GODSBRAND. 
GODSVNV. 
GODWIN. 
GODWINE. 
GODWINE. CEOCA, 
Two Moneyers.'*^' 
GODWNE. 
GOLA. 
GOLTSINE. 
GOLTSVE, 
GOTHRIC. 
GOTHRICC, 
GRMOLF. 
GVTHORT. 
HAERRED. 
HARLIN. 



lOLA. 

lOLAA. 

lOLANA. 

lOLAON. 

lOLE. 

lORA. 

lOREL. 

IVGBTEL, 

IVRELEL. 

LEFCTCL. 

LEFNNATH. 

LEFONOTH, 

LEFWINE. 

LEGOFREDE. 

LEGOFWENE. 

LEOCRINE. 

LEOFDAEG. 

LEOFENOTH. 

LEOFNOTH. 

LEOFRED. 

LEOFRIC. 

LEOFRINE. 

LEOFTHEG. 

LEOFWINE. 



HEATHEWVLE, pro XiEOFWOLD. 



HEATHEWVLF. 
HVSCALR. 
HVSCAR. 
HVSCARL. 
HVSRALH. 
lOCCETEL. 
lOCETEL. 
lOCETL. 
lOCITEL. 
lOCTEL. 
lOCTL. 
lOKEL. 
lOKETEL. 
lOKTEL. 



LIFEl^E. 

LIFINC. 

LIFINCC. 

LIFING. 

LIFRED. 

LIFSTAN. 

LIFWINE. 

LIOFFNOTH. ; 

LIOFINC. 

LIOFRED. 

L.IOFSTAN. 

LIOFWINE. 

LIOFWOLD. 

LOELRIE. 



MAN. 

MANWINE. 
MORRE. 
ODGRIM. 
OSFERTH. 
OSMAER. 
OSMVND, 
OSWARD. 
OSWOLD. 
OTHAN. 
OTHBEN. 
OTHBEORN. 
OTHBERN, 
OTHBORN. 
OTHEN. 
OTHGRIM. 
OTHIN. 
OTHOLF. 
OTWINE. 
OVDBEARN, or 
OVTHBEARN. 
OVTHGRIM. 
OVTHVLF. 
OVTHWVLF. 
RAEFEN. 
RAEFN. 
RAFEN. 
RIACMAN* 
RVLGNR. 
SAEFVCEF. 
SAEFVCEL. 
SAEFVCER. 
SAEFV'GEL. 
SAEFVHEL. 
SAEWINE. 
SCVLA. 
SCVLAA. 
SCVLAE. 
SCVLE. 
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SEFDHEL. 

SEFVEL. 

SEFVHEL. 

SEFYHEL. 

SENEBRN. 

SEWINE. 

SICAC. 

SIETINR. 

SNAEBOKN. 

SNAERORN. 

SNEBEARN. 

SNEBORN. 

SNEBRN. 

SPRACALNG. 

SPRACELING \ 

SPRATELING. 

SPROT. 

STIRCOL. 

STIRCOLL. 

STVRCOL. 

STYRCOL. 

SWAETCOL. 

SWARCOLF. 

SWARTCOL. 

SWEART. 

SWEARXeOL. 

SWEARTINC. 

SWEARTING. 

SWERTCOL. 

SWERTINC. 

SWETHAN. 

SWETMAN. 

SWOTA. 

SWRTCOL. 

SWRTINC. 

SWRTING. 



THOR. 

THORCTEL. 

THORR. 

THVRCIL. 

THVRECIL. 

THVRGRIM. 

THVRNGRIM. 

THVRRIM. 

THVRRIN. 

TOLSI. 

TVRGRIM. 

VLC. 

VLF. 

VLFCEETEL. 

VLFCEL. 

VLFCETEL. 

VLFCIL. 

VLFCTEL. 

VLFCTL. 

VLFCVTEL. 

VLFCYTEL. 

VLFE 

VLFEIL. 

VLFF. 

VLKETL. 

VNOLF. 

VVLFGARR. 

WICINC. 

WICING, 

WIGMAER. 

WILGRIP. 

WINDECILD. See 

BEDE in the list 

of Mints. 

WINTEFVHEL. 
WINTERFVGEL. 



WINTERFVGL. 

WINTERFVHEL. 

WINTERFVHL. 

WVDEMAN. 

WVDVNAM. 

WVLBEREN. 

WVLBRN. 

WVLDAR. 

WVLENMOTH. 

WVLENNOTH. 

WVLF. 

WVLFCETL. 

WVLFGAR. 

WVLFGEAT. 

WVLFINJE. 

WVLFMAER, 

WVLFMOTH. 

WVLFRARD. 

WVLFRED. 

WVLFRIC. 

WVLFSI. 

WVLFWARD. 

WVLFWIG. 

WVLFWINE. 

WVLGAR. 

WVLINDE. 

WVLMAER. 

WVLNOTH. 

WVLSI. 

WVLSIGE. 

WVLSTAN. 

WVLWI, 

WVLWIN. 

WVLWINE. 

W-RWIN. 



On the death of King Edward, in 1066^ four 



1 This in one instance has no name of Mint added to it. 
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competitors appeared for the Crown of Eogland: 
these were, Harold Earl Godwin, Tostig his bro- 
ther, the King of Norway, and William Duke of 
Normandy. The nature of the claikn of Tostig and 
the King of Norway is not stated; but both Harold 
and William deduced their title from the gift of the 
deceased Monarch. The justice of their respective • 
pretensions cannot now be ascertained, as the con- 
tradictory testimony of Historians seems, on this 
occasion, to have been dictated not by the spirit of 
truth, but by that of party. 

Harold availed himself of the advantage .which he 
derived from being in England when the throne 
became vacant, and immediately assumed the sove- 
reignty, in such haste that he would not wait for 
the meeting of the States of the Realm, which had 
been co^vened at the accession of several preceding 
Monarchs ™. 

What he so boldly assumed he as gallantly de- 
fended against the attempts of the other Claimants, 
two of whom, Tostig and the King of Norway, were 
defeated by him and slain. The victory over these, 
however, so much weakened his powers, that he 
was unable to withstand the attack of the Duke of 
Normandy, and fell in the contest, having reigned 
little more than nine months. 

Dunng his short-lived sovereignty he seems to 
have been studious to perpetuate his memory Hby 
frequent Coinages, for his Mints were numerous, 
and his Coins are far from being uncommon. Three 
different types of them, all the varieties that are 
known, are engraven in Plate XXVL That they 

« Carte, voL L p. 356. 
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are rightly appropriated to this Monarch appears 
highly probable, from their resemblance to the Ob- 
verse of the most common of the Conqueror's Pen- 
nies^; and from the circumstance of their having 
been frequently discovered together with Coins, of 
that Monarch, and of Edward the Confessor, with- 
out the mixture of any others **. 

They have on the Obverse his name and tide as 
King of England, and ^he Reverse bears the Mo- 
neyer's name and the place of Mintage. All of 
them have pax across the centre p ; which has been 
supposed to allude to the Peace which Edward sthe 
Confessor granted to him and to his father Earl 
Godwin in 1052, and which Mr. North thinks to 
have formed the foundation of Harold's claim to the 
Crown % This explanation, however, is contradicted 
by the words of Harold's Message to William, in 
which he acknowledged that Edward the Confessor 
did once appoint him to be his heir of the Kingdom 
of England, and that he [Harold] had ratified that 
succession to him in Normandy ; but that his own 
title to the Kingdom rested upon a Grant made to 
him by the Confessor in his last moments ; which 
kind of bequest had, ever since the time in Which 
St. Augustine visited this Island, always been consi- 
dered as paramount to every other preceding gift'. 

" See English Coins, Plate I. No 7. 

o In 1739 a large quantity of them was found at Dymchurch 
in Romney Marsh 5 and the same in 1774 near St. Mary Hill 
Church in London. No other Coins were found with either of 
these parcels. [Archaeologia, vol. IV. p. 356.] 

P See Plate XXVI. 

n See page 389, in the account of the Coins of Edward the 
Confessor. 

*" Duchesne, Hist. Normannorum Scriptores, p. 200. 
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Of this donation^ made by Edward in extremis, 1 
believe there is no other evidence to be found than 
this Message of Harold; which must be received 
with caution, as living witnesses of a transaction of 
such importance ought to have been produced, and 
the justice of the claim should not have been suf- 
fered to depend solely on the assertion of the claim- 
ant. But it is probable that the equity of the title 
was esteemed to be of little consequence by either 
of the parties, who endeavoured only to make out a 
plausible case, and left the decision to the sword ; 
which determined in favour of William, after a se- 
vere conflict at Hastings. 



Harold had Mints at 



Hastings. 



AEST. 

AESTR. 

BEDE. 

BEDEF. 

BEDEFO. 

BRI. 

BRIG. 

BRVCC. 

BRVCCE. 

BRVCCI. 

BRVCI. 

C?A. 

CAN. 

CANTI. 

CEICESLA. 

CI<?E. 

CICEI. 

CICES. 

COL. 

COLEC. 

COLEIGST. 

COLNCEST. 



I Bedford. 



Bristol. 



} Canter- 
bury. 

Chichester r 

I Chiches- 
/ ter. 



Colches- 
ter. 



CON. 

00. 

EFR. 

EO. 

EOF. 

EOFER. 

EOFERW. ' 

EOFERWI. 

EOFR. 

EOFRI. 

EOFRW. 

EOI. 

EON. 

EXE. 

EXEC. 

EXECES. 

EXECESTR. 

EXECESTRE. 

GIFE. 

GIFEL. 

GIFLI. 

GIPN. 



Dover ? 



!>York. 



1 



Exeter, 



> Ilchester. 
Ipswich. 
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CLE. '] 


Glouces- 
ter. 


OXENFO. 


Oxford. 


GLEAWE. . 


RVMEl. 


Romney. 


GLEGEC. J 


SCEFTES. Shaftesbury* 


HA. ^ 


South- 


SNOT. "^ 


^Notting- 
ham. 


HAMPT. . 


ampton. 


SNOTIN. 


HAMT. ) 


SNOTN. 




HERE. "1 


' 


SR. Shrewsbury. 


HEREFOR. 


S Hereford. 


ST A. '] 




HEREFORD. J 




STAI. 




HVMID. 




STAN. 




HVNHED, 1 Hunting- 


STANE. 


> Stamford. 


HVNIED. J 


don ? 


STANF. 




ITV. 




STAN I. 




LEHRE. 


Leicester. 


STENI. 


• 


LEWEEI. 


Lewes. 


TAN. Tamworth, or 


UN. 




Taunton. 


SeeWlL- 


LINt. 




LI AM L 




LINCO. 
LINCOI. 


> Lincoln. 


THEOT. 
THEOTF. 


Ixhetford. 


LINCOL. 




THEOTI. J 




LINGO. 




WALL . 1 Walling- 


LINI. 




WALIN. J 


ford. 


LLEGEC. 


Chester. 


WEARWI. 


Warwick, 


LV. 




WI. 




LVN. 




WIHRI. 


Worcester. 


LVND. 




WILTI. 




LVNDE. 


► London, 


WILTlA. 


V Wilton. 


LVNDEl. 




WILTV. 




LVNDEN. 




WILTVN. 




LVNDI. 




WIN. 


1 Winches- 


LVN I. 




WINCE. 


r 4r^^ 


MALI. 


Maldon ? 


WINRI. ^ 


ter. 


NOR. 

NORI. J 


> Norwich. 


WITNI. 


Witney. 




WITV. 




OMSTENI. 


, 


^'^^- 7 Wilton. 


OX. 


^ Oxford. 


WLTL. ; 


1 


OXENCA, 


1 


WN. 
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His Moneyers 

A£GLWIX£. 

ASLFGEAT. 

ASLFWI. 

AELFWIKE. 

AELFWOLD. 

AGAMVND. 

ALDGAE. 

AI«EOF. 

ALFKIED. 

ALFWOLD. 

ALGAE. 

ALMEE. 

ALXXI. 

ANWEEBODE. 

BLACEMAN. 

BEIHTEIC. 

BEIHTWI. 

BEIHTWOLD. 

BEVNWINE. 

BVECIL. 

BVEEWINE. 

CENTWINE. 

CEOEJL. 

COLMAK. 

COLEIC. 

DERMON. 

EADWARD. 

EASTNER. 

EDRIC. 



were, 

EDWINE. 

ELFWINE. 

EOFRED. 

ERNCETEL. 

FOLRIC. 

FORNA. 

FORTHA. 

GEREFIK. 

GODESBRAND. 

GODESBRANT. 

GODRIC. 

GODRIE. 

GODWIKE. 

GOLDMAN. 

iOCETEL. 

lOCETL. 

lOCITEL. 

LEISINC. 

LEOFRIC. 

LEOFSI. 

LEOFSINE. 

LEOFWINE. 

LEOFWOLD. 

LIFINC. 

MANNA. 

OLWOLD. 

OVTHBEARN. 

OVTHGRIM. 

OVTHVLF. 



ROSCETF. 

EOTCETF. 

SA£W1NS« 

SEHTWINE. 

SMARTLING. 

8NAEBEORN. 

SNEBEORN. 

SNEWINE. 

SPRACELXNG', 

SVTERE. 

SWAETCOL. 

SWARTING. 

SWEARTCOL. 

SWEAETING. 

SW-EARTLING. 

SWETMAN. 

THEODRED. 

THVRCIL. 

THVRGOD. 

VLFCETEL. 

VRSTAN. 

WIFINC. 

WINNE. 

WNLFGEAT.- 

WVLFGEAT. 

WVLFI. 

WVLFMAER. 

WVLFMAR. 

WVLFVARD. 



ft This name is a cormption of Sprakeleg, as appears from 
the foUowing passage : '* Sueno vero ex Estritha, aliis Maiga- 
reta co^nomiDe Estrith, & Ulfere Adamo Breoiensi Wolf, Angiis 
Dace vcl ut aliis placet, comitey cognooiento Sprakeleg, pro 
quo comipte apud Rogeriiim & Wigomiensem l^tiir SpraUiiigi 
& Spradingi, genitus e»t. Emstius in ootis ad Genial. R^. 
Dan. p. 75.*' [Gebta & vestigia Panorum extra Daniam, torn. 
n. p. 153. lipeias & Hafiois^ 3 torn. 8yo. 1741.] 
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WVLFW. WVLFWVRD. WVLMAER. 

WVLFWARD. WVLGAR. WVLMER. 

WVLFWI. WVLLMIRD. ZENTWINE. 

WILLIAM I. 

1066. The decisive battle of Hastings established 
the Conqueror on the throne of England in this 
year. But the wily Norman was too well acquainted 
with humaii nature to rest bis title to the sove- 
reignty on the right of conquest alone ; which, he 
was aware, would be much more disgusting to the 
minds of his tiew subjects than even a groundless 
and pretended claim to a leg^l succession could be. 
With this view he affected to consider himself as the 
lawful heir of Edward the Confessor V and, in a 
short time after his accession, solemnly ratified the 
Laws by which that Monarch had governed his 
Kingdom ^. By various arts he endeavoured to 
persuade the English that he looked upon them as 
his natural subjects, and not as a conquered people^. 

t Soon after his landing, he *' made proclamacions and cryes, 
that no man should take any praye^, or doo any force to the 
people. For he sayde that it was reasonable that he shoulde 
sp^re that thinge that should be his owne." Fabian's Chronicle, 
vol. 1. p. 295. In his. Charters he styles himself E^o Willielmu? 
Dei gratis Anglorum hsereditario jure factus. Monasticon 
Anglic, vol. I. p. 44'. w Ingulphns, p. 88. 

* In Domesday Book^ whenever it is necessary to notice the 
time when William arrived in England, it is always in this man- 
ner — Postquam [or antequam] Rex W. venit. [or venisset] in 
Anglia ; as if he had come to his own without any opposition *. 

^ The accurate eye of Mr. Ellis has been able to discover no more than 
one instance to the contrary. It occurs in the second volume, folio I34. 
b. — p* q* W. rex co'q'siuit anglia' : and even in that folio we find p* qua* 
rea W. uen' in anglica' t'ra'. 

VOL. I. V t> 
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Of all tbeae artSy none was perbifis more eflSoctnal 
thaa the manner In which he oondocted the Coinage 
of his new Kingdom: for as the prodoce of his* 
Mints was peq^ietually passing before their eyes, it 
was most obvious to them to remark, that no inno- 
vation had been made in a point so essential to their 
welfare. Such was his attention in this respect, that 
his Coins not only resembled those of Harold in 
weight and fineness, but some of them correctly 
imitated the type of that Monarch's Pennies 7. llxis 
mode of Coinage, it is highly probable, was conti* 
noed during the greater part of his. reign, for the 
Mon^ with that impression is by bx the most 
common of all the Coins which are usually attri- 
buted to him. But however that may be, it is evi- 
dent, from his Coins which are still preserved, that 
the old Standard remained unaltered by him, even 
in the latter, part of his reign, when he became more 
severe in his government of his English subjects. 
This adherence to the weight of the Saxon Penny 
will appear to be very extraordinary when we con- 
sider that he introduced the French mode of com- 
putation by Shillings of twelve Pennies : and can be 
ascribed only to a refined policy, which forbade an 
alteration, the efl^t of which would immediately be 
perceivefd by his new subjects. 

And it appears, from the same Record, that he made but little 
alteration in the antient Laws and Costoms which preTaikd in 
the Cities and Boroughs in the time of Edward the Confessor. 

y English Silver Coins, Plate I. No 7, and Supplement, Plate 
1. No 4. The various Coins, and denominations of McHiey^ which 
were at this. time in use, woj be seen in the Appendix) where 
attracts from Domesday Bool^ and other authentidc Records, 
wiH not only show them, but also the various modes of entering 
payments at that early period. 
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Mr. Carte says that the oppressive Norman Ta^i, 
oalled Moneyage, or a duty of twelve Penc6 to be 
paid by almost all persons, every third year, that the 
Money should not be altered, was brought in^at the 
Conquest ; and states, as the cause for the clamoor 
which was raised against it in the early part of the 
reign of King Henry I., and which then occasioned 
its abolition, the numberless prosecutions with 
which Ralf Flambard harassed all sorts of persons, 
and which had produced an infinite number, of 
fines, mulcts, and debts in the Exchequer*. But*}t 
is by no means <jertain that this Tax was intltxluccid' 
into England by William the ConqCieror; indeed 
the prosecutions carried on by Ralph Flambard 
r^her favour the suspicion that the necessities 6f 
Rufus were the cause of its institution, or at least of 
its rigid enforcement ; for there is no proof existing 
that Flambard was Justicier until the commence- 
ment of his reign*. To the ill advice of this per- 
son, likewise, other exactions, unknown before the 
reign of Rufus, are ascribed by Historians **. The 
great wealth which William I. possessed seems to 
place him above the temptation t6 exact so ufipb- 
pular a payment. According to C>rdericus Vitaiis, 
his daily income, arising from his rents in England, 
was reported to be m.lx. lb. xxx sol. id.ob.<?; 
which, if calculate according^ to the efficacy of 
Money at that period, when a Quarter of Wheat 

might be bought for three Shillings (such, at least, 

* ' ' • * 

« Carte, Tol L p. 482. ^ / 

« Hmtf Huntingdon, p. 3T8. Hoveden, p. 468. ; 

b Of this kind was the taking possession of the tenipdralities 

during the vacancy of Bishoprickd, &c. Ordericus Vitaiis, p. 

678. <^ Page 523. 

DD2 
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was the price in the reign of his successor), will 
give an annual inconie equal to nearly fifteen mil- 
lions of our present Mon ey ^ 

In his Laws we do not find any express provi- 
sions respecting his Money, but only the general 
words that all weights should be exact and stamped, 
in like manner as his worthy predecessors had ap- 
pointed «. 

/ Although his Coins are, at this time, by no means 
extremely rare, yet they were so until the begin- 
ning of the J 8th century, when, after a dreadful fire 
which burnt many houses in Upper Ouse-Gate, in 
the city of York, in the year I703-4, a small oak 
box, containing about 250 Pennies of the two Wil- 
liams, was discovered on digging a deep foundation 
for a new building^. Before this discovery, the 
utmost diligence of that indefatigable Collector, 

«J This calculation is fbrmed upon the different falue of the 
(Quarter of Wheat. In the reign of William 1. it is supposed ta 
have, been worth three Shillings, and at this time [1810] Use 
Pounds eight Shillings, or thirty-six times as much. Baron 
Maseres, however, adopts a very different mode of estimation, 
wbicb adds greatly to tke result. H^ first mukipHss 1061. 10. 1^ 
by three, which is the difference of the Silver contained in that 
number of Pennies in the Conqueror's time and at the present 
day. He then estimates the value of that Money at twenty times 
what it now is, and' thus brings the total to more than 
i£23,000,000. [Uistorise Anglicans) Sel^ta Mt)numenta, p. 
^6^ note n.] But this method of calculation is, I believe, erso- 
neous. In estimating the Conqueror's income we are not to 
take into consideiation the quantity of Silver which the Penny 
then contained, but the efficacy of that Coin when applied to the 
purchase of any article, which is supposed, aboye,. to be as 36 to 
1 qf our present Money. 

e Wilkins, pp. 217 and 2«8, 

^ Thoresby's Leeds, page 349. 
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Thoresby, could procure no more than two of them. 

In his Laws the Fines are regulated by Poundis, 
Oras, Marcs, Shillings, and Pence. The Shillings 
are sometimes expressly stated to be English Shil- 
* lings of four Pennies each s. But in Domesday 
Book various other Coins, or denominations of 
Money, are to be found : such as, the Mite, Far- 
thing, Halfpenny, Marc of Gold and of Silver, 
Ounce of Gold, and Marsum *". There seems also 
to have been current a Coin of the value of Half a 
Farthing, which was probably the same as the Mite 
above-mentioned*. 

Of all these the Penny is the only Coin wliich has 
descended to our times. 

As the Pennies of the two Williams have no dis- 
tinguishing mark, it is not possible to appropriate 
.^llof them to their respective Sovereigns with abso- 
lute certainty. Those, however, which resemble th^ 
Money of Harold*^ nmay, without hesitation, be given 
to William I.; as may those with pax*; for the 

f: Wilkins, p. 291. 

h See Appendix, Entries of various Payments in Domesday 
Book. 

i Domesday Book, vol. II. folio 171. b. At his accession he 
doubtless found all those Coins in circulation which have been 
enumerated as tlie currency of the Anglo-Saxons. In the course 
of his reign, however, some of the denominations of Money^ 
which that people adopted, seem to have fallen into dbuse ; for 
in Domesday Book, where an almost infinite variety of entries 
of money payments occui's, they are not to be found : as appears 
from the enumeration above. But perhaps this argument must 
not be admitted without some allowance^ for if Camden be cor- 
rect, Byzantines were in use during his reign, though they are- 
net mentioned in that Record. [Remains, p. ^36, Tth edition.] 

k English Silver Coins, Plate I. No 7, and Supplement, Wate I. 
N» 4. 1 English Silver Coins, Plate I. N© 4. 
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in^^tion at which on the Coins of Rufiis no reason 
can be assigned"*. 

' Those which ar6 markied with one 6r tWo Stdrs 
oh the Obverse*^ may, I think, with propriety be 
assigned to the second William, because those or- 
naments are to be found upon his Great Seal. The 
rest, which are still unappropriated, I would gire to 
William I., because his r^ign was extended to nearly 
double the length of that of his son, and therefore 
it is probable that his Coinage was the most exten- 
sive. This probability is much strengthened by 
the prodigious wealth which was found in the Con- 
queror^s Treasury after his death, and by the po- 
verty of his successor ^. 

The Coins which are here attributed to William I. 
have on the Obverse his name and title as Ring, 
with the addition of some of the leading letters of 
ANGLORVM P ; and on the Reverse the name of the 
Moneyer, together with the place of Mintage. On 

» See in page 3S9 an attempjt to explain this word on the 
Coins of Edward the Confessor^ &c. &c. 

n English Silver Cdns, Plate I. No* 9, 10^ and il> and Sup- 
lenient, Plate I. N© % and Plate II. N© 1. 

o This arrangement had the sanction of the late Mr. South- 
gate, and is, 1 believe, used by most modem Medalists. 

In the Treasury at Winchester was found sixty thousand 
Pounds of Silver, besides Gold, Jewels, -&€. [Bromton, Col. 983.] 

P In hia Charters he is stjrled Anglorhm Besileus [Whitelock*8 
Speech in Parliament, Nov. 2% 1650. P&rl. Hist. vol. XIX. p. 
4^], or Rex Anglorum [Mon. Anglic, vol. I. p. 44.] The in- 
scripdon on his Gr^t Seal is. 

Obverse, ^ HOC * ANIiUS * RECEM * SIBNO * FATEA- 
RteEVND6M. 

Reverse, HOI} • NORMANNORVM* WILLELMVMNOSCB^. 
PATRONVM ' SI. [See Sandford and Speed.] 



/ WILI«UM I. 4il 

all these the Saxon F is invariably used, but . the 
Roman w upon his Great Seal. 

These Coins do not exhibit any great variety of 
types, but the Mints are numerous^ and extend 
over the greater part of England .% as will appear 
from the following List^ — N. B. Those marked ^ 
are to be found in Domesday Book. Wbiere the 
name is in small Roman letters it shews that no 
Coins are known of that Mint. The names with -J- 
prefixed are from Snelling's MS Additions to his 
View of theSilver Coinage. 

m. " ASTi. Hastings^ 

iEAST. Hastings, bathe. Bath.* 

JEI. BEDEF. 

i£SH. * BEDEFORD. 

^ST. I -rj- .* BR. 

> Jiastin&:s. 

iESTI. J ^ BRELIS. 



} 



Bedford. 



Q None haTe yet occuri'ed of his foreign dominions^ excc;pt 
that which reads on the Reverse n. ivliobina, and is conjec- 
tured^ by Dr. Diicarel, to have been struck at Lillebone^ a con- 
siderable Town in the Diocese of Rouen*, where William held a 
Provincial Council in the 15th year of his reign, A. D. 1080. 
[Ducarels Series of Anglo-Gallic Coins, p. 2.] This Coin, If 
it be rightly appropriated, is the only one now known of the 
Conqueror*s Anglo-Norman Mints which comes within the 
design of this Work. The others which Di*. Ducarel has' engra- 
ven, Plate I. Nob i and 2, and Plate VIII. No 99, appeal^ from 
the legend, to have been struck before he attained the dtle of 
King. Snelling strangely fancies the first mentioned Penny to 
have been a Coin of Stephen, with a blundered inscription. View 
of the Silver Coin, p. 6. 

r It is necessary to observe that in ihis, and the following 
List, Snelling*s names pf Mints and Moneyers are incorporated. 
As he has placed those of the two WHIiams together, and has not 
distinguished the types, I have been unable to separate them. 

« U li jpowiblej howewc, that the Coin was struek atlPli«)^. See 
Cluverii Geographia, p. 70. 
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•BRicsnr. 

BRICST. 

3RIGBTS. 
BRIGETSO. 



^Bristol. 



Bridpoti.* 



BRVES. 

BVR, farsan pro "J 



BVRH, r Peterbo- 
or f rough. 

BVRGH. J 



CA. 

CAN. 

CANT. 

CANTERBIR. 

CANtV. 

CANTWA. 

CANWA. 

CANWAI. 

CATI. 

CATWAI. 

CES. 

CESTI. 

CI. 

CICE. 

CICI. 

CICSI. 

CITI. 

CNT.N 

GNTLE. 

GNTRAI* . 

GO. 

COL. 

COLC. 

COLE. 

COEBC. 

COLESI. 






Canter- 
^ bury. 



> Chester. 

I Chiches- 
j ter. 



Canterbury ? 

"I 

! Colclies- 
I ter.* 



CTL. 

DEORBI. 

DOF. 

DOFRE* 

DORC. 

DORI. 

DOV. 

DOVER. 

DOVO. 

DVRRi. qu 



Derby. 

> Dover. 
Dorchester.* 



> Dover. 

Durham » ? 
8. I. EDM. St. Edmunds- 
bury. 



EFER. 

EFRWIC. 

EIES. 

BLRWIC. 

EO. 

EOF. 

EOFE. 

EOFER. 

EOFR. 

EOFRW. 

ERVIC. 

EXC. 

EXCE. 

EXCEER. 

EXCER. 

EXCI. 

EXEGES. 

EXEGB. 

JuX££R. 

EXETER. 

BALE. 

GERM. 

GI. 

GIF. 

foiFI. 



} 



York* 



^York. 



j> Exeter. 



St. German's.* 
> Ilchester, 



9 If Durham be intended^ this Coin afibrds the eariiest proof 
of a Coinage in that City. 



^ 
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GIFFLE. 
GIFL. 


> Ilchester. 


lEXSEC. 
lEXSEI. 


► Exeter. 


GIF. 


^ 


IVLIOBINA 


. Lillebone^ • 


GIPE. 


> Ipswich.* 




or Dieppe? 


GIPI. 


J 


LCEWEI. 




GLE. 


^ 


LCD. 


Lincoln.*^ 


GLEWEI. 


I Glouce^ 


le: 


- ' , ' 


GLOVCE8. 


( ter.* 


LEG. 


CbestiBT.* 


GLWECE. 


) 


LEGRI. 


Leicester.* 


GRAN. 


■) Cam- 
J bridge. 


LEGWI. 




GRANT. 


LEH. 


Leicester ? 


HA. 




•f-LEOWI. 


. • 


HAMT. 
HAMTAS. 
HAMT\^NE. 
HARDFRO. 


1 South- 
j ampton. 

Hertford. 


LERECE. 
LERECl. 
LEWEt. 
LEWEIS. 


> Leicester. 

> Lewes! ^ 


HERE. 


\Here- 
|ford.^ 


LICAE. 


Lichfield? 


HEREFOR. 


LIECE. 


/ 


HERFOR. 


Hertford, oj* 
Hereford ? 


LIE WE. 
LIEWEEI. 


> Lewes ? 


HIFEI. 




LIN. 


^ ■ 1 


HIFGT. 




LINC. 


HLTING. 




LINCO. 


> Linco(in.r ,• 


HNTN. 




LINCOL. 




HRELI. 




LINCOLN. 




HSTI. 
HSTING. 


> Hastings. 


LINI. 
LOFEC. 




HVNT. 


^ 


LONDIN. 


London. 


HVNTED. 


f Hunting- 


LOYNC. 




HVNTEN . 


( don.* 


LV. 




HVNTI. 


J 


LVDEIE. 


qu. Ludlow ? 


jHVTD. 




. LVN. 




IE. 




LVND. 


" 


, 


lERBIRGE. 


Jerby? 


LVNDD.. 




' 


lEXCE. 


*" 


LVNDDI. 






lEXEC. 




LVNDE. 


^London; 


lEXECr. 


► Clxeter. 


LVNDEI. 






lEXS. 




LVN DEN. 






JEXSE. 


'-' 


LVNDENE. 


-^ 
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^London. 



1 Malms- 
J bury.* 

Maldon.* 



LVNDENl. 

LVNDI. 

tVNWE. 

LVNDII. 

LVNDIN. 

LVNDNDE. 

LVNDNE. 

LVNDNEI. 

LVNDNEN. 

LVNDNI. 

LVNED. 

LVNI. 

LYNDR. 

MAINT. 

MALM. 

MALME. 

MEIOT. 

MELDVNA. 

MIERLEVER. 

MIFGT. 

MIFOT. 

MRLBRGEi. Marlborough. 

NIEO. 

-f-NORDWi. pio Northwi, 
Norwich. 

NORI. 

NORT. Northampton ? 

NORTHI. 

NORTHW. 

NORTHWIC. 

NORTHWII. 

NORW. 

OCXNRIC. 

OEI. 

ORTHRI. 

ORTHW. 

ORTHWI. 

OX. 

OXE. 



^Norwich. 



} 



Oxford. 



OXEN. 


" 




OXENAE. 






OXENE. 






OXENEF. 






^OXENEFO. 
OXENESO. 




^Oxford. 


OXENOFO. 






OXNBF. 






OXSNE. 


^ 




OX8NEF. 








Pevensey. 






Rhuddland.* 


RIC. 




RICOM. 




RITVNE. 




ROFEI. 


1 Roches- 
/ ter? 


ROFl. 


ROLEC. 




RV. 


Rumney ? 


RVFEI. 


T Roches- 
J ter? 


RVFIC. 


-f-RVMN. 
-fsALTI. 


Rumney. 




San. 


Sandwich. 


SCED. St 


. Edmunds- 


bury, or 


St. Edward? 


i. e. Shaftesbury. 


SCEFITI. 


1 


SCF. 


(Shaftes-- 


SCIEF. 


( bury.* 


SCIEFT. 


J 


SCR. 


1 Shrews- 
J bury.* 


SCROI. 


SEIF. 




SHAE^FTISBIR 


. Shaftes- 


• 


bury. 


SHIEFE. 




SHINE. 




SIER. 
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MNFL. 




WALING. 


WalHngford.* 


SNOTI. 




WARRN. 




SNOTIN. 


Notting- 


WARRV. 


Warhtm.* 


SNOTTIN, 


ham.* 


WC. 




SNOTTNQI* j 


, 


WEAH. 


•) Walling^ 
/ for4. 


STAI. 1 

STAT^. J 


Stamford. 


WELL. 




WER, 




STEFFOR* 


Stafford. 


WERE. 


Worcester*,* 


STEFNI. 




WERH. 


> Warham. 


STOT. 




WERHA. 


STOTI. 




WERHI. 




STOTIC. 




WERHN. 




STOTIN. 




WERNI. 




STOTINGE. 


■* 


WERWIC 


Warwick. 


SVEL. 




WHREC. 




SVTERK. Southwark* 


WI. 




SVTHBI. 


Sudbury.* 


WIC. 


■) Worces- 
J ter. 


svTHEWER. Southwark. 


WICE. 


SVTHI. 




WIE. 




8VTHRE. 




WIG. 


IWorfces- 


SYTHRI. 




WIGRI. 


J ter. 


TAMI. 


Famworth. 


WIHREC. 


TAN. \ Taun- 


WILTV. 


^ 


TANT. J 


1 ton.* 


WILTVN. 


V Wilton. 


TANV. 


ram worth. 


WILTVNE. 


TTIN. forean 


JTeign- 


WILTVNI. 


) 


pro TEIN. / mouth ? 


WIMRE. 




THEFRD. 




WIN. 


*) Winches- 


THEOT. 




WINC. 


THEOTF. 




WINE. 




THEOTFO. 


^Thetford. 


WINCEST* 


Winchester. 


THIOTFO. 


WINIRE. 


• 1 Winches- 


THIOTFORD. 




- WINRE. 


J ter ? 


THOFRED. 




WINRECI. 


THTF. 




WITTI. 


Witney* 


TOTN. 


Totness. * 


WN. 


■ 


WAL. 


) Walling- 
f ford.* 


WNC. 


,^ 


WALIC. 


XECST. 


Exeter. > 



More probably Wareham. 
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His Motfieyers were numerous. The following 
names have been collected : 



AGELRIC. 

JEGILRIC. 

J£LFS£D. 

iELFSI. 

^LFSIG. I 

'f'JELFWINE. 

JELISMER. 

^SBEARN. 

AFARVE. 

AGELWl. 

AGLFINE. 

ALARVE. 

ALDGAR. 

ALEF. 

ALEIF. 

ALESMER. 

ALESTMAER. 

ALFIR. 

ALFRI. 

ALISTMER. 

ALLSL, 

•f-ALNOTH. 

ANDERS. 

ANDERBODB. 

ANDERBOIM. 

ANTHOLF. 

ARTHVLF, 

ARTHVR. 

AVDERINB. 

AVINE. 

•|*BALDWINE. 

BERITERK 

BODA. 

BRAND. 

BRATMER. 

BRLNTRIC. 



BRINTRED. 

BRINTWI. 

BRINTWINE. 

BRNFWl. 

BRVMMAN. 

BRVMMIC. 

BRVNTVI. 

BRVNWINE. 

BVT. 

CEATI. 

CEORL. 

CIMEL. 

CINRIC. 

CINTSWINE. 

'f'CIOFWINE. 

OOLFRIN. 

COLSFEGEN, or 

COLSWEGEN. 
COLSPEGN, or 

COLSWEGN. 
CVIRIC. 
DIDRIC. 
DINNIC. 
DOR. 
DRIMAN. 
DVNINC. 
DVNNIC. 
DVRCGRIM. 
DVREGRIM. 
EADWEARD. 
EADWI. 
EADWINE. 
EADWIRE. 
EARNWU 
EDI. 
EDWI. 
ELFSI. 



EORWINE. 

ESDERNE. 

FOLGARD. 

FORNA. 

-J^IFEL. 

GIFWARD. 

GODBRIHT. 

GODI. 

GODIC. 

GODRIC. 

GODRICI. 

GODSBRAND. 

GODSBRINT. 

GODWI. 

GODWINE. 

GOLDMAN. 

GOLDWINE. 

GORNOTH. 

GVTHRIEN. 

HARGOD. 

HARMEL. 

HARMIL. 

HARTHOLF. 

HENTHEWVLF. 

HVSWAL. 

lECLLBRENT. 

lECELDlNE. 

lEDGWORD. 

lEGELBRHT. 

lEGELRIC. 

-f-IEGELWERD* 

lEGELWINE. 

lEGERINE. 

lEGLRIC. 

lELFGEARDt 

lELFGIET. 

lELFRIC. 



WILLIAM I. 
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lELFWINE. 
lELWORD. 
lESTAN. 
lESTHN. 
LEIGTEN. 
LEIGTIN. 
LEOFRIC. 
LEOFWINE. 
LEOFWOLD. 
LIERIE. 
LIFWORD. 
LINOTH. 
LIOFRIC. 
LIUWINC. 
LISWINE. 
LIVING. 
LONSREGEN. 
LVFRED. 
LVFRIC. 
LVFWINE. 
MANN. 
MANNA. . 
MAREWIL. 
MVRFIN. 
OD. 

ODBEVRN. 
ODNOTH. 
ODTHNORIN. 
ONTHREORN. 
OPI. 

OPITRERN. 
OKDWI, forsan 
pro ORTHWI 
ORGAR. 
ORGVR. 
ORTHWI. 
OSBEARN. 

OSB£RTH;r 



OSWOLD. 

OVTHBEORN. 

OVTHGRIM. 

OVTHREORN., 

REFWINE. 

RESWINE. 

ROGER. 

ROSPFTEL. 

RVLEWI. 

RVLFSWI. 

RVLFWl. 

SDflOTT. 

SEFRIM. 

SEFVRE. 

SEFWARD. 

SEFWARTH. 

SEFWIROL. 

SEGWARTH. 

SEGWINE. 

SEWINE. 

SICOD. 

SIDELOC. 

SIDEMAN. 

SIDEMIN. 

SIEWI. 

55IEWINE. 

SIFERTH. 

SIFFARTH. 

SIFRED. 

SIGWINE. 

SIWIOE. 

SIWORD. 

SODRIC. 

SPROT. 

STIEWIN. 

SUETMAN ". 

SWEATLINC. 

SyrENLINC. 



SWteNTLINC. 

SWENTLINE. 

SWEOTINC. 

SWIRTIN^:. 

SWOTT. 

SWOTTINC. 

SWOTTINI. 

THEODORIC. 

THEODRED. 

THEOLRIC* 

THIFREID. 

THIODRED, 

THORN. 

THORR. 

THORSTAN. 

THREORN^ 

THVREGRIM. 

VLF. 

VLFIEL. 

VLFRI. 

VVINC. 

WELFWINE. 

WERWI. 

WICVXSI. 

WIEGELWINE. 

WIGINC. 

WILTVNE. 

WIMER. 

WINE. 

WINERAC. 

WINERED. 

WINERIC. 

WINFWINE. 

WINTED. 

WINTHBORNE. 

WINVRIC. 

WVCSTAN. 



WVFRED. 

«» Domesday Book, vol L folio I64. ' 
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WIRERED. 

WVLFGMET. 

WVLFMAER. 

WVLFME^ 

WVLFORD. 

WVLFRED. 



WVLFRIC. 

WVLF8WI. 

WVLFWARD. 

WVLFWI. 

WVLFWIC. 



WVLFWINE. 

WVLFWINI^ 

WVLFWNE. 

WVLGAR. 

WVNNIC. 



WILLIAM RUFUS. 

1087. On the death of William I., in this year, 
bis SOD William Rufus Succeeded to the throne. 
He soon dissipated the immense wealth which his 
Father had accumulated ; and from his poverty ^ 
and the shortness of his reign it is probable that he 
coined but little Money. I have therdFore assigned 
to him those Coins only which, in imitation of his 
Great Seal, have a Mullet, or Mullets, on the Ob- 
verse. If this appropriation be just, he appears to 
have coined in many places where his Father bad 
Mints, but not in all, and to have established some 
others. He employed but few of his Father s Mo- 
neyers. From the weight and fineness of his Money 
it seems tbart, notwithstanding his necessities, he 
made no alteration in the Standard. 

His Coins bear on the Obverse his name and 
title, except in one instance, where the legend is 

w About the year^ 1095 he raised an immense sum under pre- 
tence of lending to his brother Robert Duke of Normandy 10,000 
Marcs of Silver^ for which he had given his Dukedom as a secu- 
rity. On this occasion the Bishops^ Abbots^ and Abbesses broke 
in pieces the Gold and Silver ornaments of their Churches to 
aupidy the King's necessities. [Bromton, col. 992, and Hove- 
den> who gives the date of 1096, col. 466.] This circumstance 
seems to wanra&t a suspicion that the ^current Coins wore not 
sufficiently plentiftil to answer ^ny particular emei^ncy. 
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wiLLELMVS only^ and iu another^ which is ioscribed 
LViLLEM^ Dvo \ The Reverses have the Towiir and 
Money^f. 

In the following List of Mints I have marked 
with * those names which appear upon his Father's 
Coins. 

BATHAI. 

BRIC. 

BRICSI. 

BRIGETSO. 

BRIGSTSO. 

BRV. 

CANTI. 

CANTIEE. 

CANTVE. 

CANTVL 

CANTVLE. 

CNT.* 

CNTE. 

CNTLE.* 

<}NTNEI. 

COL. 

COU. 

CREEK. 

DOF. 

DOFR. 

DOR. 

DORCES. 

DORECST. 

EFR. 

EHI. 

EI. 





Bath.* 


EOF. 


York, 


•) 


GEPI. 


Ipswich.* 


> Bristol. * 


GIFL. 


1 Ilches- 


r 


GIFLC. 


J ter.* 


J 


GIFI. 


Ipswich. 




GLEI. 


\ Glouces- 
J ter.* 


•> 




GLEWE. 




Canter- 


GLF. 






bury.* 


GRANT. 


Cambridge.* 


_^ 




HAMTVNE. 


South- 






ampton.* 




HARFRD. 


\Hart. 
Jford.* 




HIRFRD. 




HREF, forean pro Hereford.* 




HRTI. 




IColches- 
J ter.* 


HSTI. 


Hastisigs,* 


HT. 




Crewkerne ? 


HVNT. 


Huntingdon.* 


> Dover.* 


lEX. 
lEXE. 


1 Exeter.* 


) Dorches- 


Til. 




j ter.* 


L. 
LEHR. 


Leicester.* 


York.* 


LEOF. 


Leominster. 






LEWI. , 


Lewes.* 



« See Sapi^ement, Part IL Plate II. The former of these 
afifords the only instance of the Roman w on his Coins. On his 
Great Seal he is styled wilielmvs : dei : okatia : kex ; anolo- 

RVJI. — VTILIBLMVS : DEI : GRATIA ; DVX : KOKMANORVM. 

[Sandferd and Speed.} 
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Lie, fbrsan pro 




SACxr. 




LICOLEN. 
See Mints 


> Lincoln.* 


SAN. 
i»AND. 


ISaod- 
J wich.* 


of Henry L^ 


I- 


SC. £A. i 


St. Edmunds- 


LIEC. 






buiy. 


LIE WEN. 


Lewes ? 


SCRO. 


Shrewsbury.* 


LIN. 




SF. 




LINC. ^ 


SUIEFI. 


Shaftesbury r* 


LINCLN. 




SINTSTFNI 


. 


LINGO. 


> Lincoln. 


SNT. 


Nottingham?* 


LINCOLI. 




ST. 


1 


LIND. 




STNF. 


Stamfurd.* 


LVN. 




SV. 




LVND. 


> London. 


SVD. 


Sudbury.* 


LVNDE. 




8VTH. 


1 South- 


LVNDEI. 




SVTHEVR. 


IVNE.* 




SVTHEWI. 


/ wark.* 


NOR. 1 
NORTHWI. J 


Nor- 


SVTHEWR. 


' wich.* 


TANV. 


") Tam- 
J worth.* 


ODE. 




TANW. 


ONWI. 




THETF. 


IXhet- 


OTHEI. 




THTFR. 


Jford.* 


OTHRE. 


' 


THTFRD. 




OTHRl. 




WAL. 


1 


OXE. 




WALICE. 


VWaUing- 


OXNE. 




WALIG. 


J ford.* 


OXNEI. 


>Oxford.* 


WERH. 


Warham.* 


OXSNEI. 




WEWH^ 




OXSNII. J 




WILTVNEh 


I. Wilton.* 


ROFF. 

ROFI. J 


Roches- 


WIN. 


(Winches- 


ter.* 


WINC. 


RVM. i 




WINCE. 


j ter*. 


RVME. 


^Rumney.* 


WINCESl. 


RVMI. J 




WLTVNE. 


' Wilton. 



The names of his Moneyers will be found to 
differ considerably from those which appear upon 
tbcj Pennies of the Conqueror. Those with an As- 
terisk occur under both Monarchs. 
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ALDWINE. 

ALFRAI>. 

ALFRED. 

ALFRIED. 

ALTHVROLF. 

BRAND.* 

BRATMIER. 

BRVNIC. 

BRVNIE. 

CEOLI. 

CEOTI. 

CINRIC* 

DILMVN. 

EADWr.* 

EADWINE.* 

EDRILI. 

EDWI.* 

ED WOLD. 

GATHRAD. 

GEGLWINE. 

GLITHRIND. 

GODRAD. 

GODRED. 

GODRIC* 

godwa: 

GODWINE.* 



GODWN. 

GOLDWINE.* , 

GOWI. 

HELDRED. 

HETHEWI. 

HVSWAL.* 

lECIDRD. 

lEDGWORD.* 

lEGLWINE.* 

lELDRIND. 

lELFRIC* 

lELFWIC. 

lELFWINE.* 

lELGTAN. 

lELMIER. 

lELMIRE. 

lELNOTH. 

lELRMIC. 

ITHSTAN. 

LEOrWINE.* 

LIFIC. 

LIFWINE. 

LIOFRED. 

LVOFWINE. 

MAN.* 

MVNWINE. 



ORDVI. 

QRDWI. 

OSWOLD,* 

OTER, 

8DROT.* 

SEWl. 

SEWIAL. 

8IGHERITH. 

SIGONEF. 

SIWISEN. 

5IWORD.* 

SPROT.* 

STICWIN. 

SWETMAN. 

SWIGEN. 

SWRTIC. 

VLFEIL. 

VLNOTH. 

WELWINE. 

WINEWI. 

WINTRIC. 

WLLEM. 

WVLDWINB. 

WVLFWINE.** 

WVLGAR.* 

WVLROD. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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The HISTORY of ANCIENT WILTSHIRE, 

Northern District '-' 

By Sir RICHARD COLT HOARE, Bart*. F. R.'S. & F. A. S. 

The History of the Northern Division of Ancient WiltsiIire is 
written on the same Plan with the.fonner Division of the Coudty, South . 
Wiltshire, and will describe the Antiquities most worthy of remark. 
Much new and interesting matter will come under investigation. The 
whole course of that mighty bulwark, the Wansdyke, through the t^oun- 
ties of Somerset and Wilts, will be accurately laid down on a Map, and its 
extended tract minutely described. The Religious Circles at Marden and 
Avebury will be examined with fidelity ; the Opinions of Dr. Stukeley 
respecting the latter, will be canvassed with imp«irtiality, and his Plans 
corrected. The Course of the Rudgb-Way, passing from Wiltshire into 
Berkshire, by the Vale of White- Horse, will be described, and the British 
Villages, Earth Works, and other Relics, will be pointed out to the Anti- 
quary, and illustrated by Plans and Engravings, in a style equal, if not 
superior, to those of South Wiltshire. This Portion will form the First 
Part of the present Division of the Work, and will terminate the Author's 
Researches, as far as regards the History of the Britons in Wiltshire. 

The Second, and concluding Part of the Volume, will be allotted jto the 
Romans, and wiH describe their Towns, Stations, Villas, and Roads of 
Communication, the latter of which will be accurately marked out on 
Maps. This is already in great forwardness ; and, unless delayed by any 
unforeseen event, will be ready for the Press in the ensuing Autumn. 

The Siae, Style of Printinjr, and the Embellishments, will accord with 
the three Portions of the Work already published, which form the First 
Volume, or Southern Wiltshire ; and the present Division of the County 
will be completed in Two Parts, forming the Second Volume, or Northern 
Wiltshire. 

CHESHIRE. 

A HISTORY of the COUNTY PALATINE and CITY, of CHESTER. 
By GEORGE ORMEROD, of Chorlton, Esq. LL.D. F.R.S. and S.A. 
Including King's Vale Royal and Leycester's Cheshire Antiquities. 
/ This Work will be comprised in Ten Parts, forming Three splendid Vo- 
lumes in folio. The principal Subjects engraved on the larger Plates con- 
sist of Views of distinguished Mansions and Architectural Antiquities: 
subordinate subjects, engraved on a smaller scale, consist of the repre- 
sentations of Armorial Bearings, Seals, and other remains of Antiquity, 
amounting to nearly five hundred. The number of Copies is limited to 
350 upon small Paper, of which eight only remain unsubscribed for, and 
the price is S/. I2s. 6d. per Part. Sixty-five Copies are taken upon large 
Paper with Proof Impressions of the Plates, price Five Guineas each Part. 
Eight Parts are already published, and the remaining two will appear 
in the course of the Spring of the Year 1819. 

DUGDALE*S St. PAUUS. 

The HISTORY of St. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL: with a Continuation 
and Additions, including the Republication of Sir William Duqdale*s 
Life, from his own Manuscripts. 

By HENRY ELLIS, Esq. F.R.S. Sec. S.A. 

The Price of the few remaining Copies of this Work, complete, in Six 
Parts, containing 67 Plates, being 21 more than are given in the former 
Editions, is 15/. lbs, the small paper, and 31/. 10^-. the large. 



DUGDALE'S MONASTICON ANGLICA- 

NUM. Edited hy JOHN CALEY, Esq. Keeper of the Reeordt in the 
Augmentation OlDce ; HENRY ELLIS, Esq. Keeper of the ManuseripU 
in the British Museum ; and the Rev. B. BANDINEL, M. A. Keeper of 
the Bodleiap Library, Oxford. 

. The preftent republication of this great Work contains the whole of the 
former Edition, together with a vast accession of new Matter in the num- 
ber of Charters, &c. now first printed from Leiger-Books, Rolls, and other 
documents preserved in different Public Libraries, and in the Reposito- 
ries of the Archives of the Country. 

The Fifteenth Part of this Work is ready for delivery. Price 9L 13f. 6d, 
per Pare, small Paper, and 5/. 5s, large Paper. 

In the course of the Publication of this Work, Engravings will be given 
upon a large scale of all our Cathedrals, and the most important Abbeys, 
Monasteries, and Religious Houses of the Country. 



PORTRAITS of ILLUSTRIOUS PERSON- 

AGES of GREAT BRITAIN : with Biographical and Historical Memoirs 
uf their Lives and Actions. 

By EDMUND LODGE, Esq. Lancaster Herald, F.S.A. 

The Work consists of a Series of Portraits of Illustrious Personages 
of Great Britain, from the earliest periods to which authentic Pictures can 
be traced to about the year 1700, accompanied with Biographical Me- 
moirs of their Lives and Actions. 

Plan of Publication: — ^The Work will consist of Twenty Parts, forming 
Two Volumes in folio, printed in the finest manner. Each Part contains 
six Portraits, with Biographical Memoirs attached, published quarterly. 
It is printed in two sizes, both in- folio, on a demy paper, and on drawing 
paper of super royal size, the latter containing Proof Impressions of all the 
Plates struck off upon Indian paper. The price is Two Guineas and a Half 
each Part for the small Edition ; and Five Guineas for the large paper 
Copies. 

WOOD'S ATHENE OXONIENSES. 

ATHENiE OXONIENSES. The History of aU the Writers and Bi- 
shops who have had their Education in the University of Oxford, from 
the Year 1500. By ANTHONY A WOOD, M.A. of Merton College. 
Very considerably augmented in Text and Notes, and continued to the 
Year 1800. Six Volumes Royal 4to, : Vol. 4. is just ready for delivery. 
By the Rev. PHILIP BLISS, Fellow of St John's CoUege, Oxford. 

LACKINGTON'S CATALOGUE. 

The THIRD PART of a CATALOGUE of a very TaluaUe and ex- 
tensive COLLECTION of BOOKS, containing the Classes, Dictionanet, 
Grammars, and Critical Books in all Languages ; Greek and Latin Clas- 
sics ; Translations of the Classics ; Bibliography ; Books in the Freneb, 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and other Foreign Languages ; Coins and 
Medals; and Odd Volumes. 

PART FOURTH, which will complete this Catalogue, wUl contain a 
very lafge Collection of Divinity and Ecclesiastical History, both English 
jxxx^ foreign *, Bibles, CommenUries, &c. ; a^d an Appendix of Additions 
to all the Classes. It will be publisl^ed June I. 

*** The full Value given for Libraries, either in Cash or in other 
BovJls, 



/ 



-^/^^^^--*^^ v<4^ <^^ ^^^ l^^^d^^t.'-m^ ^ 



^sij^uA^ Jr. 



-2. Si^£l/t£]> .AJIX. AAG/.OV( . ^ v^^ .d.^ 






" .:j 



.»^•• . '^v* - •o-'^- -■'^^'■ 



V . ^ 1 



<< 



. I Carta qud Othoni juveni misterium 

I patris sui conceditur. . V 17 

A.D. TTENRICUS, Rex Anglise, Mauncio Londinensi epw- 

An. — Hen. I. Xj[ copo, & Hugoni de Bocland, & omnibus baronibus 

CarTAntiq *^^® ^ fidelibus, Francis & Anglis, de Londoni^, salutem. 

inTurr.Lond. Sciatis me reddidisse Othoni juveni misterium patris sui; 

Y. 17. scilicet, misterium cuneorum & omnia alia misteria sua, & 

i omnes terras suas, infra burgum et extra, & nominatim 

Lislestona ; & precipio ut eas ita ben^ & honorific^ teneat 

cum soca, & saca, & toll, & team, & infanguemtephf, cum omnibus aliis 
consuetudinibus suis, sicut eas pater ejus melius tenuit & habuit, tempore 
patris & fratris mei Re^s Willielmi. t 

Test. Roberto, comite de Mellend, St 
WilUelmo de fVarenna, S( 
! Willielmo de Albineio. 

^ Apud Arundel. ' 
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